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Welcome to the Dummy Stamps Study Group’s Fourteenth Newsletter
This newsletter is produced quarterly by the United States Stamp Society’s - Dummy Stamps Study Group for 

your information and pleasure.  We hope that the information included in this newsletter will be informative, useful 
and encourage your enjoyment of collecting dummy/test stamps.  Our goal is to keep you up-to-date with the latest 
information available to our group.  Questions, comments and articles proposed for publication should be directed to 
Terry R. Scott, Chairman of the Dummy Stamps Study Group at trs@napanet.net

Congratulations to Joann Lenz
by Terry R. Scott

At the American Philatelic Society’s “Ameristamp 
Expo”  in Arlington, Texas held February 20-22, 2009, 
Dummy Stamps Study Group member Joann Lenz 
won a vermeil medal for her one frame exhibit titled 
“Early U.S. Dummy and Test Stamps of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing.” 

In addition to the vermeil award she also received 
the “Most Popular” exhibit award.

Congratulations are in order for Joann and her fine 
showing of test stamps.  This wonderful display shows 
many unique dummy and test stamps that were placed 

on public display for the first time at this stamp show.  
Hopefully this exposure will increase the interest in 
dummy and test stamps.  Joann has agreed to allow me 
to display some parts of her pages in this newsletter.  
She emphasizes that the exhibit is a “work in 
progress.” 

Due to space limitations on this cover page, 
illustrations of selected portions of the pages can be 
found on Pages 3 through 5 of this newsletter.  
Unfortunately several of these illustrations needed to 
be reduced in size .    ❑

Recent Articles of Interest to Dummy Stamp Collectors
by Terry R. Scott

Possible Constant Plate Variety On Some Scott TD112 Test Coils
In the February 2009 issue of The United States 

Specialist there is an article regarding a plate scratch 
found on some Scott TD112 test coils.

Kenneth Moreau, a fellow member of the Dummy 
Stamps Study Group, sent me a strip of Scott TD112 
test coils for my collection.  TD112 is the black, 
untagged, dull gum “FOR TESTING PURPOSES 
ONLY”  test coil that has a design that measures 
approximately 19 mm in width, compared all other 
“FOR TESTING PURPOSES ONLY”  test coils that 
have a 19½ mm design width.

Upon close examination I saw what appeared to be 
a plate scratch on one of the stamps in the strip.  The 
plate scratch variety is a horizontal scratch starting at 
the very left of the letter “O”  in “ONLY”  and 
continues sloping very slightly downward to the right 

frame line of the design. The plate scratch variety is 
shown in on page 2 of this newsletter.
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Below is an illustration of a Scott TD112 with the 
plate scratch variety discussed in the The United 

States Specialist article.  Please refer to that article for 
additional information.

The constant plate scratch variety is shown on the 
center stamp of two different strips in the illustration 
above.  Red arrows point to the plate scratch..  

It appears every 52 stamps when found on a 
continuous strip    ❑

Another Constant Variety On Some
Scott TD65 Test Coils

By Terry R. Scott

After the publication of the December 2008 
issue of The United States Specialist in which I 
reported about some Scott TD65 test coils that 
show a broken “OR”  in “CORP’N”  constant plate 
flaw, I was contacted by fellow test stamp 
collector, and Dummy Stamps Study Group 
member  Carol J. Edholm and her husband Keith.

They compared their copies of TD65 with 
those illustrated in the article.  They did find that 
they had an example of the constant variety 
showing a broken “OR”  in “CORP’N”  but also 

noticed what appeared to be another constant 
variety on the stamps adjacent to the ones 
showing the broken “OR”  in “CORP’N”  that 
were noted in the article.

This newly reported constant variety can be 
seen as a semi-circle of missing printed red color 
on the bottom of the rectangle to the right of the 
central circle containing the words “SANITARY / 
POSTAGE / STATION.”   It can be seen in the 
illustration below.  Blue arrows point to the 
location of the two different varieties 
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Selected Portions of the “Early U.S. Dummy and Test Stamps of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Exhibit by Joann Lenz”

The above page from Joann Lenz’s exhibit contains 
one of three die proofs of the “Hamilton-head” 

dummy, but the only one known on India paper and 
also a Unique large letterpress-printed die proof.
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The above page from Joan Lenz’s exhibit contains the  
Largest-known block (34) of red-framed rectangle 

dummy, with plate number and splices.
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The last page to be illustrated in this newsletter 
from Joann Lenz’s exhibit shows a Unique left-side 
block cut from only-known bottom-margin multiple of  
reddish-violet framed rectangle dummy coil.  Also 

shown on this page are examples of the reddish-violet 
coils with “large” and “small” perforation holes    ❑

      please turn to page 6  ➤

Quarterly Newsletter of the United States Stamp Society-Dummy Stamps Study Group Issue    Number 14     Winter    2008-2009
Page 5 of 14



Should it stay or should it go?
By James N. Drummond

The author is grateful for the loan of the only known copy of TD69 from the owner, Michael McBride.
Note: all of the images in this article have been either enlarged or reduced in size.

A first  time look through the listings of test  stamps that are in the Scott Specialized Catalogue reveals a number 
of peculiar looking items that  are not  found anywhere else in the catalog.  There are some “stamps” that  are 
completely lacking any ink at  all; stamps that  only have a plain box printed on them; stamps with a brief claim 
about how many envelopes per hour a certain machine seals and stamps the envelopes; and even one printed as a 
dizzying mirror image.  Given that  all  of the test  stamps are kind of strange looking, one that really seems odd is 
the one listed as TD69.

It is the only stamp in the entire section that has the text of “royalty stamp”  on it.  It is also the only one with an 
apparently intentional blank area as part of its design and with “No.”  (for Number) in this blank area.  There are 
only a few stamps listed that are perforated on all four sides, and TD69 is one of these as well.

Since stamps that have the text of “postage due”  on them are considered postage due stamps and stamps with 
“savings stamp”  on them are considered savings stamps, one kind of wonders how a stamp with “royalty stamp”  on 
it was considered by someone to be a “test stamp.”   Isn’t this stamp actually a royalty stamp, seeing as how it says 
so right on it?

But what exactly is a royalty stamp, anyway?
In 1935 Henry Holcombe released a booklet called “Check List of License and Royalty Stamps.”   This 32 page 

book described in considerable detail the majority of the known royalty stamps.  The book was based on earlier 
cataloging efforts done by E. B. Sterling, and it was updated with the contributions from several prominent 
contemporary collectors of these stamps.

The royalty stamps were used by various manufacturers to show that they had paid a fee to the person that had 
invented the item that they were manufacturing.  They were also used to show that a license had been obtained 
from the patentee; in either case generally a small amount per item had been, or was going to be, paid.

The stamps were almost always designed and printed locally, and as a result a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and 
colors are known of these interesting stamps.  In this respect, they are somewhat similar to the Scott-listed private 
die proprietary stamps, which are commonly called match and medicine stamps.  The majority of the known stamps 
were used between 1860 and 1885, though different types of patent notice labels continued to be used until the 
1930’s.

The stamps were applied to the box that an item was packaged in, or physically stuck to the manufactured good 
itself.  For those that wanted to collect them, usually the only way to obtain them was to soak the article in a tub of 
warm water.  This was impractical (if not messy) for things like brooms and trousers and hats, and as a result a 
large percentage of these royalty stamps are today found in damaged condition, as peeling a stamp off a pair of 
shoes usually results in thins, or worse.  They are also almost without exception quite scarce; there are several that 
are probably unique.

In order for the holder of a licensed patent to keep track of not only who was making his or her product but also 
how many were made, a unique serial or control number was applied to many royalty stamps.
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The four typical license or royalty stamps shown above show the serial 
numbers, either press-printed or handwritten, as well as the date that the 
patent was granted.  Note that two of these stamps, like TD69, also have 
“royalty stamp” as part of their design.  The other two have “license stamp.”

Many royalty stamps are found without any numbers at all, though 
invariably there is a space on the stamp that is reserved for the number, as 
with the space at the bottom of the Coykendall Dirt Excluder Shoe stamp, 
shown to the right.  Generally these number-less royalty stamps are 
“leftovers.”   

TD69 appears to the author at least that it has the same basic design as most other royalty stamps, and that 
it is in fact a royalty or license stamp, and thus should be removed from the test stamp listings.  Other than the 
fact that it clearly states on the stamp that it is a royalty stamp, there is one more reason for the removal; but 
if nothing else happens, at a minimum a correction to the description should be made.

When the test stamps were first listed in the Scott Specialized, the existing entries in the Krause-Minkus 
“Standard Catalog of U.S. Stamps”  were apparently imported, and whatever inaccuracies that were in Krause 
were subsequently and unfortunately brought into Scott.  The original listing of TD69 is from page 603 in the 
2002 edition of Krause, and it is shown below.

The “1920’s”  dating might have been from when this stamp was first observed, or perhaps for some other 
reason.  It was somehow further refined in the Scott listings as “1925?”   In any event, the stamp actually 
contains the text of “Patented Apl 23rd 95,” as can be seen on the high resolution image below.
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So, if nothing else is done, the placement of this stamp within the test stamp section should be updated; it 
should be brought closer to the beginning of the section.

There is not enough space here to fully describe the processes that were involved in obtaining a patent in 
the United States in the mid-1890’s.  All that really needs to be explained is that patents were (and still are) 
awarded in a sequential numerical order, regardless of the idea or device being patented.  This means that the 
patent, for example, for a new valve for a locomotive air brake will be issued right after the patent for a bob 
sled.  Further, the U.S. patent office issues patents only on certain days, rather than continuously, as might be 
ordinarily thought.

The website Google has a section that allows one to search for old patents, and it is normally a 
straightforward procedure to input certain criteria, such as in this case “stamp,”  “affixing,”  “April 23,” 
“1895,”  and so on.  The specific patent is then usually identified by the search engine, and one can then 
download the patent and study it in detail.

This process was attempted with the text that is found on TD69.  No such patent was found.  A variety of 
different approaches were made, such as removing or adding different text into the search, and in each case no 
patent could be found that in any way described a stamp affixing machine that looked even slightly similar to 
this one, and that had been patented on April 23, 1895.

There were two that were close.  Patents number 538,017, 538,018, and 538,019 all relate to a “mail 
marking machine”  that was invented by M. V. B. Ethridge and H. E. Waite, and all three were patented on the 
correct date, however the illustrations that accompanied these patents looked nothing at all like the device that 
was shown on the stamp.

A close up look at the stamp affixing contraption (illustrated below) reveals the large flat tray at the 
bottom front, presumably designed for the stamped mail to accrue, and the crank handle at the top right.

These two features, along with the circular base, the vertical orientation of the device, and the angled top 
of the container, should be unusual and novel enough for one to match it with the drawing(s) that accompanies 
most patent applications.

Another close call was a “machine for affixing stamps,”  invented by Adolph Sanders, patent number 
538,126.

Though Sander’s machine was vertically orientated, it looked quite different, most obviously with the rod 
sticking out of the top instead of the hand crank on the side.

The illustration from Sander’s machine is shown on the next page.
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If the proper patent couldn’t be found by searching, there were only two alternatives.  One is that I could 
physically look through actual late-nineteenth century patents, one at a time, perhaps at a large library or in 
Washington, D.C., where the patent office itself is located.  The other option is laborious but it is far less 
costly.

The exact date of the patent was conveniently included in the stamp design.  By knowing this date, a 
range was found for which patent numbers were awarded on which dates.

Patent(s) number Issued date
537,428 (and lower) April 9, 1895 (or earlier)
537,429 to 537,809 April 16, 1895
537,810 to 538,225 April 23, 1895

538,226 (and higher) April 30, 1895 (or later)

From the information above, two facts are clear: patents were issued once a week, on the same day each 
week, and a whole lot of patents were issued on those days.  On April 23, 1895, a whopping 415 patents were 
awarded.

So, knowing the range of patent numbers that this device must be located within, the numbers being based 
on the patent date of April 23, 1895, all 415 patent numbers were entered into Google, one at a time.

All kinds of interesting doodads, gadgets, and whatchamacallits were found.  I saw things like an 
articulator for making artificial dentures, a stitch separating and indenting machine, a machine for capping 
corset wires, and a shoe tongue and lacing holder.  But after looking at almost every single patent that was 
issued on April 23, 1895, I didn’t see anything that even remotely resembled the device shown on TD69, other 
than the two previously described devices.
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The conclusion to this mind-numbingly tedious exercise is that either a) the patented device shown on 
TD69 is not of U.S. manufacture, or b) I somehow missed a stamp affixing machine patent within the above 
range.

Just to be sure, I entered all of the numbers between 537,810 to 538,225 (inclusive) a second time, after 
several days went by.  I still didn’t find the patent to a stamp affixing machine that looked like the one on 
TD69.

In the author’s opinion, TD69 should be removed from the test stamp listings because it is a royalty 
stamp, and it is not a test stamp; and further it does not appear to represent the patent for a United States 
manufactured device.  I welcome any further discussion, either pro or con, regarding this interesting stamp.  
My email address is jdrummond@alberto.com.

Epilogue

While spending far too much time browsing through ancient patents I came across the patent for the 
device shown on TD9A and TD9B, the Burt and Tobey Stamp Battery.  The first page of patent number 
447,212 is shown below.  I believe that these two stamps are also royalty stamps, and not test stamps... but 
that is a story for another time.    ❑
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Recent Auctions of Interest to Dummy Stamp Collectors
by Terry R. Scott

On January 28, 2009 Downeast  Stamps held 
Public Auction #253 that  included the following lots 
of test stamps.  A 10% Buyers Fee is to be added to the 
price realized (R) for each lot.

Lot 0952  **  TD38a, carmine, strip of five, FVF, NH.  
Cat. $120.++ R $56.00
Lot 0953  **  TD75, coil roll of 1000, blank with 
horizontal ribbed gum, leader printed: '3¢ U.S. Postage 
stamps / coiled sidewise / perforated between 
sides',Cat. $650.00    Not Sold
Lot 0954  **  TDB32, cplt  booklet  with gummed 
blank test stamps, VF Cat. $20.00  Not Sold            ❑

In conjunction with the American Philatelic 
Society’s “Ameristamp Expo”  in Arlington, Texas 
Convention Center, February 20-22, 2009 Harmer-
Schau held Public Auction #80 that  included the 
following test  stamp lots.  A 15% Buyers Premium is 
to be added to the price realized (R) for each lot.

Lot 1062    U.S.; Test  Stamps Covers, 1998, 
"Flag" 8 Singles on Cover, #TD130A.   On reverse of 
#U632, cancelled 7 Dec 1998 from Philadelphia, with 
"Wavy Line" cancel, for testing purposes, unusual, 
Very Fine. Photo.  Scott $280+.   Estimate $100/150.  
R $150

Lot 1063    U.S.; Test  Stamps Covers, 1998, 
"Flag" 8 Singles on Cover, #TD130A var.   On reverse 
of #U632, not  cancelled, all drastically misperforated 
and miscut, very unusual, Very Fine, New discovery.  
Photo.  Estimate $200/300.  R $150

Lot 1064    U.S.; Test  Stamps Covers, 1998, 
"Octagon", 5 Singles on Cover, #TD130B.  On reverse 
of #U632, cancelled Dec 9, 1998 from South 
Suburban, IL for testing purposes, unusual, Very Fine. 
Photo. Scott $225+.  Estimate $100/150.   R $70

Lot 1065    U.S.; Test  Stamps Covers, 1998, 
"Octagon" on 3 Covers, #TD130B.   5 singles on 
reverse of #U632 (3), all cancelled Dec 9, 1998 from 
South Suburban, IL for testing purposes, one with 
issued colors, next with medium colors and last with 
very light colors, new discovery, very unusual, Very 
Fine. Photo.  Scott  $675 ++.  Estimate $400/500.   R 
$250

Lot 1066    U.S.; Test Stamps Covers, 1998, 3 
Issues on 3 Different  From Albuquerque, NM, 
#TD130A-B, TDB89A.   All on the reverse of #U632, 
8, 5 and 8 copies respectively, cancelled 7 or 8 Dec, 
very scarce matching city postmark set, Very Fine. See 
article in the Nov. 2006 issue of the U.S. Specialist for 
more details. Photo.  Scott  $785+.  Estimate $200/300.   
R $230
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Lot 1067   U.S.; Test Stamps Covers, 1998, 3 
Issues With 3 Different  Cities, #TD130A-B, TDB89A.  
All on reverse of #U632, TDB89A (8), cancelled on 
front 4 Dec 1998, Fayetteville, AR, TD130A (8), 
cancelled on front  Philadelphia 7 Dec 1998, TD130B 
(5), cancelled South Suburban, IL, very unusual items, 
Very Fine. See article in the Nov. 2006 issue of The 
U.S. Specialist for more details. Photo.  Scott $785+.  
Estimate $200/300.   R $210

Lot 1068    U.S.; Test  Booklets Covers, 1998, 
"George Clinton", 8 Singles, #TDB89A.  On reverse 
of #U632, cancelled Dec 4, 1998 from Fayetteville, 
AR, with "Space Discovery" slogan cancel, for testing 
purposes, unusual, Very Fine. Photo.  Scott $280+. 
Estimate $100/150.   R $85

Lot 1069    U.S.; Test  Booklets Covers, 1998, 
"George Clinton", 8 Singles, #TDB89A.  On reverse 
of #U632, cancelled Dec 4, 1998 from Fayetteville, 
AR, with "Wavy Line" cancel, for testing purposes, 
unusual, Very Fine. Photo.  Scott $280+.   Estimate 
$100/150.   R $85

Lot 1678  *  U.S.; Test  Stamp Issues, 1998, "Octagon" 
3 Singles, #TD130B.   In 3 different  color printing 
intensities, one dark, one medium and one very light, 
for testing purposes, all soaked off cover, Very Fine. 
Photo. Scott  $130+. New discovery.  Estimate 
$75/100.   R $120     ❑

On February 27 through March 1, 2009 Regency 
Superior held Public Auction #72 in conjunction with 
St. Louis Stamp Expo. in St. Louis, MO.  The 
following test  stamps were included in this sale.  A 
15% Buyers Premium is to be added to the price 
realized (R) for each lot.

Lot 2085  **  (TD107d) FOR TESTING PURPOSES 
ONLY FULL SEALED COIL ROLL, Full sealed coil 
roll of 500 phosphor-tagged, dull-gum type, not 
including premium for label. Roll is very fine MINT 
never hinged and will yield 20 line pairs. No photo, 
Cat $1,120  R $50.00

Lot 2086  **  (TD113/TD114) 1964 TEST STAMP, 
BLANK BEP WITH TWO TYPES OF TAGGING, 
MARGIN BLKS  Pristine matching MINT  never 
hinged margin blocks of 4 from the only pane of each 
to ever surface. Test stamps were created by BEP to 
test different tagging. One block glows yellow-green 
(zinc-orthosilicate); the other glows reddish-orange 
(calcium silicate). Scarce position pieces! Cat $400.   
R $350.     ❑
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On February 28, 2009, Beck Stamp Auctions held 
Sale #291 that included the following test stamps.  The 
photos are not shown as they were of very poor quality 
in the catalog.  The abbreviations are as in the catalog.  
There is no buyers Premium.  Prices realized are 
unknown.


 

Lot 54  *   US TD-88, 1944-49, “Multipost”  coil pair 
VG F (dist gum), Most all are
 Photo  $50.00
Lot 55  *  TD-88, similar to above  $50.00
Lot 56  *   TD-123, TD-138, 2 diff coil pairs, VF NH  
Photo  $34.00

Lot 57  *  TDB-12, cpl “Dummy”  booklet. VF.   
$50.00
Lot 58  *   TDB-32, 1985, cpl test booklet w/dull gum.  
VF.  Est.  $25-30.00
Lot 59  *  As above. Est. $25-30.00
Lot 60  *   US Pacific 97.  Souv pane of 18. VF NH. 
Est. $10-12.00
Lot 64  *   SWEDEN, Cir 1937.  The Ewert’s trial 
proof, Imperf between very pair.  VG F.  Est. 
$15-20.00   Photo
Lot 65  *  SWEDEN, similar to above.  Est. $15-20. ❑

Requests for Articles for The United States Specialist 
by Terry R. Scott

Leonard Piszkiewicz, Editor of The United States 
Specialist, is always looking for articles of interest for 
inclusion in our society’s monthly publication.  The 
type of articles Len needs most are the shorter ones, 
one or two-page articles.  If you are considering 
writing an article for The United States Specialist, 
please contact him for instructions.  If the article is 
regarding dummy stamps, I would appreciate knowing 
about it also.  Many members of the DSSG have 
written articles on dummy stamps and other stamps for 

this publication.  It is rewarding and other USSS 
members benefit greatly from the information that is 
published in The United States Specialist. 

Leonard can be reached by e-mail at: 
lenp@pacbell.net or his mailing address is: Leonard 
Piszkiewicz, Editor, 951 Rose Court, Santa Clara, CA 
95051, phone (408) 241-4626.   ❑

Recent Publication of Interest
2008 Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog

According to an article in the June 2008 issue of 
The United States Specialist, The United States Stamp 
Society recently released the new 2008 Durland 
Standard Plate Number Catalog at the Society’s 
Annual Meeting at NOJEX ’08, May 23, 2008.

The 2008 Durland edition is the eighth produced 
by the USSS and its publication celebrates the 58th 
anniversary of the introduction of the Standard Plate 
Number Catalog.

The new 2008 Durland has been reformatted and 
digitized by Len Piszkiewicz and is edited by Wallace 
Cleland.

The new 2008 Durland is an all-color presentation 
and is in a three-column 8-1/2”  x 11”  format.  It is 

available in two formats, a perfect-bound and spiral-
bound.  

The new greatly expanded edition contains listings 
for numerous back-of-the-book sections of the Scott 
Catalogue, including test stamps.

The 2008 Durland  is available for $25 perfect-
bound and $27 spiral-bound.  USSS members will 
receive discount pricing of $20 perfect-bound and $22 
spiral-bound.  All prices include postage.  Orders may 
be sent to USSS Executive Secretary, P. O. Box 6634, 
Katy, TX  77491-6634.  They can also be ordered 
online at the USSS website,  www.usstamps.org.  
Online orders are only available for purchase with 
PayPal.   ❑

Proposed Future DSSG Projects
 Updating Research Paper Number 3 - Dummy Stamp Booklets

Actually, work is progressing on updating Research 
Paper Number 3 - Dummy Stamp Booklets.  I have 
begun to design pages for the new version.  The page 
layouts are pretty much like the existing page layout 
designs but without the external border all around the 

pages.  Some other minor changes have been made to 
make the pages appear more “clean”, at least in my 
opinion.  
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The last update by Earl McAfee, Dummy Booklets 
Study Group Chairman, was in 1998.  Since then there 
have been many new discoveries.  Many of them have 
been written up in articles in The United States 
Specialist.  Now the time has come to document and 
illustrate them in a new updated version of Research 
Paper Number 3.  I will be asking some of you to 
furnish scans of dummy booklets that I do not have 
scans of so they can be illustrated.  Scans at 300 dpi 
are necessary for clarity.  It is my goal to illustrate 
every known dummy booklet in color.  I already know 
this is more than likely impossible since some of the 
dummy booklets have not been seen by DSSG 

members.  In that case, an illustration will be 
fabricated from the information known about the 
booklet and the panes.

I am in charge of this update project and knowing 
that it will take quite a bit of time to complete, I have 
no estimated completion date in mind.  I will be 
asking all of you to join me in this project as I am not 
able to do it all, nor would you want me to do it all.  It 
is a DSSG project and all members should have a 
chance to provide their input.   

It has not yet been determined if it will be available 
on CD.   ❏


The Other Projects
There are several other projects currently being 

worked on by various members of the DSSG.  They 
are as follows:

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive list 
of dummy test stamp roll sizes, box and roll 
labels.  There are many different styles of labels 
sometimes found on the same test stamps.  This 
is especially true of Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing products

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
record of  auction appearances and prices 
realized for test stamps

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
listing of references for test stamps   

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive list 
of plate numbers printed on test stamps and the 
frequency in which they appear and the 
frequency of joint lines on test coils when they 
appear.   ❏

I would like to thank Dummy Stamps Study group 
member John Hotchner for the nice plug for our group 
in the March 2009 issue of U. S. Stamp News

The following appeared on page 38 in the “Join a 
Society” department the of that issue.
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Alaska Collectors Club. $15 dues. 
Eric Knapp, 4201 Folker Street  #C102, 
Anchorage, AK 99508.
American Air Mail Society. $23 dues, 

$28 foreign. AAMS, P.O. Box 110, Mine-
ola NY 11501.
American Association of Philatelic 

Exhibitors. $20 dues. Tim Bartshe, 13955 
W/ 30th Ave., Golden, CO 80401, <tim 
bartshe@aol.com>
American Ceremony Program Society. 

$7 dues. John Peterson, 6987 Coleshill 
Dr., San Diego, CA 92119-1953, <ww-
wacps.org>
American First Day Cover Society. $30 

dues ($40 non-U.S.). Doug Kelsey, Box 
16277, Tucson AZ 85732.
American Plate Number Single Soci-

ety. $8 dues. Rick Burdsall, PO Box 1023, 
Palatine, IL 60078-1023.
Amer. Revenue Assoc. 21 dues. ARA 

Secretary, 12803 Windbrook Dr., Clinton, 
MD 12803. <www.revenuer.org>
American Society of Philatelic Pages 

& Panels.  $15 dues.  Gerald Blankenship, 
P.O. Box 475, Crosby, TX 77532-0475.
American Society of Polar Philatelists. 

$22 dues in U.S. Alan Warren, PO Box 
39, Exton, PA 19341.
American Study Unit of the ATA. $6 

dues in U.S.  Dennis Dengel, 17 Peckham 
Rd, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-2018.
American Topical Association  $20 

dues ($30 non-U.S.). American Topical 
Association, Ray E. Cartier, PO Box 57, 
Arlington, TX 76004-0057.
Arizona-New Mexico Postal His-

tory Society $10 dues. Peter Rathwell, 
4523 Mountain View Rd., Phoenix, 
AZ 85028.
Armed Forces Stamp Exchange. $7.50 

dues. Richard West, Box 30607, Clarks-
ville, TN 37040.
Art Cover Exchange. $10 dues. Joe K. 

Doles, 105 Lawson Rd., Rochester, NY 
14616-1444.
Auxiliary Markings Club. $15 dues. 

Gerald Johnson, 6621 W. Victoria Ave., 
Kennewick, WA 99336 <membership@
postal-markings.org>
Beacon [C11] Study Group. $5 dues. 

A. McFarlane, Box 669, Bartonsville, 
PA 18321.
Bullseye Cancel Coll. Club. Dues $15 

U.S., Canada & Mexico; $20 elsewhere. 
Stanley Vernon, 2749 Pine Knoll Dr. #4, 
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2044.
Canal Zone Study Group. $8 dues. 

John C. Smith, 408 Redwood Ln., 
Schaumburg, IL 60193-2748, <www.
canalzonestudygroup.com>
Carriers & Locals Society. Martin Rich-

ardson, Box 1574, Dayton, OH 45401.
Christmas Seal & Charity Stamp Soc. 

$15 dues. Florence Wright, 33 Northum-
berland Rd, Rochester, NY 14618.
Christopher Columbus Philatelic 

Soc., $15 dues. David E. Nye, 9380 Junc-
tion Road, Frankenmuth, MI 48734.

CLUBS FOR U.S. COLLECTORS Precancel Stamp Society.  $22 dues. 
Arthur Damm, 176 Bent Pine Hill, North 
Wales, PA 19454.
Prexy Study Group. Dues $10. 

Presidential Series Committee, Jeff 
Shapiro, Post Offi ce Box 3211, Fayville, 
MA 01745.
Rhode Island Postal History Soci-

ety. Dues $16. Thomas Greene, Post 
Offi ce Box 113822, North Providence, 
RI 02919.
Ryukyu Philatelic Specialty Soc. 

$12.50 dues. Box 381, Clayton CA 
94517-0381.
Souvenir Card Collectors Soc.. $20 

dues. Dana M. Marr, Secretary, Box 
4155, Tulsa, OK 74159.
State Rev. Society, $12 dues. Scott 

Troutman, P.O. Box 270184, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73137.
Texas Postal History Society, $10 

dues. Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood 
Road, Austin, TX 78739.
United Nations Philatelists. $18 dues. 

Blanton Clement, Jr., PO Box 146, Mor-
risville, PA 19067-0146.
U.S. Cancellation Club. $16 dues. 

Roger Rhoads, 6160 Brownstone Ct., 
Mentor, OH 44060.
U.S. Philatelic Classics Soc. $27.50 

dues. Bob Lund, 3007 Panaview Blvd., 
Everett, WA 98203, <padalund@msn.
com>.
U.S. Possessions Philatelic Society. 

$25 dues. Geoffrey Brewster, 6453 
E. Stallion Rd, Paradise Valley AZ 
85253.
United Postal Stationery Society 

$18 dues. Levin, 1445 Foxworthy Ave, 
#187, San Jose, CA 95118, <poststat@
gmail.com>.
United States Stamp Society. $25 

dues. Executive Secretary, Post Offi ce 
Box 6634, Katy, TX 77491.
Universal Ship Cancellation Society. 

$20 dues. Sec’y., Steve Shay, 747 Shard 
Ct., Fremont, CA 94359.
Vermont Philatelic Society.  $10. 

VPS, c/o P. G. Abajian, Executive 
Director, PO Box 475, Essex Junction, 
VT 05453.
Western Cover Society. $20 dues. 

Edward Weinberg, 27 Bridgewater, 
Pleasant Hill CA 94523.
Wisconsin Postal History Society. $15 

dues. Greg Schmidt, 1978 Fox Burrow 
Court, Neenah, WI 54956.
Wreck & Crash Mail Society. $25 dues. 

Dr. Steven J. Berlin, Treasurer, 12407 
Dover Rd., Reisterstown, MD 21136.

 #
NOTE:  For information or to apply, 

send a #10 business sized self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope (SASE)  to 
the club of your choice.  Do not send 
dues until after receiving your ap-
plication.  U.S.-related Societies, send 
listing information and updates to 
Stamp News Societies, 42 Sentry Way, 
Merrimack, NH 03054, <stampnews@
verizon.net>.

Join A Collector Specialty Society
THE DUMMY STAMPS STUDY GROUP

Civil Censorship Study Group. 
$20 dues. Charles J. LaBlonde, 15091 
Ridgefi eld Lane, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80921.
Colorado Postal History Society. 

$8 dues. William Bauer, P.O. Box 519, 
Unadilla, NY 13849.
Confederate Stamp Alliance. $18 

dues. Richard H. Byne, 7518 Buckskin 
Ln, San Antonio TX 78227.
Connecticut Postal History Society. 

$10 dues. Michael Laby, 64 Orchard St. 
#1, East Hartford, CT 06108.
Ebony Society of Philatelic Events & 

Refl ections. $25 dues. Manuel Gilyard, 
800 Riverside Drive, 4H, New York, NY 
10032, <www.esperstamps.org>.
Empire State Postal History Society. 

$15 dues. George McGowan, PO Box 
482, East Schodack, NY 12063, <www.
esphs.org>.
Errors, Freaks & Oddities Collectors 

Club. $15 dues. Stan Raugh, 4217 8th 
Ave., Temple, PA 19560.
Florida Postal Hist. Soc. $10 dues.  

Deane R. Briggs, 160 East Lake How-
ard Drive, Winter Haven, FL 33881.
Georgia Postal History Society. $10 

dues. GPHS, 6303 Fir Road, Sebring 
FL 33872.
Hawaii Philatelic Society. $16/year 

dues. Hawaii Philatelic Society, PO Box 
10115, Honolulu, HI 96816.
Illinois Postal History Society $10-15 

dues. Andrew Oleksiuk, 5336 W. Belle 
Plaine, Chicago, IL 60641.
Indiana Postal History Soc. $10 dues. 

IPHS, PO Box 1875, Bloomington, IN 
47402 <faber@bluemarble.net>
Iowa Postal History Society. $12 

dues. Barb Good, 2804 East 40th St., 
Des Moines, IA 50317. 
Isthmian Collectors Club. $8 dues. 

Robert Karrer, 17 Wentworth St., 
Charleston, SC 29401, <Bkarrer@
bellsouth.net>.
Local Post Collectors Society. $10 

dues U.S., Robert Fritz, 17406 N Calico 
Dr, Sun City, AZ 85573, <www.lopocol 
lectors.com>
Machine Cancel Society. $15 dues. 

Gary Carlson, 3097 Frobisher Avenue, 
Dublin, OH 43017.
Mailer’s Postmark Permit Club. $7 

dues. MPPC, PO Box 3, Portland, TN 
37148-0003.
Maine Philatelic Society. Dues 

$5/year, ($10 family). Dr. Everett L. 
Parker, 719 Moosehead Lake Road, 
Greenville, ME 04441-9727.
Maritime Postmark Society. $10 

dues. Tom Hirschinger, P.O. Box 497, 
Wadsworth OH 44282.
Maryland Postal History Soc. $10 

dues. Patricia S. Walker, Briarwood, 
Lisbon MD 21765.
Masonic Study Unit of ATA-APS. 

$10 dues. Robert Domingue, 59 Green-
wood Road, Andover, MA 01810.

Maximum Card Study Unit. $10 
dues. Gary Denis, Box 110, Havelock, 
NC 28532. 
Meter Stamp Society. $20 dues. 

Doug Kelsey, PO Box 65930, Tucson, 
AZ 85728-5930, <www.Meter Stamp-
Society.org>.
Military Postal History Society.  $20 

US, $23 Canada/Mex; $25 WW. Ed 
Dubin, Box 586, Belleville, MI 48112, 
<www.militaryphs.org>.
Minn. Postal History Society.  $4 dues. 

John Grabowski, Box 536, Willernie, MN 
55090, <Minnjohn@alum.met.edu>. 
Missouri Postal History Society, $15 

dues. Scott Couch, 4120 NW 79 St. #4, 
Kansas City, MO 64151, <www.mophil.
org/mopohissoc.htm>
Mobile Post Offi ce Society $15 dues. 

P.O. Box 427, Marstons Mills, MA 
02648.
Mourning Stamps & Covers Club. 

$15 dues. Jim Bailey, PO Box 937, 
Brownwood, TX 76804, <jfbailey238@
earthlink.net>
National Duck Stamp Collectors 

Society. $20 dues. NDSCS, P.O. Box 
43, Harleysville PA 19438, <www.
ndscs.org>.
N.H. Postal History Soc. $10 dues. 

George Abbott, 318 Central St., Hudson, 
NH 03051.
N.J. Postal History Soc.. $15 dues. 

Robert Rose, Box 1945, Morristown, NJ 
07962, <rrose@pitneyhardin.com>.
North Carolina Postal History Society. 

$15 dues. Tony Crumbley, Box 681447, 
Charlotte, NC 28216.
Offi cial Seal Study Group. $12 dues. 

Fred Scheuer, P.O. Box 2356, Mesa AZ 
85204.
Ohio Postal History Society. Dues 

$15/yr. Denise Stotts, Box 690042, 
Houston, TX 77269-0042.
Pacifi c NW Postal History Society. 

$15. William R. Beith, PO Box 301263, 
Portland, OR 97294-9263. 
Pearl Harbor Study Group. $14.00 

dues. Larry R. Wendell, Jr., 140 E. Maple 
Ave., #4, Ottumwa, IA 52501-2073.
Peninsular State (Michigan) Philatelic 

Soc.  Info from Edward Fisher, 1033 
Putney, Birmingham, MI 48009.
Pennsylvania Postal History Soc.. 

$22.50 dues. Norman Shachat, 382 Tall 
Meadow Lane, Yardley, PA 19067.
Perfi ns Club. $15 dues. Ken Rehfeld, 

P.O. Box 125, Greenacres, WA 99016-
0125.
Plate Number Coil Collectors Club. 

$12 dues + $2 fee. Harvey Wales, 13 
Birmingham Place, Vernon Hills, IL 
60061.
Postal Label Study Group. $10 dues 

in U.S. ($15 outside U.S. &Canada). 
Thomas Giraldi, 1305 Scottsdale Way, 
Modesto, CA 95355.
Post Mark Collectors Club. $19.50 

dues with PMCC Bulletin. Bob Gov-
ern, 404 Rustic Ridge Road, Cary NC 
27511.

Formed as a study group of the U.S. Stamp 
Society, the DSSG has already made an impact 
through its members’ efforts working with 
Scott’s to improve and update the Test Stamps 
and Test Booklets sections of the Scott U.S. 
Specialized Catalogue. Membership is near the 
25 mark, but should be much higher as many 
collectors own dummy stamps and would like 
to know more about them. DSSG’s webmaster 
Terry Scott, issues a free quarterly electronic 
newsletter that covers the range and depth of 
the fi eld. The current and back issues can be accessed 
at <www.usstamps.org/dssg.html>. There are occasional 

members-only auctions. Membership is free, and 
membership in the USSS is not a requirement 
(though recommended). Register with Terry 
Scott at <trs@napanet.net>, or by mail at PO Box 
10406, Napa, CA 94581. 

* * * * *
 If you are a member of a U.S.-connected 

philatelic specialty society and would like to have it 
featured in this space, send a current issue of your 
publication and information about society benefi ts/
services to the editor, PO Box 1125, Falls Church, 

VA 22041-0125. Send corrections to the listings below to the 
publisher, John Dunn, 42 Sentry Way, Merrimack, NH 03054.

Thank you for your patience while this extra 
lengthy newsletter was being prepared.  

I would like to thank Joann Lenz and James N. 
Drummond for their interesting input into this 
newsletter.  

I would like to encourage other members to 
submit similar articles and/or information for 
publication in future issues of this newsletter.   ❏ 
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