Washington, Franklin, Head Series Postal History:

d

Rates an

The Exhibit Objective: The purpose
of this exhibit is to show and explain the
many different types of rates, fees, and usage’s
that are found with the stamps of the
Washington, Franklin, Head series.

Scope and Presentation: This is an
exhibit on rates and usage’s, but it is not an
exhibit of specific Washington, Franklin,
Head stamps used on cover. I have however
tried to use scarcer stamps when showing even
the most common of rates.

The exhibit is organized into classes
and fees. Where there is a general rate, (for
example, the first class domestic letter rate),
this will be broken down further into the pre-
war, war, and post-war rate. Usage’s, such as,
sent from US offices abroad, and, or from
military incursions will follow. Where
applicable, the international rate will be
exemplified, and, will round out the end of
each class or fee.

Another feature in this presentation
will be a few paragraphs written in italic.
Everything written in italic is geared for the
general public and will consist of giving a very
brief description of the history involved with
the cover being shown. At the discretion of
the jury, they may disregard all text written in
italic, if they so desire. Items that are mounted
on the dark purple mats indicate that they
have relevant significance.

Background Information: At the
beginning of this series, the postage rates were
somewhat stable. The domestic 1" class letter
rate was at 2¢ per ounce, and had been that
amount since 1885. The registry fee was at
8¢, with changes in indemnities, since 1893.
The special delivery fee had remained at 10¢

per item since its inception in 1885.

Usage’s 1908-1923

Due to the growing number of mail
order businesses, in 1913, the Post Office
introduced the “Parcel Post System”. This
effectively replaced fourth class mail, which
had been in service since 1879. Another new
addition incorporated into the parcel post
system was the issue of insurance, and the
“Cash On Delivery”, or C.O.D. system. By
insuring instead of registering parcels, this
expedited the movement of packages through
the mail stream. The C.O.D. system benefited
the mail order businesses by guaranteeing that
they would receive their revenue for the items
sent, and in return this increased the number
of packages in the mail system.

With the onset of World War One, the
need arose for revenue to be raised, to help
pay for our involvement in Europe. To meet
this need, the domestic first class, card and
letter rate was raised by 1¢. These rates were
returned to their previous amounts after
World War One.

The most volatile area of postal rate
change, in this series, was the beginning of the
official airmail service. Official airmail began
in May of 1918, and by July of 1919, there
had been four different rates for this service.
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A lady’s card, mailed at the 1" class rate.
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The classical case of confusing the green eight cent stamps, with the green one cent stamp. Whether
this mistake was done by the customer or the postal clerk, it led to the Post Office requesting a new
stamp design from the eight cent on up. This post card was over paid by seven cents.



Domestic Post Card Pre-War Rate
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THIS SPACE MAY BE USED
FOR CORRESPONDENCE

Stamp printed on
Bluish paper

Dry printed stamp

Compared to letter mail, post cards represent a less expensive, but less private way to
communicate. Post cards were first authorized for use at a rate lower than the letter rate, on
July 1%, 1898. The post card rate was one cent per card.




Re-mailed

An autograph post card. Original sender would mail this card to a friend, who would then
re-mail it to another friend, and so on. The sixth or last recipient would re-mail it back to the
original sender.

Dues notice sent to addressee, who then sent his dues along with the notice card and a 1¢,
stamp back to the originating organization. They in turn marked the card as paid, making the dues
notice now a receipt, and mailed it back to the recipient, with the postage that he provided.



From Offices Abroad

From Hawaii

From Samoa

A Tattersall, Phota, Apia-Samoa

From Puerto Rico
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Cards from possessions, ot territories could be sent at the domestic post card rate of one cent

each.




From Military Incursions 1914
Tampico and Vera Cruz
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Postmarked on various ships, while at Tampico and Vera Cruz. Domestic rates applied
to mail that were posted onboard U.S. naval vessels even though they were in foreign waters.

The U.S. Marines landed in Vera Cruz on April 21", 1914. After several months of negotiating
with Mexican President Carranaza, President Wilson recalled the Marine occupation force, which

evacuated Vera Cruz on November 237, 1914.



From Military Incursions 1916
Pershing’s Punitive Expedition
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On March 9°, 1916, Pancho Villa and his followers raided the town of Columbus, New
Mexico. President Wilson sent General Pershing into Mexico to capture him. Pershing went 500
miles into Mexico, leaving a line of men and equipment back to Columbus for communication and
supplies. The top card was sent up this line where it was postmarked and sent on to Chicago.
President Wilson sent troops to the border in fear of the Mexicans declaring war on the United
States. The bottom card is from a soldier stationed in Texas.




G - x 'I

» )
A/Lq i "//A{’ ifLPLJﬁF
v
- -') :" Th

m
STAL ¢

%:wr-:ﬂ!m
9 Ne ot

Lo i e 6
" Repiiblica’ Mexicana
Tarjeta Postal

1 f/Zw Cfft“:""
o G ke ;ﬂ_"j—*_
T T | .E"“_;___'—‘_--

“1_‘__;"(0(.‘4___/’4‘“
e Wi’l"d{{

l ST e //ﬂ-/‘:
s ‘}czm{...., “‘%aem

t wqt

e

Ships sent to the eastern territorial waters of Mexico, in anticipation of a declaration of
war, due to Pershing’s punitive expedition. Sender added provisional Mexican stamps to the
cards to guarantee their reaching their destination.




From Military Incursions 1917
World War One
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Sent from the Battleship, U.S.S. Alabama, two months after the U.S. declared war on
Germany. Once again domestic rates applied to mail that was posted on board U.S. naval
vessels, even though they were in foreign waters.




Domestic Post Card War Rate

Rate per | Nov. 2 | July 1"
Card: 1917 1919

2¢ 1¢

Postmaster General Order Number 755, October 3", 1917, effective November 2",
1917, in general stated that the domestic first class rate would be raised by one cent. This was
to help support the cost of World War One. This increased the domestic post card rate to two
cents each.




From Offices Abroad
Virgin Island

The domestic rate from possessions or territories also increased to 2¢ per card.



From Military Incursions 1918
World War One

From British Field Post

One Cent Short Paid

Direct mailing of cigarettes or tobacco to France was prohibited, but individuals or
organizations could send tobacco products to a central distribution center. This would then be
sent to the soldiers in Europe, along with a pre-addressed, stamped card. The soldier would
write a little thank you on it and mail it back.



Domestic Post Card Post-War Rate

Rate per | July 1" | Continued
Card: 1919 Past series
1¢ 1¢

Statute number 1150, effective July 1%, 1919, restored the first class rate. The new rate
for post cards was one cent each.
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Franking by a foreign tourist unfamiliar with U.S. stamps and postage rates. Post card
is over paid by eighty-seven cents.




From Offices Abroad

Canal Zone

Shanghai, China

Cards from possessions and our Consulate in Shanghai were reduced back to the
domestic rate of one cent each.




From Military Incursions 1919
Siberia

100 (P_RDSPD_LT G

S ETEE TN

O.S.A

The card rate from the military was also reduced to the 1¢ each rate.

The fear of the Bolsheviks occupying territories evacuated by the German forces, afier the
war, led Allied leaders to strengthen their troops in Russia. The American Expeditionary Force was
in Siberia from 1918 through 1920.




From Military Incursions 1921
Guantanamo Bay

i 74, ,ﬂW J_f‘éwﬁm. '-pﬁ’buﬂ‘-"*‘"ﬂ-“ Ao [

Republica de Cuba I,j" |

Tarj Postal —/Post Card>

{ Qc&zfpmlﬂ/kr ?/(/ S 52
. P ':--_d_-:'-ia.i

Same domestic rate for naval vessels in foreign waters.




From Military Incursions 1923
Dominican Republic

Sent from the Marine Corps base in the Dominican Republic.

The Marines landed in the Dominican Republic, on May 5", 1916, to guard the American
Legation. The Marines evacuated the Dominican Republic on September 18", 1924.



International U.P.U. Post Card Rate

Rate per | July 1" | October 1"
Card: 1875 | 1925
2¢ 3¢
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A large number of countries formed the Universal Postal Union, or U.P.U. The
mission of the U.P.U. is to find and suggest ways of conformity to ease the burden of
international mails within the membership of the U.P.U. The international post card U.P.U.
rate was two cents each.




To Guatemala
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Sent to Ceylon, at the 2¢ international U.P.U. card rate. Then forwarded free to India,
then to Japan, and then on to Egypt. The final destination of this card was in Greece.




Sent to Germany using a Honduran postal card. Honduran postage was not valid in the
United States. A two cent stamp was required to get this card to its destination.

Sent from New York to Australia during World War One. Hand stamped with an U.S.
Customs, “Licensed” rubber stamp.



Re-mailed

A chain post card sent internationally. Started in Canada and sent to the U.S., from
there it was sent to Brazil, and then on to Argentina. Once in Argentina it was mailed to
Austria. The person in Austria mailed it back to the original sender in Canada. The Austrian
stamp is on the back of the card.




From Offices Abroad

Postmarked in Manila, Philippine Islands, on October 317, 1909. Transferred on board
the U.S.S. Tennessee, and hand stamped again, on November 1%, Card was then sent on to
Germany, at the two cent international rate.




From Offices Abroad
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First card is an early usage from Alaska to England. The next two cards are from the
Hawaiian Territory, and the middle card is addressed to Argentina. The bottom card is
addressed to Germany, but then forwarded on to Italy. Forwarding was free since the 2¢
international U.P.U. rate had already been paid.




International Treaty Post Card Rate

Rate per
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Treaty rate to Mexico and Canada was 1¢ each. Second card mailed from Italy to the
U.S. and re-mailed to Canada. Third card sent to Canada, but then forwarded to Kansas City.
Last card simply sent to British Columbia, Canada.




Domestic Letter Rate

Per Ounce: | July 17 November 2™
1885 1917
2¢ 3¢

According to the Domestic Mail Manual, all post cards, where the writing extends
beyond the line, into the address portion of the card, shall be considered a letter and duly

charged the letter rate.
Both cards were rated as letters, Top card was held for postage from the sender. While

the bottom card was delivered as postage due from the recipient.



Post Cards In Enclosures

Postal regulations required that post cards with glitter on them be placed in a covering
envelope, so as to protect Post Office machinery. But by doing this, the card had to be sent at
the current letter rate.




The Washington, Franklin Head series started in November of 1908, |
all postmarked in December of 1908. They are considered very early usage’s and are desirable.




Sent to Wyoming, in 1911, to Mrs. John J. Pershing, Forwarded free to the Philippine
Islands, in care of General John J. Pershing. Forwarding was free to possessions and territories.
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“WAR STAMP” overprint created and used by Charles Thompson, then curator of the
Southwest Museum in Los Angeles. Thompson used these overprinted stamps to publicize his hopes
that the U.S. would produce a War Tax stamp as had been done in Canada. He started using these
stamps on May 3", 1917. Eventually their use was forbidden when a complaint was received from
the New York postmaster stating that they were “messing up” his foreign mail,



Left cover weighed 15 ounces, and
was sent at a cost of 30¢. The right
cover weighed 10 ounces, and was sent
at a cost of 20¢.




During the Mexican Revolution, there were political factions that the U.S. did not
recognize. Some of these factions printed stamps that, likewise were not recognized by the
U.S. These covers had to have Mexican stamps affixed to them to pay for transportation
through Mexico. U.S. stamps had to be placed on them to ensure delivery in the U.S.




From Offices Abroad

A triple weight cover to the United States, with both covers showing the 2¢ per ounce
domestic first class rate, that applied to all mail from possessions or territories.




Also sent from Puerto Rico to the U.S. At the 2¢ domestic rate.
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Rubber stamped, “POSTED ON THE HIGH SEAS”, and postmarked from Colon,
Canal Zone.
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Postmarked by the U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai, China.




Both covers were sent from
Christiansted, Virgin Island, and
both show the 2¢, first class, |

domestic letter rate.

Front cover was postmarked on
the last day that stamps from the
Danish West Indies could be used
in conjunction with U.S. stamps,
and is philatelic in nature.




Pago Pago, Samoa, is one of the more difficult possessions to find mail coming from,
during the Washington, Franklin Head series. Most mail that is found from Samoa, are post
cards. This letter was sent to Honolulu, Hawaiian Territory.




From Military Incursions 1914

Vera Cruz
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The Marines had to use the Mexican canceling machines on their mail when they
arrived in Vera Cruz on April 21% 1914, Cover shows that less than a month later, May 15"
they were still using the Mexican canceling machines.
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This cover shows that 10 days after the top cover was postmarked, the Marines were
using an U.S. flag cancel.




From Military Incursions 1916
Pershing’s Punitive Expedition

Sent from quartermaster, Captain F. Buck, while in Mexico chasing Pancho Villa, with
General Pershing, Addressed to his wife at the Presidio, care of the quartermaster in
Columbus, New Mexico. Censored by Capt. Buck under the postmark. This cover is proof
that the mail was sent up the line that General Pershing left from Mexico to Columbus, New

Mexico.

President Wilson ordered the Navy to patrol the West Coast of Mexico in support of
Pershing’s Punitive Expedition. The U.S.S. Chattanooga was one of many ships participating
in this exercise.




From Military Incursions 1916
Haiti and Cuba
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All three covers show the 2¢ domestic letter rate. First cover is a double rate cover from
Haiti and postmarked on board the U.S.S. Culgoa. Second cover is also from Haiti, but it’s
postmarked on a station ship at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The last cover is actually used from
Havana, Cuba, and is overpaid by one cent.




e From Military Incursions 1917-1918

Two cent domestic rate from the A.E.F. using a single from the 2¢ booklet pane.
Certificate is on the reverse of this page.

Another 2¢ A.E.F. booklet pane single, canceled with the first group of rubber hand
stamps sent over to France, and is from A.P.O. #2, from Paris. It was sent a week before the
free franking was put into effect, on October 4", 1917.




Last Day of Rate
November 17, 1917
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Postmarked on November 1%, 1917, which was the last day of the two cent domestic
letter rate.



Drop Letter Rate

Non-Carrier Office

Rate per | In Effect: | Nov. 2"
Ounce: 1917
1¢ 2¢

Drop letters at a non-carrier Post Office were left at the Post Office till the addressee
came and picked up the mail that had been left there. The rate for drop letters was one cent
per ounce.




First Day of Increase

November 2™, 1917
Rate per | Nov. 2 [ July 1" |
i
l
|

Ounce: | 1917 1919
3¢ 2¢
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As with the post cards, Postmaster General Order Number 755, effective November
2", 1917 in general stated that the domestic first class rate would be raised by one cent. This
was to help pay for the war. This raised the domestic letter rate up to 3¢ per ounce and 3¢ per

additional ounce.




Illegal Usage

| JoMn W.S . Ric6LE.
CARE, OF MIVEXT GAS COMPANY,
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¥ 27 STJAMES PARK,
Los ANGELES, U.S.A.

Top cover is an illegal usage of a 2¢ documentary stamp to make up the 3¢ domestic
war rate. While the bottom cover shows an illegal bisects of a 2¢ stamp to make up the same
rate.




From Offices Abroad

Shanghai, China

Virgin Island

Military Postal Express Service, from Paris France.




From Military Incursions 1917-1918
World War One

While any first class mail matter could be sent free from military personnel, any other
classes or rates had to be paid for. This probable third class wrapper, of ten ounces, was sent at
the first class rate of three cents per ounce, total of thirty cents. It was sent from and censored
at A.P.O. #701, the debarkation base at Saint-Nazaire, France. It was hand stamped “Duty
Free, U.S. Customs, Kansas City”, and sent on to Oklahoma.



From Military Incursions 1919
Siberia

Scnt from and censored by the Assistant U.S. Postal Agent in Siberia, on November
30" 1918.




Last Day of Rate
June 30", 1919
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Examples of commercial usage, postmarked on the last day of the three cent war rate.
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Drop Letter War Rate

Non-Carrier Office
| Rate per | Nov. 2™ [ July 1"
Ipunce: 1917 1919
2¢ 1¢
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Secretary,

LEHIGH VALLEY RAILROAD Co.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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The increase in the first class rate also affected the drop letter rate. The drop letter rate,
for mail left at a non-carrier office was raised from one cent per ounce to two cents per ounce.




Rate per | July 1° First Day of Decrease
Ounce: 1919 J uly 1%, 1919

Statute #1150, effective July
1%, 1919, lowered the
domestic letter rate to 2¢ per
ounce, and 2¢ per additional
ounce. Both covers are
postmarked on the first day of

this new rate.
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The stamps have the Travelers Insurance Co.
perforated initials on them, and are canceled with the
normal 1" class duplex hand stamp. This was sent from
their offices in NY to their offices in Connecticut, at the
2¢ per ounce rate. The weight of the item mailed was 7
pounds, three ounces, and cost $2.30 to send.

Received from Canada and re-mailed at the current letter rate of 2¢ per ounce. The
cover was not forwarded as hand stamped, because forwarding was free.




From Offices Abroad

Both covers are from Shanghai, China and show the domestic rate that were applicable
from U.S. Offices abroad. In both cases, Shanghai, China over-printed stamps were used.




MILWAUKEE,Whs.

YNEW IDEAS IN HEAVY SHOES COUPLED WITH OLD FASHIONED QUALITY"

From Cuba, with a three centavo Cuban stamp which paid the rate to the US. The
cover also has a 2¢ US stamp affixed to it to make sure it reached its destination. Cover is
postmarked with a “paquebot” hand stamp.
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Two cent domestic rate from Cristobal, Canal Zone, to the US.




Prof. Ha Se Palmer,
University of Hawail,
Honolulu,
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Both covers were sent from the Pacific island of Guam, and show the two cent

domestic rate.




From Military Incursions
Dominican Republic, Haiti, & Cuba

Dominican Republic

Haiti

17 Lot Ban SC

.}3&«\ ;. y "
- Pease Forwaro

—y

Because of unrest and disturbances in all three places, the Marines were sent in to
protect American interests. The bottom cover was overpaid by three cents.




From Military Incursions
Yangtze River Patrol in China

Because of China’s isolationist policies, and very limited
access to foreign influences, the US felt it was necessary to
patrol the Yangtze River, that flows through Shanghai, to
protect American interests that were allowed to be in that
area.

The U.S.S. Helena was one of the patrol ships that
traveled up and down the river, protecting Americans.
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Statute #1150, effective July 1%, 1919, besides lowering the 3¢ domestic letter rate

down to 2¢ per ounce, it also lowered the non-carrier drop letter rate down to 1¢ per ounce
also.




ey International Letter Rate
Universal Postal Union

To All UPU - Each additional
1" ounce
Members ounce
5¢ 3¢ l

After b days return to .. -
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All African countries were members of the UPU.

A large number of countries formed the Universal Postal Union, or UPU. The mission of
the UPU is to find and suggest ways of conformity to ease the burden of international mails within
the membership of UPU. The international UPU letter rate was 5¢ for the 1" ounce and 3¢ for

each additional ounce.
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Sent to a prisoner of war, during World War One, while the prisoner was in the
hospital, in Casablanca, Morocco, Africa. French censorship hand stamp applied to front of

the cover.
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Eight cents, for two ounces was the current rate to Africa. This cover from the

American Cable Clip Co. was sent to the “ERECTION DEPARTMENT?”, in Transvaal.
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After § days, return to ”GORSICJ@T PRINCE"
P. ROSENSTERN & CO.,
P, 0. Box 1821,
NEW YORE, N. Y.

Mr. Carlos Fuehs,

Caixa 1092,
Rio de Jeneiro,

| BRAZIL.,

After five days re
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8. Gunckel,
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Valdivia, Chile,

Until treaties were signed much later with South and Central America, the UPU rates

applied.
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Bottom cover shows the two ounce rate, five cents for the first ounce and three cents for
each additional ounce.
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Covers destined for Australia, islands in the Pacific Ocean, or islands in the Indian
Ocean, followed the UPU international rate.
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The October 1918, Supplemental Postal Guide stated that as of that month, mail could
resume to Archangel, Russia, but to that city only. Mail destined for other Russian cities

forwarded through Archangel was not permissible.
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Earliest known usage of the 2¢ Washington stamp going to Japan.
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First cover addressed to the Red Cross in care of the US Consul in Italy, postmarked on
Armistice Day. The second cover was sent to Kuwait, via Bombay.

RETURN IN B DAYS TO

J. M. BARTELS CO.

2818-814 OLD SOUTH BLDG.

BOSTON, - NMASS.

MR. JOSEF MBLLER,
KIRCHENGASSE 17,
VIBNNA, VII/2,

AUSTRIA.

. g . h
The earliest known usage of this stamp is a domestic usage, and is on January 127, 1909.

This is the earliest reported usage of this stamp going to Austria, just 17 days later.
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Sent from and postmarked in NY City, on May 19”, 1916. Addressed to Berlin,

Germany, via England. British military authorities censored then held this cover. Receiving
mark on the back is dated August 28", 1919, a year and three months later.
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After 8 days, return to
Room 908,
26 Broadway,
NEW YOREK, N. Y.
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Presumably sent to Germany in 1918, and returned to sender. It’s stamped “Enemy

Trade License Required”.



This is the only cover, known to the exhibitor, that shows
the New Zealand double circled postal censorship, (“P.C."),
marking on mail that did not originate in New Zealand.

The cover is also stamped “Not Found”, “Unclaimed”, and
“Return To Sender”. Since the cover was being returned to the
sender, the postal authorities felt it was necessary to censor this
letter as they would for any outgoing mail.



All mail to Germany had been
suspended on February 3, 1917,
due to severed relations with that
country.




Sent from a bank in Vera Cruz, Mexico, through the US military mail system, during
the occupation, to a bank in Madrid, Spain. |



Forwarded

UPU Rate

As long as the UPU rate had been paid, mail could be forwarded as many times as
necessary, and to as many places as needed. The above cover was addressed to the American
Legation in South Africa; it was then forwarded to Argentina, South America, back to the
Gold Coast in Africa, then on to Paris, France. The rest of the addresses and postmarks are on
the reverse of the cover.

Sent to Japan, and forwarded twice in Japan.



Re-mailed
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Sent to a doctor at a hospital in Michigan, at the domestic 2¢
rate. They, at the hospital, re-mailed it to Naples, Italy, at the 5¢
UPU international rate. In Naples it was forwarded by the Thomas,
Cook, and Son forwarding agency, to Florence, Italy. Total for both
mailings was seven cents.



Turned and Re-Mailed

Sent to Germany at the U.P.U. rate of 5¢ per ounce, on September 20", 1921. This
was during Germanys inflationary period. The recipient of this letter saved the envelope and
on December 18", 1922 mailed a two ounce letter back to Cedar Rapids, lowa. The German
domestic rate had just increased to 80 marks for the first ounce, and 40 marks for each
additional ounce, three days before on December 15", 1922.



International Letter Rate

Treaty Agreements
To Countries
With Treaties FerOahee
Domestic Rate Applied

It was found to be beneficial to sign mail treaties with some countries. This
resulted in mail that could be sent to one of these countries at the then current
domestic rate. Both covers represent this treaty rate with England, with the bottom
cover being the earliest reported usage of this series of stamp, going to England.



it B S
. & X
RETURK IN FIVE DAYS TO
| DNER-STYBR INVESTMENT COMPANY,
’| 404 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING F\\}EE R.G

DENVER. COLORADO

| ———g)

IF NOT DELIVERED RETURN TO

ALPHONSE J. CONROY

FRUIT AND PRODUCE BROKER
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MILWAUKEE, WIS.

FOMM RER BM B 13 BJ.C.

ARHROCTIATRE

Geo E Tayler,

Paris Station,

ont. t =
1

|
| 7

| Lo AL, 1 P15z
Ty e S

T E

D

The pre-war treaty rate to Canada mirrored the domestic rate of 2¢ per ounce.
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When the domestic rates changed for the war and then again when they changed
for the post-war rate, the international treaty rate changed also.




Pre-war and war treaty rate to Mexico.
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Barbados, B.W.I.

Sent to Barbados in the British West Indies. Barbados
signed a postal treaty with the US, and it was initiated on April
1%, 1915.




Filiale,
Der Dresdener Bank,
= (?HEMNI‘I‘Z, Saxony,

The US had a special treaty with Germany, up until the
war started, and mail was suspended to Germany. Mail
destined for Germany, which went via England, was charged
the UPU rate of five cents. If the mail went via German steamer
directly to Germany, it was charged the treaty rate of 2¢ per
ounce. German steamers only departed New York City on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.




Treaty of Madrid

On November 13, 1920, a convention was held in Madrid, Spain. A treaty was
signed by Spain, Latin America, and the US, which allowed the domestic rates to be
applicable on the mail between the individual countries. This became effective as soon
after January 1¢t, 1921, as a country ratified it. Bolivia and Peru both ratified this treaty
on February 15, 1921.




Treaty Rate - Forwarded

Forwarded from England to Switzerland.

Mailed at the international treaty rate of 2¢, to England, then forwarded to a non-treaty
country. The forwarding agency added one and a half pence, the equivalence of 3¢, to pay for the
5¢ UPU rate.



Diplomatic Pouch

First National Bank.
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Btaie in Diplomatic Poych

Sent from Mexico, through the Embassy, to the State Department in Washington DC. From
there US postage was added, and it was sent on to Texas.

Received at the State Department in May of 1916. It was sent on to Germany through
diplomatic pouch, and was date stamped there, June 10", 1916,




Air Mail
Pioneer Flights

The first official experimental series of actually flown government air
mail flights. There were no air mail rates at this time, so therefore the
domestic rates were applicable. Cover was flown from Garden City
Estates, New York, on September 30", 1911.
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The rate for the new air mail service was 24¢ per ounce, with 10¢ of this going towards
special delivery. Postal employees and patrons had some confusion about this new service. Neither
cover is hand stamped “FEE CLAIMED BY OFFICE OF FIRST ADDRESS”, which may indicate
that the proper Post Office may not have been credited the special delivery fee. The top cover
shows that some patrons believed that the 3¢ domestic letter rate also had to be paid.




1918

16¢

Air Mail
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The airmail rate was reduced to 16¢ on July 15 1918. This was the last airmail rate to
include the special delivery service. The “FEE CLAIMED BY’ hand stamp shows that the proper
Post Office was credited with the special delivery fee. But the 3¢ over payment shows that the
public was still confused about the air mail rate.



The airmail rate was reduced
again on December 15", 1918 to 6¢
per ounce, and did not include
special ~ delivery. The 5¢ over
payment indicates that the cover is
philatelic in nature and not
confusion on the senders part.




Experimental Transcontinental Route

Air Mail | July 18" 1919
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This was not strictly an airmail rate. The Postmastcrs General’s order number 3336 of July
18", 1919, effective that same day, discontinued formal air mail service. The order provided that
mail carried by airplane would be charged at the first class rate of 2¢ an ounce if space was available
on the planes which continued to fly in order to establish the contemplated transcontinental route.
Although the order of the Postmaster General is dated July 18", 1919, most covers noted are

postmarked at Philadelphia on July 19"




Experimental Government Contracts
Interrupted Flights

Vs

New York to Chicago flight, pilot Walter H. S. Stevens was killed when the plane caught fire
from a forced landing. One hundred pounds of charred mail was recovered and forwarded with the

accompanying note.

Flight from San Francisco to Chicago, plane nose dived, crashed and was destroyed by fire.
The pilot, W.M. Bunting was killed. There was 292 pounds of mail carried, and 227 pounds were

salvaged.



Los Angeles to San Francisco
Both Directions

| 6¢

Cover was postmarked on the first day, May 27", 1920, of this
route that lasted only till July 7%, 1920. There was only one pouch flown
on the first flight, and this route used the old 6¢ per ounce rate. Most of
these first day covers were philatelic.



From Military Incursions 1919-1921
During the Occupation of Germany

From February 19" through March 26", of 1921, official airmail
flew from Cuxhaven, Germany, to other US military bases in Germany,
during the occupation of Germany. There was no extra charge for the
airmail service. This cover was postmarked in New York on February
18", the day before the service started, and is sent to Dortmund,
Germany.



International Air Mail Rate

The Seattle to Victoria, British Columbia airmail route started on October 15", 1920 to
expedite transpacific mail, and there was no extra charge.

Airmail service by seaplane to Cuba was available if prepaid at 6¢ per ounce, or (u-p. t0 500
pounds per flight), if prepaid at the 1" class rate of 2¢. The cover bears both rates and is back
stamped, Havana, Cuba. Evidently the sender misunderstood the rate.




Registered

From Beginning of Series

Registry Fee Till October 31" 1909

8¢ each
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1 Registered mail is the most secure way of
" transporting items through the mail system.
z ""Z_L"'L " Registration was used from the individual
" wanting to make sure a letter gets to it’s

: 2’0 & 3% \ destination, to a bank sending thousands of
fr [ &/ / dollars to another bank.
i/

At the beginning of this series till
C?' ; .».tuaaa@saa

MUSKOGEE, OKLA.

Department of the Interior,
Oommissioner to the Five Uivilized Tribes,

November 1%, 1909, the registry fee was 8¢
& cach. The left cover shows this fee being paid

- on an official penalty envelope. While the right
cover shows this fee along with the 2¢ domestic
letter rate for a total of 10¢.

In
¢
1




Registry Fee

November 1%
1909

10¢ each

A registered post card sent from the Civil Appeals Court, in
Texas, to a judge, notifying him that transcripts had been filed. Ten cent
registry fee along with the one cent domestic post card rate for a total of
eleven cents. The return receipt was free.




An official business penalty envelope,
and a mailing label with a Senator’s free
franking signature, showing the 1" class
rate was free but the 10¢ registry fee still
had to be paid.




Obviously philatelic, as Mr.
Tweedy was a well-known collector,
this is still cthe only known, to the
exhibitor, of the 2¢, block of 10 with
the “COIL STAMPS” inscription, used

on cover.

Aftet 10 days, return to 5
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% SCHULTE, KANSAS.

Postage due stamps were never
allowed to pay for other services. The
cover above should not have been
treated as registered mail. This cover is
one of two known to the exhibitor.



Ten cent registry fee paid with a 10¢ parcel post stamp.

The 12¢ sta;np was intended to pay for both the 1* class rate and the registry fee with 1 stamp.



The 13¢ stamp was also intended to pay the registration fee and the domestic letter war rate
with one stamp. Cover is postmarked on the last day of the three cent rate.



Registered, Highest Indemnity

Registry Fee April 1%, 1923
> 550, 2 5100

Both covers were sent late in 1923, and both show the higher indemnity rate of 20¢. The top
cover was only one ounce, while the bottom example is a triple weight cover.




Registered, Restricted Delivery
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Official penalty envelope is hand
stamped in regards to the regulations
on returning letter if unclaimed. All
three covers were hand stamped,
“Deliver Only To Addressee”.
Restricted registered delivery was a
free service during this time period.




Money Order Business

Money orders could be purchased through the Post Office. The recommended way of
sending money orders through the mail system was to send it registered. This was then duly hand
stamped with a “M.O.B.” postmark.
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Please ascertain if the sender desires—
1st. To haveithe article delivered to some person other than the addressee, as provided for in Bection 860, P'. L.
and R., edition of 1902;
2d. To have the article forwarded to some other address, as provided for in S8ection 870; or,
w0 for restoration to the sender, as provided for in Bection 887.
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From Banks

19 pounds 10 ounces

18 pounds

2 ounces

3 pounds

3 ounces

The Post Office would not provide higher than $50. indemnity on registered mail. I
speculate that when banks would send cash or bonds through the mails, they would insure it
through a private insurance company. They would then pay the 10¢ registry fee and the 1" class

rate for the weight of the package.




Thomas C.McCahen
After § days, return to
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After § days, return to
THE W. J. McCAHAN SUGAR REFINING CO.,
8. E. Cor. Front & Ohestnut Streets,
PHILADELPHIA, PA
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Registered mail sent under U.P.U. regulations with the marking of "A.R.”, is most of the
time either to or from a foreign destination. The “A.R.” stand for either “Avis de Reception”, which
is French for, “Advise of Receipt”, or the US Post Office took it to mean, “acknowledge receipt”.
These markings are very difficult to find used in the US to a domestic location.




Registered From Offices Abroad

Shanghai, China and Puerto Rico
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The twp 2 covers
were  sent  from
Shanghai to the US at
the 2¢ first class rate,
and the 10¢ registry
fee. The middle cover
went to port in |
Vancouver,  British » |
Columbia, instead of _— — — —— |
San Francisco, California. The bottom cover was sent registered from Puerto Rico, using the 10¢

registry stamp, to Toledo Ohio.




From Military Incursions 1914
Vera Cruz

Sent from a bank in Vera Cruz, during the Marine occupation. Registered and sent through
the US mail agency that was set up to support the military.




From Military Incursions 1917-1918
World War One

Only first class articles were free for soldiers, as in the top cover. All other fees had to be pre-
paxd. Hence the 10¢ registry fee on the soldiers free frank letter. The bottom cover was from non-
service personnel, and so therefore the 2¢ domestic letter rate applied.



Registered International UPU Rate
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This is an early usage of the 13¢, perforated 12, double line watermarked stamp. Shown is
the 8¢ registry fee, along with the UPU rate, via closed mail through England, at 5¢ for the first

ounce. The earliest known usage for this stamp is March 5", 1909.

From: Ubarles Lathrop Pack,
_Lakewood, New. Jersey, U.S.A.

e R .

Double weight letter, 5¢ for the P ounc and 3¢ for each a clitioI ounce, along with the
10¢ registry fee, to Australia. Total for this was eighteen cents.




Earliest known usage of the 5¢, imperforate vertical coil, double line watermarked. Back
stamped September 15, 1911, in New York City. Five cent UPU rate to Germany, with 10¢
registry fee. The single stamp to the left is a paste up single.



Top cover was sent to South America while the bottom cover was sent to Africa. The registry
fee to countries on both continents was 10¢. First class letter rate for the 1™ ounce was 5¢ with each
additional ounce at 3¢ each. The total for both covers was 18¢.
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K K Priv. Oesterreichische Credit-Anstalt
Fur Handel & Gewerbe,

VIENNA,
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Ten cent registry fee to Europe, with eight cents for a 2 ounce letter to Austria. Hand
stamped on board the steamer Lusitania.




The top cover is a registered letter to a German prisoner of war in France. The bottom cover
is a double weight letter from the Austro-Hungarian Consulate, in San Francisco, to Austria, in
1916. The British military confiscated this letter and didn’t release it till after the war.




International UPU Rate
From Offices Abroad
Puerto Rico

Alois Steinkellner,

Instituteur,
sromprinz Rudolphstrasse 14/8, p

Sent from Puerto Rico at the five cent international rate to Austria. Registry fee of ten cents.




Registered International Treaty Rate

Postmarked on Saturday, October 30", 1909, the last business day of the eight cent registry
fee period. Sent to England, at the 2¢ international treaty rate.

This cover shows the 10¢ registry fee, along with the 2¢ international treaty rate, again with
England as its destination. In addition, it shows a more conventional use of the “AR”, or “Advise of
Receipt” marking. Normally this marking is found on mail bound for foreign destinations.




Registered International Treaty Rate
Prom Offices Abroad — Puerto Rico
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Scnt from Puerto Rlco to Cuba, at the 3¢ trcaty’ rate along w:th the 10¢ reglstry e, Duc to
the war, almost all mail was censored. After the attempted delivery the cover was hand stamped as
“unclaimed” and sent to the Dead Letter Office in Puerto Rico where it was stamped as

“FRAUDULENT” and rctumed to thc sender.

VFRACRUZ, VER,| . Military Incursions

08424 | Vera Cruz

0 e e

Ten centavos for the Mexican rcglstry fee, , and five centavos for the international treaty rate
to the US. Since this cover was being carried by the US military mail system, the registry fee had to

be paid with US postage.




Re-Mailed Registered Letters

Sent from the US to England, at the 2¢ treaty rate and registered. Once delivered it was
forwarded back to the US. The person that forwarded the letter had to pay 2 pence to re-register
the cover. They applied a 3 pence stamp and over paid the registry fee by 1 penny.

A registered letter from England to the US, and delivered in San Francisco. There it was re-
mailed to Walnut Creek, hence the additional 2¢ added to it. The 10¢ registry fee was not paid for,
so the cover was hand stamped as no longer in the registered mail system.




Re-mailed as Registered
Letter

Sent from Italy to Opelika, Alabama, this letter was re-mailed to France as a
registered letter at the U.P.U. letter rate of 5¢ plus 10¢ registry fee.




From Foreign Office
Re-registered

Two ounce registered letter
from France, 1% ounce, 25
centimes, 2" ounce, 15
centimes, registry fee, 25
centimes. Sent to New York and
accepted by an individual who
the then re-registered it and
forwarded it.  First  class
forwarding was free, and re-
registering cost ten cents.




Special Delivery

Special Delivery | Through entire
Fee Series

10¢ l
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Special delivery was very popular during this series. There was special Post Offices set up to
handle this type of mail. All classes and a multitude of services could be sent as special delivery.
Boys made most deliveries, and they were paid by the number of items delivered.

Shown above are 3 post cards that were sent by special delivery. On 2 of the cards, the fee
was paid by using the special delivery stamp, and the other card had the fee paid by using the

current definitive stamp.




Pneumatic tubes carried the mail more rapidly than did horse drawn wagons.
This admitted the later closings of outgoing mail, making train connections that
would otherwise be missed. It placed the incoming mail into the hands of the city
carriers in time for early deliveries, and it expedited special delivery letters. There was
not a fee or a rate for mail that went through the tubes.
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3¢, type L1,
horizontal coil
rotary press

2¢, perf. 12
single line
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booklet pane
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AMERICAN PLAN
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GEO. B. GIBSON, Proprietor -
CONCORDIA, KANSAS

O

All three covers on this page represent the largest known usage of their particular stamp on
cover. All three show the special delivery fee along with the domestic first class rate. As a
convenience for the sender, the cover with the five, 3¢ coil stamps was over paid by two cents.




Special Delivery
Registered

20¢ perf. 11
unwatermarked
back stamped;
Sept. 17" 1918
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All three covers show the combination of special delivery, registered, and 1" class. The top
cover is the E.K.U. of the 20¢ stamp. The middle cover has a special delivery stamp, a registry
stamp, and a regular postage stamp. The bottom cover is a special delivery, but with the registered
stipulation to deliver to addressee only.




Special Delivery Forwarded

If a special delivery letter were addressed to a person who had left a forwarding address, the
Post Office of the first address would forward the letter and not claim the special delivery fee. This
would be duly marked on the letter, so that the second Post Office would treat the letter as special
delivery, and claim the fee.



International Special Delivery

Spectal Delivery

Sent to Germany in 1913 as registered and special delivery. Special delivery to Germany did
not start till September of 1926. For some reason the postal clerk accepted the ten cent fee, and
hand stamped it as such.

From Offices Abroad

— —— ———— - r— . - - —=- - ~

LL. PLAKES sarTi ) D

IMPORTADGOR DE ALIMENTOS
PARA EL 3
GANADO ¥ AVES EN GENERAL
P, O, BOX 234
4 SAN JUAN, P. R.

Dr Don. José Guzman Soto, i

Stop 26,8anturce,P. R.

= -?*_?_1_____7:—-..‘—'.-“-._% —

A Puerto Rican, inter-island, special delivery usage.




From Foreign Offices

Mail that was intended to go special delivery from Canada or Mexico to the US had to use
US postage to pay the special delivery fee. Only the larger cities in these two countries carried US
stamps, as a courtesy, for this purpose.
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Card was sent 5 pfennig
short from Germany. Same
as 1¢ short paid. Double
penalty, therefore, postage
due is two cents.

Postage Due
Post Cards

Attempted to mail from
Canada with US postage.
Was returned for proper
postage.

Sent to England, one
cent under paid. Marked
as postage due in the US
and England. Forwarded
back to the US.



A two ounce letter sent to Whitehall, Michigan, during the war
rate, was 3¢ short paid. The Post Office in Whitehall used revenue
stamps to indicate that postage was due.



=

Intended for non-carrier drop letter rate of 1¢ per ounce. But addressed to a Post Office b
which is the same as an address, therefore the 2¢ per ounce 1" class rate applies. The cover was
short paid, hence the 1¢ postage due.

-

A three ounce package sent at the 1" class rate, postage was six cents. The package was 4
short paid, and was double charged 8¢ postage due as a penalty.



First day of the 3¢ war rate, sent as 1¢ short paid. Post Office in Wichita was either out of
1¢ postage due stamps or they just wanted to use up their stock of parcel post postage due stamps.

If not delivered in & days return to

FRED MICHAEL
0937 MADISON STREET

| r—

BUY NOW FF— , gh
U C; jv?-‘.g o

T APRIO T
CHICAGO, ILL. O 3-pM ! GOVERNS err,.] NS . fih ___;;i'
Stamps and Coins for Collectors 1918 R0 LIBERTY LOAN 4 S e,

e e A T PR T el R mm ll‘g-u, !"-“'"'

: r . lI . S- ]}i C‘ke :u'p
Newton,

kansas.

Federal R, B.
License 2571 '

Sent 1" class, 1¢ short paid for the 3¢ war rate. Should have been charged one cent postage

due.




Advertised

Both covers could not be delivered for whatever reason. They were both advertised in the
local newspaper. The charge for advertising was 1¢; therefore there was postage due of 1¢ for both

Ccovers.
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Sent from occupied Vera Cruz, Mexico, through the US military mail system, to Mexico
City. The Mexican government did not accept the US postage as valid. The Post Office in Mexico
City penalized the recipient by charging double the normal rate of five centavos, total due was ten
centavos.

Note that the Mexican Post Office did not recognize the validity of the US postage, but
double charged as if the cover had originated in the United States.




International UPU Rate
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Both covers were mailed from the same place on the same day. With both covers 3¢ short
paid. Both were marked due in New York and the top cover was returned to sender.




Sent 3¢ short paid, marked as postage due in Japan. When delivery was attempted to be
made, the addressee refused acceptance of the letter, and therefore avoided paying the postage due.

Cover was eventually sent back to the sender.

Cover to Australia is 3¢ short paid, and is duly marked and charged double the amount due
as a penalty. It was then censored and delivery was attempted. Cover was then hand stamped as
unclaimed, and advertised for pick up. To note that the cover was advertised, it was stamped as
“CALLED” for. When this failed to find the addressee the cover was sent to the Brisbane Dead
Letter Office. This also failed and the cover was eventually “Returned To Sender”.




Incoming Letter

Improperly Paid
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. After § days, return to
THH RED STAR MILL & ELEVATOR CO.
Corner of 18th St & L‘mporis Ave,

| . = 2
kgﬁ? ’5 J ;,:?
| i (’?':ﬁ '\Q

The Red Ster Mill & Zlevator Co., e From France

Letters from all foreign countries had to be paid with the country of origins stamps. All three

covers were paid with US postage. The top two covers should have been charged postage due. Only
the bottom cover was charged.




Incoming

Underpaid

A2 ounce letter from Korea, when occupied by Japan, lacking 6
sen for the 2" ounce. Hand stamped as postage due, 30 centimes, and
stamped with a Japanese clerks identification mark.

Converted to US rates for international mail, the 2™ ounce is 3¢.
This is then doubled as a penalty and 6¢ is charged, as is hand stamped
on the front of the cover. Upon delivery, the local postal official decided
to override what was due and only charged the domestic 2" ounce rate of
2¢. :



Second Class

Transient

Rate per Through
4 ounces Entire
Series
1¢

The transient second class rate was introduced as the rate of
postage on periodicals entered as second class matter, when sent as a
sample copy to a non-subscriber.



Third Class
Single Piece

Rate per | Through
2 ounces: | Entire
Series

AND HERBERT oiin ) I
WATSONVILLE,
CAL .

Third class single piece encompassed
items like, circulars, printed matter, and
holiday cards, where the envelope had
been left unsealed, and the only writing
allowed was a signature of the sender.




91971 6/23/17
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This receipt was sent back
Wi

to the donor using the 3"
class single piece rate.
Dimensions of this receipt
are too small to be
categorized as a post card.

[address] Elmdale The 3 class rate saved the
towards the Red Cross War Fund. red cross the cost of
Cash during Red Cross Weak / : envelopes, and the 2¢
1st Pledge Payment et E___ WA\JLC/CA QO .
2nd Pledge Paymen £ 2 d stic | :
2 t &W omestic letter rate
Ath Pledge Payment
SECURITIES
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CHIO HUMANE SOCIETY
for the

Prevention of Cruelty
to Children & Animals

310 Elm Street

Cincinnati

LG b3,

Single piece printed matter sent at the third class rate. The address was clipped from a
mailing list and glued to the envelope. A pre-cancelled stamp was affixed, and this indicates that
this was a mass mailing,




Weighing over two ounces, this
phone book was sent at the single piece
rd
3" class rate.




Photos, Samples, and Clippings
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Photographs, merchandise samples, and plant clippings could be sent at the third class rate,

which was the same as the single piece rate.




Books

Books could be sent third class till March 16", 1914. At that time books were placed into the
fourth class. The third class book rate was the same as the single piece rate, (1¢ for every 2 ounces).
The weight for this package was 1 pound and 14 ounces for a total of 15¢.

10¢. The weight of this package was 2 pounds and 14 ounces, total fee of 23¢, plus the 10¢ fee
makes a total of 33¢.




Re-Mailed

Third class could not be
forwarded free of charge.
This letter was mailed from
Ann Arbor, Michigan, to
Munising, Michigan. It was
then re-mailed to Daytona,
Florida.



International Printed Matter

e
-

Post card, printed matter
rate, to Germany.

a H-: r;‘ o |)'.|-r
Made in Germany, A O. Bossslmen & Co, New Yok,

Printed matter
to  Transvaal,

Africa.

A twelve to fourteen ounce wrapper to Switzerland.




International Printed Matter
Registered

27, ;
/"-A’-‘;;;( i

Registered '/é. 74

Den Heer Joh. Sandow
Duitsch Consulas
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Holland W) Amsterd :

Printed matter could be sent abroad at the same rate as the
domestic 3” class rate. This cover shows the up to 4 ounce printed
matter rate, and the 8¢ registry fee.
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Incoming
Re-Mailed
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Printed matter from Japan, showing the proper two sen
international printed matter rate, to the United States. Once received in
New York, it was re-mailed, at the domestic third class, single piece rate,
of 1¢ per 2 ounces to Maine.



Six ounces of photographs
mailed from Austria to the US.
Once it arrived in the states it was
re-mail at the 3" class rate of 1¢ per
2 ounces.




- Printed Matter
From Office Abroad

Sent from the Hawaiian Territories to California, at the 1¢ per 2
ounce printed matter rate.




From Military Incursions

A Y.M.C.A. envelope used as a wrapper, to send something to relatives back home. Sent at
the printed matter rate of 1¢ per 2 ounces, from the debarkation base in La Rochelle, France, APO

#735. Address and censorship marking is on the back

Between August of 1915 and August of 1934 the US Marine Corps were in Haid, at the
invitation of the Haitian provisional government. This is the carliest known usage of this
postmark, and the third earliest known usage from the Marine base in Haiti. The sender used a

calendar page as a wrapper




Fourth Class

Rate per | In Effect Jan. 1"
Ounce: 1913
1¢ Parcel Post
System

A brass nameplate for a safe, sent on August 26", 1912. This is
before the establishment of the parcel post system on January 17,
1913. Weight of 4 ounces, at the rate of 1¢ per ounce, up to 4
ounces, regardless of distance. Registry fee 10¢, total is fourteen

cents.




Domestic, Registered

Fourth Class and registered, registry fee of eight cents, weight of 3 ounces at one cent each
ounce. Total cost is eleven cents.

International U.P.U. Rate, Registered

Fourth class and registered, but sent at the 1" class U.P.U. rate for 2 ounces. Ten cent
registry fee and eight cents for 1" class, total of eighteen cents.



International U.P.U. Rate, Registered

A five ounce package sent at the first class rate of 5¢ for the 1" ounce and 3¢ for each
additional ounce. Along with the 10¢ registry fee, for a total of twenty-seven cents.



Parcel Post

Zone Jan 1" | Aug 15" |Jan 1*
Weight 1913 1913 1914
Addl b | 1¢ —_— |
Add’l b B |~ —>
Zone2 || G6¢ 5¢ —»

Add’TIb 4¢ 1¢ =
e g ¢ | —» 6¢
AddTIb 58 | —» 2¢
8¢ = 7¢
Add'l & | —» 4¢
70 9¢ —> 8¢
Add'l b 7¢ | —» 6¢
10¢ | —p 9¢
Add’l b 9¢ = 8¢
gme7 ¢l 11¢ | _, .
AddTIb 0 | —» .
Zong®™ # 12¢ | _, =
Add’l b 12¢ | —» —

Zone 3, weight of 39 pounds, 6¢ for the
1" pound, 2¢ for each additional pound, 3¢
for the war tax, a total of 85¢.

Zone 3, weight of 45 pounds, and break down same as above, a total of 94¢.



Largest Known Usage

This ties the record for
the largest known usage of
the 5¢, perf. 11 stamp used
on cover. Largest known
usage is a block of eight.
There are 3 blocks of 8, on
this label.

There is $1.80 worth of
postage on this label from
Buffalo, NY. Destination is
unknown but the postage
covers 15 pounds to zone
eight.




Parcel Post War Tax

From December 1%, 1917, through December 317, 1921, there was a war tax of 1¢, on
parcel post, for every 25¢ of postage incurred.

The top tag show a parcel sent from Allentown, Pennsylvania, to Plainfield, Wisconsin,
a distance of 700 miles, or to zone 5, with a weight of 4 pounds. The rate is 8¢ for the 1
pound and 6¢ for each additional pound, therefore, 26¢ for postage and 2¢ for the tax, the
total is 28¢.

The bottom tag shows the local rate of 5¢ for the 1" pound and 1¢ for each additional
pound. The war tax was 2¢, and the total was 33¢. Both tags have the tax paid with
documentary stamps as per regulations.



Mailing Receipt

The parcel post mailing receipt provides
evidence that the parcel was placed in the mail
system. The fee of 1¢ for each receipt started
on September 1%, 1915.

Collect On Delivery

The fee for C.O.D. was 10¢, and both tags show a rate of one pound or less. The tag at
the left went to zone 3, or 150 to 300 miles, rate of 6¢, with a total of 16¢. The right tag went
to zone 5, or 600 to 1,000 miles, rate of 8¢, with a total of 18¢.



Registered Parcel Post

According to the “Domestic Postal Rate” book by Beecher,
and Wawrukiewicz, parcel post could not be registered, thus the
start of the insuring of parcel post mail.

The notation on the front of this cover states that it
contained a master key to a safety deposit box, and is therefore
considered parcel post material. The manufacturer opted to send
this 2 ounce package at the first class rate of 2¢ per ounce. At the
first class rate, it could then be registered for ten cents. The total
paid was fourteen cents.



Insured Parcel Post

The insurance system started on
January 1%, 1913, same as the parcel
post system. Insurance for mail
provides indemnity for an article,
that is lost, rifled, or damaged. This
service does not provide the special
safeguards that are accorded to
registered mail.

Package label with 41¢ postage
on it. Sent from Alabama to NY
City, zone 5, at the rate of 8¢ for the
1" pound and 6¢ for each additional
pound. Total weight of 6 pounds,
with 3¢ for insurance, coverage of
$5.00 or less.




Private use of an U.S. House Of Representatives shipping tag. Sent parcel post, to zone 5,
just over 600 miles and a weight of 14 pounds, cost of 86¢. Insured for not more than $5.00,
fee of 3¢. The total is 89¢, and the tag is back stamped, “INSURED’,

The cover contained 4" class material and weighed 2 ounces, but it was sent at the
higher 1" class rate of 2¢ per ounce. It was also insured for between $5.00 and $25.00, for a
fee of 5¢. The total cost was 9¢.



Parcel Post — Special Delivery

All of the classes of mail could be sent “special delivery”. This parcel was
sent from Chicago to Detroit, which places it in zone three. This zone falls
between 150 and 300 miles. The rate for this zone is 6¢ for the 1" pound and
2¢ for each additional pound. The 98¢ fee covers the weight of 47 pounds,
and 10¢ for the special delivery fee.

The tag is not hand stamped, “Fee Claimed By”, because postmasters at
fourth class offices were not entitled to commissions on the special delivery
stamps.



From Offices Abroad
Shanghai, China

If this was all of the stamps put on what was
probably a bale of silk, sent from Shanghai, China,
then it shows the parcel post rate, to zone eight, over
1800 miles. Weight of twenty-four pounds, at 12¢
per pound. Also note the parcel post box roller

cancel from Shanghai, China.

U.S. Postal | Shanghai,
Agency. China.

U.S. Postal
Agency.




From Military Incursions 1918
World War One

Both the tag and the package label show the parcel post rate of 12¢ per pound, from
zone eight. Mailed from France during World War One, to the United States. Package label
also shows the Customs Duty Free hand stamp.



From Military Incursions 1918
World War One

This is the lid from a box that
was sent from France, near the
end of the war. Only 1" class
was free to soldiers. Packages
had to be sent parcel post. The
rate for items sent to zone 8,
over 1800 miles, was 12¢ for
the 1" pound and 12¢ for each
additional pound. Total weight
of the box was 2 pounds. The
contents were censored before
leaving France, and went

through Customs in Chicago.




Fiscal Usage

Centre Hall, Pa,.._.,ﬂrz/ 381943

:' 'r.? gﬂwz/ a/;k«f-*/ after date, we, / either of ws, promise to
pay to the order of ij % ﬁ) sedfzz at the
K Penns Valley BanKing Company

14

B f ............................................ .. Dollars

‘33. Without defalcation, for walue received. Walwfng the right of all Valuation, Appraisement, Stay, Homestead or Exemption
|8 Laqus, A;d'{wgﬁ.c_ wnfess fudgment for abowe sum and cost of suit, with five per cent. ada'ec? for collection fees.

BT S

Four cent tax on this promissory note, paid with regular postage stamps.



Postal Savings System

Regular postage stamps used as postal savings stamps. Instructions on the card state,
“place gift of postage stamps here (1¢ to $5.00) and cancel by signing your name across their
face”.
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