
 

 

Washington, Franklin, Head Series Postal History: 
Rates and Usage's 1908-1923 

The Exhibit Objective: The purpose 
of this exhibit is co show and explain the 
many different types of rates, fees, and usage's 
that are found with the stamps of ·the 
Washington, Franklin, Head series. 

Scope and Presentation: This is an 
exhibit on rates and usage's, but it is not an 
exhibit of specific Washington, Franklin, 
Head stamps used on cover. I have however 
tried to use scarcer stamps when showing even 
the most common of rates. 

The exhibit is organized into classes 
and fees. Where there is a general rate, (for 
example, the first class domestic letter rate), 
this will be broken down further into the pre
war, war, and post-war rate. Usage's, such as, 
sent from US offices abroad, and, or from 
military incursions will follow. Where 
applicable, the international rate will be 
exemplified, and, will round out the end of 
each class or fee. 

Another feature in this presentation 
will be a few paragraphs written in italic. 
Everything written in italic is geared for the 
general public and will consist of giving a very 
brief description of the history involved with 
the cover being shown. At the discretion of 
the jury, they may disregard all text written in 
italic, if they so desire. Items that are mounted 
on the dark purple mats indicate that they 
have relevant significance. 

Background Information: At the 
beginning of this series, the postage rates were 
somewhat stable. T he domestic 1" class letter 
rate was at 2¢ per ounce, and had been that 
amount since 1885. The registry fee was at 
8¢, with changes in indemnities, since 1893. 
The special delivery fee had remained at 10¢ 
per item since its inception in 1885. 

Due to the growing number of mail 
order businesses, in 1913, the Post Office 
introduced the "Parcel Post System,,. This 
effectively replaced fourth class mail, which 
had been in service since 1879. Another new 
addition incorporated into the parcel post 
system was the issue of insurance, and the 
"Cash On Delivery", or C.O.D. system. By 
insuring instead of registering parcels, this 
expedited the movement of packages through 
the mail stream. The C.0.D. system benefited 
the mail order businesses by guaranteeing that 
they would receive their revenue for the items 
sent, and in return this increased the number 
of packages in the mail system. 

With the onset of World War One, the 
need arose for revenue to be raised, to help 
pay for our involvement in Europe. To meet 
this need, the domestic first class, card and 
letter rate was raised by 1 ¢ . These rates were 
returned to their previous amounts after 
World War One. 

The most volatile area of postal rate 
change, in this series, was the beginning of the 
official airmail service. Official airmail began 
in May of 1918, and by July of 1919, there 
had been four different rates for this service. 

A lady's card, mailed at the 1 sc class rate. 



 

 

EXHIBIT OUTLINE 

1) Domestic Post Card 7) International Registered 
a) Domestic pre-war rate a) UPU rate 
b) Domestic war rate b) Treaty rate 
c) Domestic post-war rate c) Incoming 

2) International Post Card 8) Special Delivery 
a) UPU rate a) Domestic special delivery 
b) Treaty rate b) Incoming special delivery 

3) Domestic Letter 9) Postage Due 
a) Domestic pre-war rate a) Domestic postage due 
b) Domestic war rate b) International postage due 
c) Domestic post-war rate c) Incoming postage due 

4) International Letter 1 O) Second Class 
a) UPU rate a) Transient 
b) Treaty rate 11) Third Class 

5) Air Mail a) Domestic third class 
a) Experimental b) Single piece 
b) Per ounce c) International printed matter 

6) Domestic Registered 12) Fourth Class 
a) 8 cent fee a) Parcel post 
b) lOcent fee b) Insured 

c) C.0.D. 

The classical case of confusing the green eight cent stamps, with the green one cent stamp. Whether 
this mistake was done by the customer or the postal clerk, it led to the Post Office requesting a new 
stamp design from the eight cent on up. This post card was over paid by seven cents. 
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Domestic Post Card Pre-War Rare 

TtllS SPl".r MAY !l!: USED 
r OR CORRESPQNO( NC E: 

Rate per 
Card: 

In Effect Nov 2nd 

1¢ 
1917 

2¢ 

1908 usage 

Stamp printed on 
Bluish paper 

Dry printed stamp 

Compared to letter mail, post cards represent a less expensive, but less private way to 

communicate. Post cards were first authorized for use at a rate lower than the letter rate, on 
July f', 1898. The post card rate was one cent per card. 



 

 

Re-mailed 

An autograph post card. Original sender would mail this card to a friend, who would then 
re-mail it to another friend, and so on. The sixth or last recipient would re-mail it back to the 
original sender. 

..Po§.f CARD 

Dues notice sent to addressee, who then sent his dues along with the notice card and a 1 ¢, 
stamp back to the originating organization. They in turn marked the card as paid, making the dues 
notice now a receipt, and mailed it back to the recipient, with the postage that he provided. 



From Offices Abroad 

From Hawaii 

From Samoa 

POST CAR From Puerto Rico 

THIS SPACE FOR CORRESPONDENCE 

Cards from possessions, or territories could be sent at the domestic post card rate of one cent 

each. 



From Military Incursions 1914 
Tampico and Vera Cruz 

:t<.k .... ....... . 

("'/; 
.... ~<.~(. 

Postmarked on various ships, while at Tampico and Vera Cruz. Domestic rates applied 
to mail that were posted onboard U.S. naval vessels even though they were in foreign waters. 

The US. Marines landed in Vera Cruz on April 2 t', 1914. After several months of negotiating 
with Mexican President Carranaza, President Wilson recalled the Marine occupation force, which 
evacuated Vera Cruz on November 23'd, 1914. 
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From Military Incursions 1916 
Pershing's Punitive Expedition 

J 

#rs" 
The domestic card rate applied to U.S. soldiers during this military action. 

On March 5l, 1916, Pancho Villa and his followers raided the town of Columbus, New 
Mexico. President Wilson sent General Pershing into Mexico to capture him. Pershing went 500 
miles into Mexico, leaving a line of men and equipment back to Columbus for communication and 
supplies. The top card was sent up this line where it was postmarked and sent on to Chicago. 
President Wilson sent troops to the border in fear of the Mexicans declaring war on the United 
States. The bottom card is from a soldier stationed in Texas. 
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Ships sent to the eastern territorial waters of Mexico, in anticipation of a declaration of 
war, due to Pershing's punitive expedition. Sender added provisional Mexican stamps to the 
cards to guarantee their reaching their destination. 
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OLD POINT LIGHT AT NIGHT, 
FOR1 RESS MONROE, VA 

~ rl11t h~hl fAtlnC CfldaJ>\;11.k~ Bay, it 1n 1mpott1nl 
! bucon for 1he 1uhlftnf<" ti( •II vcucls cnt-=rlnf the bay or 

From Military Incursions 1917 
World War One 

Sent from the Battleship, U.S.S. Alabama, two months after the U.S. declared war on 
Germany. Once again domestic rates applied to mail that was posted on board U.S. naval 
vessels, even though they were in foreign waters. 



Domestic Post Card War Rate 
J Rate per N 2"d 

-
ov. July 1" 

I Card: 1917 1919 
2¢ 1¢ 

e e 
0 
t.l .. .., ... .. .. 
UJ 

~ 

z s G $;) 

Postmaster General Order Number 755, October 3"1
, 1917, effective November 2nd, 

1917, in general stated that the domesric first class ralc would be raised by one cent. This was 
to help support the cost of World War One. This increased the domestic post card rate to two 
cents each. 



 

 



 

 

POST CARD 

(WrllCI tic• •110 O!l Oth<r Shi•) 

From Military Incursions 1918 
World War One 

From British Field Post 

6Post One Cent Shorr Paid 

~I. ~ ..... 

~.-f~ 
·--·~~~~~~=~~-~-·· 

-·····················~·-····· 
U, S. A 

Direct mailing of cigarettes or tobacco to France was prohibited, but individuals or 
organizations could send tobacco products to a central distribution center. This would then be 
sent co the soldiers in Europe, along with a pre-addressed, stamped card. The soldier would 
write a little thank you on it and mail it back. 



Domestic Post Card Post-War Rate 
Rate per July 1" Continued 
Card: 1919 Past series 

1¢ 1¢ 

l '~ IJ / a , 

vJ6,,a41;. · 

Statute number 1150, effective July l ", 1919, restored the first class rate. The new rate 
for post cards was one cent each. 

Franking by a foreign tourist unfamiliar with U.S. stamps and postage rates. Post card 
is over paid by eighcy~seven cents. 

~ - -- + - --------- • 



From Offices Abroad 
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PUBl.ISHED BY T. KISHIDA 8r CO. 
NEAR ASTOR HOUSE. SHAN~HAI CHINA. 

JAPANE.S.E CURIOS DEAl.f:.R. 

Cards from possessions and our Consulate m Shanghai were reduced back to the 
domestic rate of one cent each. 



From Military Incursions 1919 
Siberia 

l O.t Cs:> L...~°"~ •sfl . ." • o.()d ~ 
\00 '\> ~~~ Gt..J_,._.. 

\\~o. ..... ~ \:>~ 
~Q.O~ 

\.).S.A 

The card rate from the military was also reduced to the 1 ct each rate. 

The fear of the Bolsheviks occupying territories evacuated by the German forces, after the 
war, led Allied leaders to strengthen their troops in Russia. The American Expeditionary Force was 
in Siberia from 1918 through 1920. 
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From Military Incursions 1921 
Guantanamo Bay 

Same domestic rate for naval vessels in foreign waters. 



 

 

From Military Incursions 1923 
Dominican Republic 

Sent from the Marine Corps base in the Dominican Republic. 

The Marines landed in the Dominican Republic, on May)", 1916, to guard the American 
Legation. The Marines evacuated the Dominican Republic on September 1 El', 1924. 



International U.P.U. Post Card Rate 
Rate per July 1" October 1" 
Card: 1875 1925 

2¢ 3¢ 

To Siam 

To Malaysia 

I O•.r77 

To Estonia 
Returned To Sender 

W°· 5 /r .C>. I 

I to c ~ 'J ·_!.I ~~~i,~~~~:-:1 
T r Y.. ·t o t-

A large number of countries formed the Universal Postal Union, or U.P.U. The 
mission of the U.P.U. is to find and suggest ways of conformity to ease the burden of 
international mails within the membership of the U.P.U. The international post card U.P.U. 
rate was two cents each. 



To Guatemala 

To Belgium 

Sent to Ceylon, at the 2¢ international U.P.U. card rate. Then forwarded free to India, 
then to Japan, and then on to Egypt. The final destination of this card was in Greece. 



 

 

ctcZ1rc EST RfsE~~E TE 
ESClllBASE DE E STE LADO - -

Sent to Germany using a Honduran postal card. Honduran postage was not valid in the 
United States. A two cent stamp was required to gee this card to its destination. 

S· CU S To,,~ '-.) . * ·.-,~ 

L ICENSED 

Sent from New York to Australia during World War One. Hand stamped with an U.S. 
Customs, "Licensed" rubber stamp. 



Re-mailed 

A chain post card sent internationally. Started in Canada and sent to the U.S., from 
there it was sent to Brazil, and then on to Argentina. Once in Argentina it was mailed to 
Austria. The person in Austria mailed it back to the original sender in Canada. The Austrian 
stamp is on the back of the card. 



From Offices Abroad 

Postmarked in Manila, Philippine Islands, on October 315', 1909. Transferred on board 
rhe U.S.S. Tennessee, and hand stamped again, on November l ". Card was then sent on to 

Germany, at the two cent international rate. 



From Offices Abroad 

T~·ss.uc s f'OFITKE.a.ODRl!'.SS 

First card is an early usage from Alaska to England. The next two cards are from the 
Hawaiian Territory, and the middle card is addressed to Argentina. The bottom card is 
addressed to Germany, but then forwarded on to Italy. Forwarding was free since the 2¢ 
international U.P.U. rate had already been paid. 



International Treaty Post Card Rate 

91. TOTEM POLE AND PIONEER SQUARE, 
SEATTLE, WASH.- SPRltle WR< located In 1851 
and namrd nrt~r nn lndl11n chld. The city Is 
one or t he lo rge•t and most enterpr ising_ on~s 
In tht' northwe•t. being the hnrbor tor ~•11mer" 
to and rrom the Orient. One ot t~· ~ cttrlour 
feat ures f'rectcd In Plonerr Square~~ Tnt!'lll 1, 
PolP, which ls nn nnAlcnt suporAtltlo ~YDl~ll~ . 
In tho"'' poles. carved In wood nod o ten 4t.'.fbrlt . 
~harncter snr.11e•tln111 the )lonollth~ or ~..illtM 
AUler lcn. Tb,1 workmnn•hlp Is clen and qklJI· 
t ul . dl•playln,; nn lnge1111Hy uncom n ,f¥¥fonr- y 
seml"J2vlllzPd tribe_;:, .# J ' -" tf -. ~.r·7.,.~ (/ 
~ ~--c/ ~ jJ, :.. ...... ~~ --;.y~"-A 

/A.,M-t', ~~ "/?'· T.,. .... -~ 
---t? ~ ~ ~ /,_, o/ ~ 
~ ~ ... ~ -~«-,.I(,-/ 
~ ,_,..._ /.,,...,,.../_ ~ .... ..(. -.:....e 
L. .• ./ " . --.e: -"-'-~/.._... ~- ... ~~,__..,_ 
~~/';r /~/1--L 

~ .... ~~ ,_, 
(/ ,_ 

. --~ /Z-- /;r , ""(' 

)7h; c ,;;z Q~,£~ / 
rr~ I 

~ tf)Q.<YZ-apzPa/ 

Rate per July 1 sr November 2"a 
Card: 1898 1917 

1¢ 2¢ 

t.t . . L.\. . 

Treaty rate to Mexico and Canada was 1 ¢ each. Second card mailed from Italy to the 
U.S. and re-mailed to Canada. Third card sent to Canada, but then forwarded to Kansas City. 
Last card simply sent to British Columbia, Canada. 



 

 

Domestic Letter Rate 
Per Ounce: July l s1 November 2"d 

1885 1917 
2¢ 3¢ 

//!~ 
~~-

is is the mail for which 
sent Postage. 

According to the Domestic Mail Manual, all post cards, where the writing extends 
beyond the line, into the address portion of the card, shall be considered a letter and duly 
charged the letter rate. 

Both cards were rated as letters. Top card was held for postage from the sender. While 
the bottom card was delivered as postage due from the recipient. 



Post Cards In Enclosures 

Postal regulations required that post cards with glitter on them be placed in a covering 
envelope, so as to protect Post Office machinery. But by doing this, the card had to be sent at 
the current letter rate. 



Return to 

J. M. Mc Duell 
2509 Boardwalk 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 

Iowa State Trave1ing Mens Assoc. 

SHAW, FISK c!r. SHAW, 

83•88 NASSAU ST. 

NIW YOFIK . 

\ 

The Washington, Franklin Head series started in November of 1908, these covers were 
all postmarked in December of 1908. They are considered very early usage's and are desirable. 
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IN TH-:· DISTRICT COURT WITHIN AND FOR PITTSBURG COUNT! , OKLAHOMA . 
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W. F . 'Riley, 

Clork Cistrict Court, 

?.'c .le:?ttn• , Ui;la11oma . 
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Sefior Pbro. 
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Si no es eatrepda en :i:o dias devuClvasti a ~n procedencia. 

-

.. 

During the Mexican Revolution, there were political factions that the U.S. did not 
recognize. Some of these factions printed stamps that, likewise were not recognized by the 
U.S. These covers had to have Mexican stamps affixed to them to pay for transportation 
through Mexico. U.S. stamps had to be placed on them to ensure delivery in the U.S. 



From Offices Abroad 

~ -dJ r:e\r aa,{~ 
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A Puerto Rican inter-island u:>age. 

A triple weight cover to the United States, with both covers showing the 2¢ per ounce 
domestic first class rate, that applied to all mail from possessions or territories. 



Porto Rico Promotion Co. 
IMPORTERS. EXPORTERS. 

MANUFACTURERS AGENTS. 

SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO. 
United Statet of America. 

Hambur9-Amer1ha IJinie 

Iii 
J ./.Zamora. 

.A.parttulo 13 
Aguaditla, P.R. 

..... - . ....... --

Also sent from Puerto Rico to the U.S. At the 2¢ domestic rate. 



Rubber stamped, "POSTED ON THE HIGH SEAS", and postmarked from Colon, 
Canal Zone. 

Postmarked by the U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai, China. 



Both covers were 
Christiansted, Virgin 
both show the 2¢, 
domestic letter rate. 

sent from 
Island, and 

first class, 

Front cover was postmarked on 
the last day that stamps from the 
Danish West Indies could be used 
in conjunction with U.S. stamps, 
and is philatelic in nature. 



~~J. «~ 
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Pago Pago, Samoa, is one of the more difficult possessions to find mail coming from, 
during the Washington, Franklin Head series. Most mail that is found from Samoa, are post 
cards. This letter was sent to Honolulu, Hawaiian Territory. 

- -- --- ·-· ---- --- --- - - - --- - - ·-
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From Military Incursions 1914 
Vera Cruz 

Mrs. Charles Winslow Elliott, 

8437 Rumbolt Avenue South, 

Minneapolis , Minnesota. 

The Marines had to use the Mexican canceling machines on their mail when they 
arrived in Vera Cruz on April 21" 1914. Cover shows that less than a month later, May l 5c" 
they were still using the Mexican canceli~ machines. 

I• TI. .,.V ., 

· t r ,.. 

o rld 

o Y r' c·t 

This cover shows that 10 days after the top cover was postmarked, the Marines were 
using an U.S. flag cancel. 
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From Military Incursions 1916 
Pershing's Punitive Expedition 

Senc from quartermaster, Captain F. Buck, while in Mexico chasing Pancho Villa, with 
General Pershing. Addressed to his wife at the Presidio, care of the quarcermasrer in 
Columbus, New J\-fexico. Censored by Capt. Buck under the postmark. This cover is proof 
thar che mail was sent up the line that General Pershing left from Mexico to Columbus, New 
Mexico. 

• 

• 
' ~~~~==~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~::::: 

President Wilson ordered the Navy to patrol the West Coast of Mexico in support of 
Pershing's Punitive Expedition. The U.S.S. Chattanooga was one of many ships participating 
in chis exercise. 



Robert Nortz & Co., 

Port-Au-Prince~ 

Hayti. 

From Military Incursions 1916 
Haiti and Cuba 

All three covers show the 2¢ domestic letter rate. First cover is a double rate cover from 
Haiti and postmarked on board the U.S.S. Culgoa. Second cover is also from Haiti, but it's 
postmarked on a station ship at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The last cover is actually used from 
Havana, Cuba, and is overpaid by one cent. 
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From Military Incursions 1917-1918 
~-........_ World War One 

~~·£"~~ 
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Two cent domestic rate from the A.E.F. using a single from the 2¢ booklet pane. 
Certificate is on the reverse of this page. 

1~·~mn471 t07£-~ 
-n /JtJ /];,~ ~ 

/ ~~-

.s,4, 

Another 2¢ A.E.F. booklet pane single, canceled with the first group of rubber hand 
stamps sent over to France, and is from A.P.O. #2, from Paris. It was sent a week before the 
free franking was put into effect, on October 4'11

, 1917. 



JAMESTOWN, 
NOV l - )7 

') /; 

4 -30 PM 
N .Y~ 

AFTER !I DAYS RETURN TO 

NEW YORK TELEPHONE CO. 
321 MONTGOMERY STREET 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

THE ARTESIAN HOT£::L 
SULPHUR. OKLA. 

UOVERN:\!ENT ANALYSIS OF WATERS 
lN PLATT NATIONAL PARK 

l"erric Oxide. . . . . . 
Calcium ...... . . . 
Ma11nesium .... . . . 
Sodium ....... . 
Pota~um ....••. 
Lithium ....... . 

~~~i~n i:>ioxide a'. : : : I 
003 in normal carbon·1 

n~es. . . . . . .. 
S04 in sulphi.tes . . . . 
Chlorine . . . . . . . 
Bromine ....... . 

. 41 
5.03 
2.04 

l5 68 
1.41 

'l.,rnce 
t . 4~ 
3.5:l' 

7.06 
t.89 

28 . to 
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, 47 
S.54 
1.17 

99. 11 
.35 

'l'ra.oe 
1.78 
8 .6S 

16 15 
2.45 

tlG.78 
.w 

U. !'\. CIOVRRNMENT'S GTFT TO HER 
PEOPLE 

ASK YOUR PHYSICIAN IF ETTHER WILL 
B!l GOOD FOR YOU 

..,.__...___.... __ .... 

Last Day of Rate 
November l sr, 1917 

Postmarked on November l", 1917, which was the last day of the two cent domestic 
letter rate. 



Drop Letter Rate 
Non-Carrier Office 

fRare per In Effect: Nov. 2·~ . 
l_Qunce: 1917 

1¢ 2¢ 

Drop letters at a non-carrier Post Office were lcfr at the Pose Office till the addressee 
came and picked up the mail that had been left rhere. The rate for drop letters was one cent 
per ounce. 
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IN 8 DAY9 lll:TUllN TO 

..J. C, REVNOL.CS, 

1120 E. MAIN ST., 

STAMFORD. CONN. 

NIW YORK CITY 

Return in S days ·to 
CRAMER'S MARKET, 

Greenwich Ave., 

Greenwich, • Conn. 

-.;;;,....__, -- -

First Day of Increase 
November 2nd' 1917 

Rate per Nov. 2"d July 1$' 
Ounce: 1917 1919 

- - 3¢ 2¢ 

As with the post cards, Postmaster General Order Number 755, effective November 
2"", 1917 in general stated that the domestic first class rate would be raised by one cent. T his 
was to help pay for the war. This raised the domestic letter rate up to 3¢ per ounce and 3¢ per 
additional ounce. 

- . - -------- --- ---- -



Illegal Usage 

~"Q~ /d.u.~R~ 

Id~ h-zQd-d , 

JOH" w s R1CGl..L. 
~R!, or M ~G4S co .. PANY. 

•• T4 fT, CAI.Jr' 

~~ ~:. .. 
~~, ..... ,,_..._ ....... 

....... ~ 
·r·'="'"\ '"/ ~ 

• ~ ti: • 

' ~' ;~ : ~, 
I . .._ . ·· ,~ 
~ :·~ :·: ~COL. JOHN E.. STEARNS, 

'11iP' 2.7 STJAMES PARK, 

LOS ANGELES, U.S.A. 

Top cover is an illegal usage of a 2¢ documentary stamp to make up the 3¢ domestic 
war rate. While the bottom cover shows an illegal bisects of a 2¢ stamp to make up the same 

ralc. 



From Offices Abroad 

Shanghai, China 

, .. : .. :.: ..:~· .. 
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Virgin Island 

----~~~-------~- --~- "-~ 

ROBl!RT H. KOEHLER, 

7 WAl..L BTRl!•T 

NBW YOM!f'., 

JU ss Helen s. Husted, 

7 Wall Street, 

New York Ci t.Y. 

% fiobcrt H Vo .nh. 

Military Postal Express Service, from Paris France. 
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From Military Incursions 1917-1918 
World War One 

rs • .Anna Buttrey 
724 East aino St . 

d __ -1-A,,,, , \ Enid, o l 
~J 

While any first class mail matter could be sent free from military personnel, any other 
classes or rates had to be paid for. This probable third class wrapper, of ten ounces, was sent at 
the first class rate of three cents per ounce, total of thirty cents. It was sent from and censored 
at A.P.0. #701, the debarkation base at Saint-Nazaire, France. It was hand stamped ((Duty 
Free, U.S. Customs, Kansas City", and sent on to Oklahoma. 



 

 

From Military Incursions 1919 
Siberia 

Sent from and censored by the Assistant U.S. Postal Agent in Siberia, on November 
30th' 1918. 

Also sent from Siberia, on December 13(\ 1918. These postmarks are only known used 
from October 18'h through December 18<\ 1918. 



,_ 
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SELDEN MOTOR TRUC~ST~ 
SELDEN MOTOR VIEHICL.11: ~ , , iJ\':.' 

ROCHESTl!ii:R, N. Y . J -.'_' 1' !; 
r j r· • .. 

I" g ·-

Brown-Lipe Gear a:>., 

Syracuse, IT . Y. 

Last Day of Rate 
June 3ff\ 1919 

Examples of commercial usage, postmarked on the last day of the three cent war rate. 



r 
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Drop Letter War Rate 
Non-Carrier Office 

Rate per Nov. 2"d July l" 
Ounce: 1917 1919 

2¢ 1¢ 

D. G. BAIRD. 
Secretary, 

LEHIGH VALLEY RAILROAD Co. 

228 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

The increase in the first class rate also affected the drop letter rate. The drop letter rate, 
for mail left at a non-carrier office was raised from one cent per ounce to two cents per ounce. 



Rate per July 1" 
Ounce: 1919 

2¢ 

Continued on 
Till 1932 

First Day of Decrease 
July I5\ 1919 

Statute #1150, effective July 
l'\ 1919, lowered the 
domestic letter rate to 2¢ per 
ounce, and 2¢ per additional 
ounce. Both covers are 
postmarked on the first day of 
this new rate. 



1..1;r ' .Q,; The Travelers insurance Company 
~ :~' 

Hartford 

The stamps have the Travelers Insurance Co. 
perforated initials on them, and are canceled with the 
normal 111 class duplex hand stamp. This was sent from 
their offices in NY to their offices in Connecticut, at the 
2¢ per ounce rate. The weight of the item mailed was 7 
pounds, three ounces, and cost $2.30 to send. 

THE HOME OF QUIET AND COMFORT 

f!Jt. ~ntn~s e'lofel 
JOHNSON ST. ,~o 

VICTORIA. 9.C. ~ ~"1) 
w:o"~ . 

Received from Canada and re-mailed at the current letter rate of 2¢ per ounce. The 
cover was not forwarded as hand stamped, because forwarding was free. 



0$040&& 

UfUlf .,,, QJHQ 1111116.7' ' 8 ...... 

SIUAIC 'l;GlllffA~. 

From Offices Abroad 

FREDERICK LARGE & CO. 
AM1£111CA11 D«PT· 

35 Ointon Road, 
SHANGHAI 

The Drake Process, Inc. 

East 100 Fifth Quincy Avenue, 

Cleveland, Ohio, 

U. S. a. 

)J?w. }J;. 

\ 
\ 

Both covers are from Shanghai, China and show the domestic race that were applicable 
from U.S. Offices abroad. In both cases, Shanghai, China over-primed stamps were used. 



MILWAUKBB,WIS. 

"NEW IDEAS IN HEAVY SHOES COUPLED WITH OLD FASHIONED QUALITY" 

From Cuba, with a three centavo Cuban stamp which paid the rate to the US. The 
cover also has a 2¢ US stamp affixed to it to make sure it reached its destination. Cover is 
postmarked with a «paquebot" hand stamp. 

]li?ule 1 ~ a1'4ington 

Q!ri•llllrnl, ~· g. 

--. 

Two cent domestic rate from Cristobal, Canal Zone, to the US. 



Prof. H. s. Palmer, 

Unlversity of Hawaii, 

Honolulu, 

T. H. 

Both covers were sent from the Pacific island of Guam, and show the two cent 
domestic rate. 



-

From Military Incursions 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, & Cuba 

~ 

~·~-~~ 
;7 <f7'J--7';?6~ ~ ~ 

~~~ 

l Dominican Republic 

, .. ~ 

Haiti 

Cuba 

Because of unrest and disturbances in all three places, the Marines were sent in to 

protect American interests. The bottom cover was overpaid by three cents. 



 

 



~ mM.,a,,u/-tf? ~%/ 
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Drop Letter Post-War Rate 
Non-Carrier Office 

Rate Per July l SI 
Ounce 1919 

1¢ 

City . 

Statute #1150, effective July 1 .. , 1919, besides lowering che 3¢ domestic letter race 
down to 2¢ per ounce, it also lowered the non-carrier drop letter rate down to 1 ¢ per ounce 
also. 

------ - --- ----



International Letter Rate 
Universal Postal Union 

o All UPU Each additional 
f' ounce 

M embers ounce 

5¢ 3¢ 

}Lessrs. Re inhart ~ Co ., 

Al exn.n f,r ia , Eg:yp t . 

K:rib i, 

carneroun 

est Africa 

Presbyterian I~i...,sion 

All African countries were members of the UPU. 

A large number of countries formed the Universal Postal Union, or UPU. The mission of 
the UPU is to find and suggest ways of conformit:y to ease the burden of international mails within 
the membership of UPU. The international UPU letter rate was 5¢ for the J" ounce and 3¢ for 
each additional ounce. 



..>w £dl.f¥J4'/. 
scitNTY·F"IRST INF"ANTRY 

N Q., N. Y. 

M&DICAL DEPARTMENT 

... 

Sent to a prisoner of war, during World War One, while the prisoner was in the 
hospital, in Casablanca, Morocco, Africa. French censorship hand stamp applied to front of 
the cover. 

... 
::. 

• !',·.,, 
.,I I 

. 
< -

ALLGEMEINE ELEKTRIZITATS GESELLSCH~FT, 

ERECTION DEPARTJ.ENT OF SO. AFRICA. 

ROSHERVILLE, 

Eight cents, for two ounces was the current rate to Africa. This cover from the 
American Cable Clip Co. was sent to the "ERECTION DEPARTMENT,,, in Transvaal. 



After 5 days, return to 
F. nosrJ~STETIN & c o., 

P . O. Box 1821, 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Mr. Carlos Fuchs, 

Caixa 1092, 
Rio de Janeiro, 

BRAZIL. 

NEW BRITAIN, CONN. 
; ,. 

s. Gunckel, 

casi l f. a: 294, 
~ . 

Valdivia, Chile, S.A. 

6Lta 4 J/?'U-4 
~~·~-~ -Y~~

§~.J-_ Cf-
~~~~ 
~ 4:-

Until treaties were signed much later with South and Central America, the UPU rates 
applied. 

-~·~1 



G . LURIE C 0. ··t:..YN.-1/ 
22!5 FIFTH AVENUE ~ " Cj 15 •)..:. 

fill 
. ." . ~ ~~~M ~ 

...J91~ ,...;--c --f' - ~· 

-

NEW YORK 

e::::;~~ r -~~~A'~ 
e_~t:·nd' c?}~JJ 

(>--? /~ / 
....-C-£.~ -z-e:::-r / .____/ ~ . . 

l l \ H·\ 1 G Recd 
' ~ 

·, .. <.; A \._;./' 

k. a-t ~- H. t. /If I'/~ 
s~ ti'~~~ 

if~ 

Bottom cover shows the two ounce rate, five cents for the first ounce and three cents for 
each additional ounce. 



uc~/JeJ· 

~ff'd~ 
y 
~. -

-
Covers destined for Australia, islands in the Pacific Ocean, or islands in the Indian 

Ocean, followed the UPU international rate. 



EM.GRAF 
P eo ••3Z 

A T E R ;..> 0 N , N. ~" 

.. 

The October 1918, Supplemental Postal Guide stated that as of that month, mail could 
resume to Archangel, Russia, but to that city only. Mail destined for other Russian cities 
forwarded through Archangel was not permissible. 

Earliest known usage of the 2¢ Washington stamp going to Japan. 



~-
First cover addressed to the Red Cross in care ot the US Consul in Italy, postmarked on 

Armistice Day. The second cover was sent to Kuwait, via Bombay. 

RETURN IN 5 DAYS TO 

J. M. BARTELS CO. 

81 G•814 OLO $0UTH BLDG 

BOSTON, - MASS. 

JURCHEllr'!ASSE 17, 

V!13NNA, VII/2, 

A.USTRIA. 

The earliest known usage o t is stamp is a omestic usage, and is on January 12th' 1909. 
This is the earliest reported usage of this stamp going to Austria, just 17 days later. 



:B.3RL N 

B~ndlt;r 3tr . 36 . 

OE Riii/ANY. 

Sent from and postmarked in NY City, on May 19<1', 1916. Addressed to Berlin, 
Germany, via England. British military authorities censored then held this cover. Receiving 
mark on the back is dated August 28111

, 1919, a year and three months later. 

After ~ 1l1iys, rerm·n r.o 
Room 908, 

20 Broadway, 
NBW YORK, N. Y. 

\ 
.-.. 

>-
a:I 

Cl 
I.I.I I 
iE ..... 
a.. 
c:» 

Presumably sent to Germany in 1918, and returned to sender. It's stamped "Enemy 
Trade License Required,,. 



 

 



 

All mail to Germany had been 
suspended on February 3"d, 1917, 
due to severed relations with that 
country. 



 

 



Forwarded 
UPU Rate 

As long as the UPU rate had been paid, mail could be forvvarded as many times as 
necessary, and to as many places as needed. The above cover was addressed to the American 
Legation in South Africa; it was then forvvarded to Argentina, South America, back to the 
Gold Coast in Africa, then on to Paris, France. The rest of the addresses and poscmarks are on 

the reverse of the cover. 

DODSON INTERNATIONAL COAL CORPORATION 
233 BROAOWAY 

Nl!:W YOR~ 

1 9\i 

Sent to Japan, and fotwarded twice in Japan. 



 

 



 

 

Turned and Re-Mailed 

. 

4&.~~Zr 
tlJJ' fu~ 
-t ,/#){f}( 

wt 

Sent to Germany at the U.P.U. rate of 5¢ per ounce, on September 20'\ 1921. This 
was during Germanys inflationary period. The recipient of this letter saved the envelope and 
on December 18'h, 1922 mailed a two ounce letter back to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The German 
domestic rate had just increased to 80 marks for the first ounce, and 40 marks for each 
additional ounce, three days before on December 15'h, 1922. 



 

 

International Letter Rate 
Trea A reements 

To Countries 
With Treaties 

~)CV. ~;:r) '0j( ', _) ~), 
~~~~ 
~~~ 

~~~ 

Per Ounce 

Domestic Rate Applied 

It was found to be beneficial to sign mail treaties with some countries. This 
resulted in mail that could be sent to one of these countries at the then current 
domestic rate. Both covers represent this treaty rate with England, with the bottom 
cover being the earliest reported usage of this series of stamp, going to England. 



,_ . • ,t: 

.!:! RETURN IN FIV~:AYBTO 
~CNER·STYBR INVES:fMENT COMPANY 

40• FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILOING '\,,,~t. R, c
0 

DENVER. COLORADO L,., OCT I 
o 12EPM o 

~ ~ 

~~·-~~-
IF NOT DKLIVERl:D RETURN TO 

ALPHONSE J. CONROY 

FRU IT A N D PRO DUC E BROKER 
CHAMBER OF CO MM ERCE 

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
llrOlllM II,,_. a 1a l.J C, 

A•AOQJ AT.K 

///ti U,' )'i~~ 
(.l //) .. .I 

~vl/0<_ 
~~~-'---~~-~~ 

~ ~ ~L ~-A_ 

Geo E Tayler. 

Paris Station, 

Ont. 

~~-
p. i/ ~~t. 

' ;/_~,, .. -v~ L -

"' 
~~ 
e~~1-~ 

The pre-war treaty rate to Canada mirrored the domestic rate of 2¢ per ounce. 



1u:4/,) "G--«,,,r K ;f 11A. t!I v 

~/(,~ 

l-1'" crv-cv -<tf e-~a.-

"'7~~ £J"tf';; .t',J,. B .,, B.c. ~ ·.1 
/SS" ~/9-1"/4"9N'-d s;.--: 

. . 
///h'N/P~<j 
~/~/RN'. c (1/t'rl-04. 
~ 

When the domestic rates changed for the war and then again when they changed 
for the post-war rate, the international treaty rate changed also. 



NEW YORK LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

34.6 & 348 BROADWAY NEW YORE 

FOR !GN EXCHAt'i E 
U. S. F R. B. No. 685 8 

• 

~ 
~J.6-; ff0x _;_.ui 

-- =--- a:I -
ca 

~ 
..... 
-= ..... 
a.. - - Ct 

Pre-war and war treaty rate to Mexico. 



 

6;,1M1T.r/.. [(}~11';:?1~' 
15 J/,"/hio;1./l,w./. /,,,.J/w/.· 

~"' 
n U.fJ~1· Mr;: ' Minnie Gray Bo¥en , 
l,.}J'I'.. Heywoodw , St . Pe te:P' a Pal'ish, 
~ Barbados, B.n.r. 

"'J'V lk~ ~ 
~~-~ 

Sent to Barbados in the British West Indies. Barbados 
signed a po"tal treaty with the US, and it wac; initiated on April 
J st, 1915. 



 

 



Treaty of Madrid 

On November 13th, 1920, a convention was held in Madrid, Spain. A treaty was 
signed by Spain, Latin America, and the US, which allowed the domestic rates to be 
applicable on the mail between the individual countries. This became effective as soon 
after January 1st, 'J 921, as a country ratified it. Bolivia and Peru both ratified this treaty 
on February l st, 1921. 



 

 

Treaty Rate - Forwarded 

__ / 

/Jk, /J/cvz;/ ~/,lip-,~/~ 
-----------

GARB OF 

Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son, 
ROME, 

ITALY. 

Forwarded from England to Italy. 

_.. :~) 

~ 

- · i:. e !f 

Forwarded from England to Switzerland. 

al -
I 

Mailed at the international treaty rate of 2<t, to England, then forwarded to a non-treaty 
country. The forwarding agency added one and a half pence, the equivalence of 3¢, to pay for the 
5¢ UPU rate. 



Diplomatic Pouch 

SI no a cntr<g•da rn clnco diaa devui1va~ 
Cia. Baacaria de Bipotecas y PrtstafSof, 'c.:£. · , 

u. u• rauc1sco. Eso. 21. cmE aEL mm m1~0 p M 
APllTHI 14 llS 

•UICI. ~/l"fl1'11!9Mi ..... 

First 1'atio"lal Banlc. 

El Paso, Tex. 

Sent from Mexico, through the Embassy, to the State Department in Washington DC. From 
there US postage was added, and it was sent on to Texas. 

Received at the State Department in May of 1916. It was sent on to Germany through 
diplomatic pouch, and was date stamped there, June lOc\ 1916. 



 

 



Air Mail 

I 
r-/?Y~~ % /. ~£ 
J;/d~ 

v~fl~.J' 

Cjn&id J'i'~U~ ;t,I {i,,ittiuce_ 

IJ~t u.cid., 1-' L?i,,,.c/n.a1tCe_ 

7ia 11f &/ t, f;, U4 ! 
~,,N.c 

May 151
" 

1918 

24¢ per ounce 

The rare for the new air mail service was 24¢ per ounce, with 10¢ of this going cowards 
special delivery. Postal employees and patrons had some contusion about this new service. Neither 
cover is hand stamped "FEE CLAIMED BY OFFICE OF FIRST ADDRESS", which may indicate 
that the proper Post Office may not have been credited the special delivery fee. The top cover 
shows that some patrons believed that the 3¢ domestic letter rate also had to be paid. 

. . - - --- - - --



 

 

WAR WORK COUNCIL. 

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

L..U9ERTY HUT , IST AND 0 STS, N . I!:. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

::0'r. Wm. Knoules Cooper, 

Air Mail 

~t'l War 7ork Council, Y--vA, 
~ l i 

2>117· _ndison Avenue, 
' • I• 

:New York City 

July 15th 
1918 

16<t 

The airmail rate was reduced to 16<t on July 15th, 1918. This was the last airmail rate to 
include the special delivery service. The "FEE CLAIMED BY' hand stamp shows that the proper 
Post Office was credited with the special delivery fee. But the 3<t over payment shows that the 
public was still confused about the air mail rate. 



Air Mail December 15111 

1918 

6<t 

The airmail rate was reduced 
again on December 15'\ 1918 to 6¢ 
per ounce, and did not include 
special delivery. The 5¢ over 
payment indicates that the cover is 
philatelic in nature and not 
confusion on the senders part. 



l 

AIR /vJAIL 

If not cull•ll (or 111 flur lln11• rtlurn lo 

l.lrµurlmrnl nf Znaln11u 
St(l l f U11f11ersil11 af Jlnwu 

lawa '4lt11 

o •. ~toner . 

Divisi on o f' Tnaeots. 

Experimental Transcontinental Route 

Air Mail July 18'h 1919 

2¢ 

First day of rate. 

•111. f.. . •1 . Caudell, · 

U . ~ . Nat ion ~ ! V u~eum , 

~T P ~ B HJO 'f•') ~!, 

n. c. 

This was not strictly an airmail rate. The Postmasters General's order number 3336 of July 
18'h, 1919, effective that same day, discontinued formal air mail service. The order provided that 
mail carried by airplane would be charged at the first class rate of 2¢ an ounce if space was available 
on the planes which continued to fly in order to establish the contemplated transcontinental route. 
Although the order of the Postmaster General is dated July 18th, 1919, most covers noted are 
postmarked at Philadelphia on July 19t". 



Experimental Government Contracts 
Interrupted Flights 

New York to Chicago flight, pilot Walter H . S. Stevens was killed when the plane caught fire 
from a forced landing. One hundred pounds of charred mail was recovered and forwarded with the 

accompanying note. 

\ 

Flight from San Francisco to Chicago, plane nose dived, crashed and was destroyed by fire. 
The pilot, W.M. Bunting was killed. There was 292 pounds of mail carried, and 227 pounds were 

salvaged. 



 

 



 

 



11. t: . ~OE55LE~ 
r:AST O~nNGE 
NE\NJEM5EV 

i 
~1 

_J t;J__ '~ ~ L 
i/ 

International Air Mail Rate 

T he Seattle to Victoria, British Columbia airmail route started on October 15·h, 1920 to 
expedite transpacific mail, and there was no extra charge. 

]'rom 
Vl . VT . \lileon 

140 0 Hartford .bldg. 
'1hioago, I ll. USA 

Bank of ~ov.a Scotia 

Havara 

--
Airmail service by seaplane to Cuba was available if prepaid at 6¢ per ounce, or (up to 500 

pounds per flight), if prepaid at the 1" class rate of 2¢. The cover bears both rates and is back 
stamped, Havana, Cuba. Evidently the sender misunderstood the rate. 



.. r-1 
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Registry Fee 

-

Registered 

From Beginning of Series 
Till October 31" 1909 

Bet each 

Registered mail is the most secure way of 
transporting items through the mail system. 
Registration was used from the individual 
wanting to make sure a letter gets to it's 
destination, to a bank sending thousands of · 
dollars to another bank. 

At the beginning of this series till 
November 151

, 1909, the registry fee was 8¢ 
each. The left cover shows this fee being paid 

t==========5E~~!:!!!!~~~· on an official penalty envelope. While the right 
cover shows this fee along with the 2¢ domestic 
letter rate for a total of 10¢. 



 

 



\t1 
~ 
r..o 

Lewis L. Clark~ 
~ 

998 Fifth Avenue, . 

llew York Cit~,EW YORK. j 
An official business penalty envelope, 

and a mailing label with a Senator's free 
franking signature, showing the 1" class 
rate was free but the 10¢ registry fee still 
had co be paid. 



Obviously philatelic, as Mr. 
Tweedy was a well-known collector, 
this is still the only known, to the 
exhibitor, of the 2¢, block of 10 with 
the "COIL STAMPS" inscription, used 
on cover. 

Postage due stamps were never 
allowed to pay for other services. The 
cover above should not have been 
treated as registered mail. This cover is 
one of two known to the exhibitor. 



 

 



 

 

I /~ 
BANGOR PUBLISHING CO. 

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

9755 BANGOR, 

RUSH MAINE. 

Ten cent registry fee and three cent first class war rate, total of thirteen cents. 

The 13¢ stamp was also intended to pay the registration fee and the domestic letter war rate 
with one stamp. Cover is postmarked on the last day of the three cent rate. 



Registered, Highest Inden1ni ty 

From A!,_ __ __ S,!4---~~4.._ 1 

f} ,f¥x . S.~~---
.~-a&~r s: 

I I ~ 11e !) ~ 
t--- : THE . SUMITOMlt. BANK, L'1f.2 

. " ~ 
ii-
5( 

31 !5-325 CALIFORNIA ST., 

Registry Fee 

~ $50 

> $50, ~ $100 

m 
~j 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA~,a 

Al'"TKR 9 OAYS R E TURN TO 

CAMPBELLS CASH MARKET 
M A IN STREET 

HOMER C ITY. P ENNA·. 

l ~tGlSTE 

April 1st, 1923 

10¢ 

20¢ 

Both covers were sent late in 1923, and both show the higher indemnity rate of 20¢. The top 
cover was only one ounce, while the bottom example is a triple weight cover. 
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Registered, Restricted Delivery 

Official penalty envelope is hand 
stamped in regards to the regulations 
on returning letter if unclaimed. All 
three covers were hand stamped, 
"Deliver Only To Addressee". 
Restricted registered delivery was a 
free service during this time period. 



Money Order Business 

/l 

Money orders could be purchased through the Post Office. The recommended way of 
sending money orders through the mail system was to send it registered. This was then duly hand 
stamped with a "M.0.B." postmark. 



Form 38G6J;,i. 

CIRCULAR- IMPOSSIBLE TO DELIVER. 

/l L J - i::·· ~. F!CE, -- ~ ~-1 
__ ---- - ' _______ Jy)_s__~-~~~-~-_!~J_ ~ " 

POSTMASTER, ------~~----t;:!_ ·---- --- -~ 

~~~ ~-~:il•d at y:::_:9,;~:::·:_--_--:: ___ ~-:~ ___ -_:::~:::_--:: __ -:_-:-::: 
and ad~~ ___ )f_~- · ___ _ _ __ : ____ -------------------··--··- ---- --------------------------- -
:--------- ~--;r;:r_s--;;~--------7",------------------------_ b .. been received at this office 

m R- P. . N~_:--·--- - i': _____ , postm.,ked --- -----~2:-1-------------, 19 I J 

------~'.:.:~~l~.1~·~~!!¥•::~::::-_::::~------~~ 
---------------........ ---------------- - .. ----------- --- ........ -----------........ ---------...................... - - -------- ....................... ------- ............. -.... ------ ----------.. . 

Please ascertain if t.he sender desires-
lst. To have· the article delivered to some person othe1· than the addressee, as provided for in Section 860, P. L. 

and R., edition of 1902; 
2d. To have the article forwarded to Rome other address, as provided for in Section 870; or, 

•o for rnstoration to the sender, as provided for in Section 887. F 0 rm 3 8 5 6 V2 ~ tbe ~ender as to the disposiL!Ot\ of th is article, it will be held for delivery 
:>re bomg returned for restoration to the sender. 
r, nttonticm is fovirn•I I<> pnragraph 8 of Secti<>n s•a, wh ich forbid9 tho t<'~i~patcb of r•gietorod nrticlc• 

This form was used by the Post 
Office, requesting information from 
the sender on what was to be done with 
an undeliverable registered letter. Fee of 

~
clO•«I ill" new cnveloptt properly addrossod, etc., t1ud boar st.amp• 8Ulliciout to prcplly both IK>•t•gu 

postage (but not regiotry fee) is cbMg•Al>lo for forwa. rding or reh1rning matter prepaid Rt ocbor than 
ar. Z), 1md H86 (IJllr. 4 )- but BOO also Soct1on 11691""" ~\, nnrl Sortlon 1186 (par. 2) providing for tho 
nclMed lu omcial p•n•lty euvolopcs, or with p•ua :,: !&'lei Mtuched, and Section 889 (par1 2) for free 

'raud order." \ " 

~g or returning parcel : ·---------------------------·cents. ~i>-. dcli£ional f: or returning only such articles as a.re prepaid a~Zess than 

ptly. . .............. d~-,;Mt-to::_ two cents. 

The pootm1W<tor ut the wailing omco will fill in tho following l>la11k 
postmaster ~t tbo office wboro tho regialorcd pieco I• hel~. 

Re~pectfully returned to the Postmaster a· _ 

Please comply with the abovo request of the sender, whose signature is vel'ifie<l. 
(N•1T&.-lf the artkl• In quoslion wa.s not prnpaid nl tho IP!tor ruto, ~nd le to be !orwarde~ cit returned, tho following blnnk• muat 

be propolly filled out. No new reyislr!J Jc• is required in eitbor caac.) 

I inclose herewith ·----------------------·cents in postage stamps to pay { !.~~:~t 
postage on the registered parcel described above. 

< ' 
Two cents lo serviceable postage stamps, to be affixed to this form aod canceled, must be furnished by the se. . • 1"'11 the 

form returned to the office ot which it originated. If the two cents in stamps Is not furnished, postmaster at the"dlflce at w "cb the 
registered matter is held will dispose of the mall at the expirat ion of the proper period, In the mannl'!' prescribed lly the Posta . Laws 
md Regulations. (See Sections 860, 870, 872, ond 886.) co-Jll28 



18 pounds 
2 ounces 

From Banks 

19 pounds 10 ounces 

----

3 pounds 
3 ounces 

The Post Office would not provide higher than $50. indemnity on registered mail. I 
speculate that when banks would send cash or bonds through the mails, they would insure it 
through a private insurance company. They would then pay the 10¢ registry fee and the 1 sc class 
rate for the weight of the package. 



After u cloys, return to 
'.11Hii ~· • .J: H P1\IUN ITO!t R ltlJPEffN6 ee .. 

S. J·], Cnr. J.'rnut & C'h">itnut Stre<lts, 
PHIL.\ flELI'll !.\, PA. 

A. A. 

Bl~kley D. McCaughn, Esq., 
• 

Collector of Internal ovemi~ • . , 

t . 

.. i ~ .:. 
?hi adelphia, Pa. ,.~. .. 

. 
2113~~ .. 

~ 
.. . 

Alter 5 days, return to 

• 
3731 ·7 

ll 

THE W, .J. M~C.\Il..,\_'\' 8t'GAR HTWl::\I:\G CO, 
H. T~. Cor. Frflnt S.. f'l:e,tn111 ~lrectH, 

Plll L.U.1El.l'IIIA, !',.\ 

Mr. Ephl'aim 

Collector or 

Registered mail sent under U.P.U. regulations with the marking of "A.R.", is most of the 
time eirher to or from a foreign destination. The "A.R." stand for either "Avis de Reception", which 
is French for, "Advise of Receipt", or the US Post Office rook it to mean, "acknowledge receipt". 
These markings are very difficult co find used in the US to a domestic location. 



JHANGH I 

10BEIG. DE!' 
j 

p. o. 

Registered From Offices Abroad 
Shanghai, China and Puerto Rico 

Bank of Commeroe Building, 

f:,, TOLEDO, OHIO, U. S. 

The top 2 covers 
were sent from 
Shanghai to the US at 
the 2 ¢ first class rate, 
and the 10¢ registry 
fee. The middle cover 
went to port m 
Vancouver, British 
Columb~, irure~ of ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~9 
San Francisco, California. The bottom cover was sent registered from Puerto Rico, using the 10¢ 
registry scamp, to Toledo Ohio. 



M EXICO , O.F: 

·-.p· 

Certificndn.-

Bank or British North America. 

52, \Vall Street. 

New York City& 

- U.S.A. 

From Military Incursions 1914 
Vera Cruz 

,~ 

63321 

c 

Sent from a bank in Vera Cruz, during the Marine occupation. Registered and sent through 
the US mail agency chat was set up co support the military. 



 

 

I 

/ '1 I 

I I 

From Military Incursions 1917-1918 
World War One 

16 [) 

Only first class articles were free for soldiers, as in the top cover. All other fees had to be pre
paid. Hence the 10¢ registry fee on the soldiers free frank letter. The bottom cover was from non
service personnel, and so therefore the 2¢ domestic letter rate applied. 



Registered International UPU Rate 

~ 

(/k~~~T 
L~~ 

This is an early usage of the 13¢, perforated 12, double line watermarked stamp. Shown is 
the 8¢ registry fee, along with the UPU rate, via closed mail through England, at 5¢ for the first 
ounce. The earliest known usage for this stamp is March 5th, 1909. 

From: Charles Lathrop pack , 

·~, 
Lukewoo1, New Jersey, U. S.A. 

Return receipt requested. 

Double weight letter, 5¢ for the is' ounce and 3¢ for each additional ounce, along with the 
10¢ regisuy fee, to Australia. Total for this was eighteen cents. 



 

 

/!/ ~ -~_____,,,~ 
BA WO & DOTTER, Limited, 

26·32 BARCLAY STREET, ~- / 

NEW YORK. __ · 
P. O. BOX 187 Z. - . i 

Earliest known usage of the 5ct, imperforate vertical coil, double line watermarked. Back 
stamped September 15

111
, 1911, in New York City. Five cent UPU rate to Germany, with 10¢ 

registry fee. The single stamp to the left is a paste up single. 



o B 

" , , 

u 0 I in 

• 

RETURN IN 8 DAYS TO 

Top cover was sent to South America while the bottom cover was sent to Africa. The registry 
fee to countries on both continents was 10¢. First class letter rate for the In ounce was 5¢ with each 
additional ounce at 3¢ each. The total for both covers was 18¢. 



Sent to the Azores. 

HALI.GARTEN & CO. 
New York. 

Per Str. 

~~ 
K. K. Priv. Oesterreicbische Credit-Anstalt 

Fiir Handel & Gewerbe, 

VIENNA, 

AUSTRIA. 

Ten cent registry fee to Europe, with eight cents for a 2 ounce letter to Austria. Hand 
stamped on board the steamer Lusitania. 



lf .ad<lres1ee bae been 
re-patri&ted, · forw&rd 
to uehldort 8/ I11n 

336 Kiro lats 
• Ther a 

Germany. 
S e n d e r 1 

Bev. Ludwig Mayer 
3569 on Road 
Olev land Ohio riscnier la G'Jarre 
u.s.ot America. 

?Jax ayer 

of e))J,d~?i' e/ Inn 

S ·int Martin de Re. 
Gl 'mfED I France • 

. u. IC. @retrrrrit~ter~-Jlngartsl~n ICMSDlat 
I I f 

0!.11. ts IC tr. Ql).s,gtrak-flqyar IC1J111ulatus 

J. & It Awttro-~arian <lt11t1.11Ulati 
311 CAL I P'ORNIA ST. 

SAN FRANCl/J:::iA~NIA 

1N I J/lS f OJ-ff, 
T.I"' (I 1 . . 

DES J.: 
LJND 

' c . ' 
' ' 

The top cover is a registered letter to a German prisoner of war in France. The bottom cover 
is a double weight letter from the Austro-Hungarian Consulate, in San Francisco, to Austria, in 
1916. The British military confiscated this letter and didn,t release it till after the war. 

-~ ~ - --



A fl<'r 11 unys, return to 
J. J. 7.AIIIORA, 

T'. () Rox Ko. 2!'l, 
.\Ull.~1111,LA, POUTO HICO. 

Monsieur 

Alois Steinkellner, 

Institutaur, 
... VIENNE II18, 

International UPU Rate 
From Offices Abroad 

Puerto Rico 

hromprinz Rudolphstrasse 14/8, !UTRICHE. 

Sent from Puerto Rico at the five cent international rate to Austria. Registry fee of ten cents. 



Registered International Treaty Rate 

Postmarked on Saturday, October 30'h, 1909, the last business day of the eight cent registry 
fee period. Sent to England, at the 2¢ international treaty rate. 

• 

CHAS. S . THOMPSON 
4112 BUDLONG AVE. 

LOS ANGELES, 

CALIFORNIA, U.S. A. 

I 
/tat;. 

REGISTERED 

No. 178 LJv-

\ 

cf)~~ ¢:,~~ 
~ Receipi;Requested 

'============================~==d~~~ ....... L .... 

This cover shows the 10¢ registry fee, along with the 2¢ international treaty rate, again with 
England as its destination. In addition, it shows a more conventional use of the "AR", or "Advise of 
Receipt" marking. Normally this marking is found on mail bound for foreign destinations. 



, 
' , • • 

' :I 
~ c 

Registered International Treaty Rate 
From Offices Abroad - Puerto Rico 

Sent from Puerto Rico to Cuba, at the 3¢ treaty rate along with the 10¢ registry fee. Due to 
the war, almost all mail was censored. After the attempted delivery the cover was hand stamped as 
"unclaimed" and sent to the Dead Letter Office in Puerto Rico where it was stamped as 
"FRAUDULENT" and returned to the sender. 

• 64~4' 
Num ..... . .. . .. . 

' 
< t...... '4, 

44473 

---·- ,. 

Military Incursions 
Vera Cruz 

Ten centavos for the Mexican registry fee, and five centavos for the international treaty rate 
to the US. Since this cover was being carried by the US military mail system, the registry fee had to 

be paid with US postage. 



Re-Mailed Registered Letters 

Sent from the US to England, at the 2¢ treaty rate and registered. Once delivered it was 
forwarded back to the US. The person that forwarded the letter had to pay 2 pence to re-register 
the cover. They applied a 3 pence stamp and over paid the registry fee by 1 penny. 

A registered letter from England to the US, and delivered in San Francisco. There it was re
mailed to Walnut Creek, hence the additional 2¢ added to it. The 10¢ registry fee was not paid for, 
so the cover was hand stamped as no longer in the registered mail system. 



\ 
( ") 

ciat-\M ~\:v-,5~~\ x,, 
1f 7>'3 Rue Go.\.\"'"'a,1'1\~"~ 

Re-mailed as Registered 
Letter 

Sent from Italy to Opelika, Alabama, this letter was re-mailed to France as a 
registered letter at the U.P.U. letter rate of 5¢ plus 10¢ registry fee. 



 

From Foreign Office 
Re-registered 

Two ounce registered letter 
from France, 1 si ounce, 25 

2nd 15 cenumes, ounce, 
centimes, registry fee, 25 
centimes. Sent to New York and 
accepted by an individual who 
the then re-registered it and 
forwarded it. First class 
forwarding was free, and re
registering cost ten cents. 



S pedal Delivery 

Special Delivery 
Fee 

Through entire 
Series 

10¢ 

Special delivery was very popular during this series. There was special Post Offices set up to 
handle this type of mail. All classes and a multitude of services could be sent as special delivery. 
Boys made most deliveries, and they were paid by the number of items delivered. 

Shown above are 3 post cards that were sent by special delivery. On 2 of the cards, the fee 
was paid by using the special delivery stamp, and the other card had the fee paid by using the 

current definitive stamp. 



 

 



3¢, type 0:, 
horizontal coil 
rotary press 

THE GIBSON 
AMERICAN PLAN 

1 ¢, perforated 12, 
single line watermark 
block of eight 

2¢, perf. 12 
single line 
watermarked 
booklet pane 

All three covers on chis page represent the largest known usage of their particular stamp on 
cover. All three show the special delive1y fee along with the domestic first class rate. As a 
convenience for the sender, the cover with the five, 3¢ coil stamps was over paid by two cents. 



Special Delivery 

r====~-----------------~· Registered 

H.J. NIE, 
DllUOOllT 

••ITH AND 81110HTON 
KANSAS CITY, • MISSOUlll 

J1 11 V R 'T'b Ji 1J 1 

28186 

19'162 

20¢ perf. 11 
unwatermarked 
back stamped; 
Sept. 1th 1918 

EARLIEST 
KNOWN 
USAGE 

All three covers show the combination of special delivery, registered, and 1 .. class. The top 
cover is the E.K. U. of the 20¢ stamp. The middle cover has a special delivery stamp, a registry 
stamp, and a regular postage stamp. The bottom cover is a special delivery, but with the registered 
stipulation to deliver to addressee only. 



 

 

Special Delivery Forwarded 

If a special delivery letter were addressed to a person who had left a forwarding address, the 
Post Office of the first address would forward the letter and not claim the special delivery fee. This 
would be duly marked on the letter, so that the second Post Office would treat the letter as special 
delivery, and claim the fee. 



International Special Delivery 

Stl·::-JOial De1~verr';~ __ ~ 
~-----

~~, f£"'3' 
// 

Speotal DeHvery 

Sent to Germany in 1913 as registered and special delivery. Special delivery to Germany did 
not start till September of 1926. For some reason the postal clerk accepted the ten cent fee, and 
hand stamped it as such. 

From Offices Abroad 

IMPORTAOOR Oil ALIMl!NTOS 

PARA El. 

GANADO Y AVES EN GENERAL 

P 0 . BOX 234 

SAN JUAN P R . 

Joee Guzman Soto, 

Stop 26,Santurne,P. R. 

A Puerto Rican, inter-island, special delivery usage. 



Must ••• AL 

From Foreign Offices 

r?J,;7'/. If L!. ~a~ 
.% //r~" ~./,, 

??/~~ 
fiJt;xl 'Pf~. 

Mail that was intended to go special delivery from Canada or Mexico to the US had to use 
US postage to pay the special delivery fee. Only the larger cities in these rwo countries carried US 
stamps, as a courtesy, for this purpose. 



Card was sent 5 pfennig 
short from Germany. Same 
as I¢ short paid. Double 
penalty, therefore, postage 
due is two cents. 

Postage Due 
Post Cards 

Attempted to mail from 
Canada with US postage. 
Was returned for proper 
postage. 

Sent to England, one 
cent under paid. Marked 
as postage due in the US 
and England. Forwarded 
back to the US. 



 

 



 

 



-~'~ 11, ----~ 4.ov 2 ~ (< 1 , - fl/i ;,:: 

·- . , 

The Red Star Mill & Elevator Co. 

Wichita, 

Kansas. 

First day of the 3¢ war rate, sent as 1 ¢ short paid. Post Office in Wichita was either out of 
1 ¢ postage due stamps or they just wanted to use up their stock of parcel post postage due stamps. 

due. 

rr nnl .tehreml in 5 da10 ret urn td 

l•'RED :\>IICHAEL 
na-r MADISO~ STREET 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Stamps and Coins for Collectors 

Federal R. B. 

License 2571 

l.r . H. s. Dickey, 

Newton, 

Kansa.e . 

Sent 1st class, 1 ¢ short paid for the 3¢ war rate. Should have been charged one cent postage 



 

 

, 
' 

)I~ ~ ~~ !~rt:f/7l/ 

Advertised 

~l(~~f4 
~ 

Both covers could not be delivered for whatever reason. They were both advertised in the 
local newspaper. The charge for advertising was 1 ¢; therefore there was postage due of 1 ¢ for both 
covers. 



 

n. &onnea. 

Senor, 

Ignacio G.Trigos. 

Apart:J.do 111 

I".1.~xioo D. F. 

Sent from occupied Vera Cruz, Mexico, through the US military mail system, to Mexico 
City. The Mexican government did not accept the US postage as valid. The Post Office in Mexico 
City penalized the recipient by charging double the normal rate of five centavos, total due was ten 
centavos. 

Note that the Mexican Post Office did not recognize the validity of the US postage, but 
double charged as if the cover had originated in the United States. 



.. . 

llo Ruft111 Co., 
Pi 1zze 8 ~r,or-to , 

International UPU Rate 

BCJ ] 0 I ::: t ' I y . I 

Both covers were mailed from the same place on the same day. With both covers 3Ci shore 
paid. Both were marked due in New York and the rop cover was returned to sender. 



;tTIONAL CLOAK & SUIT CO. 
.VEST 24TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. ------
COT DCLIVElll:D IN Tl:N OAYS, ~LEASE RETUllN. 

~.-:::~~~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!iiiiiiiiii~!illii~~~ 
S~nt 3¢ short paid, marked as postage due in Japan. When delivery was attempted to be 

made, the addressee refused acceptance of the letter, and therefore avoided paying the postage due. 
Cover was eventually sent back to the sender. 

IN IS DAYe "llTU"N TO 

OREGON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
_;[JnvALLi~1 

;~01 2 15 
CORVALLIS, OREGON 

; i- i-.i11l 

,· 'r~r 4 R Fa11 , tiid , ' 

- Bl lSOatlc , 
•• 'tr1111Aol&zl, ll:asb12, la . 

~~:========-=:;;;;~~ 
DELIVERED FOR ltEASIN STATED. 

' ETURN TO SENf>E" 

Cover to Australia is 3¢ short paid, and is duly marked and charged double the amount due 
as a penalty. Ir was then censored and delivery was attempted. Cover was then hand stamped as 
unclaimed, and advertised for pick up. To note that the cover was advertised, ir was stamped as 
"CALLED,, for. When this failed to find the addressee the cover was sent to the Brisbane Dead 
Letter Office. This also failed and the cover was eventually "Returned To Sender". 



tf~:iW 
'd"~~.j 

U~ S~ ~--A 

Incoming Letter 
Improperly Paid 

From Italy 

From Canada 

~~~4~ J 

~ru /~i ~/~ 
·------~--~~~--~/"--')/;,. // /jl--H v~ . ,, , n 1// t? · , .,!.., 

A:Cter u dnys, return to 
THE mm STAR l\IILL & Ef,EVATOR co. 

Corner of 18th St. & Emporia Ave., 
WIOllITA, K~E·A , 

··~ ~ z~ ... 
.. - ><I l.'Q~·~n ' " ·t77 t,"f'\ 

\~:P I. ... ., ~ 
\'<?,. 'I ~ 

. /' ")t-\\-..~ ... 

~~~J 

; 
, 

The Red Str.J: Mill & Elevator From France 

Wiohita , 

Letters from all foreign countries had to be paid with the country of origins stamps. All three 
covers were paid with US postage. The top two covers should have been charged postage due. Only 
the bottom cover was charged. 



 

 



 

 



Distribution el Taxation 

of Decedents' Estates 

In the State of New York 
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AMERICAN SURETY COMPANY 

OF NEW YORK 

Third Class 
Single Piece 

Rate per T hrough 
2 ounces: Entire 

Series 

1¢ 

r PBRR'T' CO., 

' ILLE , 

CAL. 

Third class single piece encompassed 
items like, circulars, primed matter, and 
holiday cards, where the envelope had 
been left unsealed, and the only writing 
allowed was a signature of the sender. 



No. Q 
~)19{1 6/2v/17 

THE AMERICAN RE >-;:Cl~ 

contribution 0£._J 1 
10- - - - - -

from-···--·~ohn Ga; 1i 

[address] --~.:i-znd --~~ .. ~. Y .:: 
towards the Red Cross War Fund. 

~ 
Cuh durtni Red er-Week 
ht PlcdllC Pa,meat 
2nd Pied .. Paymea t 
3rd Pledl9 Pl.1IMDl 
.. th Pledt• p.,_. 
SECURITUi:ll .. -

OHIO HUMANE SOCIETY 
for the 

Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children & Animals 

310 Elm Street 

Cincinnati 

This receipt was sent back 
to the donor using the 3'd 
class single piece rate. 
Dimensions of this receipt 
are too small to be 
categorized as a post card. 
The 3'd class rate saved the 
red cross the cost of 
envelopes, and the 2¢ 
domestic letter rate. 

Single piece printed matter sent at the third class rate. The address was clipped from a 
mailing list and glued to the envelope. A pre-cancelled stamp was affixed, and this indicates that 
chis was a mass mailing. 



LURIE'S 

• • 

- . . ' ~ ~ . --



Photos, Samples, and Clippings 

PCSOW;TCR l'UASlt NOT FY IF "°T Q&IYIJUI 

• 

3 1N ONE OIL CO .. 
4'- BROADWAY. 

NEW Yl)RK 

f 

Photographs, merchandise samples, and plant clippings could be sent ac the third class ralc, 
which was the same as the single piece rate. 



Books 

Books could be sent third class till March 16'h, 1914. At that time books were placed into the 
fourth class. The third class book rate was the same as the single piece rate, (1 ¢for every 2 ounces). 
The weight for this package was 1 pound and 14 ounces for a total of 15¢. 

t R • t 
'llii • R, u. Huntingt on, 

This package of books was also sent during the 3rc1 class rate. It was also registered at a cost of 
10¢. The weight of this package was 2 pounds and 14 ounces, total fee of 23¢, plus the 10¢ fee 
makes a total of33¢. 



 

 

• 

' 

Re-Mailed 

Third class could not be 
forwarded free of charge. 
This letter was mailed from 
Ann AJbor, Michigan, ro 
Munising, Michigan. It was 
rhen re-mailed ro Daytona, 
Florida. 
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Printed matter 
to Transvaal ' 
Africa. 

~ 
::,. 
....... 
~ 

'-'<. 
~ 

~ 

International Printed Matter 

Post card, printed matter 
rate, to Germany. 

A twelve to fourteen ounce wrapper to Switzerland. 



.. 
c 
.i 

..... ... 

) 

Regist red / 

Den Heer Joh. So.ndow 

.. 

llolland 0 Arnot er 

International Printed Matter 
Registered 

Printed matter could be sent abroad at the same rate as the 
domestic 3'd class rate. This cover shows the up to 4 ounce printed 
matter rate, and the 8¢ registry fee. 



 

 



• 1amte Sclllcbte .. ll*M• Pr1ll1I 
PllOTOC5 D••al PURI& M 

AND HRDLICzKA 
Y I B N. XVIJa. 

Six ounces of photographs 
mailed from Austria to the US. 

' 

Once it arrived in the states it was ee~-:.::!!1!!!55!ai!!liil!ll ___ _ _ 
re-mail at the 3'd class rate of 1 ¢ per 
2 ounces. 



JC p. £mm·n & <Co. 
llralru lu tJ11at11gt ~ainpd for O:nlltrf(tru 

1lux 432 
!1111111!1:!n W. ii;. 

"'~'-'- .L ~a.tter 

Printed Matter 
From Office Abroad 

Sent from the Hawaiian Territories to California, at the 1 ¢ per 2 
ounce printed matter rate. 



From Military Incursions 

A Y.M.C.A. envelope used as a wrapper, to send something to relatives back home. Sent at 
the printed matter rate of 1 ct per 2 ounces, from the debarkation base in La Rochelle, France, APO 
#735. Address and censorship marking is on the back 

Between August of 1915 and August of 1934 the US Marine Corps were in Haiti, at the 
invitation of the Haitian provisional government. This is the earliest known usage of this 
postmark, and the third earliest known usage from the Marine base in Haiti. The sender used a 

calendar page as a wrapper 



Fourth Class 

Rate per In Effect 
Ounce: 

Jan. 1
11 

1913 
1 ¢ Parcel Post 

f'!~W Et 
HERRING-HALL- MARVIN SAFE CO 

Hamilton, Ohio. 

A brass nameplate for a safe, sent on August 26'h, 1912. This is 
before the establishment of the parcel post system on January l ", 
1913. Weight of 4 ounces, at the rate of 1¢ per ounce, up to 4 
ounces, regardless of distance. Registry fee 10¢, total is fourteen 

cents. 

S stem 



 

 

J C..J a.'l\l \\. 
,U.'1"141 l>r I 

,,~5 

M I':>$ 

,. 

i '°~ Lt- 2 £>\.. 

Su Om~h.a. 
N t. b . 

Domestic, Registered 

Fourth Class and registered, registry fee of eight cents, weight of 3 ounces at one cent each 
ounce. Total cost is eleven cents. 

International U.P. U. Rate, Registered 

Fourth class and registered, but sent at the l" class U.P.U. rate for 2 ounces. Ten cent 
registry fee and eight cents for 1 sc class, total of eighteen cents. 



 

 



 

 

Zone 3, weight of 39 pounds, 6¢ for the 
1 s• pound, 2¢ for each additional pound, 3¢ 
for the war tax, a total of 85¢. 

Zone 
Weight 

Local 1 sc lb 
Add,l lb 

Zone 1 
Add,I lb 

Zone2 
Add,l lb 

Zone 3 

Add,l lb 

Zone4 

Add,l lb 

Zone 5 

Add,! lb 

Zone6 

Add,l lb 

Zone7 

Add,l lb 

Zone8 
Add,! lb 

Jan 1 sc 

19 13 

5¢ 
1¢ 

5¢ 
3¢ 

6¢ 

4¢ 
7¢ 

5¢ 

8¢ 

6¢ 

9¢ 

7¢ 

10¢ 

9¢ 

11 ¢ 

10¢ 

12¢ 
12¢ 

Parcel Post 

Aug 15'11 Jan 1 si 

1913 1914 
_. ---. 

--+ ---. 
---. ---. ---. ---. 

5¢ ---. 
1 <t ---. ---. 6¢ 

---. 2¢ 

---. 7¢ 

---. 4¢ 

---. 8¢ 

---. 6¢ 

---. 9¢ 

---. 8¢ 

---. ---. 
---. ---. 
---. ---. ---. ---. 

Zone 3, weight of 45 pounds, and break down same as above, a total of 94¢. 



Largest Known Usage 

This ties the record for 
the largest known usage of 
the 5¢, perf. 11 stamp used 
on cover. Largest known 
usage is a block of eight. 
There are 3 blocks of 8, on 
this label. 

There is $1.80 worth of 
postage on this label from 
Buffalo, NY. Destination is 
unknown but the postage 
covers 15 pounds to zone 
eight. 



 

 



 

 

Mailing Receipt 

The parcel post mailing receipt provides 
evidence that the parcel was placed in the mail 
system. The fee of 1 ¢ for each receipt started 
on September l ", 1915. 

Collect On Delivery 

The fee for C.0.D. was 10¢, and both tags show a rate of one pound or less. The tag at 
the left went to zone 3, or 150 to 300 miles, rate of 6¢, with a total of 16¢. The right tag went 
to zone 5, or 600 co l,000 miles, rate of 8¢, with a total of 18¢. 



 

 



Insured Parcel Post 

The insurance system started on 
January l s\ 1913, same as the parcel 
post system. Insurance for mail 
provides indemnity for an article, 
that is lost, rifled, or damaged. This 
service does not provide the special 
safeguards that are accorded to 
registered mail. 

Package label with 41 ¢ postage 
on it. Sent from Alabama to NY 
City, zone 5, at the rate of 8¢ for the 
1 si pound and 6¢ for each additional 
pound. Total weight of 6 pounds, 
with 3¢ for insurance, coverage of 
$5.00 or less. 



 

 



 

 



From Offices Abroad 
Shanghai, China 

If this was all of the stamps put on what was 
probably a bale of silk, sent from Shanghai, China, 
then it shows the parcel post rate, to zone eight, over 
1800 miles. Weight of twenty-four pounds, at 12¢ 
per pound. Also note the parcel post box roller 
cancel from Shanghai, China. 

U.S. Postal Shanghai, U.S. Postal 
China. 



 

 

s. 

i 0 

From Military Incursions 1918 
World War One 

, 

" , 

Both the tag and the package label show the parcel post rate of 12¢ per pound, from 
zone eight. Mailed from France during World War One, to the United States. Package label 
also shows the Customs Duty Free hand stamp. 



 

 

From Military Incursions 1918 
World War One 

This is rhe lid from a box that 
was senr from France, near rhc 
end of the war. Only J" class 
was free co soldiers. Pa1...~~ages 
had to be sent parcel post. The 
rate for items sent to zone 8, 
over 1800 miles, was 12<t for 
the r· pound and 12¢ for each 
additional pound. Total weight 
of the box was 2 pounds. The 
contents were censored before 
leaving France, and went 
through Customs in Chicago. 
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Postal Savings System 

,. 

~ta!~~ icriiu:~iu~, ~hitf.ttn ~:in1hrd1tc ~i~d?htt:n. 

~at ~t'Pt'.tdaHcn .n! Ore ~H1t.t11sin.1)~ -o! ~iHz~Tt;.\;iJI illi~ 

t.1J1Hl: rt ~Jldll·$~ .of ~iientt11.-b ;f nifl~, ~.out c. 'llb ~c:~4{l~ l~i& 

!imf.l t1 _si!l is: 13rts-t>nltb fo 

~tndc~nm 

Regular postage stamps used as postal savings stamps. Instructions on the card state, 
"place gift of postage stamps here (1 ¢ to $5.00) and cancel by signing your name across their 
c ,, 
race . 
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