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BUREAU ISSUES ASSOCIATION.REPORT No . 5, 
PLATE VARIETIES COMMITTEE.------

SHIFT HUNTER LETTER, NO.l 

DIE(above)and 
TRANSFER ROLL(below) 
by courtesy of the 
Scott stamp & Coin co . 

WHITE FACE LETTER. Die A is pr oduced by hand engraving. Relief 
A is then produced on the Transfer Roll by rocking the roll onto 
the die . Plate A is produced by rocking the roll onto the plate. 
Ink is rubbed into the depressions in the pl ate , the plate sur
face is c~eaned and polished . Damp paper i s then applied to the 
plate under pressure. Ink from the depr ess ions adheres to the 
paper, producing the final WHITE LETTER print (A) . 

BLACK or COLORED FACE LETTER . To produce the Black Face letter (B) the same mechanical 
processes are used. Note, however, the difference in the engraving. Compare the two 
reliefs and the two plates care.fully. A clear concept of these details is necessary for 
understanding such plate varieties as SHIFI'S or DOUBLE TRANSFERS, BROKEN RELIEFS and to 
enable one to distinguish them from PRINTING varieties such as Slip Impressions or 
Double Impressions. 

A Shi.ft or a HEAVY COLORED 
LINE often aaows as MULTIPLE 
PARALLEL LINES. HERE'S WHY? 

For p1•inting the heavy colored 
I l ine(I) the die cut (D) 1s 

apparently started by thin 
cuts as at (C) at either el!fge 

SHIF.r ON at.UIP. of the heavy line. Later 
cuts remove the metal 

from the center of the line (D). Often the first two cuts at the edges of the heavy line 
are DEEPER than the center cuts. The unevenness at the BOTTOM of the line in the die, 
is reproduced on the TOP of the raised portion of the relie.f(E). If the relief is now 
PARTIALLY rocked into the plate , multiple parallel lines will be f ormed as at (F) which 
will print as at (H). If the roll is then shi.fted and completely rocked-in at (G), it 
will print the f'ull line as at (I). On the stamp the two lines (H) may therefore be a 
DOUBLE TRANSFER of the heavy line (I). Such SHIFI'S are often mistaken for TRIPLE 
TRANSFERS. 

~N~"!~o~~~F~~essure ~ ~~!'~~ I ~ 
on the raised portion of I I ~.--.. 
the Transfer Roll (the 
relief ) during the rocking- 11 BREAK IN RELIEF" BREAK TRANSFERED TO THE PRINT. 
in on the plate, often PLATE. 11 CAP 11 ON LETTER 
causes breaks in the relief. Thereafter, every position rocked- i n with this broken 
relief, will show the break. The illustrations above show how the "CAPS" on the 2,e-1890 
were formed e The illustrations below show the cause of the "BROKEN CIRCLE" on the 5,e
walloon , also the broken lines at the lower right of the 2,e-Columbian. 
Here is a problem for the amature:- Consider the break in the above colorless numeral. 

~r\;~~~d a~~!!r tr~e n ~ I 
the relief , the plate ---, { ~ 
and in the stamp of 
the colored numeral 
below? 
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