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---. ~-~----Mr.w.H.Schneider finds a number - -. -=:-,::. ,.--
of surface cracks in t he l eft mar- ~,_,,.,Q "Q.:....'.::::­
gin, adjacent plate No. 5388 of tha -JvOU 
2~-Uudson_ Fulton . Illustrated at right. 

At one time Vance Holden reported, thru 
Mr ward's column in Jlekeels, a break 1n a 
relie.f of the - 1922, showing a white 
spot on the .fraction bar o.f the left num­
eral that occurs in the first five vertica 
rows of the upper left pane on plate 170fl 
Mr Kuespert sends us a left plate number 
block showing the variety and a right 
plate block without it. This is a break 
in one o.f the reliefs and may show up on late.r 

#2,4 :- --------j 74 ,. 3 o-ri\o"'"' _ ~~~s__ ---
/

. - - --- _-tr,;."1.., t.?-, , - -

pla tes wherever this relief happened to be used. The 
other three panes should be checked on plate 17041 and 
also the next few plates following. 

' ' ; 
Plate cracks such as illustrated above are among the outstanding varieties of the later 
issues. we call them the "Twentieth century Classics". Can anyone tell us Jib.ether this 
crack runs do\m further into the plate? Mr Davis has long been a student of plate varieti~ 
and we will hear from him frequently in the .future. 
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Report by Don F. Lybarger,Chairman . Offset Plate varieti.es, 
Plate numbers of the Offset issue were NOT inserted directly on the Zinc plate. 
Eight blank spaces were scraped out of the master negative and the individual 
numbers of each plate inserted in these spaces. The numbers were first printed on 
paper then photographed on a negative and strippings from these negatives appl i ed 
to the blank spaces on the master negative. At first the numbers were engraved on 
steel plates and then photographed from prints . Later the numbers were printed 
from type and more rarely from a rubber stamp. Arter the master negative had. made 
one plate the numbers were removed and 8 new numbers i nse r ted for the next plate. 
Thus many plates were made from the same mas ter negative and plate varieties on 
one plate will repeat in the same position on many other plates. These are better 
spoken of as NEGATIVE VARIETIES rather than as Plate Varieties . See S.H.L. No.37. 
Where sequence of numbers were similar, it was common practice to scratch out only 
one or two or three digits. Often this was done by 11 opaquing out" with special 
paint or ink and then scratching in the numbers by hand. There are many irregular­
ities in the shape and alignment of the digits in plate numbers of this issue. 
on many, perhaps most of the plates, no two of the 8 plate numbers on a given 
plate are exactly the same. The information, if once recorded would indicate 
whether a given right plate number came from the upper or lower right hand pane,etc. 

9266 By reason o.f the method used for numbering the plates of this issue, there are 
several well defined types of plate numbers. These may be classified as follows: 

11896 Type I. 2½mm tall by 8 toll mm long. A thin, neat numeral. Doubtless made from 
• • • • • • ••• photographs of engraved numerals . (Nos. 8418, 12913) / r,qqf 
11 406 Type 2. 3 .to 4 mm tall by 10 to 13 mm long . Thick .,li- ·Ll..-

numerals of the rubber type variety. 
9993 (Nos. 8olU, 9350, 9320) 

Type 3. 3 mm tall by 9 to 13 mm long. A light type 
D••••••~• numeral, (Nos. 9200, 11643, 11975) 

12243 Type 4. same as type 3 but a heavy type numeral . 
(Nos. 9993, 11400, 11896) 

998 7 
Type 5. Hand made numerals. (Nos. 9987, 12234) 

Philip ward has already described this heavy 
scratch on the present 25.t stamp and Mr.DeWitt is kind en ugh 
to send the i tern. to us for illustration. As Mr ward says 
in his colu.~n in Mekeel's, it looks like some one had 
built a bridge over Niagara Falls. There are thousands of 
plate scratches that are not worthy of chronicle but items ~ · :d4 
such as this may be worthy of description. 
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n~script i on of 11:ustrations 

T,acs e four illustrations re:::,resen t only ,, f ew of the r.lany s ::.ifted Transfers 
:::;:i.de b;:,' the 3ureau of 3n;-ra'l i n,s and Printing just after the Ame rican S&k 1~ote 
Co~any finis hed its contract for furnishing stamps to the United Stutes GDvern­
ment. To sl~w all the shif ts on the "Triangl e" issue s v;ould require r.w.ny pages. 

3;:,; th is 1:10thod of r e~)orting :pl a te Vc>X ieties nea.rly all the necessarJ descript­
i on i s r l aceQ on the illustr~t i ons . Look 07er your duplicates careful l y . Some ­
t in-,s ~,ou V.'i:'..l l oJ:.:C ov e r several hundred ,,i thout finding a plate variet:,r and 
a gain the on2.y sta::ir, ;,rou have v:il l gi·1e :rou the "Tri.rill t~t comes o:n:s in a. 
Li f0tir.ie" . Just pic k U::' your Sreciciiz.:;d. u. s. C,:.talog and note how many 31.&reau 
p r i nt •::; d sta~rps have a "Double 7r~sfcr" li sted under the varieti e s. 

X 

7leoste r N. Jonos, .Jr., age 12 , brought hi s collecti:::m of s tanps t o rey homo this 
SUJ,)me r, to sho':.' mo the r ,::,sul ts f his efforts. I found in among the ',dddic col ­
lection ' a. r:njor shift t i1.'.lt Y,i th in the month he sold f o r $u .OO and !:lade the first 
pa~rn0nt ;)n o. bic~rcle~ 

'\7hercver there is n st~np ~he re lTl3v be a PLATE V.tIB IETY. 

Get th e habit of us i ng a g l o,s s en ever;,; sta~np . Pl3.te varietLrn are not co t!l-
non . ~rose ,·,:io find. t.."fiem do so b;r keuping at it Y:ith great pat i ence. Use o. 
Ba.usch & Lomo engravers glass to ~':rc0r ,:m t e;,,rostra i n. Yvu ma.y get one for $3. 60 in 
Gn~' lu::go 01Jt ical hoLl.sc. 

It is ~f g r eat importmice f or i:roe!"J B$I.A. Svccia l ist to c hcc ; his Pluto Number 
tloc~s fo !' plato varieties, so that p l ate numbers c.nd plato posit i ons ~• bocooo 
m ov'll. E is request ed timt all informat ion of this kind bo r o:9o rtcd to the Com­
Mi tt2 ·3 fo :" t :'1e hcncf i '; f the othe r n cr.ibors. "Give &nd Ye Sr.all R.,;co ive" is n. 
goo d. !TIO tt0 for t hc3 r. s. 0fOCie:.list scelcil:g :philatelic data.. 

Yo;.:r Cc r:-l!:iittee fhds tnc.t only a fo't'; collectors are f ully acqua.i::..tcd wi t h the 
d e tailr; oz :3tcr::, !'Darufr.cture. Die, ?ransfor Roll, Raliof 9 Ll.:ro· t Lines, Gui de 
Dots, ?se entrJ, ~r.if'., Do:1b l0 r::?rG.nsfor, :arok0n ?.elief, etc. , nre vo.gue terris to 
many. ~he B . I.! • • f.loto.r, of "Kno,; Yo·.:r Cv,b.tr:r ' ;;; St;r.r;;is" sl1ould incite all mom­
'.Jors t o sec:.: addi ti o .. .'.11 inforr:.c.. t.i J : 1. r:::e Pl2.t c 7 .... !'iDtics Commi ttoo is therefore 
:pr::r~)arir..g S37EP...' .. L ILLUS'.iR.'.~D ~r::.rJJ.':'3 \'{rIBR33Y t,~ HOIB '.(0 1-::.JG TH IS IEFOP.:.:.::.TION 
av~il~~ lc to al l. 

:60 IT HIX,'! Send :rour dollr..r to the Clw. irl:'.roi and nnke those re~orts poss ible. 

C. \7. 36i;;.ford. 
319 V.::.niman St. 1 

Akron, o:1i • 

Infor~10.t i on in thi s is su~ is f r members only and oust no t be repr i nted e l sel? 
•::,_::,rn ,.'i thont ':ll'i t~en permissi on. 
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Pittsbur gh, 4¢ ord , S,3pt. 1931 
Fortland , ~e . , 1/ c o il. hlar . 1931 
Port l and., l;e . , 6¢ or d . I.lay, 1931 
Ri c k n'.:i :,d , 4¢ ord . April, 1931 
:::l.uth ,:irford , 1¢ co il. Juno , 1931 
Sa i n t Loui s , 7¢ ord. ( B 11) Jan. 1931 
Saint Loui s , 111 co il. July , 1931 
Sa l t 1~~8 Ci t y , 2¢ c o il ~ Oct. 1930 
San ? r ancisco, 2,/. co il. April , 1931 
Scra nton, 1¢ c o il. Oct . 1930 
South Bnr,.d, 1;,j c o il (S IDE VI.E\7) 

April, 1930 

Sy r~cuse , 1½¢ c o il . Ar,ril , 193 1 
Syracuse , 1~¢ ord. J une , 19 31 
To l edo , 11-¢ ord . Ju..~e , 1931 
To l odo , 9¢ ord . J une , 1931 
Wash ington, 4¢ c o il. hla r . 1931 
Wilmingt on , i t-¢ c a il. J u ly, 1931 
Wo rc 0s tor, 6¢ ord. April, 1931 
Worc o s t or, 1½¢ o rd, J uno , 1931 

P LAYI NG CARD COILS 

E. E. F. Corp . July, 1931 

:111 list ,Jd abov -:: a r 8 sta ndard ov 0rprint and curr ent s e ri os I un l e ss othe r wise 
n o t od. 

SHIFT J-fflN'ER S:SRYIC"S E XPANSION 

Fellow B.I.A. Members : 

No doub t you have n o t i c ed t he a nnouncement i n a re cent nuMber of t he SPECIAL­
IST , o.nd also on ou r pa ge in GOS SIP, t hat I hc.ve been ap;1o in t ed t o a s sis t our 
F'ulJ l ic ity .IG.nage r to the ex ten t of so lic i t ing subsc riFtions fror.1 l oca l stamp 
c lubs t o the SHIFT HUNT:'.::R L~TTJ<~RS. 

;\ s many r.1er,1bers a r e no doub t member s of l oca l stanp clubs, I vmnt t o a sk t hat 
you c OO l)e r a te with me i n bringi ng t o t h e atte:: tion of y our loca l clu b member s the 
des irabili t y of r ec e iving the s e S!U F T h1.J1-T 'iSR LS TT~RS , No s erious c o llecto r o r 
g r oup of co l l ecto rs o f Un i ted States s t G.rip s c a n affo r d t o be ~: ithout them a s they 
bring t o the s tud0n t a wealth of i nf or ma ti on n o t ob t ainab l e el s ewhe re. 

All s no :-ces i n a whee l r.mst b ear thei r s ha r e of t he v;e i gh t if the v,heo l is to 
r oma i n t rua . Holp your As s ociat i on in bri ng i ng t o t ho at t en tion of loc a l club s 
ev e r y\1·here tha va lual:l l e \VO rk of the F l a te Vari e t ie s Committ ee, who so illust r ated 
r e)orts a r e an ess en tial r oq_uisi t e t o i n to ll i g on t s tud y and c o llec t i ng of t he 
st~n,s of our coun t r y. 

V.: ith t h is is sue of t h ~1 SPECIALI ST , SHL 4 1, an EDUCATIONAL r oto.p r int , i s b e ing 
c. i stribut od gratis t o e v ,Jry rnombor. Exhibi t i t at you r n ext l oc a l c lub me et i ng. 
:-;.xr, lain ,,·ha t the SHIF T HTJNT:-~R S1rn7IC:::: i s a nd po i nt ou t the v alue of a subscr ip­
tion f o r t ho l ocal club l ibrary. It is dosir::: d to e stab lish c ontact with ovo r y 
l oc a l club in t r1e countr~r. Thi s is po ssible and Fill resu lt in cons.'..dora blo 
b on cfit t o th, .,,oce>. l c lub s , th,-.i B . I.A. and tho memb .-:) rsh i p . Th0 g r oator the num­
b ,:, r of l oc o. l c l ub s ubscript i on s tho mo re data a nd i nf o r r.m.tion will b e r oco i vod by 
Ti1J Pla to V:.:.rbti,J s Ccrw.i it t00, r osult i ng i n widor di s tributi on of mo re exhaus t i ve 
r 0ports, w~ i c~ in tu~L will axt ond t h o i nf l ucJc e of tho B.I.~ . and re~dc r i ts 
wo rk r.o ro e f fec t ive . Th e l oan of s r,ecia l s et3 fo r exh.i b it i on puq : ses a.nd d i s­
I) l ~\l i n l oc£:d c lub r ooms and publ i c libr.'..l. ri e s throv.g;-,c, · .... t t he coun try mny be a r­
r o.r.g·ed . 

li.1 1 -::: om!Dur: i c c. t i2ns pert:,ining to SHIFT HUN':.n.;R SERV I C:~ p~iblic i ty, public libro. ­
r y exh i b ition a ~d c l u b s ubsc r ipt i ons sh0 uld be addre ss ed to 

IBSLIS C . ROY, ELKINS, '.",'::S T VIR GI NIA . 
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