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VARIETIES THAT SHOW LACK OF COLOR WHERF 

COLOH 3HOULD BE. These are known as 

(1) RELIEF VARI ETIES and (2) INK or PRINT var i e ties . LEARN TO DISTI NGUISH THEM! ?!? ! ? ! ? 

Pl e ase refer to "Relief B" as shown in s . H.L . No . 25. A thin col orect ring on the sta!l.p 
a round the numeral is represented by .;. thin ridge of metal on the relief of the trans f ·er 
roll, Being highly te~pered a nd subjected to heavy pressur ~ duri~g the rocking- i n pr o ­
cess , this ring BROKE during usage while transfering the upper right pane of plate ~o. 
15754, Si-Walloon . see t he illustration above. The break started in position 1 an~ the 
thin pie ce of metal ~radually worked loose thru posit i ons 2, 3 , 4 and 5 an~ then fell off 
so that all the rest ofl t he positions on the pane show the DEFECTIVE 'L'RANSFER as shown i n 

,,. - -.,. ~ position 6 above. Only positions 1 to 5 inclusive, ae;tually 
II\ show the break . The Defe ctive Transfer shows LACK OF COLOR 
. tli where COLOR SHOULD BE and i s CONSTANT for all 

· , 1 plate positions r ockecl - ir with the broken 
relief. 

Two s mall br eak in the r elief occured while 
r ocking-in plate 3365 of t he li-1902 . THE 
break occured in the thin pi ece of metal be - A. B. c. 

t t -------- tween the 11 2 11 of 111902'1 and the 11E 11 of 11 S'!'ATES" 
(A) shows the normal reli ef . (B ) shows the f irs t break. (C) 

shows t he comple te break. The ONE DOT or B relief cm. es only from plate 3365 . The TWO 
DOT or C r elief come s on pla t e 3365 but also appear s s catte r ed thru any late r plates . It 
is found on perf orated, imper~orate and Booklet plates. Here again we have LACK OF COLOR 
where COLOR SHOULD BE . 

The Broken Hat on the 2t- colUlllbian s ta~p i s a re lief vari e ty t h a t i s well known. 
It shows a succession of enlar~ernents or breaks as il: ustrated in part at the right . 
Blocks a r e frequently found with all pos i tions showing the break, It offe r s an 
attractive opportunity for limited specializati0n on one stamp . LACK OF COLOR where 
COLOR SHOULD BE. 

There were also many other breaks in the relie f s of tr,e 2t­
Colui.bi an as illustrated at the left. Everyone has noted the 
broken fra~e lines at the lowe r right and one copy has been 
seen with a part of the broken metal on the relief bent out­
ward as in No.2, similar to the st-Walloons above. Here is 
an opportunity for research. How many di fferent reliefs show 
a break and what is the sequence of breaks on the same relief? 
LACK OF COLOR where COLOR SHOULD BE. 

SHORT TRANSFERS due to incoraplete rocking-in are illustrated above for the 5,e- Inld . 
Exch. and the 3t-Green. These also show LACK OF COLOR where COLOR SHOULD BE. 

The WEEKLY GOSSIP has or is a bout to publish a complete '1exposA 11 of the "ViHITE SPOTS" t ha t 
are found in eve r increasing nUlllbers around the numerals or in he avi ly inked portions of 
the stamp des i gn, especially in wide inked areas. This col!lmon I NK or PRINT VARIETY i s 
.lrt>und i n all is sues and i n hundreds of "varieties" on each issue or stalllp . They all show 
LACK OF COLOR whe r e COLOR SHOULD BE and are a source of "trouble " to many coll ectors who 
think they have found s ome rare plate variety. These ~/HITE SPOTS are NOT CONSTANT. 'iihe r & 
ever found , one can always find the SAME PLATE POSITION properly printed on anothe r 
sheet from the sarAe pane. The "Icicles" around the numerals of' the lft- 1890 are NOT 
constant for the sarae plate positions fro!I. dif'ferent sheets. (See illustration at the 
lo~er rig..~t corner) . The 2t- Pulaski and the 2t-Yorktown, all the large Airmail and 

almost f: Very stamp now in use are ''just loaded" with \/HITE sporrs . Here's WHY. 
(1 ) Peelc, d Ink . Heavy ink sticks to the sheet above, dries, and then peels off 

when s heets are torn apart. (2)Dry Prints . The paper dri es out over the 
V week end at the Bureau and the ink fails to "take" to the paper. 

11.(3) In "wiping '' the plate surface t he wiping device tends to "scoop 
"'""' out" part of the ink from wide dep1•essions i n the plate just as the 
~ wiper passes over the depression. This gives an appearance of ____ _ 

constancy. AVOID WHI'rE SPO'.i:'S. KNO, HOW TO TELL A BROKEN RELIEF ~ 


