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Here is a new sn11 ~ on the 6i-1922 , f l a t plate from G.W. 
N.Ustiche , The downward shirt shows below the stamp and 
strongly in the "s" of '1CENTS 11

• The interes ting :featur e 
is that the top of t he next st amp bel ow is not clear ly 
printed , Apparent l y t he ri r s t entry was· "tapped out 11 

and in doing so they par tial l y e r adi cated the top of the 
:-iext stamp. we have orten ment i oned that a defective tr&. 
a sfer orten accompanies a shift. This i s not a derect w-e 
transfer altho it has the s B.lle appearance. The l owe r 
stamp was pi•obably t r ansrered properly and t he n partly 
tapped out, provided it was ente r ed f irs t be f ore t he 
upper shift was made . rr, however the sh i r t came f irst 
and the lower sta~p was entered l ater, t hen t hi s i s a 
true derective transfer due to uneven plate surra ce f rom 

the previous tapping. This can 
inqu iring fr~~ 11The sureau 11 as 
or downward. 

only be proved by obtaining the plate pos i tions and then 
to whe ther transre r ing in t hi s ve rtical row proceeded upward 

W. T. Ki epura f i nds two cracks on t he pr e s ent lot-Playing 
ca rd coil stamps as shown a t the r ight. Both staaps have a center line 
running t hru the per fs at t he t op and are c r a cked i n s i mi l a r pos ition s 
bu t on oppos i te s iaes. They probably are adjacent on t he s ame pl a t e . 

Check you r top imprint and plate numbe r strips for an outs t anding ex­
ample of a DAMAGED PLATE on No. 252, the 2~- Tri angl e III of 1894 . The 
stamp under the l e f t side of t he i mprint in one of t he t op pane s shows 
the heavy gash as ill ustrated at the right . Look s af if some obje ct or corne r of the same 
struck t ne plat e l eaving a t riangular indentat i on . Seve r al copie ~ have be en 

#409 

2,e'-1912 

I mperf . 

..... C_R_A:-:-D---, \, 
PLATE 

74 / 
see 

S.H.L -26 

compl ete 
data on 
t he cr ack 

from 
G. W. N. 

ustiche . 

Plate 
7580 

L. R. Pane . 

94 

i noted in sales circui t s and auctions . 
we have a f'aint r e collect i on that s evera 
years ago we saw a sh i ft i n the next 
sta~p below- noes anyone have thi s? 

P. M. Elsden has a f ine col lect ion or plat 
varieties accu~ulated by many ye a rs of sea rching . 
In addition to the two variet i es from his collection 
here illustrated as new varieties,he has three copie5 
or a strong downward shift in "series of 1898 11 on 
the 10,e-Documentary "Battleship"revenue of 1898 . 
\'le also notea,among his revenues,a 25,c-certificate 

with three outer lines at the lower lef't corner 
that look like a tr1p1e t~a~sfer . ,.......... __ ..;:_-=-.: ________ --ill 

Blurred i mpress i ons 
or slip impressions 
or pulled prints t hat 
smear the ink may 
happen on a s t8.r.lp t hat 

shows a shi ft j ust as on & normal stamp . Elsden 
has t h is combination on No . 406, the 2i-Type I , 
perf orated 12 . The entire stamp seems t o be ve ry 
heavily doubled with a blurred impression but 
in addi tion there is a clear doubling of all t he 
hai rs in the forehead and face . A nice di stinct1'!ll 
in thi s stamp . The shifted lines are sharp and 

ve ry f ine 
i ft on the 2,e 

r e en . Try t o 
f i nd or,e . 

t akes pat ience a 

Note cracl f , llowing 
the frame lii es of the 
lower two st, mps, This 
is a Type II crack. SeE 
S.H.~S No 42 96 

7.580 

clear. The blurred 
lines, well-they are 
just blurred without 
clear outlines . I t is 
not difficult to tell 
an INK Variety from a 
plate variety ii' one 
will examine clos ely . 

n 1 t give u p if th 
a r e none in the 
f i rs t t housand. 

lsden has a f in 
owing of U S 

r i e ties . 
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PLATE VARIETISS C0:,1MITT3E REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, 1932. 

In 3otar:,rint No . 4, as the;/ were then numbered, we illustrated the usual shift on 
the 12¢ -1914-1917. P. M. Elsden has a good example of the same -type of shift on the 
10¢ Perf. 10 , of the ea.me issue. The 10¢, Perf. 12,o~ 1912 is also lrnown with this 
shift. 

Charles 1. Palmer finds the f ollowing items t o be constant on all the Washington 
Bicentennial sheets in the Fresno Post Office as well as in a few adjacent to,,ms, 
We ·will be i nterested t o know if an:r of these plate positions are f ound elsewhere, 
WITHOUT the varieties as listed, Please report your observations. 

3¢ 7~11- 20 558. Heavy spot in the c ollar of "Stock" of Washington. 
penecl. during usage, early prints may not show it. 

t o a bit of dried i n..½: film, it 'l''ill not sho,;1 after the film ·wears off. 
stant due t o a pe r manent damage t o the plate it is worth our attention. 

If this hap­
If it is due 

If it is con-

5¢ 8-LL-20 636. A heavy gash or s po t over t he right eye of Washington on t he 
l eft side of the por t rait, Comment same as above. 

7¢ 85-86-LR-20564, A stron£ scratch, 2½ mm 1-0ng, vertical, between sta□ps 85 
and 86, about on a l evel with the year dates in bo th stamps. 

7¢ 25-35-LR-20563. A plate scratch running from the ''E" of "CENTS" dmm into 
the po rtrait of t he next itamp below . 25 do,'11. into 35. 

Edward T. Ferry has f ound a ne,-· one . A nice shift of the outer and. i nner left 
frame l ines o:r:_ a l ~-¢ Snuff stamp. ''"Sd" also ha s t he finest shift on a 25¢ Certifi­
cate t hat we have yet seen, t he bottom l ine being so heavily doubled that i ~ l oolcs 
like an extra r ecut line. The shift also shows elsewhere in the stamp . He also has 
a good left s i de shift on t he pr e sent 50¢ a nd is the first t o r eport a shift of any 
1dnd on No. 561, the 9¢-1922. The doubling shows in the lower curve of the medall i or 
in "JE~RSON" and i n t he t op of "CENTS''. This is the "usual but not common" t ype of 
shifts f or t he U , S. stam::,s fr om 1906 t o d[.'l.te. 

Chas. H . He rmann has c omplet ed the abstracting of t he o ld f i l e s of ].;!ekeel{ s f o r 
do.ta on plate va rieties. In many cases his wo r k h[l s put us in t ouch ~ i t h new shift 
hunters v1h ::i mve ld ndl y f urnished t heir do.ta f or 01.1.r reports. Compilations from Mr, 
Hermo.n..11 1 s manuscript wil l be pre:r:c. red :for future reports. 

A CORRECTI ON . The 5¢ Lexing t on variety described in SHL 29 is position No . 43, 
(not 36) in the l ower left pane of plnte 16807. Correcti on furnished by r.rax Johl, 
who is a 20th cen tury specialist. 

P. :M . Elsden a l s o"springs a new one." A nice shift in the 2¢ pink, of 1894. Thie 
might be expected as t he same plates were used f or different shades but it is the 
first one t o be repo rted. 

Homer W. Davis ha s a block of the 3¢ Offset stamps of 1918 with five stamps show­
ing what would be called a shift in a single engraved stamp. The vertical lines in 
the button, in the ribbons and in the leg,ves of the wreath at either side of the 
medallion, are all nic e l y and clea rly double . This is a double print. 

H. M. ,; ·ones adds ti.J the a.a.ta on foe 16¢ .Air .Mail of 1923 with a doubling of both 
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inner frame lines at the LEFT, Similar shifts at the right are lrnown and have been 
p reviously reported, Als o , out of a thousand 2¢-Blue, Liberty, Fifth Issue Revenues 
he has found 36 shifts, most of them small, some large, with almost ever:,,, portion 
of t he frame doubled on some one stamp. This is a veriJ interesting display and in­
dicates what ne'," data. can be f ound on an o ld stamp by careful study. 

A. E. Owen .sends us a c omplimentary blocli:: from the l o er l eft c orner of plate 
20690 wi th plate nur1be r attached, showing a series of pla te scratches i n the l ower 
marg in, extending out past the plate number. This is the new 1¢-Washington and 
was f ound on 50 sheets at the Post Office, 

L. n. Ryer used a g lass of high pov1er t o find a small s e t of extra lines in the 
l ower par t of t he l e t t ers ''DOL'' of "DOLLAR" on the $4. 00 Columbian. Ho st of the 
Col l;mb i an shifts are small and this one should n ot be ove rl ooked. 

Check t '.10 Br oKen Ra li ef on the 1¢ -1917 (SHL 28). Chas. H. Hermann finds this 
re li 8f ~,ith t he br eo.k :as used t o r ock -in many positions in the l ov er left pane of 
p la te 10 129 . Record this on your p late nu.rnbe r c hec1i:: sheets a.nd l ook ov er y our 
pl ate num·ber b l ocks f o r t he b realc, Hermann also notes t hat the shift on the l2¢ 
19 14 i llus tra ted. i n SHL 29 also sho~ .. •s i n t he upper left c orne r of the stamp . Fut 
t h is in in reel i nk on y ou r copy of SHL 29, He also finds a left side s hift on t he 
1¢ -1916, Scot t 's No . 481, i n the stamp jus t below a left plate number 9481. Plate 
numb er b l ock c ol l ec t ors may a gain l ook f or a sleepe r in t heir c ol l ection. 

Plate i;o . 8949 . 1¢-1916. Two small but quite heaYy scratches in the l ower mar­
g in of a stamp with the p late number attached at the t op . 3epo rted by W.S, Robis or. 

Meke e l' s f r 12/ 2.s / 17 repo rted a trip l e and two double transfers as positions 
26 , 27 and 28 i n t he uppe r right pane of p late number 8131 of the 3¢-Imperf. of the 
t hen cur ren t serie s. Can anyone l ocate t hese varieties? (From the abstracts of 
Ch~s. H. Hermann .) 

58-UL-7951. 2¢ - 19 16 or earlier? 3xtra line outside left frame and double in 
2-CS:ti;TS-2. Reported in Uekeel's, June 30 , 1917. 

57-UL-7494 . 2¢-1916. J . W, Bra dbury disc overed this position as t he only sh if t 
i n the pa ne , Doubling of l eft frame and in every letter in U. S, POSTAGS, Reportea 
i n r.1e .rnel ' s, Sept. 2, 1916, 

- NOTICE -

.A ll Si1ift Hunters a nd .9.I.A. members who are interested in Plate Varieties 
s i1o-u. l d wr i te t o t he Snles :Mo.n::,ger, Thos, H, Hawk , 210 6 Freemansburg Avenue, Easton, 
P2. ., o.nd re ·is t e r t ne ir na mes t o receive the new Shift Circuits. 

Mr, Haw1i:: will .o. lso pr ovide s pec i a.l books f o r entering shifts or plate varieties 
i n the se circui ts a t 6 f or 25¢ or 25 f o r $1. 00 , All Shift Hunters or B.I.A. mem­
be rs [~re re quested t o s end f o r these books and t o en ter t heir duplicates at once, 

C. W. BEDFORD, 
319 VANHJAN ST., 

AKRON, OHIO, 



-

~ 

BUREAU ISSUES ASSOCIA'.i:ION. PLA'l'E VARIETIES COMMITTEE. 

Supplement to S~-IIFT HUN'i'ER U TTEi{ ll"o. 46 

by 

the Sub-Committee on varieties of Commemoratives o.nd new issues. 

chairman: Max G. Johl, 20-w 37th Street, New York. 

Maj or PLATE CRACK runnin0 through the tw 
No. 20823 on the Lake Placi 

Upper left pane. 

48 49 50 

58 59 60 

J 

upper pains of 
stamp/4 / 

Plate 

/'?center line between 
the two panes. 

Upper right pane. 

41 42 

i Jil .. l.4 ~~ . I --
51 52 

In this the first report of the sub-co~n- ttee on Com.~ernoratives 
and new issues, we present one of the mot outstanding varieties 
that has appeared on new issues in recen years. 

Max. G. Johl. 

Report nevi plate vurioties as follows: 

Offset Issue of 1 918 to Do n F. Lybarg r, ,12 2 En~ineers Bldg ., 

1 
Clavola:1d , Oh io. 

comme:noratives and New Issues to Ma.x . Johl, 20 \1 37th Street, 
. New Yorl<:, l~. Y. 

All other is sues to C. W.Bedford, 319 anirnan St.,.Jcron, Ohio. 

Please include RETURN POST.tGE in all letters as YOUR SH.lRE of thu 
expense of carrying on tho work of this committee. 

i • I 
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