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Special. Report by 

Lee M. Ryer of Seattle , wash. 

on PLATE 13306 of the 

lt-1916,Imp. and the l~-1917. 

on this plat e tl:JeI.'e are sixteen Double '.i.'rs.nsfers, 
seve n i n t he upper lei't pan\:l and three each in 
t he othe r tnrt:c panes, tne b<lst of' which are her .. 
ilhistri..ted. All of these varie-r;ies are true 
Double Transfers from Fresh Entries. ·J.'hey are not 
Shifted •rransfers and are t 11eref'ore worthy of 
considerable attention as they indicate that a 

large portion if not all of the plate was . 
reworked after resur.facin-'• Position 44-LL 
10.:>06 shows a Defective 'l'ransi'er 01· t he top 
frame line which indicates tua tuis positio 
is also a Fresh Entry which dicl not r oll-in 
properly due to an uneven plate suri'a.ce 
a1·ter removal of the first ent.cy. Ma.ny 
of the other positions may a.lso be Fresh 

Entries but so perfect 
that neither a Douole 
Tra.nsfer nor a ])efe c ti V€ 
'l'ransfer are visible. 

'ile must not overlook the 

34-LL-13306 

Commemoratives 
and New Issues 

MAX 6. JOI-IL 
20 W. 37th Stree t: 
New York, N. Y. 

O ffsel Issues 
DON F. LYBARGER 
4 22' Engineer's Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

All Other Issues 
C. W. BEDFORD 

possibility thut position 44-LL may be a partially tapped-out position 
which happened when position 34-LL was freshly e ntered. It is probable 

that, in t his case, this is the cause fo r· t he defective upper frame line 

The Double 'I·ransfered positions in the Upper Left Pane are: 14, 19, 25 , 
27, 37, 41 and 55; for the Upper Right ·pane: 15, 26 and 54; for the 
Lower Left Pane: 13, 34 and G4 and for t he Lower Right Pane: 9 , 14 
and 18, 

Note the circular defect at the- upper right corner of pos ition 26- UR. It 
has been reported that in order to facilitate "tapping-up from the back 11 of a plate 

a series of holes are drilled into the back of the plate and that by drilling too 

---

deeply, the hole may reach the desi-'n side so that it mus t be 11 pll.lliged 11 and 
the face of the Pll.lli 11 recut·•• to match the design. Yie do not know that t his 
is the explaination for this circular defect in 26-UR but will make 
inquiry thru the Bureau of Engravin~ and Printing for more data on this 
plate. 

Pla-r;e Number s~rip or block collectors may find 41-UL-
in their collections. If t hey find the left i mprint with­
out the double transfer tney may be certain that t heir 
bl ocK is from the lower left pune. Its a 50-50 chance. 
As most of these plate varieties are from t he inte r ior of 
'Ghe panes, it is quite p1·obable t hat t hey are quite rare 
in unused blocks. A number of singles, used, bave been 
1·ound showing t hese and sim.ilar doubles . 

19 -UL-13306 
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H. M. Jones has found one small and one fairly good Double 
field of 1882, No . 205. :Soth of these show doubling in the 11beads11 or "pearls" arounc. 
the vignette and the better one also shows around the 11 s t ar" , in "FIVE" and slightly 
in the numeral. As we do not have a mat plate for this stamp we cannot easily illus­
trate it. 

Also for record, Ur. Jones sends a nice Shifted Transfer on the 5¢-coil, No. 496, 
and a rather extensive but sm.~11 Double ?ransfer on the 8¢-1890. He also hr.i.s a copy 
of the $1.00 First issue Revenue, perfor ated , with an extra line recut at. the right 
side from the top to the bottom ~f the stnMp. 

U. S. REVENUES. Those ~ho subscribe to the illustrated reports of this connittee 
ra.ceived Yd th the llay SHIFT HUNTER !ETTER a reprint of an article 

by the Shift Hunters tho.t recently appeared in the Revenue Unit column of the "Amer­
ican Philo.telist". This wo.s in regard to one pl ate of the 1¢-Express that sho,,,s 
remnant s of a 2¢-E:igiress relief he r e ~nd there over the plate . 

T,7entieth Century Revenues are r eported as to Plate Varieties i n the Shift Hunter 
Letters as being of interest t o Bureau Issue collectors but early r evenue varieties 
are usually reported through the A.P . S . Revenue Unit. We make this statement in 
answer t o sGvera l inquiries. 

A NEW DISCOVERY. E. P. Nickinson asks t lla t you r efer t o SHL 34 in regard to the 10¢ 
Special Delivery , r:o . 1895 of 1902. He has three copies of this 

Brok9i,l !{elief , one showing the start of the break, one shov.ring the break ,,,e ll devel- . 
ope ( a il lustrated ) ana one showing the brea:: after the bit of metal was fully 
broken off and lost . These are quite similar in character to t he breaks, before and 
after , on the 5¢-Walloon. This adds a bit of color and .interest t o this S.D. stamp. 

Thanks to Mr. Fickinson fo r a complimentary cover wi th a Booklet pair of the 1¢ 
1902, with both stamps "rolled-in'' V' i th the 11 t\'10 dot '' broken relief and one stamp 
shov:>ing a. small "Shi ft ed Transfer". 

1¢-U~1ARIN3, NO. 214. Those early Shift Hunters that were f ortunate enough t o 
obtain copies of the First Year SHIFT HtJ!iTER LETTERS Tiill 

find i n SHL 11 the description of Perry Robb's fine Double Transfer on this stamp, 
the on l y copy of the only variety known on this stamp. Now comes P. I:I . Elsden with 
a second vari ety , not so large but a rare Double Transfer and ,,·o rthy of illustration , 
The SHL t r easur y will not permit tho rook i ng of a plate t o do thi s. '.(he doub ling 
shoFs cl early in and be l ov; "STATES", in t he t op of the f rame and a bit in t he beads 
a t e ithe r side . As t;o rarity all I can say is "just try and find one"Z 

Fr om :Sd.."7. T. Fe r ry we r eceived sevGr a l varie ti es t ha t are of interest but to o 
small to be illus tra t ed. So far we have had no defi nite varieti es on the Pan-Amer­
ican issue . Ferry has f ound a definite Shifted Transfer on t he 1¢ , shov1ing as D. 

doubl i ng of t h e vertical shading lines i n t h e shield around t he l ef t numera l. The 
second i s a small shi ft of D. T.(? ) on t he 2¢ -Hudson-Fulton , showing double r ope s c~d 
masts on the sh i ps. This to.kes a good g l ass t o see. He also f inds a nev,· Double 
'i'ransfer which will bG illustrated later . The third is a Double '.:1ransfer on tr,e 8¢ -
189~~ showing a t t he l eft of the vignet t e , small in exten t but strong as f ar as i t 
gee s . A Shifted '.:1ransf er at t he l ower l eft corner of the 12¢ , se r :;.e s of 1922 , com­
ple t es t ~e li s t . T:-.e Huds on-Fulton data was f ound by Ferr:r i n the collection of his 
f r i end , Ge or ge W. Bye. 

c . W. Bedford , 319 Van iman st. , L,r::ron , Ohi o. 
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PL.A.TB VARIETIES COMUITTEE 

Sub-Committee on Commemoratives and New Issues 

MAX G. JOHL, CHAIB1IAN, 20 W, 37th ST. • NEW YORK N. Y • 

This sub-committee was org~nized in the hope ef enabling the Plate Varieties Com­
mittee to report items of interest as soon ns possible after the appearence of a new 
ste:.rnp. To do this properly it is essential that every collector of plate varieties 
Ill3.ke an effort to check the panes on sal~ in hi s post office. The use of the rotary 
press for cotmnemoratives makes this of added i~porte.nce as some of the pnnes may 
never be seen in certain sections of the country. (At the time of writing, Arbor 
Dn.y plntes 20876-877 have not reached New York). 

Dr. Ge~rhart of Erie, Pa., and H. il. Jones of Huntington, w. va., have once again 
led the field in reporting varieties on the new stamps. Such cooperation, I am sure . 
will be greatly appreciated by members of the B.I.A, as well as the Chairman. ~nerG 
are in addition several new correspondents who have helped supply the material for 
this report. 

'!WO CENT AERONAUTIC CONFERENCE - Report ed by Dr. J. Gerald Gilchrist 
19 679-LL-45 has a dot in the "T" •f C~NTS 
19681 ( probably LL) A spot of color below the ''A" of INTERNATIONAL similar to 

the Blue Hoon variety of the 5¢ bicolored Air Mail. Seems to be an uneven spot on 
the plate. 

5¢ AERONAUTIC CONBffiNCE - Reported by George W. Stege 
19661- LR-46 has a vertical scratch running at a 30~ angle from capitol to pln:n, 

Verified by a copy in the collection of Irving B. Levi. 

YORKTOWN. 20473 Left. George w. Stege reported a black jagged line starting at 
the top of tho sh0et and extending do'tVIl to stamp number 3. Mr. Stege has several 
copies of t his block , some of which show this variety as darker and wider th.an on 
others. It looks as if it might be a smear. Ho~ver, upon close examination of sev 
eral copies it is found to consist of numerous small scratches running more or less 
parallel . 

EDISON (FLAT). 19776-trn-ll. W.R. M' Coy called attention to a small irregular 
circle above the "S" of LIGHTS . This was seen on only one copy and we v10uld like t o 
know whether it has been found on others. 

WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL. 4¢. 20568- LR-89. W.W. Hopkinson, through H. !1 . Jones 
cnlled attention to an apparent recutting of this stamp, which is the upper l eft in 
the pl~to block of four, sho~ing the defective bottom frame line. This shows quite 
clearly in the lines on the full length of the nose, eyebrow on the left side of the 
stn.mp and eyelid shading on the other eye, as well as the locks of hair at the right 
of the head. A check-up of various blocks shows this to be a constant variety on 
some while other blGcks explained why it was RECUT (the face is unlike ony of the 
others, and furthermore, no fresh transfers can be made on a curved pla.te). On th~se 
other blocks the face is the same on all four copies except that on this stamp (f S9 ) 
there is a large dot on the bridge of the nose as well as several small ones. '.):'L:3c::e 
have disc1ppen.red on the recut copy. Dr. Gea.rh..'lrt has also reported the exis"':01ic& of 
this stamp with ::mo. without recutting. The earlier variety seems to be scarcer as 
most copios seen hc..Yc been rocut. 
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20568 and 57 LR. Dr. Gilchrest called attention to two small triangles of color 
in the shading to the right of the stock near the vignette frame line. He found this 
on numerous sheets. This. however, ~r be duo to an ink film on the plate, as other 
c opi0 s seen show this very faintly. We would like to know if this stamp has boon 
seen without these marks. 

7¢. 20563-UL. We have previousl;,r r epo rted the scratch on stamp #2 of this pane. 
Dr. C. C. Tucker submitt ed a vertical block of six showing this scratch as well as a 
spot of co lor in the left stamp of #21 (LL stamp on the block). However, it took 
!-.!il ton Dnsgray to discover and report the best variety on this block. There is a 
marked sidev1ise double transfer on stamp #1 (next to the plate mrmbcr). This shows 
up mo st clearly in the ri ght hroJ.d year date, tho "0" of WASHINGTON and "TS" of CENTS, 

½¢. 20650-UR. Mr . !3ovorly s. King informed us that ho has received word from 
Washington that tho broken circle on this pane has boon rocut. 

2¢. 20577-LR-98. Dots around tho "A" in WASHINGTON previously reported in an 
earlier report may now be listed as constant. 1.~r. C. L. He sser and Dr. Chas. D. Reid 
hav e r eportod finding this in about 50 sheets at various postoffices in upper New 
Yor1<: Stat e . 

2¢. 20'l?72-UR-8. "Shows a triangle of color mounted on the top of the upright of 
the "E" of STATES. The base cuts off the top of the upright slightly below the line 
of the top of t he "3" horizontally. 'l.'he right side of the triangle is a continuatior 
of the under side of the serif of the top of the "E", and extending into the color­
less frame line at the top of the label . The loft side of the triangle extends t o 
tho edge of the right arm of the second "T''. Thero is a smal 1 white spot at the up­
per right corner of the "T" • .Apparently a plate damage. Shovrm by Mr. A. Hermann." 

H.M.S. V.15.32 
ARBOR DAY. 208 72-UR-38 . H. H. Jones reported a large dot in the ''W" of WO whicl 

was found consto.nt on ten panes. 

20872-UL-4. E. P. Nickirtson called attention to a dot just outside the urper lef i 
corner of the stamp. 

20873-UL-ll. There is a slight horizontal scratch above the girl's head. This i, 
the lower left stamp in p l a te number block of four re,orted by E. P, Nickinson, Irv­
ing B. Levi 2.nd I::'i ss 3lena Wheeler. 

20873-UR-82. "A bird in the sk"J above the house is thEl description given to a 
small spot of c o l or on this stamp by H.!.!. Jones, which he found constn.nt on more t1-~· 
H} copies. 

20873-1.~-48. J. c. Schenk reported a spo t of color in the top of #2 in 1932. 

20876-LR-98. Dr. G0r,,rhart r euorted a. b!'eak in the lower frame line. This vo.r i e s 
in size on different copiv B but W[:,,S foLm.d. on o.11 snee '.; s insp .-, cted. 

20877-LL-75. J .C . S~henk called attention t o a heavy diagonal line l¼ mm l ong 
back of the bo~r' s h eo.d. 

Once again we ur g0 all membe rs to inspect pa:~e s that may bo available a t their 
l ocal pos t officos. Send. ir, your in:fc,rmation so that it may bo r eported pr omptly 
whjle the 3tamps a r e still current. 
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PLATE VARIETIES COMMITTEE 

Sub-Committee on Conmemoratfves and New Issues 

MAX G. JOHL, CHAIR11AN, 20 W. 37th ST•, NEW YORK, N.Y. 

In the June report mention was made of the variety on the Edison flat plate 19776-
UR-ll with the request that the ''circle above the ' S' of LIGHTS" be verified as to itf 
being constant. Josef Radetzky has reported finding this variety on his copy. 

YORKTOWN. H. U. Jones reported the following varieties, second layout: 

Red plate 20648 Right. #2, red dot on top of 'T' of YORKTOWN, possibly 
ink only. #34, a small but sharp and clear diagonal mark 5 mm. long ond running NE­
SW in tho oval above the head of DeGrasse. 

The left diagonals of both T rud Barrows on the line running vertically 
bet.veen the 2nd and 3rd rows of stamps are each made up of several fine lines, giving 
a ragged appearance to these left parts of the arrows. 

Black pL?.te 20661 Right. ##= 14, 15, 19, 20, a very faint scratch of some, 
what irregular outline between 14- 15 and 19-20. Starts 14mm. above B border of #15 
and runs dO'l,m t o 1. 5mm. below T border of 4f20. 

#2. A faint black dot in •A• of STATES 
#31. A very prominent blac:r spot in tho R tai 1 of "WASHINGTON" label. 

#8. A f~int spot above Rochambeau's eye. 
#20. A faint spot above Washington's left eye. 
#28. ~ faint portion of layout line, 1.5mm. long, running vertically up­

wards from 'T' of STATES. 

(The f~int black spots and dots are of doubtful constro1cy and a.re very 
insignificant. #31 is good, providing it is constant.) 

WASHINGTON BIC~NTENNIAL. 20563-UL-53. Justin Bachrach reported a dot in the 'N' of 
C~NTS. This wo.s f ound on numerous copies. 

LOS ANGELES OLYMPICS. The laurel wreath for first to report this month goes to Dr. 
Charles D. Reid, Within five days after their appearance Dr. 

Reid reported two plate vari eties on the 3¢ stamp of this- set. 

20864-LR-95. A vertical scratch in 1932. This is fairly 
heavy on some of the copies. 

20864-LR-100. A scratch across the sprinter's right hand, 
running into the colorless margin around the left throe. Both were found on numer­
ous copie s . 

5¢. 20868-UR-10, George w. Stege reportod a horizontal 
scratch through th e numeral '5'. There is a scratch starting in the border between 
stamp J9 and #10, about 3mm. from the top, extending thro'ti!gh the stamp, cutting t ho 
'I' of OLY!.1PIAD an.d continuing on through (as a very light line ) tho upper part of 
tho globe . 

Report all variotios found on now issues direct to this sub-committee. 
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PLATE VARIE1rIBS com.IITTEE REPORT FOR JULY, 19Z 

NOTICE. With this report we close the third year of the SHIFT HUNTER activities. The: 
will be no report for August and our FdtJRTH year will open with the issue of 

the BUREAU SPECIALIS1 in September. 

SHIFT HtJNTER LETTER NO. 51 was 'to be and will be the first report of the FOURTH YEAR. 
It will be a HALF TONE PRINT made from retouched photos placed on a black background 
and will excell in beauty and clearness our previous attempts at HALF TONE REPORTS . 
With the July report you will therefore receive SHIFT HUNTER !ETTER NO. 52. SHL 51 
will be held for tho Setember opening. 

- YOUR SUPPORT FOR TH3 4th SHIFT HUNTER yi;'...,Ji.R IS EARNESTLY REQUESTED -

SEND IN YOUR $2. 00 FOR THE NEXT SEASON AT ONC~ 

The SHIFT HUNTER LETTERS bring to you more PLATE VARIETY DATA than is to be found in 
all the current philatelic publications of the world combined. IN THE NEXT FIVE YEAR: 
the SHIFT HUNTERS plan to publish illustrations of all the MAJOR PLATE VARIETIES on 
all the stamps of the United States, exclusing those thn.t hav e been or will be illus­
trated in special publications such as Dr. Chase 's book on the 3¢-1851 stumps. YOU 
WILL WISH TO HAVE YOUR FIIES COMPLETE. 

TEE V'ALUE OF MISSIONARY WORK . Ove r twenty names ~ve been added to our group of 
Shift Hunters through the missionn.r~r work of the older 

Shift Hunters during the last year. There nre rnn.ny collectors who enjoy pl~te varie­
ties but have never heD.rd of your monthly r eports. 

****** 

No. 272. 8¢-brown, 1895. w. S. Robison finds a D.T. showing in both the upper and 
lower labels. Unlisted. 

No. 114. 3¢-1869. The usual Double in this stamp is f ound either in the t op or bot­
tom of POSTAGE und above or below the pn.nel which contn.ins the v1ord POSTAGE. w. s. 
Robison hr..s the first copy that .ALSO shm~s in THREE( 3 }CENTS of the lower label. 

No. 224. 6¢-1890. w. s. Robison finds the first Shifted Transfer in this stamp. rt 
is the usual type, showing be low the medallion, in CENTS and slightly in the lowor 
ma r gin. 

4¢ and 10¢ MASS. State Stock Transfer Revenues. E.T. Ferry finds copies neatly cov­
ered ~ith surface PLATE CRACKS, neatly spaced and very clear. These are the best ex­
amples of surface cracks that I have seen. 

10¢-Duc. No. 2271. E.T. Ferry finds a n~ce downward Double Transfer at top. The 
t op frame and upper arch are doubled downward. 

NOTES: The New England Stamp Co •• are publishing serially an article entitled 
"Printing Processes and Errors" that will interest the Shift Hunters***The 

Washington Stamp Bulletin has recen tly publi$hed nn interesting article on the 1932, 
½¢-Broken Circle***Scott's Monthly has just published a description of t h9 Defectiv0 
?r::msf or 12nd Recut :Position on the 4¢ Wash1ng t on Bicentennial ***ALL THE .& 1'AMP JOUP~'frL 
aR~ EAGER TO .DESCRIBE NEW PLA~ VARIETIES. c.w. Bedford~ 3.19 Vnnin:;nn st. , P..krc:1 .. J ,. 
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