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Surcharged 
11 PHILLIPINES'1 

A new Double Transfe ' 
which will probably 
be found on the un
urcharged stamp. 

H. M.Jones. 

The 2i-1 926, pe r f. 
11 x 10½ as shown 
at t he left, has 
extra lines in the 
right margin, E.P, 

· Nickinson has found 
four copies of t h is 
variety. ~e have no 
idea as to the origi 
of these lines. 
They are certainly 
on the plate, Why? 

Refer to the Research Prob-\ 
lem in SHL 48. Max G.Johl • 
finds that the variety is 
only an ink or print var
iety and not on the plate, 
Here is another problem from 
you figure out the origin of 
1922 coil, pert. 10 vertical? 

Here is another re
search problem. Its 
that little triang
ular gash that 
keeps 11popping up 11 

on different stamps 

ckinson. Can 
lines on the 2 

~ 
Check SHL 46 for L--------=------~ 
the 2t-Triangle III 
and SHL 47 for the 30t present issue . This one on , 
Triangle I is from E.P.Nickinson . No two of these 
are exactly alike but there seems to be a connnon 
cause. can anyone figure out the reason? 

ble Transfer 
tne 2.t'-1-Iardin 

erf,11 . 

ny Shirted Trans 
rs h ave been 
Wld. This is 
irst Double 

Le e M. Ryer has t he lower 1•ig 
portion of the Lower Right 
pane of Star plate No. 5479 
of t h e l,c-1910, S,L.Wmk, 

Transfer 

,ie h ave just examined this 
large block · of 35 with it's 

right and lower im
prints and plate nUJ11b 
and check his notat
ions as follows: The "usual" Shifted Transfers show in positions 40 50 60 69 
70, 89 and 98, Small Double Transfers show in positions 48 68 76 '78 '79 ;nd 99 
•rhe best of the Double •rransfers is No .78 and is illustrated in' the '1ow~r left · 
corner of this report. Mr -Ryer also locates Shifted Transfers in two positions 
on Plate No, 5651 of the li-1908, Imperf. They are UL-9 and UR-1. 

A small break i n the relief at the top of the "0 11 of I 
'POSTAGE" in the l,!-1908-1910 h•s been found by Ryer ~ , 

\ft~ us illustrated at the right. This break seems to appea A ~ _-
1 {j first on plate :1i'o. 4972 and is also found on later ~ ~ 
. plates. Perforated, imperforated and coil stamps , 

show the break. As this break is or was in one of the reliefs it is possible to 
\ ,l, study the use of different reliefs on the plates of this one cent stamp, Pairs 

.\ will probably be f'OWld with only one stamp showing the break so that the other 
' ~( ~~-- stamp is definitely from ano ther relief. A vc,rtical st r i p 

,"ni \\ ,~~J 1/ , o.f three, with a no r wal relief betwet:Jn two breaks will be · (CI] LJ an i n teres ting sequence of relie f cha nges. Plate bloci-.. O c ollectors ma y find t h is little break an interes t i ng 
s tudy . Please report your observations . 



PLATE VARIETIES 
COMMITTEE 

C. W. BEDFORD, C ha irma n 
319 Van ima n, Akron, O hi o 

J an. 1933 

VARIETIES IN 
PLATE NUMBERS 

A new feature is bei ng added to the game of 
Pla t e Nu>11 her co llect ing t hat ad Is spice to 
t he fun . Varieties in Pla te N um bers . O n ma ny 
of the ea rl y Burea u plates nearl y a ll of the 
eight p la te num bers on a p late arc disti nct ly 
different, for exa mpl e: 
A. Th e different digits in each num ber seem 
to have been added to t he p :ate one a t a time. 
In makin g t he two top p la t e num bers there 
a re ma ny cases where t he digits in the U L 
num ber were not spaced exactl y t he same as 
in the UR posit ion . There are th erefore, two 
top pla t e num bers that ca n be d ifTerentia ted 
from each othe r as "d ifferent" hut it is im 
possib le to say which was le ft a nd which was 
right . This is a lso t rue for th e two ri i:, h t pla te 
numbers, the two left and th e two lower nurn 
hers. If you have duplicate numbers from t he 
same edge of th e plate , compa re them ca re
full y a nd you will often eas il y pick out two 
distinct varie lies. 
ll . Two num bers from the same edge of the 
plate may be spaced , re lat ively to the ad 
jacent stamp or to t he im prin t, so d ifferentl y 
as to clea rl y show t ha t they are different pos i
t ions on the p 'ate. Sometimes t his spacing is 
so nearl y t he same as to requ ire a mill im eter 
guage to te ll the m a part a nJ oft. e n lhc di ffer
ence can he see with t he naked eve. 
C. Oots a nd li tt le lines, used ·for the plate 
layouts or as roll ing-in guides are often fou nd 
in a,icl around t he pla te numbers a nd onl y by 
t he merest accident will these be the same for 
a ny two num bers on t he sa me edge of t he 
pla te . 
D. Sometimes the d igits in t he num bers a re 
twisted, stamped in too lig ht ly or a rc onl y 
partly com plete . Jn such cases t·he two num 
bers for the same edge of the pla t e a re easil y 
to ld a pa rt . 
E. The most in terest ing diffe re nce yet oh
served is the acc idcn ta I DOUB L I NG OF 
ONE O F MORE O f ~fTS , in pa rt o r as ~ 
whole. These DOUBLE Pl.AT E NUM 13E l S 
are now receivin g consirlcrahlc attention a cl 
it might be one o f t he fun t ions o f the Pl, te 
Variet ies Commi ttee to tabu late a list 0 1 
t hem so tha t their comparative rarity may he 
determined. Herc il re t he r, rst re ports. In t he 
past we may have ret urned such item s wi t h
o ut comment. If so we \\'i ll he glad to see 
them aga in a nd to report t hem , as t hey a re 
received , without attempting to place t hem 
in order. 

7302-B 
7228-13 
.1 t - R 
60- 13 
150-T 
152-T 
t58-T 

• SJ00- 13 

Do uble 7. G 11 "- t.:1ve F. 
Double 28. Fa bi a n. 
Donhlc J. C . \\° . 
Do uht o 0. C. W. 
D oubl e 0 . C. W. 
Double 52 . C. W. 
Double 8. C. \\ .. 
Doub le Star. C. \\". 

Fabian . 

F. There a re a num ber of imprints t hat arc 
defecti ve , doubl e transferred or ol herwi sc in -

di vidua ll y character istic. These often a id in 
t he d iffere ntiat ion of two plate n 1111hers from 
the sa me edge o f t he pla te . P late Cracks a re 
known to show at t he imprin ts a nd p late 
num bers . These sho uld be a lso li sted. 

COLUMBIAN PI.ATE NUMBERS 
R. R . DI CK~ON 

1 just " kaint" keep 111 y ha nds off cf; I le 
n umbers even if t hey a re ear lier t ha n th e 
Burea u Iss ues. The Columb ia n Iss ues o f"cr a 
number of in teresting plate va r ieties in r·r111 • 
nect ion wit h l he im prin ts a nd p late 11 1.111'. !crs 
t ha t a re worth recor d ing . 

Th ere a re t 11·0 imprin ts an d lwo plate n11 rn 
hers a t lhe top a nd a l lhc I ,o t.lo111 of each 
Col umbian plate. The uppe r two 11um! crs ar d 
t he lower two numbci-s a re eas ily 1o ·c1 ap:,r t 
as fol l0\1·s: Th e plate number is to the I !Cl 'T 
of t he in1pr i11t fo r t he LEf-T plate num Lcr ~t 
both top and bottom of t he pl a te. The pla te 
num ber i. to t' 1e L l~FT of t he inq; ri nt for t i e 
R IG! IT p.ate num ber at both top a nd J;oL
t om. (This is not l r ue of burea u iss11es 11·hcre 

. the number seems to a lways be at the ri6ht 
side of t he imprint .) A compl ete sh0\1·ing of 
Columbia n plate num bers will t herefore show 
four posit ions for each plate. 

p lo plate No. 131 on the Colu rnbian s the 
pla te 11 umbers a re above t he upper left corner 
o f st nmp No. 5 and aho,·c l hc upper r ight 
corner o f sta mp No. 6 in t he top row. S imi 
la rl y located we find a plate num ber below the 
low r le ft corner of stamp No. 45 and below 
t he lower ri~ht corner of stamp No. 46 in t he 
lower row. f\ ny single sta mp with t he number 
is therefore defi11il cly pla ted as to its pl ate 
positio n by t he locat ion of the number. 

Beg inn ing wit h pla te f\io. 13 1, for t he 8c
Colu111hia n and on ma ny but not a ll s ubse
que nt plates, t here was ,; change in t he posi
l ions o f t he p late numbers l.J1 1t not of the 
imprints . In lhis cha nge t he "No. 131 " , for 
exa m ple, was moved nenrer to t he im prints so 
t ha t "No." now appea rs over c ne stamp with 
" 13 1" over a nother wit h t h ~ perforations 
between . S ingle stamps 11·ith ' ' No." o r" 13 1 "in 
the ma rg ins mny now be plated as follows:-

" NO" Over
1 
one stamp 

anrl " 131" over a nother 
Im prin t at UL ,vith "No." h 

UR .... .. _..... . . _,_ Pos it ion 4. T op R,,w 
··13 J" a l lJL onl y. 1 Posil ion 5.TopRow 
"No.'' a t U R only.... . . . . . . Posili on 6, T op Row 
"1 3 1"atULand l nip rintnt U R, Posit ion 7. T op Row 
Irn prin t at LL an d ' ' No." a l 

L R ... . . ... . .. . . . Posili r n 44. Lower Rnw 
"13 1" a t LL on ly. . . . i .. Po~ition 45, L owe r R ow 
"No." a t LR o nly . . .... .. .. P .:Js itio n 46. Lowe r R ow 
" 13 1" at LL a nd im print at 

LR ... .. . ... . _ ....... .. . Pos iti o n 47. Lowe r Row 
(Notr : - ·· 13 1" as w,cd al.>bvc re presen ts a ny pla lc 
1111111\ er.) I . 

T he im prin ts a1 e ::t lw, ys cen tered o,·er posi
tions 3-4 or 7-8 111 th top row a nd under 
pos itions 43-44 or 47-4~ in the bo ttom row. 

There a rc a few p lat!c 11urn ber , ·a r ieti cs in 
my co llect io n t hat a re here li sted for record. 
:\ s others ::t r c found, M . Bedford will be glad 
to list t he m in t his col u n n. 

Upper right No. 54. Pa rtia l entry of sc m : 
number or letter to t he left of t he pla t e 111111t
hcr . 

I .ower left No. 194. Perha ps it is a " ki ss" 

a nd t herefore just a prin t ing variety but t he 
imprint a nd num ber a re partl y reproduced a 
bit up a nd cons iderably to the right of the 
no rma l position . If so ne one can find a dupli 
ca te t his will he t n enormous double pla te 
va riety. It is prohably on ly a printing va riety. 

U pper right No. 197. A plate scratch or 
perhaps crack runs clown from the upper 
margin between the 1 a nd the 9. 

Lower right No. 28 . N ice double of "No. 
2

,,, ,, . 
Cppcr right No. 164. Double "No." 
'.\1y plate num ber str ip Ar four fro m t he 

uppe r right sect ion of plate N ,. 183 of t he 2c
C'o: 11 111b ia ns, shows one of t he rare Double 
Tra nsfers in "l'ostnge Two Cents" in a ll four 
~ta mps. Th ese a re to be illustrated in the 
" S hi ft I l un te r Lette rs" at a la t zr el ate. 

COMMITTEE NOTES 
In th e ll ece mbe r 17th nu mbe r of 

"ST AMPS" you will find a wonderful de
scr ipt io :1 of t !1e Washington Bicentennia l 
!'late Variet ies by Max G. J oh!, which a re 
fi ne'y illustrated by C eo ge R. M. Ewing . 
Ba ck COJ ies a re a va ilable from the edito r for 
10c. AclJress H. L. Li ndquist, 100 6th Ave., 
Nell' York. 

l{e111e1~1ber t ha t a ll items on Commemora
ti ves a nd New Issues are to he reported to 
t his committee th ro ugh Max C. J oh!, 20 W. 
37th St., New York. A ll oth er issues to C. W. 
Bedford, 3 19 Va nima n St ., Akron , Oh io . 

The oer vice that th is comm ittee ren ders is 
free to a ll , whether members of the B. I. A. 
or not. We fee l tl at this service will exite 
more in terest a nd b rin g in ma ny ne w members 
as it has clon e in the past. \ ,\/hen in doubt, 
send in t he stamp in q ues tion. We will t ell you 
a ll we ca n a bout it 2nd if it is a new va riety 
we will repor t it as yo ur contrib ut ion. If it is 
fine eno ugh to wa.-ran t a n illustrat ion it will 
appea r in th e "Sb ift I I un ter Letters" which 
go o:1t ench month. to t hose who sha re in the 
cost of these reoorts. For this service there is 
no charge excei)t t ha t " ·e ask you to sup ply 
th e return postage a nd regist rat ion if neces
sa ry as your sha re of t he committee expense. 
lf vo 11 wish to in cl ude postnge a nd 5c extra , 
M r. Bedfo rd ll' il l use a n insurance sl ip a nd 
retu rn hy first class post wi t hout registrat ion. 
This wi ll in sure up to $25. 00 in va lue a nd 
sa,·e yo" a h it over the registration fee. A ll 
ite ms II i I he ret urn ee: accord ing to the rc
q ucst of the sende r. 

Aga in we must ask you to be patient if 
you r favor ite va riety does not a ppear at once 
in t he S l· i ' t H 11 n ter illustrnt ions . T he interest 
in pl ate va riet ies is becoming so wide sprea d, 
and so ma ny fin e va rieties are bei ng reported 
t hat we a re· se , ·era l months behind in sendin g 
out the illustrat ions. For f'iecember a nd Jan 
ua ry t he re wil l be tll'0 Shift H unter Letters 
per · mon t h to try to catch up with this 
energe t ic group o f col lectors. 

May " ·e suggest that your philatel ic library 
is not complete wit ho ut our mon t hl y il lus
tra ted reports, in ll'hich there is more plate 
va riety illust ra tion t lnn in a ll other phi :nte'. ic 
journa ls put together. A ll of your ~2.C0 per 
yea r will go into increas in g the va lue of these 
reports . 



A COLLECTION OF COLLECTIONS 

By C. W. BEDFORD 
Chairman, Plate Varieties Committee 

ffi THE idea intrigues me. Not be
• • cause of its novelty, but due to 
the broadness of its scope, its educa
tional value and to the many addi
tional contacts that it will bring to 
the philatelist. 

The nearest thing to a collection of 
collections that I have seen is a large 
educational "Scrap Book" prepared by 
Walter " P op" Poppenger, President 
of the Rubber City Stamp club. It 
was prepared in answer to many in
quiries as to "Why do you collect?'\ 
"Vi7hat do you collect?", "How do you 
collect?" and a thousand other queries 
from the hundreds of curious people 
who visit our annual exhibit ions each 
December. Literally hundreds have 
been referred to this big Scrap Book 
and have been quickly educated re
garding the many paths and lanes of 
philately. "Pop" says it pays to ad
vertise but one must know something 
about how to advertise and he believes 
that an educational advertisement 
leaves a lasting impression. 

This so-called "Pop's Scrap Book" 
holds the attention of veteran phil
atelists as well as that of the unin
itiated. One page is entitled "Some 
People Collect Revenues" and neatly 
mounted revenues with a bit of de
scriptive matter show the Civil War 
Revenues, State Revenues, Wines, etc. 
Almost at a glance one can see the 
wide scope and many phases of rev
enue collecting as a whole. It is fas
cinating. 

Another page says, in large letters 
at the top "COMMEMORATIVE 
ST AMPS ARE ATTRACTIVE." 
There is room on this page for the 
first commemorative issue complete 
(Columbian) and a bit of historical 
data on the George Rogers Clark is
sue as well as on severa l others. A 
precanceled commemorative and one 
with a plate number attached are 
cross referenced to other pages on 
these related methods of collecting. 

Under the heading "SOME LIKE 
SHIPS AND SOME LIKE AN
IMALS" there is displayed R beauti
ful array of attractive stamps of the 
world . Another page calls attention 
to "The King's Hobby," with photos 
of the royal personages, data on their 
collections and stamps bearing their 
portraits . Almost every phase of 
stamp collecting is represented in this 
book and many are the collectors who 
have been stimulated into activity by 
its pages. 

I believe that "Pop's Collection of 
Collections 11 has a message to all col
lectors that is of great merit. This 
message was recently voiced in a lec
ture delivered before the "Tri-State 
Convention" at Indianapolis by Dl'. 
L. L. Steimley of the University of 
Illinois. This message may be couched 
in the following words : 

•·ALL COLLECTORS SHO ULD SPE
CIALIZE BUT ALL SPECIALISTS 
SHOULD COLLECT BROADLY." 

Dr. Steimley believes that a special
ist may easily become narrow and 
really be quite ignorant regarding 
other phases of collecting than his 
own little corner of interest. He warns 
against the PRECANCEL COL
LECTOR for example who so limits 
his attention to the overprints that 
he cannot tell one type from another 
or does not recognize an "August 
shade" or a rare revenue when he sees 
one. On the contrary he warns the 
general collector that he also is nar
row and often ignorant in regard to 
the recuts on the 3c 1851 stamps, the 
postmarks of the pre-stamp and Civil 
War periods or the secret marks of 
the Bank Note issues. 

It is a fact that MOST COLLECT
ORS SPECIALIZE. "Early issues 
only," "20th Century," " Bureau Is
sues only," "Plate Numbers," Air 

Mail" "3c-1851s" "Plate Varieties" 
"Chi~ago Covers:" "Precanceled Re~
enues," "Blocks/' "Mint"- all these 
are special phases of collecting. Why 
do we do this ? There are many rea
sons such as here listed. 

REASONS FOR SPECIALIZATION 
1. Lack of financial ability to col

lect broadly. 
2. Imitation of others. 
3. Desire to lead in some one phil

atelic phase. 
4. Personal interest or aptitude in 

one line. 
5. Specialization for profit. 
6. Accident. (I know of one col

lector who was a general col
lector until he made a big find 
of early covers. Since that time 
he has been a confirmed cover 
collector.) 

Yes, almost every collector is a 
specialist and this is a desirable con
dition . There are, however, far too 
many of us who "turn up our noses" 
at the collections of others and in so 
doing we "shut ollt more information 
than we keep in." It is said that a 
manufacturer of white collars may 
visit a blacksmith shop and learn 
something that will aid him in the 
manufacture of his starched collars. 
Even so, may the collector of covers 
discover in a precancel collection data 
regarding the famous "Glen Allen 
Precancel" and then find it among 
his discarded covers. In a collection 
of early mint U. S. there was recent
ly found an enormous double transfer 
on the Sc-Taylor, previously unknown 
and far exceeding in beauty any of 
the better known varieties. 

Many a t ime I have observed an 
exhibition of a collection at a club 
meeting where only a very few of 
the members would pay any attention 
to the exhibit. These few were own
ers of similar collections. The others 
felt that they were not interested in 
the exhibit because "they did not col
lect that way," and yet the ones who 
were inattentive to the lecture were 
actually the ones who would have 
profited the most by it. The lectures 
in one case expounded in the rarity 
of certain paper and perforation var
ieties in a certain issue. Immediately 
after the lecture two attentive lis
teners at once picked up the sales 
books from an inattent ive member 
and p urchased three copies each of 
these rarities for a small fraction of 
their value. There is an old Biblical 
saying that goes something like this, 
to quote an old negro friend of mine: 
"If you don't have it you lose it, and 
if you have it, you get more." 

··KNOW YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS" 
It was this slogan that first at

tracted me t oward the Bureau Issues 
Association. It applies broadly to all 
collectors, the world over. I would 
like to modify it a bit: 

'"KNOW YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
FIRST'' 

Here is how you can do it. Make a 
COLLECTION O F - COLLECTIONS 
as a side issue to your own favorite 
specialty, consider the obtaining of 
one stamp to illustrate all t he phases 
of philately. Try it and see for your
self how little you know about phil
ately as a whole. Here is a tentative 
check list to start on: 

A Collection of Collections 
A. Pre Stamp Co\'ers 

1. An early date. 
2. A late date (after stamps were avail

able). Do you know what these dates 
were? 

3. One ship or packet cancel. 
4. One straight line cancelation. 
i). Etc., with a bit of data on each item. 

B. Private Carrier Stamps 
1. Single copy with a bit of history of the 

company. 
2. On cover alone. 
3. On cover with a government stamp. 
4. Etc., with a bit of data in the fight of 

the private companies to prevent the gov
er nment from monopolizing t he letter 
carrying business. 

C. Postmaster's Issues 
1. One copy with data as to the government 

authority for these issues, etc. 
D. U. S. Postage Issues 

1. One stamp from each regular issue with 
data for the reason of t he issue or the 
abandonment of the previous issue. Do 
this and you will be surprised at the 
amount of philatelic history regarding 
which you know little. 

2. Air Mail. One stamp from each issue 
with a descriptive write-up showing the 
history of the air mails. One pioneer 
flight cover, one first flight C.A.M. cover , 
one dedication cover, etc., with a descrip
tion of each type of a-overnment activity. 
Do this first to educate yourself and then 
to educate others. 

3. Plate Numbers . 
a. Obtain one copy from each firm who 

made plates for the government. Who 
were they? When did they have con
tracts? 

b. Show Bureau plate numbers from flat 
plate and rotary pr ess. Show eigh t 
plate numbers on one plate in dif
ferent arrangements. Show four plate 
numbers and two plate numbers on 
one plate ,vith different locations. 

c. Show one set each of Offset plate num
bers w ith script rubber stamp and 
printed numerals. Give one example 
of one plate number partially changed 
to provide a new number. How is t his 
done? Why are the Offset plate num
bers so different from those on in
taglio plates? What does "intaglio" 
mean? Show some of this data on 
your album page. 

d. Phantom plate numbers, double plate 
numbers, plate cracks around plate 
numbers and missing plate numbers. 
One copy of each. 

4. Imprints. One copy of each type in chron
ological order including the present plates 
without imprints. Why were they dis
carded? 'Why were they continued as 
long as they were'! 

5 . Double Transfers of Imprints. 
a. Star Plates. 1908 series and 1917 series . 

\'\-'hat did they mean? Show one sam
ple of each plate spacing as indicated 
by some of the sta r plates . 

b. Ot her Marginal Markings. "Coil 
stamps," s iderographer's initials, en
graver's initials. Why were they used? 

6. Precancels. Show one or two early pre
cancels. One or two fancy city precancels 
such as the Lansing "railroad" or the 
Cincinnati "oval." Bureau Precancels. 
One of each type. Inverted and double 
precancels. Spacings and errors in pre
cancels. How can precancels be used on 
fi rst class mail'! Who can use them? 
Why are they used'! Be sure your one 
page of precancels is educational. 

7. Covers. 
a. Early, domestic and foreign rates. 

Show one example of each with postal 
data that is relative. 

b. One example of each of "For warded," 
"ship," "Steamboat," "advertised," etc. 

c. One each, Patriotic, prisoner's letter, 
wall paper envelope, "turned inside 
out and used a second time," " cen
sored," '"Vorld War," etc., with a bit 
of data on each. 

E. Revenues 
1. Copy of a colonial embossed revenue. Did 

you ever see one'! They are not so hard 
to find. H ow about one each of t he dif
erent issues'! 

2. Civil War revenues. One copy each issue 
and showi ng imperforate, part perforate, 
etc. Postage used as revenues. Revenues 
used as postage. Bisected precancels , etc. 

a. Later revenues. Each issue represented. 
4. For educational purposes you may obtain 

revenues on documents showing each type 
of usage. Notes, Receipts. Stock Transfers, 
Deeds, Mortgages, Wills, etc. 

F. Plate Varieties 
1. One of the le or 5c errors. 
2. Two double transfers. One a fresh entry 

and one a re-entry. 
3. One triple transfer. 
4. One shifted transfer. 
5. One recut. 
6. One defective transfer. 
7. One broken relief. 
8. One trimmed relief. 
9. One damaged plate. 

IO. Extra li ne varieties such as from the 
three rows of plate 3 of the 3c-1 851. 

11. One plate crack. 
G. Ink Variat ions 

Select some one stamp and obta in all its 
shades, marking them with the ir proper 
color. Show faded, ox idized, washed and 
chemically changed color. Double impres
sions from both reg ular and offset prints. 
Blurred p rints, etc. 

H. Use of U . S . Stamps outside of the U. S. 
Colonies, battleships, expeditionary post of

fices, etc. 
L Condition 

Select some one stamp and obta in copies in 
all conditions. On cover, off cover, mint, 
unused without gum, few perfs gone, off 
center, torn , heavily canceled, etc., and 
price these all with a net cash value to 
show t he value of condition. The higher 
the price of the stamp the better this 
display will be. The educational value o! 
such a display to a club is enormous. 

The above description of a "col
lection of collections" is far from com
plete as it may be expanded apparent
ly without limit. As you read it over 
you will easily see how broad is the 
field of your hobby. Let each one 
specialize as he may choose but let 
all know something about the rest of 
the field . Make this "collection of 
collections" in your own mind at least. 
Let there be no phase of philately but 
of which you know at least the im
portant fundamentals. Encourage 
others in their interests that they may 
educate you. Court the other collect
ors, they may have some new observa
t ions for your own edification. Thank 
the lucky stars that there are many 
ways to collect for if ever yone col
lected as you do the hobby would soon 
die for then only a man of unlimited 
means could have what may now be 
a cheap item. 

Reprinted from ··Weekly Philatelic Gossip" 
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COMMITTEE ON PLATE 
VARIETIES: GENERAL 

C. W. BEDFORD, Chairman 

319 Vaniman St., Akron, Ohio 

# 1305. 24¢ AIRMAI L , 1923. E.J. Thomas, 
B.L\. 433, sends his first contribution in a 
block of this stamp showing a Triple 
Transfer. The main double is displaced to 
the left, showing the left frame line faintly 
out in the left margin ,,·ith extra line3 in the 
"E" of "CENTS" and in the "AGE" of 
"POSTAGE". The right fra me line is also 
doubi_ed faintly to the right in the right 
margm. 

# 559. 7¢-1922, FLAT PLATE. A lower plate 
number block , 16252, shows small double 
transfers in all six stamps. Check a t the top 
and in the corners. These doubles are ap
parently due to the removal of the relief from 
the plate to examine the design fo llowed by 
returning the re lief to the same position to 
still further deepen the design but in the 
first roll of the relief after exami nation, it did 
not exactly "key" "·ith the design as first 
rolled-in . E.J. Thomas. 

2¢ COL -MBIAN. Shift Hunter Letter . ·o. 
65 will illustra te a DT showing the biggest 
degree of displacement of design tha t has yet 
been found on this stamp. T he right fra me 
line and the "2" of the year date are to be 
found, ciearly doubled to the left , out in the 
center of the stamp. Please do not misin
terpret the catalog price for a DT on this 
stamp as apply ing to varieties of t his type 
which were unknown at the time the listing 
was made. Se,·eral big Double Transfers and 
one enormous Triple Transfer have recently 
been found on this stamp and copies ha,·e 
e):changed han ds at from three t o ten dolla rs 
each . This new variety reported by E. J. 
Thomas. 

#504. 5¢ 19 17. One of the two stamps that 
sho11· Plate No. 13272 in the lower margin 
is slightly doubled upward and nearly all 
ove r, showing best just above the to,i frame 
line. There is also an apparent plate damage 
i, 1 the "S" of "CE , -T S" that is not a part 
of the double. Max G. J ohl. 

# 2271 -1 0¢ DUE. Large, t,risted D ouble 
Transfe r showing at upper and lower left 
corners. From th e left edge of a pane as 
determi ned by a break in the precancel over
print in the stamp just · beneath the double, 
Philadelphia. T.J. G rid ley, B.l.A . 273, makes 
this report and he is the first one of the 
Sh ift Hunters to be so familiar ,Yith the 
o,·er-prints as t o combine the data of both 
schools of collect ing. It ne,·er pays a col
lector to become so wrapped up in his pet 
method of collecting t hat he becomes an out
standing ignoramus in regard to other 
methods of colle: t ing. £yen if you r friend 

coilects Match Box covers, take an interest 
in his work. You may learn something thaL 
will help you in your work. Just here we 
wish t o compliment the students of the over
print plates. The location of breaks and 
errors on the plates continues to be a fasci 
nating study. 

1¼ OZ. TOBACCO TAX PAID STAMP. 
SE RIES 102, ACT OF 2-26- 26. Yes, this 
series is still in use and Gridley that 10 out 
of i 1 t hat he has show, a double t ransfer. 
Sure, they are "Burea u Issues" and if you 
hunt a bit, you may find one. \:Vhi le we 
are on Tax Paids, the 12 inch long stam p for 
50 cigars , Paid 30¢, Issue of 1878, shows a 
beautif ul !y engraved picture of "CLAY" and 
out of about 100 copies we have found one 
with this picture showing a reall y fine Double 
Transfer, while the frame and the rest of 
th e 12 inch stamp is normal. This Double is 
such as to clearly indicate that the picture 
of Clay was not on the same transfer roll as 
·the rest of the design and was rolled-in sepa
rately. \\·e have other Tax Paids that show 
DTs of sections only and it is quite inter
esting to figure out how many transfer rolls 
were used fo r one of these long stamps. 

Committee On 
Commemoratives - New Issues 

MAX G. JOHL, ChaiTman 
20 V{. 37th Street, New York City 

\\"el come to Lee M. R yer the new Chair
man of the Committee of Bureau Issues Plate 
\ ·arieties. It is certain that the selection of 
Lee Ryer by C. \\i . Bedford is for the best 
i~terests of the B.l.A. and he should be 
given the same fine cooperation given to 
other committee head s as no one person can 
be expected to find _'\LL the varieties. As a 
"·elco,ne to 1\fr. Ryer we will sta rt this 
month's report with one of the items sub
mitted by him. 

3 CEXT B ICENTL -1"IAL. 21015-UL-42. 
There is a sma ll double transfer in the lower 
right corner. This can be seen with an ordi
nary glass as a doubling of the shading in 
in the corner as well as part of the back
ground of the numeral which can be seen in 
th e colorless circle at th e right. There is also 
a very small double in the same corner on 
# 82 . This can only be seen with a strong 
glass as added iines at the lower right part of 
the white circle around the right numeral 
and a t the bottom of the triangle in the lower 
righ t corner. 

LAKE PLACf.D. 20823-UL-i3 Reported by 
John G. Kues per t. There is a scratch running 
from the ski down t hrough t he " E" of 
CENTS a nd into t he " E" of STATES in 
#83. 

20823-L R-50 Has a horizontal scratch 

starti ng in the lower right corner and con
tinuing out into the margin. 
2 CENT BICENTENNIAL. 20865-LR-40. 
A heavy scratch in the "N" of CENTS and 
running down into the margin between this 
stamp and # SO has been found on several 
copies by Anton Pristoupimsky. 

20792-LL. Charles J. Demuth has found 
a series of cracks in the bottom row of this 
piate. These cracks are in the margin 
between numbers 4 and 5 and to the right 
# 10. This may extend into the right µane. 

Additional information is required. 

While on the subject of cracked plates it 
might be well for those interested to check 
back previous reports and note that almost 
all of these cracks recently reported are 
almost alwavs in the outside rows of the 
plate, i.e. , at the top or bottom. It "·ill 
further be noticed tha t most of the cracks 
are in between the same stamps on different 
plates. The cracks are usuall y found on UL-1 , 
bern·een UL-4 and 5 in the margin between 
the right and left panes, between UR 6 and 
7 and on UR-1 0. From these fac ts it seems 
logical to assume that these cracks are caused 
by pressure in the printing which is uneYenly 
distributed by the bolts at the back of the 
plate which hold it to the press, causing the 
plate to crack a t these points. This makes it 
ad,·isable that collectors check these rows 
0,1 the rotaries in their postoffice stock from 
time to time as the crack may not be found 
on earlier printings. A good example of cracks 
only found on later copies may be seen on 
the 3¢ Olympic, 20906 UL-1, which is known 
without cracks as \\·ell a s with cracks above 
the sprinter's head, and the 1 ¢ Bicentenn ial_, 
20742 -UL, on which there , . ...-ere no evidences 
of a crack on ecirly printings, but several on 
later copies. 

OGLETHORPE. 2109 , -UR-14. George R. 
M. Ewing has found a large dot in the top 
of "T' of C ENTS. H .i\1. Jones has found 
the following varieties on t his stamp but 
has not had the opportunity to check for 
constancy. These are on plate number blocks 
of ten. Who ca n check these as plate varie
ties> 

21096- -L-4 Dot in lower loop of fi rst 
"3" of t933. 

21104-UL-13. Last "T" in STATES is 
defective at the upper right . 

21101 -UL-61. Slight doubling of the 
lower left corner. Shows in the lower 
left frame line, also background around 
left "3" . causing it to appear almost 
solid. The last item was found by M r. 
Jones on two copies. 

21099-LL-23 . Dr. G .C. Fritsche! has 
found a dot in the lower left " 3". This 
is small but is found on several copies. 

3 CENT. 1932. 20990-UL-72. Dr. Fritsche! 
has found a spot on the nose in several 
copies. 
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