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12_i- 1922, No.564. Ri ch ard Ki ndig r e fer s to SHL No. 36 and fi nds tha t t he doubl e trans ­
fer on t he Melv ille cover a s illu s trated a t the lower right corne r of No.36 , is fr om 
position 2 i n the UR pane of p l ate 14 , 404 , wh i ch was t h e first p late u sed for this 
s tamp. On furth er i~spe c tion Ki nd i g f i nds tha t posi t i on 74 - UL-1 4 , 404 s h ows t h e f i ne 
TRI FLE 'TRAN SFER a s illustrate d a t t h e rie;ht . This triple s hows a bit i n "Colur,1bus 11

, ~ 

s :--.ows clearly ir_ t h e 1•ight 1~.arg i n . Sey a und b. 

Maze l Yu1urm ha s s ent; i n a conc;ribut ion of considerable importance and exte n t . Hislf
0 

data will be fow1d i n severa l sub sequent repor t s, Please turn to SHL No, 40 and with 
a pen mark the plate positions for -i: h e cra ck on plate 10656 a s follows:- 3 - 4 -5 and 

·X 

be tter i n t he lower left corne r circle and be l ow the lower frame . The other double I 
13-14-15. '.i.'hen sketch in posit ion s 23-24-25 be low the othe rs. The crack may now be 1 

extendea. downward t o opposite t he l o ver fraT.e line s of position s 23 arld 24 , wh ere it / 
stops. This p l ate h a s no I mprint s and the e i ght p l ate nur,1ters are opposite the fi.f tt l 

starr,p in fro i.: the corners, both verti cal l y an d r.o rizont a lly. iZ-~/ ~~' ·. '.. 
1

4--TI' •,·-~~~I, .O l 
Next turn to the earl y SHL that was no t g i ven a SllL 

number but wa s marv.e d - "Re por t No . 4 11 The n l a te ere.ck on 
p l ate 10645 i s from the Lt pane( d a ta from F.J. To~ l erton) 
!,\azel Knurm has a copy of tnis cra c :{ t ha t onl y extends u p t o 
the top of posi t ions 95- 96 . M1 Coy 1 s copy is the refor e a l ate 
state of t h e crack wh i ch ev i dently enlarged dur i ng usage. ... 

0 0 
Scott' s S . 1! . S . Cat, lists a "Di q~onal line t l1r ough left "l "(Pl a te 2138 ) " 
on ffo :323, ~h e l ! - Louisian~ P~rchase I ssue . \1.ve re produc e he re t h e drawing 
of this variety oy Gi:orge " · Hw1t as rece ntly p 1blish ed i n Me kee l's Weekly . 
This is a lar ge gas h or dama ge to t he p l a te and is position No .2 i n t h e 
left pane . The re are only t u o panes , L & R, on t he p late so this stamp is 
t h e secor, d stamp ir_ the t op row at the UL c or ne r of the olate , ~ 

Arrow b loc1rn on the l.t-1902 and the 2.t-1903 Sh ield f requently s h~w l arge 
colored balls variously spaced i r.. the a.r r ovrs. 'i'h e t h ree at t he right are from 
late 2631 of the 2,t-1903. 'i'he y a lso appear on p l ates 2848 and 2869 of t he s ame ~ 
amp. Max G,Joh l has a copj s how ing thi s sar:ie item or. t he l.i-1902. 

The Shif ted Transfer t hat d oubl e s t h e l e ft frar:e l i ne s on the 3/- Louisiana, No.325, i~·s 
8-R-2101 or the third stamp i n t h e second horizontal row , r i gh t pane , plate 2101. 
The re are no other plate variet i e s i n the 4 p l ates used for th is s tamp . t.:aze l Knurm. 

, 
0 

I Cracks at t he plate edges, adj a cent the socalled 
I,- od IV- f86 rlh"'• ce n ter lines made by the ed5es of t h e plates, are now 

la II 
quite corrm;on on coil stamps. Here is one that is -different, 111¢1~117[! It comes from F .L. Owen thr u L. M.Ryer and the Western Stamp 

=~-=~~~~~~~ Collector, Not on l y is there a crack a t t he edge of the 
.I . ' " - -- p l ate but t here a r e severa l para llel cracks through the top 

l abel. These are ·the re f ore Type III, Rotary Press Cracks' s e e SHL No . 42. "lllla!!-.:;,·,,1nJ·: = 
Dr E. 1' . Gearhart report s a variety on the present 5~==~ -'ii 
Air Mail stamp. This is in the two stamps just above 
tr_e stamp with t h e LR p l ate No. 20606 . A h eavy lil1e"!"_-_-_-_-_ _..., 
r uns from the center of t h e right frame of the upper 
stamp down through the margi n, i ·1to the lower stamp and 
e nds in a d ot about midvmy in the i nne r right margin 
between the i n ner and outer frame line s as illustrated 
This is a constant variety but what is it ? 

E. T . F'erry contribute s two more 

The horizontal shadi ng 
ines from bottom of 
stamp show thru the 
~ center of the 

1 a.ta.mt> . 
p - Green .No.212 

major plate variet i r---~ 
a s shown i n t h e t wo 
lower corners. Bot 
are the onl y copie~s==:::::;~ 
s o f a r reoorteci 
a nd both are fin e 
i terns • Pick up a 
few t h ousand of t h ese 
~ommon s tamps and 
try your l u ck at 
variety hunting . 

l,t-1902 

Displacement 
is upward and to 
the left . 



SPECIAL NOTICES TO ALL 
BJ.A. MEMBERS AND TO ALL 

SHIFT HUNTERS 

Funds. T he fun ds fro m " ·hi ch t he Shif t 
Hun te r Letters are issued a rc st ill frozen in 
t he ba nk and the !\'l.i rch issue is t he !,1st 
one th a t ha s 1,ecn prin ted . Master copies 
a re a lre·1d y prepared for t he next seven 
issues h11t t here is not a c,· 11 t 1d1ere" ·ith to 
prin t t he m . \V:1ys :111rl ,n ea ns wi!I certain ly 
be found to proceed wit h th e 11·ork but if 
t here is a delay, rest assured that so meti me 
in t he nea r fut·ure you will rece i,·e a ll mi1si ng 
copies a nd that the work will not cease. 

Two do ll a rs from each Shi ft l l un ter wil I 
aga in he payablP 011 t he fi rst of September. 
lf t here a re a few fort11nate 1.1em bers who 
a re a ble to ad va nce t his am ount fl!' t h 
preseul t im e it will I)(' of ma teri:il a id al t his 
cri tica l t irnc . 

In t he mea n t irn c ,orresponde ncc a nd 
com pila t io n of da ta need not cease. Let 11s 
continue t he good work a nti pil e up t he 
M as ters for future S hift Hunter Lette rs . 

Reprints 111 additi on lo the regula r Sh ift 
Hun ter Letters it has 1-een o ur object to 
supply Reprin t copies of ar ti cles t hat have 
a ppeared in va ri ous phil ate! ic jo urna ls so t hat 
t he Sh ift Hu nters mi1{ h t have as complete a 
fi le of Pla te Va rie t·y in fo rmat ion as poss ible. 
In many cases th e pn l, li shers have fai led to , 
grant ou r req uest a nd in ma ny other 
insta nces t hey have hea r t il y cooperated. T he 
expense h:is been paid out of the Shif t 
Hun ter Fun ds. 

W it h the pr in t ing of t he Bureau Specia li st 
the cost of reprint s of t he Plate Va rieties 
Commi ttee has cno r111 0 11 s ly inc reased beyond 
our limitat io ns a nd for th e presen t , a t leas t . 
t hese reprint·s a re 11 0 lo nger ava ila bl e . Most 
of t he Shift llun te rs a re R. I. A. members a nd 
t his wil l work no ha rdship o n t he m. The 
fe w who a re not members of t he R. I .A . may 
not miss t hese reprin ts hut if t hey do we 
suggest t hat t he a 11n11a l d ues of this societ y 
a re ve ry low a nd t hat t hey get in to uch with 
the Secretary a t once a nd back da le their 
me mbership to J a nuary 1st, 1933 so t ha t 
t hey receive a ll bac k copies. A copy of t hi s 
issue of th e Bureau Specia li st is ma iled to a ll 
t he Shift Hunte rs wheth er 13 .1. A. me rnbcrs or 
not. 

R eprin ts from other J ourn a ls wi ll be con­
tinued where,·e r we a re successfu l in ma kin g 
the a rra nge ments. Th is is conside red as a n 
E xtra pa r t of the Shift Hun ter Service. A ll 
th ose who receive this se r vice rea li ze t ha t we 
t ry to give t he m as rnuch for t heir yea rl y '/,2 
as \\'C poss i IJI y can. 

Circulating Philatelic Library. All of o ur 
B. LA. me m bers or a ll of our S hift Hun ters 
can not purchase ;di of t he fin e books t hat ap -

pea r 011 l'hil a tc'ic su bj ects. Wh ere c, ·cr th ese 
hooks ha,·e s ufficie nt co11tcn ts to 111ake t hem 
desira ble fo r Plate Variety Coll ectors we hope 
to purch,1se t hcrn a nd ma ke the m ava ilab le 
for t he members. 

T he fol!owing books a re now here . Aga inst 
yo ur posit i, ·c gua ra ntee of C.'\ R E FLJ LL 
ha nd ling a nd pro mpt a t l ent ion to fo rwa rd ing, 
t hey a rc a,·a ilab lc to you unde r the fo llowin g 
cond itions : 
Ma iling cha rge , 10¢ a l,ook , rn in im11rn . 
F lat rate of 3¢ a clay fro 111 ca'.e oi ma i:in g- to 

da te of re ma il ing based 0 ·1 pos t n,ar ks 
M ini mu m cha rge, 5 days. 

Adva 1we dcpo~it, $ 1.00 u i. til used or rcf1111ckd 

T he following books a rc now ava il ab le. 
"The 3¢ Stam ps of the U.S. 185 1 57 iss 11 cs." 

Dr . Ca rro ll C has<:. 
" The U. S. r ostage Stamps o r the 201 h 

Cen t 11 ry" Ki ng & .J ohl. 
"A n In t roducti on to Ad van ced Phil a te ly." 

l\l <'xa nder Sc fi. 
(This hook by Sefi is o f spec iRI int eres t to 

e,ery Shift Il11nt e r) 
O ther hooks will he added if wa rra nt ed hy 

th e de 111 a ncl . 

Educa tional Collections. T he l'l a t c \ 'a ­
ri eties Co 111rn ittee Ed 11 ca tiona l Collect io n 
now sports a Bl ue Ribbon and has t ra ,·elcd 
fa r a 11 d wide in its mission of hc:p f11ll ness. It 
is ~hipped by Express wit h a v,il11 a ti nn o f 
)1.500. 00. T he cha rge is $ 1.00 for te n cla ys and 
t he co llect io n is sent C.O. D. and ret11 rned 
Prepa id. For your ann ua l ex hi b itions or for 
a s pecia l nig ht at t he c luh you will find t hi s 
c, hihi t·ion wil l furni sh a bright spot in yo11r 
year's . progra m. Shipp in g \\'e ight abo11t ~ 
poun ds. 

The Educa lion:il Co ll e, lio n of t he .'l¢ 185 1-
1857 s ta mps a lso continu es to he in de ma nd . 
T his collec t·ion, in two la rge l{a pkin a ll H1111~ , 
is one t ha t you will wa nt to st udy for a week 
to ten clays a nd you coul d eas il y work wi t h 
it for six mon t hs or longer. Shi pped by ex­
p ress " ·it h a va luat ion o f )1600.00. Shippin g­
weig ht about 20 po un ds. Sen t C.0. 1 l. a nd 
retu rn ed ] 'repa id. C harg-c of )12 .00 for ten 
days. Th is is not just a lot of 3¢ 185 1 sta m ps 
hut is a r ra nged a nd illustrated lo show th 
met hods of replating a nd a ll t he , ·a ri eti es t h~t 
a id in rcplat in g. Yes, it is a co ll ect ion fo ,· t he 
st: ud en t an d not a collec t ion to .i uH sa ti sfy 
idl e c11rios ity. 

Both of t hese Ed ucat ional Collections are 
fo r t he se rious co llector who des ires to in1 -
provc his philate li c educ:.it io n or fo r a grou, , 
of such 111en. T he . 3¢ 185 1 co ll ect ion is not 
fo r pub lic ex hibi tion b 11 t t he l'l :ll e \ ':1ri('t ics 
Ed ucat ional Collect ion is eas il y used for t·his 
pu rpose or for pass ing a ro 1111 d at a c lub 
meet ing. Lect ure Notes arc in c lu ded . 

New Sub-Committee I ca n11 ot too st rong ly 

'xpress my a ppreciat ion o f t he wide spread 
uppor t given to t he P late Va rieties Com­

mi ttee and to th e Shi ft !·I un ter progra m. So 
rea t is t he interest a nd so great is the cor-

·esponde nce t hat o nce aga in we mu st sub­
l ivide t he commit tee wor k. 

M r. L . M . Ryer , 48 19 38th St., Seattle , 
,,\lash . now ta kes over the co n111 1i ttee work on 

'·Bureau r ssues P ia te Variet ies" 
'' hi s will not a fTect the work of Max J o hl, 
0 \N. 37th S t., New York who will continue 
o receive data a nd to report on " Com­

:memora ti ves a nd New Issues". \ ,V it h t his 
xcept: ion , a ll Burea u prin ted va rieties sho uld 

10w he reported dire :t t·o " Lee" R yer and 
II earli er iss ues to C. \\/ . Bed fo rd , 3 19 
'a ni man St ., Akro n, O hio. 

Arra ngements a re being made so t ha t both 
Jo hl and Ryer will prepa re illustrations 
which wi ll appea r in t he Shift H unter Lett e rs 
a nd both of th ese sub-commit tees will ma ke 
a mont hl y written report t hru th e 13ureau 
Spe;;ia I ist . 

All da ta on ea rli er issues an d Revenues 
sho uld be rcport·cd through l\lr. Bedford as 
i11 t he past . 

For Information \\'hat is t he difference 
bet ween th e "Shift I l unt.ers" a ·,cl t he "Pla t·c 
Va riet ies Corn111it tee of the 13 . 1. A." T his 
question i~ so freq uentl y asked that a reply 
sce n1s necessa ry. 

1. T he " Shift I lunl ers" .ire a group of pl a te 
, ·ar icty co ll ec t ors a nd as a whole they are 
i11cl epencle11 t of a ny sucicty or org-a uizat io n. 
Th e,· arc o lde r th a n e it her th e B. I .A. or the 
f' . v.' Co 111111it tce . 

2. Th e Shift I l1111te rs report the ir find s on 
Bnrea u Issues t hrn th e Burea u Specia li st and 
fu 11ctio·1 as th e !'l a t e Va ri el' ies Cornmitl'ee of 
Ilic 8. 1. A. 

.'l . Th e Shif t I luntC'rs report. t heir find s in 
E-, rl ~, U.S. postage sta mps thru th e Shift 
11 un ter Letters a nd throug h n irious philatelic 
jou rn a ls. 

-L The Shift I lun te rs re por t the ir find s in 
U.S. Revenues t hro ugh t he Re ,·enue Uni t of 
th e American Philate lic Society. 

5 . The Shift Hunters as a who le see k to 
enco urage p l,1 te va riety collecting a nd to 
broadcast da t a t hro ug h a ny or a ll magazin es 
o r poss ibl e phil a te lic public ity . 

(] . The mo nthl y reports of the Shift Hun te rs 
:1t )$2. a yea r, a re a , ·a ila l1l c to a ny co llector 
in·espect ive o f Societ y a ffili a tion. The 
monthl y reports of t he Pl a te Va riet ies Com­
mi ttee a re obta inable onl y through t he 
Bu rea u Specia list, t he mon t hly journa l of 
t he Burea u Issues Assoc ia tion. T hese t wo 
repo rts a re supp lin1e nta ry to each ot her . 
7. Th e two s11 h-co111111 ittees un der t he 

leadership of .J o hl and Hyer, ma ke their 
writ ten reports t hro ugh t he Burea u Specia li st 
a nd place their illustra tions in t he Shift 
Hunter Let ters. 

8. There is no conflict and very little over­
lappin g of interests. The Shift Hunters in ­
c lude th e Pla te Va rieties Collectors of the 
B. I .A . as well as th e p late va riet y students 
of a ny or a ll iss 11 es, inside or outside of a ny 
societ y . T he Shift Hunters a re unorganized, 
have no dues, t hey a re not a n orga nizat ion, 
just a cooperating group of co ll ectors of like 
interes ts tha t work toge ther an y wh ere a t a ny 
time. 

T o obtain the grea test va lue:-

AII Shift Hunters should subscri be to the 
" Burea u Spec ia list" . 

All 8 .1.A. members should subscribe to the 
"Shift Hunter Letters ". 

All Revenue collectors should subscribe to 
the "Amer ican Phi la t elist" . 

C. W. Bedford. 
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