
BUREAU 
ISSUES 

ASSOCIATION 

U. s. PLAT~ VARl~Tl~S 
C0mmvmor1frtH 
and N•w luues 
MAAG. JOI-IL 

20 W. 37th Str .. t 
New York, N. Y. 

PLATE 
VARIETIES 

COMMITTEE 

Shift 1-fonter Letter No. 6 5 
C. W. Bedford 

Offset luues 
DON e. LYBARGER 
422 Eng ineer's Bldg. 

31Q Vaniman Stroet Akron, Ohio 

Subscriptions $2.00 a year, beginning and ending in September. 

Clevela nd, Ohio 

All Other Issues 
C. W. BE:D!'ORD 

At the upper right is a small drawing by 
DICK KINDIG of Denver, Colo., showing his 
discovery of wha. t looks l ike a retouch on 
the 2f Offset , Type V. fit 

and a.re 

At the left are two il
lustrations of Doubles 
in the 5t 191'1, 1F504, 

from JOHN G, KUESP ERT. The upper stamp 
is from a lower row of stamps. The lower 
stamp shows guide line straight edge at 
the left . A number of other small Double 
Transfers have been noted in this stamp 
probably from the same plate. 

At the right is a fine Double Transfer in 
the l i sidewi se coil of 1923, #597, found by L,D. 
SHOEMAKER, and showing an extensive displacement 
to the right in UNITED, OSTAGE and on the fore
head of the portrait, (Note: A more complete 
illustration of this variety was included in SHL 
tf6'7, from a drawing by BEVERLY KING , LMR ) 

The big Double Transfer in the 1¢ 1902 , #300, 
comes from HAROLD WAGNER, True Doubles in this 
issue are scarce and well worth looking f or . 

From T,J,GRIDLEY comes this RELIEF BREAK in 
progress on the 2¢ Jamestovm, All four stamps of 

a block of four- show it; the start and 
two other stages, What plate? 

Thanks to E,T,FERRY for the nice 
Double on st 1895 , #272, below at left. 

ffi( 
A-No ii I 

eft-1895 BREAKS, ---
#27Z. 

B C D 
ill 5=I -- -J. 
E F G H 

:)"HE drawings for the progressive Relief Break on the 2¢ £:.T. Ferr.!/ 1908-10 were made and submitted by DICK KI NDIG, Who can 
give the complete history of this break by plate numbers? 

At the l ower right is a Double Transfer in the 10¢ Postal Savings Offic
ial Mail, '111640, submitted by J. G. KUESPBRT . It shows a center-line 
below, 

The 2¢ Hudson-Fulton at the left wa s described by 
George B, Sloane and submitted by J.G,KUESPERT, A new one and 
as yet unlocated as to pl ate and position, (NOTE: A late copy 
of this variety in our possession shows a guideline straight 
edge at left . We have a complete report on this issue ready for 
release soon, but leave t his in in hope of ob-
taining position data for the final record,) I J 

At the b ottom lei't are the two lower stamns .! 0 
from a booklet tt498 from Dr, Gearhar t_-

~ . 



T li E S H I F T H U N T E R S 

1932 Calhoun Street - Seattle, Washington - January 3oj 1934 

TO ,~LL COLLECTORS ,\.ND STUDEWTS OF , PI.~°I.TE VcrnIETIES: 

GREETINGS! For the benefit of those whose interest in thi s branch of the 
hobby has only reoently been aroused, and those of the 11 old gn.ng 11 who mn.y have 
strayl)d from tho fold during tho hectic yon.rs just passed, the followi ng resume' 
of the . activities of THE SHIFT HUNTERS is pr0sentod ; 

HISTORICAL In 1929, the late Clayton w. Bodford , father of organized plate va.ri-
. ety study. sponsored a coopora.tivo group of collectors a.nd students 

or this spec i alized class of stamps n.nd personally conducted t he "cloo.ring house" 
thru which o.11 data and discoveries of o.ny of the group Ymro made avo..ilablo to all .• 

THE REPORTS This was made possible thru tho modiu.m of reports issued fr om time to 
time which ho appropriately named 11 Shift Hunter Letters" after the · 

old-time custom of calling most any plate variety a 11 Shift 11
o Tho reports were 

produced by the "ditto" prooess in small quantity and covered only a few notes and 
vo.rioties in each report. ;'i.s tho number of subscribors increa.sed it beorunc neces 
sary to secure o. larger number of copies t nan was possible by ordinary duplicating 
methods, and ulso to include more and bettor illustrutions and notes. Accor dingly, 
the 11 offsot 11 method of photolithogro..phic reproduction wns adopted und several hun
dred copies of on.ch report produced. Those printed reports wero i norousod in fro~ 
quenoy and tho 'o:,s:pens e pa.rtio.lly covered by tho charging of Cl 

II subscription" fee 
of $2.0o per year. 

GROWTH As the :n.umber of subscribers increased from tho do:rnn or- so at tho 
beginning to approximately 19Q in 1933, the number and quality of tho 

r epor ts wus also increased. During this time t he group became the Plato Variety 
Committee of tho Bureau Issues Association, for ma.ny of tho metnbc:rs wore nlso af
filiated with the latter organization, and such of its data. as applied t o Buroo.u 
Issues were mo.de available to all members of the .~ssociation. 

SUP~LEMENTAL Tho now method of production re~uired moro o.ccuruto illustration, 
SERVICES and this wn.s nccomplishod by tho preparation of blank mat s of many 

of tho normal stamp designs. These mats wore regularly printed from 
etched plates mn.de from pen and ink drawings of the designs t o be reproduced. Fo~ 
the convenience of the subscribors1 t hese mats were printed in quantity and kept · 
in stock so that they aould be obta ined by ·cny i nto rostcd collector at a price 
very little nbo~e actual cost , Tho cont i nual add ing to of this stock of blank 
mats, together with tho contralizod records of varieties and d~ta , i s of great 
service to the oolleotors interestedo 

EXPENSES The original cost of tho plates for the mats a.mounted to sovero.l hun-
dr0d dollars, while the printing and pasta.go bill for the reports 

amounted to unot he. couple of hundred annually. Tho latter is paid out of curront 
r eceipts for subscripti ons, with anything over going to retire tho cost of present 
pl ate·s or to provide for new ones added to t ho line. It is obvious tha.t in order 
to meet evon t ho current expense it is nocctl5o.ry that wo hnvo o.t l east 100 sub
scribers, or more than 200, if any udditionul service is t 6 be rendered. 

THE ~RESENT With the death of Mr, Bedford last May, publication of the Shift 
Hunter Letters con.sed o Vfuilo mo,:-e than ho.lf of tho 

the mailing li st of tho Shift Hunters ho..d net po. id their 1932-33 subscriptions, 
is our undGt's tanding :that tl-ie ru j,• .>rts (up ·to :md i ncluding l otter. Jj63) -woro 



Plate Varieties Committee 
C. W. BEDFORD, Chairman 

319 Vaniman Street, Akron, Ohio 

Those who collect Telegraph stamps will 
find a new interest in them due to t he 
observation of H. M. Jones on the 25¢ blue, 
Postal Telegraph Co. There are several 
small doubles on this stamp. One block of 
ten shows nearly every stamp sl ightly 
doubled in one direction or another The 
best variety observed is on a single showing 
the lower , frame and the lower part of the 
shield nicely doubled downward. The old 
sl oga n -of the Shift Hunters still holds: 
" \~-h.~rever th ere is a stamp there may be a 
sh ift . 

2 c Y o rktown. On the right pane ( with 
TOP) of black plate F 20657, second plate 
layout, please check the crossed center line 
bl ock in the cen ter oi the pane. The lower 
left stamp in this block, with lir.e at top and 
right, shows the horizontal line back of the 
bow in the 1rn ir of Rochamtea u to be nice ly 
doubled. Ed,,· . T . Ferry 

2c Documentary. Spanish W ar R evEnue . 
There is a relief break in t he colored line 

under t he "C" of CENTS. A sequence of 
t he stages shows the start of th e break 
gradually enlarging as the piece of metal 
gradually bends upwards un t il it d isfigures 
the lower part of the "C". Wm. T. Kiepura 

No. 558, 6c 1922 The color between the 
''TAT" of STA TES and t he white medal ion 
border is almost enti rely missing. If this is a 
broken relief it is the la rgest break yet 
observed. I t is _possible th a t t h is one copy 
may be due to "flaking" of a bi t of line fro m 
the surface of fhe stamp but a high powered 
glass fails to show any depression. 

H . M. Southgate 

Check S.H.L. Sil The owner of the two 
anonymous Yarieties is Lt. Com. E. P. 
Nichinson, Retired, of Pensacola, Fla . 

3c Stuart coil The present 3¢ Stuart coi l 
has been found sufficientl y off center to 
show t he plate numbers 20946 an d 20947 
alterna tely in the upper margin. Pairs 
showing t he plate join t and the number 
20946 above the right s tam p also show a nea t 
li ttle group of plate CRACKS in the left 
stamp runni ng nea rly vertically through 
George 's col lar and through the " GT" of 
\\-,-\SHI 1GTON. John L. Koch 

No. 1897. l0c Special Delivery. 1911. This 
stamp shows a damaged tra nsfer . Sometime 
during the latter part of the use of doubl e 
line watermarked paper the transfer roll 
started to loose the heavy line defining the 
top of the design. By the time the single line 
watermark paper came into use this line has 
a lmost com plete ly disa ppeared. \;\:hen the 
attention of the Burea u was called to t his 
discrepancy they 1r,ade a new transfer roll 
and subsequent plates show the line complete 
once more. The earl iest pla te the writer has 
seen with the comp lete line again is number 
5 60. George C. Mcl\'abb. (Fi rst reported in 
the Ph iladelphia Stamp Club Bulletin for 
Sept. 1929.) 

No. 4 98. le 1917 Plate F13369 shows a 
crack extending horizontally across the 
margin at the top. The crack ends over th e 
second "3 " of the plate num ber a nd extends 
from there towards the right. The length of 
the crack is unknown. G eorge C. McNabb. 
( Ibid. ) 

Lt. Com . '.\ichinson also sends an item 
that is out of our line of plate varieties but 
is well "·orth reporting. It is a cover from 
Pensocola, l'iorida to E,·ergreen , Ala bama 
and is sea led "·ith a ' ·LOCAL OFFICL-\L 
SF.:AL". It is th e first local we have seen in 
official seals. The legend reads: S. B. Strout, 
P.M . Ofiiciall y Sealed. E vergreen, Alabama. 
The co,·er is dated Sept. 1, 1902. 

The Burrnu of Engra,·ing and Printi ng 
prints some , ·ery attracti,·e RE\"El\ liE 
STAMPS for the Philippine Is iands and also 

for Porto Rico, the top label of the latter 
reading " The People of Porto R ico". I have 
just had t he pleasure of going over a small 
lot of these P hilippine revenues but fail ed to 
fin d any noteworthy pla te variet ies. As 
Bureau Issue Revenues for U.S. Possessions 
come within the scope of our B.l.A. activities 
we would like to know something about their 
plate varieties. 

Apparently Hawaii, Canal Zone and 
Virgin Islands revenues will also be Bureau 
].Jrod ucts and there may have been some for 
Cuba at one time. Seeking fo r plate varie
t ies I have had the pleas :.ire of acquiring a 
considerable num ber of these revenues of our 
possessions that I will gladly exchange for 
others a nd hope that we ma y ultimately fi nd 
out more about them. 

The field fo r Bureau Pl ate Varieties is fa r 
broader than the regular U.S. postage stamps, 
as our ,·ariety collectors are beginning to 
find out. ' ·Wherever there is a stamp there 
m2.y be plate varieties" and the term 
"Bureau Issues" includes fa r more than 
straight U.S. postage stamps. V•/ e ha ,·e one 
collector who is finding Burea u errors on 
tobacco stamps that a re in current use. One 
collec.tor has reported a .S. postage variety 
on a stamp o,·erprinted for one of our pos
sessions. Another is find ing some wonderfu l 
, ·a riet ies on early Mexican reven ues and 
alt hough t hese a re not Bureau printed they 
indicate the possibility of new fie lds for 
investigation. How about Bureau printed 
postage sta mps for th e Phiiippines ? T heir 
pla te numbers? T heir varieties? 

Beer is here. Early beer stamps shows a 
wea lth of plate da ta plate numbers 
imprin ts, a rrows, plate cha nges of design and 
some very fine double transfers. \ \'ho shall 
be t he fi rst to find new data and new var ie
ties on the new beer stamps, if th ere be such> 
Our ignorance on this subject is enormous. 
E,·en the common State Re,·enue stamps 
for cigarettes are a possibility. \Ne usually 
throw them away without looking at them. 
Ha,·e you e,·er noted whether they are en
graved, iithographed or what? 

Committee On 
Commemoratives - New Issues 

MAX G. JOHL, Chairman 
20 W . 37th Street, New York City 

CORRECTION. In the i\lay report of this 
committee a va riet y of a Bi-Centen nia l was 
reported as occuring on plate # 20865. 
Change this to read # 20685 . 

George R. i\1. Ewing has checked Ogle
thorge 210960 L #4 reported in t he May 
Special ist and finds t ha t the "Dot in lower 
loop of the fi rst ' '3 " in "1933" is not con
stan t . 

Jack Smith reports that his post office has 
a book of 13¢ flat plate Etamps of the current 
issue that are badly smudged on part of each 
sheet. He has kindly offered to obtain copies 
for B. l. A. members at face. If interested , 
write to him direct at 308 Mankato Street, 
Austin , Minn. 

1¢ BT-CENTEK'.\IAL CRACKED P LATE. 
Beverly S. K ing has reported in STA;\IPS 
that the cracks re~en t ly reported in the "L 
pane of plate 20i42 are also in the top strip 
of the upper right pane. These cracks are 
only to be found in the la te printings. 

3¢ 1932 ORD!l\".-\RY. George R. M. Ewir,g 
reports locat ing, through the assistance an d 
cou rtesy of Mr. Lester S. Morris of Brooklvn , 
N.Y., the t,rn upper horizo:ital ro,vs of 20889 
CL on ,,-hich the following varieties are 
strongl y marked :-

4-5 - . . Two parallel horizonta l cracks 
running from the " TA" of " POSTAGE" on 
# 4 across the ma rg in and into the inner 
frame line of =F 5 opposite the " T " of 
"u'.\ITED"' . 

7-8 Two horizon tal cracks starting 

in the white curved line under " ST" of 
"POSTAGE " on # 7 and cont inous across x 
margin a nd ending in the white curved line 
under "TE" of "UN ITE D " on #8. 

10 . . Series of diagonal (nearly hori-
zont al ) cracks in sheet gutter opposite "TA" 
of "POST AGE" and extend ing from edge of 
stamp to edge of sheet. 

Mr. Morris reports having a similiar block 
of 20888 U. L. th at has plate cracks in the 
same locat ions as the above. 

Mr. Ewing furt her reports that he was 
informed that these plates had been used 
and d istributed around J une of 1932 , when 
they were re-chromed and stored . So it is 
decidedly worth while searching for them. 

3¢ 1932 COILS. Numerous plate cracks have 
been reported on stamps t o the ri ght of the 
joint line. There are three distinct cracks, 
one starting near the top of the stamp and 
runni ng down to the nose , another stamp 
sho\\·s a crack starting at the nose and 
runn in g down to the "S" of "WASHI!\G -

TO " , and on a third stamp there are t\\·o 
cracks running from the chin down into the 
lower fram e design. These a ll seem to be 
curving cracks. 

3¢ NEWB -RG H The onl y plate , -ariety 
reported on t his stamp to date comes from 
Fran k D. Halsey #21121 U R #93 Stain in 
the "C" of "CENTS" and in the margin 
below t he stamp. 

Committee On Bureau Issues 
Plate Varietie s 

GREET! ' GS T O MY 
FELLOW l\·1EMBERSl 

The first order of business in this initi a l 
report of the new committee is to call at
t ention to the correct address of t he Chair
man. so that correspondence will be ex
pedited. A former address and also an incor
rect address was given in the April and May 
numbers of the SPEC IALIST. 

As was called to you r attention in the 
March issue, report of the Plate · Variety 
Commi ttee by C. \\- . Bedfo rd, your Chai r
man has a great ambition to accumulate com
plete pla te variety information for all Burea u 
Issues, and to permanen t ly record this infor
mation on 3x5 printed illustra ting mats for 
future benefit of our membership and Philat
ely as as whole. Your cooperation is requested 
to the extent that you submit e,·ery major 
plate variety of which the position is known 
for illustration and record, giving if possible 
the name of the discoverer and record of 
previous reports of the variety which ha ve 
appeared in the phi late;ic press. 

In add ition to the illustrated record , a par.e 
record wil l be ma inta ined for every plate, 
showing the location of all known varieties 
thereon, including such distinguishing marks 
as "double strikes" and other abnormali
ties which are of importance in rep lat ing 
studies and simiiar a nalyses. All specimens 
showing such oddities which have been defin 
itely located should also be submitted for 
record. 

\Ve already have a number of important 
disco,·eries to report, b ut we will withhold 
these unti l our next report . It is desired t hat 
"you-all" out there let your now Chairman 
hea r from you as soon as poss ible , so that " ·e 
can make the work of this committee of the 
greatest value to all concerned and an ex
ample of the sort of splendid cooperation that 
has made this Association what it is! 

Come one, come all! Give me the benefit 
of "·hat YOU kno,.,- , a nd I 'll make the com
bined knowledge arnilable to all l Awaiting 
with enthusiasm a del uge of data, and 
promising big news next month, I ' m cordial -
ly yours, L. 1\1. RYER, C hairman 

1932 E. Calhoun St. 
Seattle, \\'ashington 
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