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0-vER a year ago FRANK L. OWEN sent us a strip of 
rate coil ff383 I,E ,, 19 positions of which showed Doub 
duplicate or this coil strip was later submitted by AL 

,_ , , has been delayed until blac 
mats were available, All o 
the 19 positions are in thi 
report and we hope that som 
of our subscribers may giv 
u s the plate and positions , 

<& Con/ucius .sma .:nearZy '2500 yea.rs ag_o: ~one picture is worth ten thousand words!,,,, -Use .MATS 
for .mountz'n!7 and illustrating _Plate van'elies. Prices Jront $.f.2S t.o ,f_f75 __per f00 _posc_poid ~ Jess than 21eacll.' 
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Committee On Plate Varieties 
L. M. RYER, Chairman 

1932 Calhoun St., Seattle, Wash. 

The boys and girls are st ill "up and doing" 
and our records are building up at a rapid 
rate. 'We're getting so many varieties these 
days that we don't know which to report 
first, but that 's the way we li ke it! ..... . 
then we'll be sure that we have enough to 
keep going during the summer months when 
things iet up a bit. 

* * * * * 
We do not believe that our readers haYe 

ever had an illustration of the two most 
interesting and novel cracks known in Bureau 
Issues ...... the two " Fractured Skull" 
varieties. The first of these, the 2¢ of 1908, 
was discovered about two years ago and was 
illustrated in a Shift Hunter Letter of that 
time. The second, in the 1 ¢ 1917 Hori
zontal Coil, was discovered last year and re
ported in Stamps by Max Joh!. Now, to 
gi,·e you a better idea of exactly how they 
look, we illustrate them. 

So far as we know the former exists only 
in a used single, while t he later and larger 
variety was found in a mint coil ...... re-
curring e,·ery 34 stamps t hruout. Since there 
a re millions of the 2¢ 1908-10 stamps still to 
be examined and hundreds of coils of #490 
still in postoffices and vending machine stocks 
it is probable that our steadily increasing 
crew of "Shift Hunters" will find duplicates 
of both . . . . and many new ones besides! 

* * * * * 
2e 1903, No. 319: \\ . \V. Hopkinson sends 
a Yertical Imprint and Plate Number block 
of six showing No. 4085 at left of the fi rst 
stamp. The plate number position, as well 
as that beneath, shows a double transfer and 
defective entry at left. The imprin t also 
shows a defective transfer, and appears to 
have been first entered inverted . The 
defects noted in the adjoining stamps may 
have been caused during tapping out and 
fresh entering the imprint . A fine block, 
whatever the causes. 

Delbert Osborne finds a new double 
transfer in this stamp in which the displace
ment is 2 mm. downward . The top frame 
line shows in IT of U i ITED and ! of 
AMERICA. Lines of the b ust show in the 
A and G of WASHINGTON. The left 
frame line continues downward very d istinct
ly a nd the right frame line to a lesser degree. 
Additional indications appear in the AG of 
POSTAGE and E - of CENTS, and there 
is a short li ne 2 mm. below the bott om frame 
at r ight. 

* * * * * 

2e 1908, No. 332: D r. G. C. Fritsche! sends 
duplicate copies of this stamp, showing an 
identica l series of diagonal surface cracks 
across the upper right corner. A space of 
3 mm. between the top of the design and the 
top perforations indicates that it comes from 
the top of a sheet; otherwise the bottom of an 
adjoining stamp would show in th is much 
margin. 

Albert Ondik sends the first Doubl e Shift 
in this stamp, in which lines of the lower 
part of the medallion , top of T\YO CEl\TS 
a nd lower shading lines are TRIPLED. 
This corresponds to the similar Double Shift 
(listed in the S. U. S. as "Triple Transfer" ) in 
the 12¢ 1914-17. 

50e 1908, No. 341: A Double Transfer 
showing an east"·ard displacement inside the 
left frame , outside the right frame, in the S. 
G and E of POSTAGE and in the N of 
CENTS, was shown us by M rs. F. R. Joy. 
The copy shows a guide line straight edge a t 
left. 

* * * * * 

2e 1910, No. 375: A beautiful Double 
Transfer of eastward displacement showing 
strongly in the forehead and chin of the 
portrait and outside the right fra me line (as 
well as in t he lettering at both top and 
bottom) is submitted bv Delbert Osborne. 
This looks very much · like some from the 
bottom of plate 5311. 

le 1912- 15, No. 405: What appears to be a 
"rolling-in" crack a long the inside of the 
right frame line and extending across the 
margin at lo,Yer right, is submitted in dupli
cate by L. P . Entwistle. One copy is #405 
and the other #424, showing that it comes 
from some plate t hat was used for both issues. 

* * * * * 
l e Booklet, No. 424B: Rev. C. Boevers 
sends duplicate booklet panes bearing plate 
number 6369 on which the fourth stamp 
shows the usual shifted transfer. 

* * * * * 
l e Ceil, No. 486: Add one more variety to 
those already discovered in this endwise coil 
.. . ... a gripper slot crack extending clear 

across the neck of the bust. This occurs in 
a stamp above the joint line, and can be 
seen without a glass. 

* * * * * 

X 
1c·1sss,.No. 279: Dr. G . ,·.c. - Rr.itschel 
submits a copy showing a horizontal series of 
sucface. cracks above the design ., Since the 
cracks run off the stamp at the le£t-side, it is, 
probable that they continue above other.· 
stamps of the row. 

2e -1898, No. 279b: A var iety of interest to· 
borh our committee and the plate number 
fans is submitted by W . W. Hopkinson. T he· 
stamp is a plate number single, with No. 
1374 at the bottom. In and around this
plate number a re unmistakable indicatioos
that the plate number was first entered 
inverted and then tapped out and replaced . 

le 1902, No. 300: A. Lauzon sends a new 
double transfer, showing a downward dis
placement in the lamp at upper right; in the 
thigh and calf of the right figure; in the top 
of the right numeral; in the upper left corner; 
in A of AMERICA and in O of 0 1 E. 

2e 1902, No. 301: Dr. G. C. Fritsche! finds 
a new ser ies of cracks running horizontally 
above the design on th is stamp. Albert 
Ondik sends t wo copies showing similiar 
surface cracks running vertically along the 
left margin . Kenneth D. Niven sends a 
th ird copy with still differen t cracks at left. 
The prize variety of the month in this 
sta mp, however , comes from Chas. D . 
i\1Jeservey and shows a fine double transfer of 
downward displacement in letters of the top 
label, below Ai\iERICA, in the top of the 
head , in letters of the bottom label and 
below th e bottom frame line ... . .. also in 
both numerals of value. And BESIDES, 
shows a heavy series of horizontal surface 
cracks in and below the lower part of t he 
stamp! Total, 5 new varieties. 

* * * * 

le Coil, No. 490: A major Double Transfer 
of downward displacement is submitted by 
Delbert Osborne. The top frame line shows 
in the bottom of U. S. POSTAGE, the back
ground shading a t the top of the medallion 
shows on the fo rehead and side of the head of 
the portrait. The horizontal background is 
doubled dowmrnrd into the leaves at the 
sides, and the lower left !eaves are doubled 
dow1n;ard in the background . The dis
placement is an even 2 mm . and the variety 
is as obvious to the eye as the "fractured 
skull" previously mentioned . 

* * * * * 
7e 1926-27, No. 639: A Double Transfer 
showing all over the design is submitted by 
Kenneth D. ·i ·en. The displacement is 
downward in about the same de ree as a 
good shifted t ransfer, but shows in top frame 
lines, top of medallion, · and T of :\'!TED, 
lower part of the portrait, in McKINLEY, 
side frame lines, above and below numerals 
of value, top of CE1 1TS, a nd in all four 
corner circles. Looks like it should be due 
to a re-entry, but classified as a double 
transfer irrespective of cause. 

3e Stuart Coil, No. 721: W. W. Hopkinson 
sends a strip of this coil stamp showing a 
"gripper-slot" crack extending from the 
button upward across the stock to the jaw. 
The stamp shows the joint line a t right and 
the number 20941 appears above the fi rst 
stamp of the next plate. The crackison t he 
last stam p of the top row (posi tion 17) of 
pla te 20942, so you can mark this on your 
check list. Who can tell us if this is the 
crack listed in the S.U.S. catalog? 

l0e Special Delivery, No. 1904: "Recuts'' 



in Bureau Issues are quite rare and particu
larly interesting, so we illustrate this 
"Broken Window" variety submitted by W. 
W. Hopkinson, showing the window pane as 
it appeared in the original state of the plate 
and then as repaired by recutting. 

10c Postage Due, No. 2271: Albert Ondik 
submits the entire 9th vertical row from the 
upper left pane of plate 15860, every stamp 
of which shows a double transfer. The best 
positions are 29, 39, 79 and 89. Will some
body take the first opportunity to check and 
report on the lower left pane of this same 
plate, examining closely that same 9th row? 

* * * * * 
For the information of users of Shift 

Hunter Mats, we announce 9 new designs 
added to the list of those stocked, as follows: 
1¢, 2¢ and 4¢ 1890-98; 2¢ 1902; 1¢ 1851-57; 
Univ. Walloon; 3¢ N.R.A.; 10¢ Special 
Delivery (first Bureau type); 10¢ Postage 
Due 1894-1929, and Medallions (Franklin or 
Washington) only for the 1908-21 series. All 
are obtainable in either grey tint or black @ 
2¢ each or$1.75 per 100, assorted toorder. 

Cooperate with and support your B. L A. 
Committees and the Shift Huntera! 
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