
SHIFT HUNTER L"T ER 

r 'Hunter": 

10 
HfilR (9) . 

319 Vnniman street 
Akron , Ohio . 

1• 22• 30 

A the request of r Beverly s. King nd r A. D Fenn 1 , 
i h ve t rted th prep r tion of Check List of the Do bl 
ransfers on the 20th Cen~ury u.s. stamps . Th assist nc or 

every Shift Hunt r is r quest d . Plese look tis 11st ov r nd 
let rn· h v your corrections nd dd1t1ons . I rould like to 
see ny unusu lit not listed below . 

300 Perf 12 . 

I 

314 Imp The usual or mor co on shift on this st mp 
occurs in th bottom label in th "ST" of 

"POSTAGE' nd in the white sp cs t either ond of the label . Th 
b s exampl of th shift sho lso in "ONE CE T" nd th fine t 
shifts -lso h ve the low r fr me lin nicely doubl d . l t 3365 

. sho vs this typ of shift in gre t profusion and 1 t occurs on 
v r l other plats . 

ight unusu land r re shifts h v b en found to t . 
They occur in th top and bottom 1 bels , in th uhit bordor 
around th vignette nd in th margins bove nd blow th stamp. 
On T 1st d Sh1f't is kno m , th i spl cem nt of' th reli f' being 
count r cloekw s . 

which is 
In hi s t amp e lso find "Double• Doublo Tr nsf r" 

one form of double tr nsfer . In this st ~P there 1s 
hift shoiing t both ides of th vign tt , in both 

1 
b l 
sh 
oft 

301 

t_ 

302 

s , in th lof't num r 1 nd in the 1 ft m rgin round th 
ar of th child figur . In the s st np t io a 
m 1 rd shift sho iing in th lou r 1 bel nd in th rgin 

th st p . By no stretch of th i gin tion c n t es to 
in the s me st p b said to be produc d by one pl c ment 
reli f' . 

Per f 12 . 2.6• 1902 Sever 1 sm 11 shifts re known in th lo er 
portion of this st mp . h best on s sho 1 t 

low r fr 11n nic ly doubled. 

Perf 12 . 3 • 1902 Not 11sted. On rine hif't in th low r l b 1 
h s b en found •• It sho sin the botto 

of "THRE CE• " nd t t e 1 ft of' th 1 b 1 

30 12 . 5J • l902 rot list d . A very fin shift h s be n found 
by H • ._Jons of Huntington , .v . It is 

found in th top r "FIVE" d the hori zont ls din lines 
ro\Uld th bust in th vign t,t re nicely doubled. 

306 P rf' 12 . aJ - 1902 ot list • . r Jons lno h s thi hift 
it the botto fr line nicel y doubl d . 

u u 1, but not co. on, s 1ft is found in 
the lm: er label in th "T I nd "s" of' 

"TO CENTS", in th "s "of "POSTAGE 0 nd in th hite sp ces jut 
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5651 ~.ows at l e~st 
•~.l·1

~ ~J-3--3"1 ro ~t?lCi.,.., 

o ':- . L -=- \'i:-:.k " _ _ _ _ ..,,, -l!C- C 

Not .. iz 1:,,HL ·::. ·-r 7-"~J .f!.nt:t sh .ft. i:.t 
ha.ve eer~ f01.t.-rid :tL "': , fl trnue.. 1~L~-l . . .. 

'.;:hi s s ·,;amp e:·wu~; t i::.e usui;1.l type of 
e :.d .ft for t b.e 1 ,e' 1 908c l0 :i Pl a t 
TWO . iJ1~ 11 e.n.d '\.: .. 1.~;151 ~-t1 s1'"~i ~ ·::: ~ 1.-.i"' .. u '-:· 

l~Ot 11. s t ~d.(.> ~8lJ~: ~>ti f t!J ~:r J f' rr:U~ft -
3i6ht '":.i aual shift s .rn.~ts beer: !-:nm-:1. 

on PlR.te 5092 ,. e.] .. t=h1 2-e ~\l ~_!t~.1 n aitions 11it!1 a d ~f,3t.:t.tt•; t~~:i.!1 .. ~~:...~ '.:!...~ - ~ . 
U);.:. ,:: ?:J:r-t, t ~).n ,:rf t h fl !':r•8.r.:J."" llnt'a ., oft~n a :.:L.rt: ir"i the ~ii7i,:. -~ t" np -~ 

3 85 J ;i'""'.¼92 ,-; \J'3:rti~e.l Coil -Perl 12·,. Th · :.1 ·u.s.J. . h fts fo"' t~ ~£ lf. 
-- - -'"::----- - .... _..._ .. rtA l '' &.. Sf.\. -_ -.... J..."i;fv O ~ _ . .. .., _a ·;) • ~ .!:.ct..; 

S-:, l -:!"t·~1~; . .; :.,-•~ .. ~~ t. l 1 h.; tr:-1.. ;,. ~:~ ;_}t:t.._ i-•e Lta v e l :~~e;1 fo:.L d ,vitt· ,1.-j:r:..:!-~ ..... i t~; (,l 
p l ate cu1nber..: * 6159 c?.n d *5179 .. Yi>:/ 1 ::h-:> ~tam; ' ~h~w:t~1g t-h.:> pl.&:_.~ 
L:U.!US"":" car.. lng th s hift O t het-~.fo···e i n a r: u per a.ne o ;N.o.t lis t~ri o 

387 1:<i=l910 Horiz .. Ooil Perf-1-2.o -S .,L "Wrnk o ---------------=--~ ~~ ~ 
t-ad s ...... d ~Hl!1~ 
r --1.• it a~ -;..:. 

cet>ta n l mus 

T.1e arg at o 
... ,)1J.!.d i n t _ ~oi ., T • , 
gnc N,s lei'..._ rt o 
left a ne. Plate 55670 
ev ry pi!.ste=up n t s r.e 

408 1J{~l9)2 ImJ?erf2 S-,, L -,, Wmk o 

416 10,i,:,1912 Perf 12 0 SoL 0-Wmk. 

on t he t Ill 

fo-t 1 is t... o Fo'..:.r sr:1e. ~ : 
U."ll\13 al h i f. ~ ha._v ~ 

nu.ndc 

Jot l isted." 
shif been our.d..., 

i '1. t _3 .., . ~ 1 9()8, .,·, ·"" s -!D.~ DeC!! 

i 1 f OOo 
r lab~l and i _ e~ 61 in ~ 

e ~ pl-at ~ numbers ~t 

o t 1- t ~do :'he 1~.:m.-n: 
h · f ~oi-• th. s st"lr.!:J 

i bree s .:.,,; ts 'nave been .fou.>'ld t l.~ 
lower lave1;). on pro but .• : , ..,,.;1 a 
}· 0 ' 1, i.- p Fl t e . 

Not l is t do 
i :milar t 

Tl 

v~ be ~n f9 . · d., '!l:.e.1 
tht' • ll.al :?:. ft en_ 

ft ve:r·y 
·l.L km"),;'rJ. s1ii t 

C~I " fie:-i 
d c-s.r,c":-3.,•0 

t h"P'cl th•.;..-,; 
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12J=1912~17 Cont inuedo ________ _____..,,,..._.,.. __ -....c-»· • Accot--1.ng t~ the Bl:i.reau :r~H:h)!'df t-h.i.s "'l :tt~ 
'r.R.8 :·•<:\vs..._ reworked or :reentered so th 

:a.ny shift,:i th t occu.r \Ver;;; pr oduced d rin t he original rook ris=:i:-· 
p:r-ocess o ~ne finest shifts show the shoulde:t' l i nes cl et'!:rl y 
doubledt also the bottom fpame · l ine of t he vienette t_.~ io~er 1 a bel 
end tne numeral s 0 The~e ~re many shifts l ess di stinct 0 the upper 
left pane is said to c 0 ptain .61 Shifts o The s ame t ~rpe of shifts · 
«lso how on Pl~te 691.3 and othe1 .. p l- tes o Regis t ered letters 
sho'l';'ing t._:i.s thtft 0 11. cover a.~e desirable O Major s h i f ts shouing 
in the bust P- ~ r~r m~re ~a~c ~haP indicated by the l i st ~ri ce 
accot'ding to m~.. e-:itperienc~ , 

Triple Transfar shows three lines at the Dottom of the 
v1.g..'1stte where one line . no ..nal y exists ., '.l!neY usua.11y require a 
good glaas o A triple is not listed .for t he 1917 asrias nor have 
I seen one " It should exi -a_to -

444 2,e'-1914 Hor iz oCoil Pert 10 ~ S.Lowmk ~ Not listed o Same a the 
· us-ual shi .ft on the 2d~ 

1908=10 0 

464 3£=1916 Per£ lO o Unwmkc Shift l i stedo No datao 

474 See -417 0 

481 l.i=l916 I mper.f o Unwmk o Shift iiatedo No datao 

483 3,e'-1916 I mper£ o Vnwmk o Plate 813I s hows three adj a cent shi.ft 
in one o:f the upper panee o Th doubling 

i s i n the lower port~ons oft e frame line s o Two ot her-poaition 
next to the shifts, ahow light Pl_'ints i n one corner 0£ the ta.mp 
indi cating t hat part o.r these posit-ions were tapped out f:1rt1all 
wh n the reentri s . were -madec 

498 1J=l917 Pert ll o _ One very .fine shift s h owing in t he front of 
- ----- ----- the face and elaewhere. 

501 3,e'- 1917 Psrf' ll o· -
The shift show& oser 

504 5J=l~7 Perf 11 ., --
508 8J=l917 Perr llo a 

Usual.. s hi.f' t at bottom of vig.'1.e·tt and in 
1.ower l abels 

The -second stamp under -an upper plat8 
numbe_r 8129 shows a heavy double t~ansf'er o 

t h~ entire a tarnp o 

Two · s~rong~ :fine shifts in the upper l abel ~ 

Not listedQ Small shif t simila~ to the well 
known- shif't on t 12,e-1912 ... 17 o 

Not listed" Sbil"t .s imilar t o the 12'0 
~_!l,t-1917 Peri'_!.~ .. Shlft l.istedo N_o dB.ta ,. 

5120 See 4170 



Shif~ liat d o No datao 

Sh1.tt li.stede No dat a ,.. 

637 ~ 0 Victory ~ Not l lstedo ~o f ine shirts exist or t~t ~ tam~ 
~ -· - - ·- ""' One shift is Efl.sttrard and Ot1e 'Westwa.~ s , . ..:.;h ~ i e 

they a.~e very similar , showing doubli ng of the eo-rdrs wh.e ... ; · .-;l d 
the , s0ale pans as ell as doubli ng i n the two fl ags to the - r i ght 
or the statue., 1:heae a.re ve'!'y attractive ls the center s tw p s in 
block s ot nine ,J · 

~ -- _ _,f:!_919:~.J.P't:!X:Lf~rfn~~.g_~ A r emal'kabl e do~v,a.r d shirt 
· ~ showi ng almost thruout t he 

entire stamp o The normal d&~k$ arched area over t he head, shows 
doubl ed as a disti not arch thru. t-he_ t emple and. side of t he headc 

548 l.ef0 Pi !.grimo All the double transfer on this stamp would. 
- - --- - .mak a very inte r · sti ng speeialb,&d col lee t _i on o 
Plate 12418 s e ems to c.-a one o:r the chief "ofte_nder tt vt1 th rega rd 
t o plate errol"'J o There are 3 ggod ~ 4 srn ll. a.n-d l minor shifts 
in t he Uppe_r Left Pane .;; T"he l _owe-r" half ot- t his pane has not been 
plated c -

In the lower left pane_ t here are 2 good~ 2 small and l m&nor 
shi .ftc o Dat a. eomplete "' · 

In ~b.6 lower right pane there are l good 9 l small and 
l minor shirt _, Data complete o 

No c!.a t a is available regarding the Upper Right Pane., 
Plate 12420 contains at lea~t 3 good shifts and 3 other 

shif ts are at111· Wlplates with pe rhaps others still to be foundo 
The var1e:t;-y of shifts on t his stamp are so va.rient t hat 

the only clue i~ "look &very s t amp all over" o Too_ often t he 
Shift Hunter 1n looking f o~ ~ ~own sh _1f'-t~ ov-erlooks ·other 
unknown varietieso 

552 lp=l922 Perf ll o Shift l.istedo No data.,, 

554 2i=l922 Pert ll o There are at least two fine shirts i n this ---=--~--- · common st-amp but · due to the 1arge number 
of plat es they are as bard to -find as the haystaek needleo 
one shi ft shows i n the lower lert margin a~d in the left numeral o 
It is ~o o 26 in an upper pane or Plate _14129 ,, 

559 6,t=l922 Pert 11,, There a-re two tine shifts in a right pane 
ot Plate 14169 in positions· 50 & 60 9 

adjace n t t o the plate ·number o The shift sho\Ys best in ttSTATES" o 

559 7£,-"1922 Perf ll o Dr Robe r t F oChambers finds a ver.tioal. b l o ck 
ot s~x f rom the lower left corner or a 

l ower l ef t pane with the e'ngravers initials g WoMe o.A. o in the margin o 
Five of these stamps show a small but diatinet double transter 9 

No :: · 71 oeing the best with the bottom. and le.ft fl'ame lines 
ui~e:..y dou letl o 

Shi.:f"t liste d " No dat a o Said to have bean 
descr ibed in S~ott ' s M~nthly e 



.~ 

An a ttra~tive shif't showing i n bovh · 
m:uu.era ls ~ in 19CLEVELAND" and in "CENTS" ~ 

'l'he only copy I h ave s e e 1 i.1 on a cover from the Pnils.tel1.e 
Exnibi:tion ·in Bo t onJ Mar ch zo j 1923 and i s addl'essed to Fred J c. 
Me1v111S g- LOndonv 

56514p-1922 Perf 11 
-- __. 'W..:.cl, _____.,.._ ... ~ --=-~---ca.z: 

Not listedo s everal small shirts have 
been found in Plate 14512 ., 

Not listedo ttHeavy l ine t hru "POSTAGEno 
~ f ine shi f t easily s e en with t he eye alone ~ 

Not listed" 
n.ght s!de ,, 

Several small shifts at t he 
52 =LR=l4063 i s on~ of the btHtt ,, 

569 30i -=-,192 2 Perf ll o 
.-... .. c:-.: 

The SoUASo lists a shift in ~urllTED" o The 
entir e 1-.eft side of this stamp is double 

sh9wing in t he numeral, in the corner_o~nament and the 1 ft f rame 
s doub S o There a r e many smalle~ shifts in t he same location -

a s well as several minor ones , 
There i s also a very hea~y shirt of t he r ight side that 

· des e r ves listingi since i t is large r in mispiaeement than t he left 
side shift and e asily seen with the naked e ye -~ It shiws 1b 
11Post ag.e 11 

.1 in the right numera l and in the l owe r right ma.rgin o 
I t is No 52 in an upper right pane o _ 

One of the eomtnon l eft side shttts. shows t hree lines whe~ · 
one line should be and i s a TR~.PLE TRANSFER of the ~ame degr ee 
of visibility as the tri ples on the 12p of l914"-"l7 o It was . 
found by M~ AoPoVeatal of Indianapolis ,., 

610 24,e-1923 Carmina Air Mai l o MaJoCoH oBonas t ee l of \faaho gDoCo 
(1305) = · - -- was probabl y the discoverer of 
t his outstanding shif't o It i s i n an upper pane o~ Plate 148~4 
in the t op row just to t ho right of the plate number o The l ower 
r ight corner in very hea v·ily doub1ed, bvth numeral and fr1> ~a o 

611 2t-Ha. ing o Perf 11.. The usual,; shift s r..~,,s a doublin g of t he 
shadin..g !ir.1.~:s ,;.n· :..i:10 :i,:,~er p art ot tht, 

bust o Better copies alao show doubling above and below ~na di ngtt · 
and in t he small squares at t he lower corners o Plat e 14852 
shows many of these shifts o Also .found on plates 14906 0 15080 :> 
1 ~131 and 1513~ ~ 

612 2i=Harding Imperf~ Not lis t ed but shoufd -ex\st o 

614 1,t!~wa11oo.n .. 

515 2.i=Walloon o Shift l i s t d o · No dat a c -- -

lower right corner :f'r-i:ilne :Ls 
There are a number of other 

646 "2,l,,, Burgoyn6 =Saratoga o ---------- . . 

Not lis. t E'do ll<JUL<J1.9246 shows doubling 
on t he t a il of th5 ~~rplane and th 

doubled downward into the margin" 
sh i ft s o 

Not listedo Sh i ft in the -left nwneral 
and a t the upp~r and lower left co ners . 

S ve.t'al shifts have been reporteido I h a e 
-no data o 
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-1~~2 3ftQPa.r el Pos t The RECUT at -t he l ower ~i ghthand COt>me ~~ as 
--- -------,--... _,,__ liated in the S o Uo So Oat o was s.pparently 
necessary due to a defective reentr y since t he s ame f>tam.p shpws e. 
strong double t ransfer ii.nd so does t he ne~t s tamp t o the l~f'tc 
These two shifts are ad :~i0~~ i n the se...~a horizont al row i n plate 
r257 s 'both bei ng downwarc. ;;hi.fts showing in "CENTS" and i n the 
lowe~ margin o A shift is not lis ted~ 

Not listedo A amall ahift of the left 
frame line _. 

Three very good sh1.f~3 o A shift in beth 
numerals and upper label comes £ rom a top 

pan~ or pla te 6215; it i s i n t he t op 10w jus t to the r i ght of the 
_p1ate number ,, A s i mila r shif t shows in bo-t h numerals and i n the 
Whi -t - -1n r n 1- margins a t t op and bot tom. 0- A third_ a nd st~ong 
shif't s hows only in and around t he right m.l1neral ,. 

1635 2t=l911 Pert' ;t2 ,, Do Le~ o Postal sav.!ngs =' TWo sh i f t s have 
- ----.......;;.---·---- . ___ .,.,~----------..--.,t ----~ ,,,_-, been Ob d67"'Ved 
Iii a block of £our .,. s howing in "savings" .c noff'i eial " .:: ''Mlirll tt 
an d i n the r i ght numer al c• Qne of-~the:ro a1sv shows i n "Poa t.age" 
and t he othe.r -in t he, "N'1 ot:_ "Cen t s " <> 

1638- 2J =l91:i. Pe:r.f' -~12 ,- S oL ,, Wlr.k" Postel Savings " 
_____.._ ,. ',_.........,..... ~ - )n ~~----;-#~ ' ~ ~--.. ... -~~--------- - ~ -

l64v 10¢-1911 Per.f l2 o S "L <>\1mk ~ Postal savings ... Li s t e d ~ No data ~-~---------·------ - . ...,, ., 
-

1901 l-O.i-192~ SPl eDel., Po..::,~~~- ~~..<?.l~.!. Not liste d " 
Mr Vestal o.f Indi~ ~- -, . 

apolis , f'inds several small shifts as a doubling of' the v r tical 
shading and border lines at t he le.ft side -o.f the stamp o A bl -0c.k 
of' nine .from the lower right co,rner of' ·plate -17638 shows e ight 
sma..11 sh1.ft s v the laJ:iges t showi:r.,g a nea doubling of the l eft, 

rame lin e o -

Not list.e:l o Mr A"RoDavis _of Harvard 
Uni v-01-.si t y f"il-ids a good d u bl e trans.fer 

showing as an Eas t ard sh i r t in t h e lef't s ide of' the s t amp f rom 
_ t o~ to bott omo - It is easily seen without a glasso 

Unless otherwise stated 9 t he above data r epr esent,s f'i r at 
hand in£ormatior.. a.nd is incomplete i n many ways ,, Kindly overl ock 
al l typogr aphical er r ors ~ 

' lou.ld you 11k to h ave, a--c_neoli Li:Bt (T mpor~y-) o the 
shi:ft s in the l ~s t; part of t h e l.9tb century? J,,. l i a with ake-tahea -
o-r a number' of t b 11 DOUBI.E~·Dou ..,l e Transfers" and t, _e "Tl1ipl.-.f Transf'er-l: " 
tr- t the Shi ft Hunter s have in their col l e ctionst More d3t~ i ed 
dbsc 1 t i ons 0-f' the De_.fective Transfers t hat ... o of' t e n a.ccomp~ 1y 
the Dou.b l Trans.f'ers? · - '· 

Y s !=you have me up in t he a b - .dth requ~s . f'or im. _,r,;e.ticn _,_ 
and the time ha- come whe re tL e _ex}??na 1ooks r, ther form d:.lb~e 



.,, 

i ~ 
h pos~-•~Jwt~ .... 

coepted ·2 u00 each fro 
d : lcott alt 1~ the past I haver turned 11 

~o £rom now on I w ~1 gladly share the expena 1th oun ~ 
whenever you reel so inclin d . Thanks o al the Hunt · 
~heir kindly p1rit ot ooopera,tiono 

Dr EoMoGearhart of Eri-e 9 l>a o has tou."'ld many eJ!Y s -
nd extensive Shifts on the f 2J=Columb1an that far 11 

I ave ever sen on this stamp ; Also DOUBLE0 DOUBLES ~ ·. rip 
~ ordin ~ tloubl _ H~ has expressed his intention of 
Spe lix nd Concentrating on the Shifts of the Columbian 

i .su I' Httr ~ for vr Gearhart on the Columbie.ns and Huntin •. 
nea o .. =Green . He 's hopeing ·that evei--y Shift Hun ... 

"11 oncent:rat on some one stamp so that our total L"lf'o:r-mati o· 
. l l inore e t ter and be more compl t and o:re.. a<: tµ"atee 

::-: ttconcant~ati011"f'o~ 1930 will 'be on the 2,!, ,Shield of 1903 0 

?Jr Vest 1 hrsa mEmy fine shifts on PROOFSo After ape dirJ.6 
.Ll f'ternoon wit~ him in Oin,einna t<i , I am convinced th.at .1 1 

a real student or ".Phil-at lie Plat • -,echnolo3y!! Some of' hia 
double transf 1·s on Depa?"tn»n.t, s t !-' "mak your s water" ., 

P1e se dO not torg t the P1ate1n of the sJ~InldoExoh nge 
With the cooperat~on or ll ~avenue colle~tors w shoul.d eo~p1 t 
this wo~k before tho new year ~loses ~ To do this everyone mu t 
ass iato Send me blooka~ st~ips » pairs and marg1na1 copies c 
Mount them on US Library Cards wi th your name and addre s s· on 
the ba~k of the eardo A recJ.ept wi ll be returned to the owne-r ., 

e have already found what appear to be a beautif'u.l cracked Plate c 

. Dr Gearhart sends yov. data on a new 
shitt on the 50J=columb1ano · 

Stepbe~ a .Lyon ot Prov1denoe 9 Roio . 
sends this surprise on the st-Bank Note or 1873. 
It is not. liated1 which me~ns that neY finds · 
are still to be f'ound among the · ly Uo So 

WoEoBooker, Jamaiea, Vt o. :. looltn Ho -_.....,..;;;;,.,.~--,~ ...... "'"'"""' 
Ganster ot Norriatownj fao and The ~L0 Behr 
of' Lindsay-~Calif' o are making inquiry about 
Shift Hunting o Looks like three new "Shift 
Hunters" o To these new men w should repeat 
our biblical say1ng= 11Give ·and ye shal.l re ieve"o 
We find that the more ir.f'ormation a Shif't Hunte 
gives out, the more h reei~vea 1n returno 

. r Caspar Derer has made some new finds 
on UoSoR venues ~ Watoh Mr Kings revenue skete es 
in the American Philatelist ror the data 

Did you note the changes in price of' some 
of the , Rev_ nue shirts in the 1930 SoUc8a • 
wi...,h. to co.:ipliment 1-t..z.- King 01·. -.~ veral wise 
readjustments in r gard to lia~ prieen ~ 

-
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