U.S.PLATE VARIETIES

SHIFT HUNTER LETTER

COMPILED ¥PRIOMN THE RECORDS

of
C. W. BEDFORD
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e Dear &hift Hunter: Janpuary 1939
e = e AP Py —d 7.
e s Wil In going thru Mr. Bedford's files I cume across the
2 fio. 14 e following 1letter which appealed to me very much. I

*Twc®. 4Alsc lines in I see very few perfect copiles,
Yignstte apove l=ft These are taken from the "fringe" around my actual-
"Iwo® and the com— %  COllection - where the shifts are 21l arrsenged and ti-
tled as "at top left"; "at bottom right" - etc.

You notice this = if the stamp has shift at T.R. as
¢xample, its diagonal corner seems to have one =---e.g.
top left and bottom vright - odd! Believe I have over
75 dIfTerent shifts in~ the collection. There were 7
0 .~ Dplates 28, 29, 30 & 31 all in gray blaeck as a Tule

Triple Transfer RY 0 wrote Mr. Atherton for permission to publish 4n the

which is similar but . Shift Hunter Leiters which he granted. This was written
different from 712 411- =~ - more than five years ago and we quote ss of that time:
ustrated in the June 1957 : An W
. S.H.L. woich hed no transfer- RANDOK. NOTES ON 2¢ BLACK JACK L umsual 3
of the bell design on top of (by H. P. Atherton) Double Transfer. 3
“left circle. No linee after "E* } Cne of the best that i
of postage and no extre lines I conslider any perfectly centered B.J. with "rea- I have found in C.W'a. i

to left of scroll work surroung- sonable” (i.,e. 17 etc.] cancel should be catalogued collection so far.

ing left "Two®. Also notice @ $1.50 or so and should be sold & arcund a §, as the This is down snd 7
the absence of lines in C stamp 1s a tough bird, when psrfect. (This does not 1o the left. i
of "Oents" and the O of . mean stemp with shift; but the Cormon garcen variety,) 3 %

: Ko. 20 them 50, 51 & 53. Have never seen#Pl. #53, I call 'em-
= Two position dots the #30 group -- gray-black; the #50 group == Intense > ¢
= pnder 98T, black, or jet I:u].m:]«:,Y as those shades seem to predom- Shift-lir. B?‘u'“d
R inate - the 2 groups. The jet Blacks are soft wide 1ine . n&d no notation on
which give the intense black, I think. They rarely sho one and imowing thet his':
clean-cut D.T's, hP]‘.:te Varisties I:;-efof the
Chance for you to write a book on this one st [ Rsviwe were pikd oI e
. and 1ts D.T's. My eyes are worth more to me than rrﬂ? time why fhis was in his °°1E‘-
To. 21 . . ing = book! Have, and cen furnish right smart lot of  °C%ion. It was finelly solved |
- Two positicn dote under ¢ material-- always saved 'em for 25 years - Ainteresting . Py the discovery of position L
: %" and "s* ¥ but not now- am after pmks., and covers etc. !/ dots in the lower left end u#“
There are triple transfera too, note the aingle corners. Futher search re- i
stamp on first pate - at B.L. “vealled other stemps with /@
I have saved "Month Dates” - May is complete ex- -, merkings at the bottom. Fouy’,
cept two. Have maybe 280 of the 53'6% e ;

Those missing- | ; different are illustrated
are "tough"., When a common N.Y. pmk. with clear date in thie 5. H. L. /
(and no year dute) comes in toda ;» the dealer annexes

a price of $1 - to §1.50 on 1t!!! and so am trying to

; No.-22 quit B.J's. as they have actually lost dinterest with
i! Position dots under "U" and me now, . '
. "8" - Notice addition of  © There are several cracked plates and several "scratches" of interest. Have one

verticel line to right
of two dots under
Tight 8%,

pair from bottom row showing "arrow” and think 1t was the first stamp to have ARROW
on the plate. It is rnint1¥ engraved.

Possibly 10% of the B.J's send me in by gone days showed D.T's; but the dealers
pick 'em out now.

Am not bothering to draw "arrows to the points where crime (shift) occur”, as
you'll see 'em better than I can, most 1likely.

The D.T's. at T.R. are sometimes GOOD but they are less common than elsewhere, - J

P T TS et i Sincerely yours, George Black




