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Chapter 12 

 

Plate Numbers 7000-7999 

 

 

     Plate number 7000 was assigned to the 2c Washington sheet stamp in March, 1914 

and plate 7999 was assigned to the 1c Washington sheet stamp in March, 1917.  976 of 

the 1000 plate numbers were assigned to the third Bureau series.  The experiments with 

coil stamps on the rotary press had proved successful and coils were printed for 5 

denominations.  The plate numbers were entered around 1/8 inch from the stamps which 

was far enough away that most were trimmed off during manufacturing.  But cutting of 

the coils was not as precise as in the modern era and I believe many more numbers 

would have been found if collectors were aware of the possibility of their existence.  

Partial plate numbers on these early coils are rare.  Perhaps there is a chance of locating 

some of these plate numbers by checking off-center copies of used coils.  975 plates in 

the 7000 section went to press and 131 of these plates are unreported.  All of the 

unreported plates are coils.  Only 18 coil plates were reported.  2 of these were issued in 

sheets as coil waste and even these are expensive and very scarce. 

 

     The 1c Washington stamp had 221 sheet plates and 24 booklet plates go to press.  

There are many of the 1c plates available imperforate and new ones are occasionally 

discovered.  None of these plates are rare but completion is difficult.  Sometimes the 

chase is really frustrating.  For years I have needed sheet plate 7902.  This is supposedly 

a common number with 17 reports in the plate number survey.  To me, this number is 

rare because all of those copies have managed to be in a different location from me.  I 

will have to throw a party when I finally locate the elusive 7902. (I finally located 7902.  

I did not throw a party.)  4 endwise and 30 sidewise 1c Washington coils went to press 

with only 3 sidewise coils being found. 

 

     The 2c Washington had the most plates to press with 438 and none is really rare but, 

as with any large group, those empty spaces will taunt you.  Again, many of these 2c 

plates are also known in imperforate condition.  The 36 2c booklet plates are not hard.  

6 endwise coil plates were used, all being unreported.  Three design types were used on 

the side coils.  The 2c type I had 12 plates used, all unreported.  The 2c type II had 28 

plates with 8 reported.  Plates 7462 and 7463 were the only plates to produce type II 

coil waste.  These plates are scarce and very expensive.  The post office economy 

practice of releasing remainders of coil stamp press runs as coil waste provided most of 

the copies of these coil plate numbers.  The 2c type III used 59 plates and 6 are 

reported. 

 

     Coils were printed for the 3c, 4c, and 5c stamps.  Out of a total of 10 plates, only one 

4c plate is known.  Check out third Bureau coils when you can.  Any partial plate 

numbers, especially on the earlier four digit plate numbers are rare. 

 

     Small numbers of plates were used to print the 3rd Bureau series higher values and all 

of these plates are easy to find.   
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     Four plates were used early in the 7000 series to finish the 2c Panama-Pacific press 

run.  These four plates occur on the perf 10 variety and are not difficult.  These four 

plates are the only commemoratives in the 7000 section.  Four plate numbers each on 

the 10c special delivery, 1c postage due, and 2c postage due round out the 7000 section. 

 

     Except for the coils, the 7000 section has plenty of material available to go along 

with the 5000 and 6000 sections.  I think a realistic goal in the 7000 section is 800 plate 

numbers.  That would be almost 95% of the reported plate numbers and would be a 

spectacular showpiece.  Next on the agenda is the 8000 section of plates with a new set 

of challenges for the plate number collector. 

 



Chapter 12-7000

 7000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Type Assigned To Press Available Unreported I Have
 
(totals) 1000 975 975 129

3rd Bureau Series
1911 1c Washington 400F 221 221 221 0
1911 1c Washington book 360F 24 24 24 0
1911 1c Washington coil 150R 4 4 4 4
1911 1c Washington coil 170R 33 30 30 27
1911 2c Washington 400F 440 438 438 0
1911 2c Washington book 153R 3 0 0 0
1911 2c Washington book 360F 36 36 36 0
1911 2c Washington coil 60R 1 0 0 0
1911 2c Washington coil 150R 6 6 6 6
1911 2c Washington coil Type I 170R 12 12 12 12
1911 2c Washington coil Type II 170R 28 28 28 18
1911 2c Washington coil Type III 170R 65 59 59 53
1908 3c Washington 400F 8 8 8 0
1908 3c Washington coil 150R 2 2 2 2
1908 3c Washington coil 170R 2 2 2 2
1908 4c Washington 400F 16 16 16 0
1908 4c Washington coil 170R 6 4 4 3
1908 5c Washington 400F 24 24 24 0
1908 5c Washington coil 170R 2 2 2 2
1908 6c Washington 400F 8 8 8 0
1914 7c Washington 400F 8 8 8 0
1911 8c Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1911 10c Franklin 400F 8 8 8 0
1915 11c Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1914 12c Franklin 400F 2 2 2 0
1911 15c Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1914 20c Franklin 200F 1 1 1 0
1911 50c Franklin 200F 4 4 4 0

Commemorative
1912 1c Panama-Pacific 280F 4 0 0 0
1912 2c Panama-Pacific 280F 8 4 4 0

Special Purpose Issues
1902 10c Special Delivery 200F 4 4 4 0

1894 1c Postage Due 400F 4 4 4 0
1894 2c Postage Due 400F 4 4 4 0
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