Chapter 15

Plate Numbers 10000-10999

Plate number 10000 was assigned to a 1¢ Washington offset plate in February, 1919.
Plate 10999 was assigned to a 2c Washington offset plate in March, 1920. The furious
rate at which plates were being assigned abated quite a bit when compared to the 9000
section. July 1, 1919, saw the restoration of the 2c rate. Enough 3c offset plates had
been assigned and no 3c plates exist in the 10000 section. The third Bureau series
dominated with 987 plates being assigned. 920 plates went to press in this section of
1000 plates. 15 of these are still unreported.

The 1c Washington was still being produced by the offset method as this section
started. The last 1c offset plate went to press in March, 1919. The last 1c offset plate
assigned was 10072 in March, 1919 and this plate was not used. Some of these last 46
1c offset plates are quite difficult and 1 plate (10045) is unreported. May, 1919, saw a
resumption of the engraved 1c Washingtons and 272 plates went to press and most of
these are easy to find. Sixteen 1c booklet plates are accounted for. 37 coil plates went
to press with 8 unreported and again we thank coil waste for saving examples of these
plates. The 1c Washington stamp was featured in a very noteworthy event which was
the printing of the first rotary press sheet plates. The first rotary sheet plate number is
10151. All 8 of these rotary plates are easy to find.

Production of the 2c Washington stamp went back into gear with 157 plates to press
and a few of these plates are really difficult to locate. The famous type la appears on
plates 10208 and 10209 and these plates are expensive but not scarce. A bottom
position plate block from the lower left pane of 10208 has two stamps which are type |
and four stamps which are type la. This item is very scarce and is a real showpiece.
Forty 2c booklet plates went to press and some of these numbers are tough. 77 coil
plates were used and 3 are unreported. Again, the coil waste accounts for the majority
of these plates that were found.

The official plate records now show something quite unusual. Normally, plate
numbers were assigned in sequence. Plate number 10817 was assigned to the 1c
Washington stamp on July 19,1920. But plate 10818 was assigned to the 2c offset on
March 5, 1920! In fact, starting with plate 10818, exactly 900 consecutive plates were
assigned to the 2c Washington offset! | can only guess that the offset printers were a
separate section or division within the Bureau. They were apparently given a block of
900 numbers in early March, 1920 which was about 200 numbers ahead of where the
plate number series was at that time. The offset division then worked independently
from the division working with intaglio plates. So we see an overlap of activity with
these two printing divisions. Wallace Cleland wrote an article in the September, 1989,
UNITED STATES SPECIALIST which discusses these unusual plate number
assignment practices. The 182 2c Washington offset plates in the 10000 section
involved 117 of the type IV design and 65 of the type V design. 95 type 1Vs and 46
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type Vs went to press. Three of the type Vs are unreported. There are many scarce to
rare plates in this group of 141 plates. The type V plates are much more difficult.

Before the tidal wave of 2c offsets, a large group of higher value plates was assigned
and sent to press. A few of the 7c plates are scarce but most of the rest are fairly easy to
obtain.

Eight special delivery plates and four 2c postage due plates were used and are not
difficult to find.

The 10000 section is easier than the 9000 section because there are fewer offsets.
The coil waste helps to locate the tough coil plates and, except for the coils and offsets,
a high percentage of completion is possible. Again, | think an accumulation of 800
plates would be an admirable achievement. The unusual method of assigning offset
plate numbers spills in to the 11000 section. Will the BEP do this again? Before we
reenter the murky world of the offsets, it might be a good time to take a look at ways to
build a collection. The challenge to collectors is in finding the plate number and we
will look at collection building possibilities.
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Chapter 15-10000

10000 Series Totals
Series|Subject Plate Type Assigned|To Press|Available Unreported || Have
(totals) 1000 920 920 15

3rd Bureau Series
1911 1c Washington 400F 277 272 272 0
1911 1c Washington 400R 9 8 8 0
1911 1c Washington book 360F 16 16 16 0
1911 |1c Washington coil 150R 6 6 6 4
1911 |1c Washington coil 170R 31 31 31 4
1918 1c Washington offset 400 73 46 46 1
1911 /2c Washington 400F 158 157 157 0
1911 /2c Washington Type la 400F 2 2 2 0
1911 2c Washington book 360F 40 40 40 0
1911 2c Washington coil 150R 2 2 2 2
1911 2c Washington coil type Ill 170R 79 75 75 1
1920 2c Washington offset type IV |400 117 95 95 0
1920 2c Washington offset type V. |400 65 46 46 3
1908 [4c Washington 400F 4 4 4 0
1908 5¢ Washington 400F 28 28 28 0
1908 6¢ Washington 400F 8 8 8 0
1914 7c Washington 400F 20 20 20 0
1911 8¢ Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1911/ 10c Franklin 400F 24 24 24 0
1914/ 12c¢ Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1911/ 15c Franklin 400F 12 12 12 0
1914/ 20c Franklin 400F 8 8 8 0

Special Purpose Issues
1902 10c Special Delivery 200F 9 8 8 0
1894 2c Postage Due 400F 4 4 4 0
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