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Chapter 17 

 

Plate Numbers 11000-11999 

 

 

     The 11000 section is dominated by the 2c Washington offset issues.  900 of these 

offset plates were assigned within a 5 month period.  The block of 100 numbers (11718 

through 11817) assigned to stamp plates other than the offsets covered a four month 

period.   

 

     The 1c Washington flat plate stamp required 22 of the 100 non-offset plates and 21 

were used and reported and none is really difficult.  Two rotary sheet plates were used 

and these continue to be easy.  Eight coils went to press and all are reported.  Hooray 

for the coil waste. 

 

     The 2c Washington intaglio stamps were still printed in the booklets and coils.  The 

8 booklets are not difficult, but the 26 coils have 3 unreported.  Coil waste helps with 

the others but many of these plates are rare. 

 

     The 2c Washington offsets still appear to be processed separately from the remainder 

of the stamps.  A block of 900 plate numbers was assigned to the offsets starting with 

plate 10818.  After the last of these (11717), 100 plates were assigned to non-offset 

items.  Starting with plate 11818, another block was assigned to the offsets, this time 

ending with 12417 for a total of 600 numbers.  The 900 offset plates in the 11000 

section come in three types (V, Va, and VI) and three plate sizes (400, 800, and 1600 

subjects).  It would be interesting to see an uncut sheet of a 1600 subject plate.  Proof 

sheets of these offset plates are located in the U.S. Postal Museum.  These proof sheets 

are printed on thin paper and are folded for storage.  Most of the plates were of the 

familiar 400 subject size.  298 type V plates were assigned and 256 went to press.  Four 

of these have never been found and many of these are scarce to rare.  472 type Va plates 

were assigned, 411 went to press and 7 of these are unreported.  130 type VI plates were 

assigned, 103 went to press and 3 are unreported.  All types of the offsets have many 

scarce to rare plates.  If you collect the offsets, never pass up a number you do not have 

- you may not get a second chance!   

 

     At the Pacific ‘97 show, I was looking through a small group of offset plate blocks 

and I found a top plate block of the type V stamp with plate number 1233.  So I quickly 

bought this plate even though I had a bottom position copy of this plate.  The reason I 

grabbed it is that the plate number is missing one digit and should read 11233.  This 

variety also exists on 11266 which reads 1266 on the top position plate block of the 

upper left pane.   

 

     Four plates each were used on the 5c and 7c Washington stamps, and on the 9c, 10c, 

and 20c Franklin stamps.  All of these plates are common.  Four plates were used to 

print the special delivery stamp and these are common. 
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     The 11000 series is tough.  867 plates went to press and 17 are unreported.  The 

offsets make it very difficult to show a very large percentage of completion.  A writer 

years ago in the SPECIALIST suggested that a skeptic should try to assemble even 200 

numbers in this group.  It is a challenge but the challenge provides the juice and 

incentive to go out and accomplish great things.  I believe an ambitious and determined 

collector can do much better than 200 plates in this series. 

 

     The offsets are not yet ready to disappear.  How many more plate numbers will they 

gobble up?  We will next examine the 12000 section to get answers to this burning 

question. 

 



Chapter 17-11000

 11000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Type Assigned To Press Available Unreported I Have
 
(totals) 1000 867 867 16

3rd Bureau Series
1911 1c Washington 400F 22 21 21 0
1911 1c Washington 400R 2 2 2 0
1911 1c Washington book 360F 9 8 8 0
1911 1c Washington coil 170R 8 8 8 0
1911 2c Washington book 360F 8 8 8 0
1911 2c Washington coil type III 170R 26 26 26 3
1920 2c Washington offset type V 400 266 234 234 4
1920 2c Washington offset type V 1600 32 22 22 0
1920 2c Washington offset type Va 400 457 403 403 6
1920 2c Washington offset type Va 1600 15 8 8 0
1920 2c Washington offset type VI 400 83 73 73 1
1920 2c Washington offset type VI 800 21 18 18 1
1920 2c Washington offset type VI 1600 26 12 12 1
1908 5c Washington 400F 4 4 4 0
1914 7c Washington 400F 4 4 4 0
1914 9c Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1911 10c Franklin 400F 4 4 4 0
1914 20c Franklin 400F 5 4 4 0

Special Purpose Issues
1902 10c Special Delivery 200F 4 4 4 0
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