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Chapter 28 

 

Plate Numbers 21000-21999 

 

 

     The 21000 section set a record for longevity with plate 21000 assigned in August, 

1932 to the 3c Stuart Washington sheet stamps and plate 21999 assigned in July, 1938 

to the 2c Adams sheet stamp of the new 5th Bureau series.  This section included more 

historic changes with the ending of the 4th Bureau series and the start of the 5th Bureau 

series - the Presidentials - in 1938.  The rotary press was firmly in control of stamp 

production.  The plates lasted longer and printed many more impressions than the flat 

plates.  Commemorative plates used more than a third of the 1000 plates. 

 

     The 4th Bureau series ended its 16 year run in the 21000 section.  Only 6 plates on 

values above 3c went to press and they pose no difficulties for the collector.  The 1c 

Franklin ended its run with 53 plates and most are easy to find.  The 1.5c Harding put 

36 sheet and 6 coil plates to press.  Only plate 21094 on the 1.5c sheet stamp is difficult.  

The coils can all be found but are not so easy.  There was some work going on at the 

BEP involving experiments with electric-eye plates.  These experiments would continue 

into the new 5th Bureau series.  The experiments were only on the 2c Washington sheet 

stamp and the plate numbers were placed either 3 up or 3 down from the corner of the 

sheet.  28 of these plates were used and none is scarce.  The big news on the coil front 

was the change in location of the plate numbers from around 1/16th inch from the stamp 

design to about 1/8th inch.  This change was made on the last 24 3c Stuart Washington 

coil plates and, as a result, only four of these have been found and they are rare.  I 

consider the 20 unreported wide spaced Stuart Washington coil plates to be unavailable 

to the collector.    Collector squawks made a difference because the BEP returned coil 

plate numbers to their normal location starting with the 5th Bureau series.  349 plates 

went to press and at least 300 can be fairly easily found. 

 

     Plate number 21823, a 1c Washington sheet stamp, is the first plate of the new 5th 

Bureau series, also known as the Presidentials.  Collectors really chased these plate 

numbers and most plates are very common.  Only one 1c coil is unreported.  Three of 

the 1c Washington sheet plates had short runs on the press and are scarce.  These plates 

are 21834, 21864, and 21868.  The cheapest of the 3 is cataloged at $400 in the Durland 

catalog.  Collector interest in these plates is so much less today than when thousands of 

collectors chased them that I doubt these high prices can be sustained.  Only 8 values of 

the new series appeared, using 103 plates, and a high percentage of completion is easily 

obtained. 

 

     The commemoratives were quite active and 314 plates went to press and all are easy.  

The Farley special printings occurred in this section and the availability of imperforate 

varieties add a lot of interest.  The National Parks set is very attractive.  Most 

commemorative issues used only a handful of plates and they make it possible to get a 

lot of plates very quickly. 
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     The air mail stamps remained active with the 6c and 8c winged globe and the Trans-

Pacific issues.  The 50c Zeppelin stamp was printed from four plates.  Most of the 

interest involved the 6c bicolor eagle air mail.  I think this is one of the most attractive 

stamps ever issued by the US.  Two colors meant that collectors could scramble for 

combinations again.  All of the air mail plates used are common.  The air mail special 

delivery stamps are in this section. 

 

     The 10c postal savings stamp of 1910 was reissued with two plates used.  The very 

interesting thing about these two plates is the reappearance of the BEP imprint along 

with a solid five point star! 

 

     The 21000 section had 858 plates to press with 838 plates available and 1 plate 

unreported.  A high percentage of completion is possible and 800 plates could be a 

reasonable first objective.  As with the 20000 section, mounting of these plates in plate 

number order makes a fascinating display.  The 4th Bureau series ended in 1938 and the 

next chapter will take a look at the entire series. 

 



Chapter 28-21000

 21000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Type Assigned To Press Available Unreported I Have
 
(totals) 1000 858 832 1

4th Bureau Series
1922 1c Franklin 400R 74 53 53 0
1930 1.5c Harding 400R 42 36 36 0
1930 1.5c Harding coil 170R 8 6 6 0
1922 2c Washington 400R 40 36 36 0
1922 3c Lincoln 400R 2 2 2 0
1932 3c Washington 400R 156 136 136 0
1932 3c Washington book 360R 10 10 10 0
1932 3c Washington coil 170R 71 64 44 0
1922 11c Hayes 400R 5 1 1 0
1922 12c Cleveland 400R 2 2 2 0
1925 13c Harrison 400R 1 1 1 0
1922 15c Statue of Liberty 400R 2 2 2 0
1922 20c Golden Gate 400R 2 0 0

5th Bureau Series
1938 0.5c Franklin 400R 8 6 6 0
1938 1c Washington 400R 24 23 23 0
1938 1c Washington coil 170R 13 6 6 1
1938 1.5c M. Washington 400R 16 15 15 0
1938 1.5c M. Washington coil 170R 4 4 4 0
1938 2c Adams 400R 9 9 9 0
1938 2c Adams coil 170R 4 4 4 0
1938 3c Jefferson 400R 16 16 16 0
1938 3c Jefferson book 360R 4 4 4 0
1938 3c Jefferson coil 170R 4 4 4 0
1938 4c Madison 400R 4 2 2 0
1938 4.5c White House 400R 4 2 2 0
1938 6c J. Q. Adams 400R 4 4 4 0
1938 8c van Buren 400R 4 4 4 0

Commemorative
1932 3c Washington Bicent. 400R 12 6 6 0
1932 3c Webster 400F 12 12 12 0
1932 3c Penn 400F 12 12 12 0
1933 3c Oglethorpe 400F 16 16 16 0
1933 3c Newburgh 400R 7 6 6 0
1933 1c Century of Progress 400R 10 10 10 0
1933 1c Century Souvenir Sheet 225F 3 2 2 0
1933 3c Century of Progress 400R 8 8 8 0
1933 3c Century Souvenir Sheet 225F 3 2 2 0
1933 3c N. R. A. 400R 14 14 14 0
1933 3c Byrd 200F 4 4 4 0
1933 3c Byrd Souvenir Sheet 150F 3 1 1 0
1933 5c Kosciusko 400F 4 4 4 0
1934 3c Maryland 400F 8 8 8 0
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1934 3c Mothers 200F 8 4 4 0
1934 3c Mothers 200R 10 10 10 0
1934 3c Wisconsin 200F 8 8 8 0
1934 1c National Park 50F 1 0 0
1934 1c National Park 200F 8 8 8 0
1934 1c National Park Souv. Sheet 120F 1 1 1 0
1934 2c National Park 50F 1 0 0
1934 2c National Park 200F 8 8 8 0
1934 3c National Park 50F 1 0 0
1934 3c National Park 200F 9 9 9 0
1934 3c National Park Souv. Sheet 120F 1 1 1 0
1934 4c National Park 50F 1 0 0
1934 4c National Park 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 5c National Park 200F 5 4 4 0
1934 6c National Park 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 7c National Park 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 8c National Park 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 9c National Park 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 10c National Park 200F 5 4 4 0
1934 10c National Park Souv. Sheet 36F 2 2 2 0
1935 3c Connecticut Territory 200R 6 6 6 0
1935 3c San Diego 200R 6 6 6 0
1935 3c Boulder Dam 50F 1 0 0
1935 3c Boulder Dam 200F 12 12 12 0
1935 3c Michigan 200R 6 4 4 0
1936 3c Texas 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c TIPEX Souv. Sheet 4F 1 0 0
1936 3c TIPEX Souv. Sheet 120F 3 2 2 0
1936 3c Rhode Island 50F 1 0 0
1936 3c Rhode Island 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c Arkansas 50F 1 0 0
1936 3c Arkansas 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c Oregon 50F 1 0 0
1936 3c Oregon 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c Anthony 100F 1 0 0
1936 3c Anthony 400R 4 4 4 0
1936 1c Army 50F 1 0 0
1936 1c Army 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 2c Army 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c Army 50F 1 0 0
1936 3c Army 200R 5 4 4 0
1936 4c Army 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 5c Army 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 1c Navy 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 2c Navy 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 3c Navy 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 4c Navy 200R 4 4 4 0
1936 5c Navy 200R 4 4 4 0
1937 5c Virginia Dare 48F 1 0 0
1937 5c Virginia Dare 192F 5 4 4 0
1937 3c NW Territory 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c NW terrotory 200R 4 4 4 0
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1937 3c Constitution 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c Constitution 200R 4 4 4 0
1937 3c Hawaii 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c Hawaii 200R 4 4 4 0
1937 3c Alaska 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c Alaska 200R 4 4 4 0
1937 3c Puerto Rico 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c Puerto Rico 200R 5 4 4 0
1937 3c Virgin Islands 50F 1 0 0
1937 3c Virgin Islands 200R 4 4 4 0
1938 3c Ratification 200R 4 4 4 0
1938 3c Delaware 192F 8 8 8 0

Special Purpose Issues
1932 8c Winged Globe 200R 6 6  0
1933 50c Zeppelin 200F 4 4 4 0
1934 6c Winged Globe 200R 8 6 6 0
1935 25c Trans Pacific 200F 4 4 4 0
1937 20c Trans Pacific 200F 4 4 4 0
1937 50c Trans Pacific 200F 4 4 4 0
1938 6c Eagle frame 100F 12 12 12 0
1938 6c Eagle center 50F 34 34 34 0
1938 6c Eagle center 100F 1 0 0

1934 16c Air Mail Special Delivery 200F 4 4 4 0
1936 16c Air Mail Spec. Del. frame 100F 4 4 4 0
1936 16c Air Mail Spec. Del. center 50F 8 8 8 0

1910 10c Postal Savings 400F 2 2 2 0

Experimental EE Dashes 400R 2 0 0

1922 5c Modeling 100F 1 0 0
1922 8c Modeling 100F 1 0 0
1922 11c Modeling 100F 1 0 0
1922 15c Modeling 100F 1 0 0
1922 25c Modeling 100F 1 0 0
1922 30c Modeling 100F 1 0 0

P.O. Exhibit 400R 2 0 0
P.O. Exhibit 360R 2 0 0
P.O. Exhibit 150R 2 0 0
P.O. Exhibit 170R 2 0 0
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