Chapter 37

Plate Numbers 28000-28999

Plate number 28000 was assigned in December, 1964, to the 5¢c Washington sheet
stamp of 1963. The section ended in February, 1967, when plate 28999 was assigned to
the 5¢ Erie Canal commemorative stamp. Two major events occurred in this section.
The first was the introduction of the Prominent Americans series, or the seventh Bureau
series. The second event was the introduction of a technological process at the BEP
where offset lithography was combined with intaglio printing. This process began with
the Homemakers stamp which had printing plates in the 27000 section. But the
Homemakers offset plates were not assigned numbers in the postage stamp series. The
5¢ Stevenson stamp of 1965 was the first stamp in over 40 years to have offset plates
assigned in the postage stamp plate number series. A decision was made to place the
offset plate numbers on the margins of the sheet so they would be trimmed during
production of post office panes. Therefore, the offset plate numbers are not available
unless a production error causes a miscut and this did happen on rare occasions. | wish
the offset numbers had been printed on the issued panes. It would have made for a
merry chase for combinations and would have given collectors many more plate
numbers to accumulate.

The Liberty series began to approach the end with the announcement of a new
regular issue. Only 19 plates were assigned to the 1954 series stamps with 136 numbers
assigned to the 1963 stamps. 126 plates went to press with 28 unreported coils. The 4c
Lincoln sheet plates 28006 and 28007 had only 6553 impressions and are known only
precancelled. These plates are scarce. Since most of these plates are booklets and coils,
locating a lot of these late Liberty series plates is a tough task.

The seventh Bureau series made an appearance in 1965 after an 11 year span for the
sixth Bureau series. It is interesting to note that there was a new 5¢ Washington sheet
and coil stamp for the new 1965 issue, but the 1963 Washington design was retained for
the booklet stamps. 181 plates in the new series were assigned with 177 to press. 36
coil plates are unreported. The sheet plates are easy to locate and the coils, as usual, are
difficult. The BEP was continuing experiments with tagging stamps and many of these
plates are available both with and without the luminescent tagging. Some plates are
common one way and scarce the other way. | never could get excited about the tagging
since it is mostly invisible without special lighting equipment.

The 5c¢ flag definitive production continued with 19 plates to press with none being
really difficult.

As with the 27000 section, most of the news and action concerned the
commemorative plates. The new printing technique involved combining intaglio and
offset printing. Starting with the 1965 5c Stevenson stamp, the offset plates were
assigned numbers in the postage stamp plate number series but the numbers were
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trimmed from the finished product. This meant there are a lot more gaps in the
consecutive number series for collectors. The 5c Stevenson stamp used 9 intaglio plates
and 32 offset plates. If these offset plates had been available to collectors, there would
have been some real rarities since some of these plates had very few impressions.

The BEP still made frequent use of multiple intaglio passes since many of the stamps
in this section had two plate numbers. Collectors were excited by the 1965 Florida
stamp which required three intaglio passes. This was the first stamp to have three plate
numbers on the post office pane! The BEP took care to avoid massive combinations
and rarities and the Florida stamp ended up with 32 combinations. There could have
been 64 combinations since 4 plates of each ‘color’ were used.

The 1964 Register and Vote stamp made a return appearance with 24 plates. Some
of these plates had relatively few impressions, but they were avidly collected and none
is very scarce. The 6th International Philatelic Exhibition had a 5c¢ stamp and 5c
souvenir sheet printed using the intaglio and offset method. The SIPEX souvenir sheets
had the plate numbers trimmed off but production errors did occur. As a result, all four
intaglio plates and 2 of the offset plates of the souvenir sheet have been found. These 6
plates are real rarities. 575 commemorative plates were assigned in the 28000 section.
427 went to press and 333 are available to collectors. All but the 6 SIPEX souvenir
sheet plates are easily available.

Two special delivery and 48 air mail plates went to press and there are no problems
with these except for two unreported 8c Capitol coil plates.

The 28000 section saw 799 plates to press with 705 available to collectors. With just
66 unreported plates, this section is the easiest section since the 25000 section. The 705
plates available to collectors is the fewest of any section so far. Will this trend
continue? Inquiring minds may want to read the next chapter for insights into this
puzzle but they will have wait an additional chapter because we next will look at the
plate numbers of the Liberty series.
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Chapter 37-28000

28000 Series Totals

Series |Subject Plate Type Assigned|To Press|Available|Unreported |l Have
(totals) 1000 799 705 69
6th Bureau Series (Liberty Series)
1954 1.25¢ Palace of Governors coil |432R 2 2 2 2
1954 | 4c¢ Lincoln 400R 9 5 5 0
1954 20c Monticello 400R 4 4 4 0
1954 25c Revere 400R 2 0 0
1954 25c¢ Revere coll 432R 2 2 2 0
1963 | 1c Jackson 400R 2 2 2 0
1963 1c Jackson coll 432R 2 2 2 0
1963 5¢ Washington 400R 18 0 0
1963 5¢ Washington book slogan 3 |360R 41 39 39 0
1963 5¢ Washington coil 432R 73 70 70 29
7th Bureau Series (Prominent Americans)
1965 1.25¢ Gallatin 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 2c Wright 400R 4 4 4 0
1965 4c Lincoln 400R 30 29 29 0
1965 4c Lincoln coil 432R 11 10 10 2
1965 5¢ Washington 400R 38 38 38 0
1965 5¢ Washington coil 432R 80 80 80 34
1965 6¢ Roosevelt 400R 4 4 4 0
1965 8¢ Einstein 400R 5 4 4 0
1965 10c Jackson 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 |25c Douglass 400R 3 2 2 0
1965 $5 Moore 400R 2 2 2 0
Special Definitives
1963 5c Flag 400R 21 19 19 0
Commemorative
1964 5c Register & Vote 200R 29 24 24 0
1965 5¢ Appomattox 200R 12 6 6 0
1965 5c Physical Fitness 200R 3 3 3 0
1965 5c Cancer | 200R 7 6 6 0
1965/ 5¢ Cancer |l 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 5¢c Magna Carta | 200R 5 4 4 0
1965 5¢c Magna Carta Il 200R 5 4 4 0
1965 5¢ Churchill 200R 8 4 4 0
1965 5c Dante Alighieri 200R 4 4 4 0
1965 5c Salvation Army 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 5c U. N. Cooperation 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 11c Telecommunications | 200R 3 2 2 0
1965 11c Telecommunications I 200R 3 2 2 0
1965 5¢ Fulton 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 5c Florida 1 200R 7 4 4 0
1965 5c Florida 2 200R 6 4 4 0
1965 5c¢ Florida 3 200R 9 4 4 0
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Chapter 37-28000

1965|5¢ Christmas 200R 20 17 17 0
1965|5¢c Hoover 200R 4 4 4 0
1965 |5c¢ Traffic Safety 1 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 |5c¢ Traffic Safety 2 200R 7 4 4 0
1965|5c Copley 200R 8 6 6 0
1965 |5c Stevenson 200R 11 9 9 0
1965 5¢c Stevenson offset 200L 41 32 0

1966 |5c¢ Indiana 1 200R 5 4 4 0
1966|5c¢ Indiana 2 400R 8 6 6 0
1966|5c Migratory Bird 1 200R 5 4 4 0
1966 |5¢ Migratory Bird 2 200R 5 4 4 0
1966 |5¢c Humane Treatment 200R 11 9 9 0
1966 |5¢c Humane Treatment offset  |200R 9 5 0

1966 |5¢ Circus 1 200R 7 6 6 0
1966|5c Circus 2 200R 6 4 4 0
1966 |5¢ SIPEX 200R 7 6 6 0
1966|5c SIPEX offset 200R 8 5 0

1966 |5c SIPEX Sheet 400R 5 4 4 0
1966 |5¢c SIPEX Sheet offset 200R 14 12 2 0
1966 |5c¢ Bill of Rights 1 200R 7 6 6 0
1966 |5¢ Bill of Rights 2 200R 7 6 6 0
1966 |5¢c National Parks 200R 7 6 6 0
1966|5¢ National Parks offset 200L 3 1 0

1966 |5¢c Marine Corps 200R 9 8 8 0
1966 |5¢ Marine Corps offset 200R 9 6 0

1966 |5¢ Polish Millenium 200R 4 4 4 0
1966 |5¢ Johnny Appleseed 1 200R 5 4 4 0
1966 |5¢c Johnny Appleseed 2 200R 7 6 6 0
1966|5¢c Women's Clubs 1 200R 9 8 8 0
1966 |5¢ Women's Clubs 2 200R 7 6 6 0
1966|5¢c Christmas 200R 39 29 29 0
1966 |5¢ Christmas offset 200R 31 21 0

1966|5c Beautify U.S. 1 200R 7 4 4 0
1966 |5¢c Beautify U.S. 2 200R 10 8 8 0
1966 |5¢ Savings Bonds 200R 11 8 8 0
1966 |5¢ Savings Bonds offset 200R 12 10 0

1966 |5¢ Mary Cassatt 1 200R 7 6 6 0
1966 |5c Mary Cassatt 2 200R 7 4 4 0
1966 |5¢c Great River Road 200R 14 10 10 0
1966 |5c Great River Road offset 200R 8 4 0

1967 |5c National Grange 1 200R 5 4 4 0
1967 |5c National Grange 2 200R 5 4 4 0
1967|5c¢ Erie Canal 200R 6 4 4 0
1967 |5¢ Mississippi 1 200R 1 0 0

1967 |5¢ Mississippi 2 200R 1 0 0

1967 |5c Canada 1 200R 10 8 8 0
1967|5c Canada 2 200R 10 0 0

Special Purpose Issues

1959 25c¢ Lincoln Air Mail 200R 2 2 2 0
1961 13c Liberty Bell 200R 5 4 4 0
1961 15c Statue Of Liberty 200R 17 10 10 0
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Chapter 37-28000

1963 |8c Capitol 400R 12 12 12
1963 |8c Capitol book slogan 3 360R 20 18 18
1963 |8c Capitol coil 432R 9 2 2
1967 |8c Alaska 200R 1 0 0
1954 |30c Special Delivery 200R 2 2 2
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28873-28874
5¢ River Road
offset plates
unavailable
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28881-28882 B N 28885
CChnStmaS ....lll--..... I sesssssRRREN 50 R|VerRoad

offset plates ‘-_ - not used
unavailable '

28891-28892
5¢ Washington
side coil
unreported

28886-28887 28888

5c Washington 5c River Road
side coil not used

unreported

L
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28894-28895
5¢ Christmas
offset plates

unavailable

28896
5¢c Washington
side coll
rare, not in collection
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28898-28899 28900 28901

5c Christmas 5c Washington 5¢c Washington
offset plates side coil side coll
unavailable rare, not in collection unreported

SsseBEEDS

sesnomepe

SAYMIV
cled>

300044Z 35N
10004147 35N
IVIN 4NOAOL

(AR N E RN NN ]

..O..I.t.l.{t-..oll-.-.n

™
L]
.
.
-
.
L]
=
.
.
-
.
W e
.
-
.
.
.
L
°
L]
°
L]
-

28906 28907 28908 28909

5c Washington 5c Washington 5c Christmas Sc Washington
side coil side coil offset plates side coil

rare, not in collection _ unreported unavailable see plate 28897

28910-28917
5c Washington
side coil
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28909-28912 28913
5¢ Washington Sc Washington
side coil side coil
unreported

28917
5¢c Washington
side coil
see plate 28897

28923
5c Washington
side coil
see plate 28927

28922
5c Flag
not used

28927-28923
5c Washington
side coil

28920
5c Christmas
offset plates
unavailable

28924 28925
5c Washington 5¢ Flag

master plates
not used

side coll
unreported

28916
5¢ Washington
side coil
unreported

28926
5¢ Washington
side coil
unreported




28928
5c Washington
side coil
unreported

28929
5¢ Washington
side coll
see plate 28938

28938-28929
5c Washington
side coil

28939
5¢c Washington
side caoil
unreported

é\\‘;{leGTUNLgC
28942-28943 Z Tomipdi
5c Washington 31> £
side coil -

28944-28945
5S¢ National Grange
master plates
not used
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28932-28937
5c Washington
side coil
unreported
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28941
25c Douglass
not finished
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28947
5c Washington
side caoil
rare, not in collection
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28964-28948 7
5¢c Washington (&
side coil

ssesmpomn

28949 28950 -t 28952-28953
5c Washington |} 5c Washington et 4c Lincoln
side coil side coil side coil
rare, not in collection unreported kT unreported
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28959
5c Washington
side coil
unreported
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5c Washington S o A ¢
side coil b = I 2

L UNITED STATE
STATES

il | UNITED

P




28962-28961
5c Washington
side coll

28964
5c Washington
side coil
see plate 28948

(=]

28965
5¢c Washington
side coil
unreported
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28966-28967
5¢ Canada
Mmaster plates
not used

28973
5c Washington
side coil
see plate 28960

28978
8c Alaska Airmail
master plate
not used
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28974
5¢ Washington
side coil
unreported

28970-28971

5S¢ Mississippi

master plates
not used

28975-28976
5¢c Canada
master plates
not used
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28977
5c Erie Canal
master plate
not used

28981
5¢ Canada
not used




28983
5c Erie Canal 28984
not used 5¢ Canada
not used

28986 __tld — 28989
5c Canada 5c Canada
not used r not used
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28992-28993
5c Canada
not used

28995:

....'.II..........................

28996-28997
5¢c Canada
not used

128998
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28999.
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