Chapter 41

Plate Numbers 31000-31999

Plate number 31000 was assigned to an offset plate for the 6¢ Botanical Congress
stamp in April, 1969, and plate 31999 was assigned to an offset plate for the 6¢ South
Carolina stamp in June, 1970. The historic Man on the Moon resulted in a
commemorative stamp in perhaps the biggest news event of the 15 months of the 31000
section. Most of the plates in this section were assigned to the 6¢ flag stamps and to
commemoratives. The 9 color Huck press consumed 501 of the plate numbers. The
1970 Christmas stamps were printed by a private contractor using the photogravure
method. These stamps used plate numbers in the BEP’s postage stamp plate number
series.

The Prominent Americans series seemed to be a minor event in this section with
only 134 plates assigned. Never before had the current regular issue of stamps used
such a small percentage of the plate numbers. The 6¢ Eisenhower stamp replaced the 6¢
Roosevelt and this was probably due to politics. The 400 subject booklets remained
almost unobtainable as only 2 of the 18 plates were found. The coils were really tough
with 19 of 39 plates unreported. The sheet plates are no problem to locate except for 6¢
Roosevelt plate 31462 which printed only 2352 impressions and is known only
precancelled. Only 105 Prominent Americans plates went to press with 22 unreported.

The flag definitives were quite active in this section. The 6c flag sheet stamp run on
the Giori press ended with 25 plates to press and some of these are troublesome to
locate. The 9 color Huck press began printing the 6¢ flag sheet stamp which was then
issued in August, 1970. Many matched set plate block collectors had apparently given
up on the 9 color Huck press after the 1968 and 1969 Christmas issues and the number
of plate number copies saved on the 6¢c flag seems to have dropped dramatically. 41
plates were used on this stamp and none is rare but completion is not easy. The 6c flag
coil used the most plates in this section with 208 going to press. Only two have been
found, probably from the same find that found the 6c flag coil plates mentioned in the
30000 section chapter.

The big news in the commemoratives involved Christmas stamps. The 1969
Christmas stamp was printed by the 9 color Huck press. This time, only two of the
three printing units were put to use and the sheet margins showed streams of red and
green plate numbers. This issue did not begin to approach the complexity of the 1968
issue. The experiments on the new press were over and far fewer plates were required
to print this stamp. George Godin studied the plate usage on this stamp and was able to
come up with a list of all possible strip combinations. | am not aware of any collector
completing all possible plate strips of this stamp. 65 red plates and 119 green plates
were used on this stamp and completion is possible since there are no rare plates. But
some plates are scarce, and many collectors seemed to ignore this stamp, so completion
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is not easy. This stamp was experimentally precancelled for use in four cities and plates
showing the precancel add interest to a plate number display of this stamp.

A few collectors, including myself, were hoping for a third 9 color Huck Christmas
stamp in 1970 but it was not to be. The post office farmed this issue out to a private
contractor and the stamps were printed by photogravure using plate numbers in the
BEP’s series. An extra item of interest here is that the 6¢ Nativity stamp and the 6¢
Toys stamps were intentionally precancelled for use in 68 cities. The precancel lines
were printed from one of the plates so these stamps have different plate number
combinations from the un-precancelled stamps.

The remainder of the commemoratives were intaglio and offset-intaglio printed and
the plate numbers can be easily found. 436 plates were assigned to the
commemoratives with 390 to press and 313 available to collectors. All 313 plates are
reported.

77 plates were assigned for air mail stamps with 46 to press and 32 available to
collectors. The two 10c air mail coil plates are unreported. The 1959 Lincoln air mail
stamp ended its run with four plates. The last two, 31615 and 31648, are scarce and
hard to find. The 10c Moon Landing commemorative generated a lot of interest and 15
plates were required to print this stamp and all are common.

The special delivery rate increased to 45c¢ and all nine plates used for this stamp
appear in this section. Plate 31492 is a bit scarcer than the others but none of these nine
plates is really difficult.

The 30000 section set a new low in that only 624 of the 1000 plates assigned were
available to collectors. This low record was smashed by the 31000 section. 824 plates
went to press, but only 514 are available to collectors. But since relatively few of the
plates used were booklet and 432 subject coil plates, a high percentage of the available
plates can be found. An aggressive collector can shoot for a 90% completion rate since
only 19 plates were unreported.

Is it possible for the number of available plates in a section to fall even further? This
burning question will be answered as we look at the 32000 section in the next chapter.
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Chapter 41-31000

31000 Series Totals
Series |Subject Plate Type Assigned |To Press |Available |Unreported | Have
(totals) 1000 824 514 19
7th Bureau Series (Prominent Americans)
1965 1c Jefferson 400R 11 11 11 0
1965 1c Jefferson book 400R 6 6 2 0
1965 6¢ Roosevelt 400R 14 7 7 0
1965 6¢ Roosevelt book 360R 4 1 1 1
1965 6¢ Roosevelt book 400R 8 4 0
1965 6¢ Roosevelt coil 432R 43 31 31 11
1965 8c Einstein 400R 6 5 5 0
1965 12c Ford 400R 4 4 4 0
1965|25c Douglass 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 30c Dewey 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 40c Paine 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 50c Stone 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 $1 O'Neill 400R 2 2 2 0
1970 6¢ Eisenhower 400R 8 8 8 0
1970 6¢ Eisenhower book 360R 4 2 2 0
1970 6¢ Eisenhower book 400R 8 8 3 0
1970 6¢ Eisenhower caoill 432R 8 8 8 5
Flags Series
1968 6¢ Flag 400R 36 25 25 0
1968 6¢ Flag 80R 49 41 41 0
1968 6¢ Flag Coil 72R 258 208 2 0
Commemoratives
1969 6¢ Botannical Congress 200R 1 1 1 0
1969 6¢ Botannical Congress ¢ 200L 11 10 0
1969 6¢ California 200R 11 10 10 0
1969 6¢ California offset 200L 2 1 0
1969 6¢ Christmas red 40R 67 65 65 0
1969 6¢ Christmas green 40R 127 119 119 0
1969 6¢ Dartmouth 200R 4 4 4 0
1969 6¢ Powell 200R 10 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Powell offset 200L 6 5 0
1969 6¢ Alabama 200R 10 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Alabama offset 200L 6 6 0
1969 6¢ Football 200R 9 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Football offset 200L 6 1 0
1969 6¢ Baseball 200R 11 9 9 0
1969 6¢ Baseball offset 200L 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Eisenhower 128R 10 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Crippled Children 200R 11 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Crippled Children offse 200L 8 8 0
1969 6¢ Harnett 128R 15 14 14 0
1969 6¢ Harnett offset 128L 12 8 0
1970 6¢ Natural History 128R 19 16 16 0
1970 6¢ Natural History offset | 128L 22 20 0
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Chapter 41-31000

1970|6¢c Masters 200R 9 7 7 0
1970|6¢ Masters offset 200L 2 1 0
1970|6¢ Christmas Toys 200C 8 8 8 0
1970|6¢ Maine 200R 9 8 8 0
1970|6¢ Maine offset 200L 8 8 0
1970|6¢ Nativity 200C 8 8 8 0
1970|6¢ Wildlife 200R 4 4 4 0
1970|6¢ South Carolina 200R 1 0 0
1970|6¢ South Carolina offset |200L 1 1 0
Special Purpose Issues
1959 25c¢ Air Mail 200R 5 4 4 0
1961 15c Air Mail 200R 5 5 5 0
1967 10c Air Mail 400R 4 3 3 0
1967 10c Air Mail Coll 432R 2 2 2 2
1968 20c Air Mail 200R 3 3 3 0
1968 20c Air Mail offset 200L 2 0 0
1969/ 10c Moon Landing 128R 32 15 15 0
1969 10c Moon Landing offset | 128L 24 14 0
1969 45c Special Delivery 200R 10 9 9 0
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6c Eisenhower book
rare, not in collection
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6¢ Natural History 6¢c Eisenhower book

offset plates rare, not in collection
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