Chapter 47

Plate Numbers 36000-36999

Plate number 36000 was assigned to a 10c Mariner commemorative offset plate in
February, 1975 and 36999 was assigned to the 13c Aviation commemorative stamp in
February, 1976. This section of 1000 numbers was very frustrating to me and many
other plate number collectors in that the USPS refused to make available much of the
information about plates in this section. The plate number reports from the BEP and the
post office had, in years past, given collectors timely and important information about
the hobby, and the relationship between these government entities and collectors
seemed to be one of mutual cooperation and respect. It could be that personnel changes
at the BEP prevented accumulation and/or dissemination of the information. The USPS
also seemed reluctant to release information. It seemed that in many cases the
information in the plate number reports contained errors in addition to being
incomplete. Large gaps in the assigned numbers began to appear. | sometimes felt the
people in control thought that the fate of the free world was at stake if any of this
information was leaked to collectors. | am sure that, if the communists had known the
BEP had actually assigned plates to print 11c and 12c flag stamps, the balance of power
in the world would have undergone a dramatic shift.

Many big events occurred in this section. The postage rates again increased, this
time to 13c, on December 31, 1975. The Prominent Americans series came to an
official end with the introduction of the Americana series in 1975. The first non-
denominated postage stamps went to press in this series. The first commemorative
stamps with 50 different designs in the post office pane were printed from plates in this
section.

The 1954 Liberty series 2c Jefferson coil was still alive. One more plate was sent to
press and it has been reported.

It seemed hard to believe that the Prominent Americans series was 10 years old. The
end was in sight for these stamps with the announcement of the new Americana series.
51 Prominent American plates were assigned and 39 went to press. 18 booklet and coil
plates are unreported. Surprisingly, five of the ten 10c Jefferson memorial 400 subject
booklet plates were reported. Only four sheet plates went to press. The two 3c
Parkman plates (36123-4) are known only precancelled and are scarce. The two 10c
Jefferson Memorial plates are no problem. One new stamp appeared at this late date.
This was the 3c Parkman coil stamp with four plates to press and all four have been
reported.

The new Americana stamps had an interesting concept. The stamps would come in
sets of four with phrases involving a central theme. In addition, tinted paper was used
to accent the stamp’s colors. The idea was good in theory but problems surfaced in the
real world. The built in complexity prevented some logical denominations such as a 5¢
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stamp from ever being released. The new series started with 9c, 11c, 13c (2 different
designs), and a 24c stamp. The 13c eagle and shield was the first regular issue stamp to
be printed on the gravure press. The 13c Liberty Bell stamp appeared only in the
booklet and coil formats. Only three of the 22 13c Liberty Bell booklet plates were
found. Seventeen of the 20 Liberty Bell coil plates are reported but these are tough.
The sheet plates are all easy to find. 142 plates were assigned with 82 to press and four
of the 62 available are unreported.

The BEP did not know what the new rate was to become but they had to be ready to
quickly deliver product. Therefore, 9 color Huck plates were prepared for 11c, 12c, and
13c flag stamps. Of course, only the 13c version was issued and 109 sheet and 66 coil
plates went to press. Six plates went to press to print the 13c flag coil on the new ‘B’
press. None of these plate numbers has ever been found and | consider coil plate
numbers from this press to be unobtainable. One 13c flag sheet plate, 36252, is
unreported. Some of these plates are tough, especially 36255. The totals for the flags
stamps are 506 plates assigned, 181 to press and 109 available with one unreported.

I put definitives which cannot be conveniently categorized into a category called
‘special definitives’. The ‘A’ and the ‘B’ stamps belong in this group. Six 400 subject
plates went to press to print the ‘A’ stamp booklets and none are available. The ‘B’
stamp had three sheet and three coil plates to press and all are reported. The ‘B’ coils
are not easy to find.

There were items of interest in the commemorative stamps. The 10c Apollo Soyuz
was a joint issue with the USSR and it was the largest commemorative ever issued by
the US (up to that time) with only 24 stamps to the pane. The Christmas stamps were
the first non-denominated commemorative stamps. They were sold for 10c each
because politics delayed the rate increase until after the holidays. The 10c Christmas
Card stamp is available with three different perforations (the 10.5x11 variety is scarce)
to add to the fun. The 13c 50 state flags was another interesting first with 50 different
stamps in the pane. The plate block now becomes the pane. There are six plate number
combinations on this stamp so a complete matched set consists of 24 panes! The 13c
stamp issued to publicize INTERPHIL had 12 plates to press with four of these in the
37000 section. Plates 36987, 36990, 37003, and 37011 are tough to find. Otherwise,
the commemorative plates in this section are easy to find. 247 commemorative plates
were assigned with 213 to press and 187 available with no unreported plates.

Two new air mail stamps with 25c¢ and 31c denominations were issued in 1975. All
nine plates on these two stamps are easy to find. Twelve plates were used to print the
1974 22c aerogramme and these are unavailable. Two plates were assigned to 432
subject test coil stamps. These two plates have been found and they are scarce.

We have information about the subjects of the plates in the 36000 section now but a
glance at the checklist shows a lot of information that used to be available, such as the
date to press, the cancellation date, and the number of impressions, is now unobtainable.
But from the available information we see 553 plates to press with just 411 available to
collectors, the lowest of any section of 1000 numbers in the entire plate number series.
18 plates are unreported but a fairly good completion percentage is possible. This is a
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fascinating section with lots of bicentennial related issues, the start of a new regular
issue, and other innovations, and the plates that can be obtained tell a great story.

The 37000 section is the subject of the next chapter and this covers the year of the
bicentennial of the United States. What surprises await the plate number collector?
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Chapter 47-36000

36000 Series Totals

Series |Subject Plate Type Assigned|To Press|Available|Unreported|l Have
(totals) 1000 553 409 13
6th Bureau Series (Liberty Series)
1954 2c Jefferson coill 432R 1 1 1 0
7th Bureau Series (Prominent Americans)
1965 2c Wright book 360R 4 4 4 1
1965 3c Parkman 400R 2 2 2 0
1965 3c Parkman coil 432R 4 4 4 0
1965 |7¢c Franklin 400R 2 0 0
1974 10c Jefferson Memorial 400R 4 2 2 0
1974 10c Jefferson Memorial book |360R 2 0 0
1974 10c Jefferson Memorial book 400R 12 10 0 0
1974 10c Jefferson Memorial coil 432R 21 17 17 9
8th Bureau Series (Americana)
1975 9c Freedom to Assemble 400R 6 6 6 0
1975 9c Freedom to Assemble coil |432R 2 2 2 0
1975 11c Freedom of the Press 400R 8 8 8 0
1975 11c Freedom of the Press book 360R 8 0 0
1975 11c Freedom of the Press coil 432R 6 0 0
1975 12c Freedom of Conscience bc 360R 6 0 0
1975 12c Freedom of Conscience co432R 6 0 0
1975/12c/13c Eagle (not issued) 400C 12 0 0
1975 11c Eagle (not issued) 400C 2 0 0
1975 12c Eagle (not issued) 400C 2 0 0
1975 13c Eagle and Shield 400C 12 12 12 0
1975 13c Liberty Bell book 360R 12 6 6 1
1975 13c Liberty Bell book 400R 22 22 5 0
197513c Liberty Bell coil 432R 20 20 20 1
1975 21c Ordinary (not issued) 400R 6 0 0
1975 24c Old North Church 400R 6 6 6 0
1975 26¢ Ordinary (not issued) 400R 6 0 0
Flags Series
1975|11c Flag 80R 62 0 0
1975 11c Flag coil 72R 68 0 0
1975|12c Flag 80R 80 0 0
1975 12c Flag coil 72R 80 0 0
1975 /13c Flag 80R 122 109 109 1
1975 13c Flag coil 72R 86 66 0
1975 13c Flag coil 936S 8 6 0
Special Definitives
1975 'A’ coll 936S 2 0 0
1975 'A’ book 360R 4 0 0
1975 'A' book 400R 9 6 0
1975 'B' 400C 3 3 3 0
1975 'B' coll 432R 4 3 3 0
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Chapter 47-36000

1975| 'B' book 400R 4 0 0
Commemoratives
1975 10c Mariner 200R 1 1 1 0
1975 10c Mariner offset 200L 2 2 1
1975 10c Giriffith 200R 17 12 12 0
1975 10c Griffith offset 200L 10 9 0
1975 10c Bunker Hill 160C 12 8 8 0
1975 10c Dunbar 200C 10 5 5 0
1975 10c Uniforms 200C 12 12 12 0
1975 10c Apollo-Soyuz 96C 19 13 13 0
1975 10c USPS Bicentennial 200C 12 12 12 0
1975 10c World Peace 200R 18 16 16 0
1975/10c Women's Year 200R 6 6 6 0
1975(10c) Christmas Card 200C 19 19 19 0
1975 /(10c) Christmas Art 200C 18 18 18 0
1975 /10c Banking 160R 18 14 14 0
1975 10c Banking offset 160L 18 13 0
1975 13c State Flags 200C 12 12 12 0
1976 13c INTERPHIL 200R 10 8 8 0
1976 13c INTERPHIL offset 200L 2 2 0
1976 13c Spirit of '76 200C 10 10 10 0
1976 |13c Chemistry 200C 12 12 12 0
1976 13c Aviation 200C 9 9 9 0
Special Purpose Issues
1971 21c Air Mail offset 200L 2 2 0
1975 25¢ Air Mail 200R 7 6 6 0
1975 31c¢ Air Mail 200R 4 3 3 0
1974 22c Aerogramme 8C 12 12 0
1975 Dummy Coil 432R 2 2 2 0
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