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Chapter 54 

 

Plate Numbers 40000-40999 

 

 

     Plate number 40000 was assigned to a $2 Kerosene Lamp offset plate in November, 

1981 and plate number 40999 was assigned to plate code 1A for the 20c Smokey Bear 

stamp in May, 1984, and this plate was never released.  The new plate number system 

became firmly entrenched as real plate numbers appeared only on the few remaining 

stamps issued before 1981.  The printing cylinders on the new BEP presses appear 

capable of printing millions of impressions so the number of these plates required to 

print a given stamp drops dramatically.  The BEP acquired the C press (a 3-color 

intaglio press) in 1982 with the main use to be booklet and coil production.  The D press 

was acquired in 1984 and is a combination offset-intaglio press that can print with up to 

six offset plates and one 3-color intaglio plate in a press run. 

 

     The Americana series was still in limited use during this period and 15 plates went to 

press and four of these are unreported.  The 7.9c Drum coil had four plates to press with 

two unreported.  The 10c Right to Petition coil had two plates to press and these are 

unreported.  The $1 Candle Holder was printed from nine intaglio plates and all nine are 

easy to find.  All of the Americana plate numbers are real plate numbers. 

 

     The Great Americans series of sheet plates had a few new values introduced during 

the life of the 40000 section.  A characteristic of this series, and the Transportation Coil 

series, is that new values are introduced only on an as needed basis so almost every year 

during the life of the series we see new values being introduced.  The 1c Dix stamp was 

originally planned to be printed on the Cottrell presses but was switched to the A press.  

Only one printing cylinder was used and it exists with two perforation types.  Four 

plates were used to print the 2c Stravinsky stamp and all of these are easy to find.  The 

3c Clay was printed from two plates, the 4c Schurz stamp was printed from four plates, 

and the 5c Buck stamp was printed from four plates and all of these are easy.  The 10c 

Russell was printed with one A press cylinder which is very easy to find.  Four more 

plates were used to print the 17c Carson stamp.  These had plate code numbers 13-16 

and plates 15 and 16 are scarce.  Two more 20c Bunche plates went to press with code 

numbers 11 and 13 and these are scarcer than the earlier numbers.  The 20c Gallaudet 

stamp replaced the 20c Bunche stamp and six plates were used.  Plates 8 and 9, the last 

two, are quite difficult to locate.  The 20c Gallaudet was replaced by the 20c Truman 

stamp which was printed on the A press and the cylinder number is easy to locate.  The 

30c Laubach and 40c Gilbreth stamps were also printed on the A press with one 

cylinder required for each stamp. 

 

     The Transportation Coil series expanded with some new values.  The 1c Omnibus 

stamp was printed from six plates and all are easy to locate.  Two more 2c Locomotive 

plates went to press and these are also easy to find.  The 3c Handcar stamp was issued 

and printed from four plates with all being easy to locate.  The 4c Stagecoach stamp 

was printed from six plates and plates 3-6 are also known precancelled.  The 5c 
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Motorcycle was also printed from four easy to find plates.  The 5.2c Sleigh was printed 

from six plates and plates 4 and 6 are known only precancelled.  The other four are 

known both mint and precancelled but plates 3 and 5 are scarce and expensive in mint 

condition.  The 5.9c Bicycle stamp was printed from four plates numbered 3-6.  Plates 3 

and 4 are available both mint and precancelled and 5 and 6 are known only precancelled 

and are scarce.  Five more plates went to press to print the 9.3c Mail Wagon stamp.  

Plates 3-6 exist mint and 5 and 6 are scarce mint.  The scarcest plate is plate 8 and it is 

known only precancelled.  The 10.9c Hansom Cab was printed from four plates and 

plates 3-4 are known only precancelled and are expensive, but there is a rumor that a 

large hoard exists and these plates may not be as scarce as they appear.  Six more 20c 

Fire Pumper plates went to press to complete this issue.  20c plate 11 is scarce.  For 

many years, 20c plates 12 and 14 were difficult to find and they were on my want list 

for years.  One day in 1996 I went into a Dallas post office and put money into a 

vending machine since occasionally I like to play slot machines and it is fun to see what 

plate number may appear.  I was really surprised when the machine began to grind out 

plates 12 and 14 on the 20c Fire Pumper coil!  So after a 15 year wait, I got them at face 

value and so did my trading partners.  The plate number chase never runs out of 

surprises! 

 

     The flags series consisted entirely of the 20c flag stamp in sheet, booklet and coil 

formats.  The sheet numbers are very easy.  The 20c flag coils were printed from both 

the B and C presses and plate 4 is the most difficult followed by plate 6.  Plate 14 also 

exists with a precancel.  The difficulty with these plates is only the price since all can be 

had from a plate number coil dealer if you have the money.   

 

     I call definitives which do not fit into a regular issue series ‘special definitives’.  The 

20c Sheep booklet is one of these stamps and 18 more Sheep booklet plates went to 

press.  I collected these plates when the issue was current and had no trouble getting all 

the numbers but apparently not many people collected the booklet plates at this time 

since some of these numbers appear to be scarce and expensive today.  Plate numbers 

20-29 are scarce with plates 28 and 29 being the most difficult.  Production of booklet 

stamps was moved from the Cottrell presses to the B press at the end of the Sheep 

booklet issue and one cylinder with plate code number 34 was used to print the final 

runs of the Sheep booklet.  The B press run of plate 34 constitutes a separate variety of 

the Sheep booklet and it is not scarce.  A $9.35 stamp for use on express mail was 

issued in booklet panes of three stamps and the tab contains four code plate numbers.  

The D stamp was printed during the 40000 section of plate numbers and the sheet and 

coil plates are easy to find.  There were four plates used to print the booklet stamps.  I 

was only aware of booklet plates 1, 3, and 4 during the time the issue was current.  The 

finder of booklet plate 2 kept quiet and as a result most collectors missed out on this one 

and it is a very scarce item. 

 

     The commemoratives were the most active part of the 40000 section of plates with 

659 plates assigned and 448 plates to press.  The Consumer Education coil was the first 

commemorative coil stamp since the Edison coil of 1929.  The four plates used are not 

scarce but they are expensive as strips of five.  The 1982 Peace Garden stamp was a 

combination offset-intaglio issue.  None of the plates is particularly scarce but the 

combination collector has a real challenge with sixteen offset combinations combined 
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with four intaglio plates for a total of 64 combinations.  The offset combination 3632 is 

the scarcest with approximately 3700 impressions with each of the four intaglio plates.  

Some of the other offset combinations are almost as scarce and since there were 

relatively few matched set collectors at this time, completion of all the combinations is 

a difficult task.  The 20c Science and Industry stamp of 1983 is also a difficult item.  

Apparently, the BEP had problems printing this issue.  Intaglio plates 1 through 4 were 

supposedly destroyed but a very few copies of plates 1 and 3 were found and are rare 

items.  There were 12 offset combinations and 884 is the most difficult.  The 20c 

Balloons stamp of 1983 was printed by the gravure press and combination 22242 is very 

difficult to find.  The 20c Inventors stamp of 1983 was a combination offset intaglio 

issue with five intaglio plates and ten offset plates being used.  The printing with offset 

plate 11 is a mystery in that only three intaglio plates are known combined with it which 

is very unusual.  What happened to that 4th intaglio plate?  The 20c Streetcars stamp 

with offset combination 3333 is very scarce and worth looking for.  The 20c Smokey 

Bear was the first issue printed on the BEP’s new D press and a lot of experimentation 

was done resulting in some scarce to rare offset combinations.  There are some 

questions about the integrity of the plate code numbers since it appears some of the 

plate code numbers were used more than once on this issue.  This is a problem that still 

persists with the BEP, most recently with the self stick 32c flag coil where apparently 

certain plate code numbers were used more than once on different plates.   

 

     The air mail stamps provided a rare opportunity to obtain some of the few remaining 

real plate numbers with the six 40c Mazzei plates.  The Olympics air mail set is easy to 

locate except for combination 3333 on the 28c Olympic stamp which is a bit scarce.  

Official mail stamps returned for the first time since 1913.  The sheet values were 

printed in a quadrant format with each pane position having a different denomination.  

The seven sheet values required two sets of plates and the 1c value appeared twice on 

one set of plates.  None of these plates is difficult to find.  One plate number (40829) 

has been found on the 30c Olympic aerogramme of 1983 due to a production miscut.  

This is obviously a rare or unique item. 

 

     The 40000 section is one of the more interesting and challenging sections with the 

commemoratives providing the biggest difficulty.  This is quite a change from the days 

when the coils and booklets were the stumbling blocks.  The 40000 section has 628 

plates available to collectors with four unreported.  A high completion percentage is 

possible and 95% should be obtained without tremendous difficulty.  The 41000 section 

is next and it marks the end of the BEP’s postage stamp plate number series. 

 



Chapter 54-40000

 40000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Assigned To Available Available Unreported I Have
Type Press Real P# Code P#

 
(totals) 1000 688 23 605 4

8th Bureau Series (Americana)
1975 7.9c Drum coil 432R 6 4 4 2
1975 10c Right to Petition coil 432R 2 2 2 2
1975 50c Iron Lamp offset 400L 16 15 0
1975 $1 Candle Holder 400R 9 9 9 0
1975 $1 Candle Holder offset 400L 19 17 0
1975 $2 Kerosene Lamp offset 400L 5 5 0

Great Americans
1980 1c Dorthea Dix 400R 5 0 0
1980 1c Dorthea Dix 920S 1 1 1 0
1980 2c Igor Stravinsky 400R 4 4 4 0
1980 3c Henry Clay 400R 9 2 2 0
1980 4c Carl Schurz 400R 6 4 4 0
1980 5c Pearl Buck 400R 4 4 4 0
1980 10c Richard Russell 920S 1 1 1 0
1980 13c Crazy Horse 400R 2 0 0
1980 17c Rachel Carson 400R 13 4 4 0
1980 20c Ralph Bunche 400R 6 2 2 0
1980 20c Thomas Gallaudet 400R 11 6 6 0
1980 20c Harry Truman 920S 1 1 1 0
1980 30c Frank Lauback 920S 1 1 1 0
1980 40c Lillian Gilbreth 920S 1 1 1 0

Transportation Coils
1981 1c Omnibus 432R 8 6 6 0
1981 2c Locomotive 432R 4 2 2 0
1981 3c Handcar 432R 6 4 4 0
1981 4c Stagecoach 432R 8 6 6 0
1981 5c Motorcycle 432R 6 4 4 0
1981 5.2c Sleigh 432R 8 6 6 0
1981 5.9c Bicycle 432R 8 4 4 0
1981 7.4c Baby Buggy 936S 2 1 1 0
1981 9.3c Mail Wagon 432R 6 5 5 0
1981 10.9c Hansom Cab 432R 4 4 4 0
1981 11c Railroad Caboose 936S 1 1 1 0
1981 20c Fire Pumper 432R 9 6 6 0

Flags Series
1981 20c Flag 920S 2 2 2 0
1981 20c Flag coil 936S 13 12 12 0
1981 20c Flag book (10) 780S,960S 4 4 4 0

Special Definitives
1981 20c Sheep book 480R 23 17 17 0
1981 20c Sheep book 1040S 2 1 1 0
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1983 $9.35 Express Mail book 78C 4 4 4 0
1981       'D' 460C 4 4 4 0
1981       'D' coil 432R 2 0 0
1981       'D' coil 468C 2 0 0
1981       'D' coil 760C 2 2 2 0
1981       'D' book 480R 4 0 0
1981       'D' book 760C 2 0 0
1981       'D' book 1040+C73 4 4 4 0

Commemoratives
1981 20c Touro Synagogue 460S 1 1 1 0
1982 20c Roosevelt 192R 9 4 4 0
1982 20c Library of Congress 200R 11 4 4 0
1982 20c Alger 200R 9 4 4 0
1982 20c Love 200C 10 10 10 0
1982 20c Washington 200C 6 6 6 0
1982 20c Netherlands 230C 3 3 3 0
1982 20c Robinson 200C 5 5 5 0
1982 20c Consumer Education coil 432R 4 4 4 0
1982 20c Aging 200R 16 4 4 0
1982 20c Birds & Flowers 200C 10 10 10 0
1982 20c Peace Garden 200R,L 29 23 1 23 0
1982 20c Barrymores 200C 6 6 6 0
1982 20c World's Fair 200C 6 6 6 0
1982 20c Walker 200C 6 6 6 0
1982 20c Libraries 200R 8 5 5 0
1982 20c Architecture 160R 10 6 6 0
1982 20c Wolf Trap Farm 200C 5 5 5 0
1982 20c Tiepolo Christmas 230C 29 26 26 0
1982 (ND) Tiepolo Christmas 230C 2 0 0
1982 20c Snow Scenes 200C 10 9 9 0
1982 20c Ponce de Leon 230C 10 10 10 0
1982 13c Kitten & Puppy 200C 8 8 8 0
1983 20c Brooklyn Bridge 200R 8 4 4 0
1983 20c Concord 200R 17 4 4 0
1983 20c Opera 200R,L 12 6 6 0
1983 20c Science & Industry 200R,L 43 19 19 0
1983 20c Balloons 160C 13 12 12 0
1983 20c Sweden 200R 13 6 6 0
1983 20c Volunteerism 460S 3 1 1 0
1983 20c CCC 200C 6 6 6 0
1983 20c Inventors 200R,L 20 15 15 0
1983 20c Joplin 200C 8 6 6 0
1983 20c TVA 230C 6 6 6 0
1983 20c Medal of Honor 160R,L 22 14 14 0
1983 20c Physical Fitness 230C 4 4 4 0
1983 20c Hawthorne 200C 4 4 4 0
1983 20c Babe Ruth 200R 5 4 4 0
1983 20c Civil Service 230C 2 2 2 0
1983 20c Streetcars 200R,L 21 16 16 0
1983 20c Treaty of Paris 160C 4 4 4 0
1983 13c Olympics 200C 4 4 4 0
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1983 20c Winter Olympics 200C 5 4 4 0
1983 20c Summer Olympics 200C 7 7 7 0
1983 20c Raphael Christmas 200C 11 11 11 0
1983 20c Santa Claus 230C 11 10 10 0
1984 20c Thorpe 200R 29 17 17 0
1984 20c Love 200C 19 13 13 0
1984 20c Melville 200R 25 4 4 0
1984 20c FDIC, Arch., etc. 200C 13 8 8 0
1984 20c Fairbanks 230C 6 6 6 0
1984 20c Smokey the Bear 200R,L 37 28 28 0
1984 20c Orchids 192C 13 7 7 0
1984 20c Migratory Bird 200R 28 8 8 0
1984 20c Louisiana Expo 160C 5 5 5 0
1984 20c Clemente 200C 7 6 6 0
1984 20c McCormack 200C 5 5 5 0
1984 20c E. Roosevelt 192R 1 0 0
1984 20c American Dogs 160C 4 4 4 0
1984 20c Horace Moses 460S 1 1 1 0
1984 20c Vietnam Vets 160R 1 0 0
1984 20c Family Unity 230C 3 2 2 0

Special Purpose Issues
1980 40c Mazzei Air Mail 200C 12 6 6 0
1983 28c Olympic Air Mail 200C 9 8 8 0
1983 35c Olympic Air Mail 200C 4 4 4 0
1983 40c Olympic Air Mail 200C 8 4 4 0

1983 20c Official Mail coil 936S 1 1 1 0
1983 1c, 1c, 17c, 4c Official Mail 400R 8 5 5 0
1983 $1, 13c, $5, Dc Official Mail 400R 7 4 4 0
1983       'D' Official Mail coil 936S 1 1 1 0

1983 30c World Comm. Aerogramme8C 16 12 0
1983 30c Olympic Aerogramme 8C 15 13 1 0
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