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A Closer Look at Scott #TD118 - The “EXPERIMENTAL” Octagons Test Stamp
by Terry R. Scott & Michael O. Perry

Ever since the discovery of the Scott #TD118 
“EXPERIMENTAL” Octagons test stamps there have 
been many questions. This stamp does not appear in 
many auctions or sale lists, and that might explain why 
it has a considerable value in the Scott Specialized 
Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers.

It is a multicolor vertical commemorative size 
stamp with black engraved “EXPERIMENTAL” at 
the bottom, a fine black grid background and the 
outline of the octagons. There are six different 
offset printed color octagons on this stamp. The 
colors are, in order of left to right from the top: 
yellow, violet, brown, green, blue and red.

In the Daniel F. Kellerher Auction, LLC Sale 
#760 on September 14-17, 2021 Lot 2152 was 
described “TD118 Test Stamp, 1979, B.E.P. 
"Experimental", multicolored octagons (Scott 
TD118), a pristine lower right plate No. 173404 
block of 20 with wide bottom margin showing 
individual color plate numbers and registration 
marks, Extremely Fine. An exceedingly rare - 
perhaps unique - large multiple.” 

It is a very beautiful example, with a very 
large bottom margin, that not only showed the 
intaglio Plate No. 173404, but also shows some of 
the Offset Plate Numbers that were used to print 
these TD118 test stamps. Some of them are 
partially cut off by the trimming of the sheet and 
some of them were printed on the bottom of the 
adjoining lower left sheet of stamps. 
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Welcome to the Dummy Stamps Study Group’s Sixty-ninth Newsletter
This newsletter is produced quarterly by the United States Stamp Society’s Dummy Stamps Study Group for your 

information and pleasure.  We hope that the information included in this newsletter will  be informative,  useful  and 
encourage your enjoyment of collecting dummy/test stamps. Our goal is to keep you up-to-date with the latest information 
available to our group. Questions, comments and articles proposed for publication should be directed to Terry R. Scott, 
Chairman of the United States Stamp Society’s Dummy Stamps Study Group at terryrscott@comcast.net

Examining this unique item led to more 
questions about the Offset Plate Numbers. To help 
answer some of the questions we sent a letter to 
Hallie Brooker, Lead Curator, Historical Resource 
Center at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
with several questions about the Offset Plate 
Numbers. We got a reply dated September 20, 
2022 with the information requested and an 
apology for the delay. The Historical Research 
Center had been working remotely since March 
2020 due to the COVID pandemic and had only 
recently returned to onsite work and then on a 
very limited basis, therefore the delay in replying.

We were actually quite surprised when we 
did receive the reply, because in addition to 
answers to our questions we were provided 
with copies of the Plate Number assignment 
time cards for the Intaglio Plate Numbers 
173403, 173404, 173405 and 173408, as well 
as the time cards detailing the dates for 
t h e d i f f e r e n t O f f s e t P l a t e N u m b e r s 
assigned for the preparation of the TD118 
“EXPERIMENTAL” test stamps.

mailto:terryrscott@comcast.net
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Starting at the lower right corner of the plate block of 20 (the left end after rotating the sheet 180 degrees), 
we show the bottom margin with the various markings along with five of the six difficult to see Offset Plate 
Numbers. Beginning approximately 33 mm from the left edge is the nearly impossible to see yellow Offset Plate 
Number which is printed “YELLOW PL. 63033”.  Near the far left corner is a multicolor “+” with a red 6 mm 
violet circle around it and crossed lines measuring 9 mm horizontal and 11 mm vertical. At the far left is a 
multicolor  “+” mark, actually made up of six “+” marks, each printed in one of the offset ink colors.

Shown above is the bottom right Pl# 173404 block of 20 with a wide bottom margin which 
shows several of the different color Offset Plate Numbers. They are quite difficult to see as they are 
printed lightly. The TD118 bottom right position Pl# 173404 block of 20 shown above is slightly 
reduced in size to fit the page. The actual measurement is 266 mm wide x 126 mm tall.

Portions of five Offset Plate Numbers YELLOW PL. 63033, GREEN PL.63037, RED PL.63093, 
BLUE PL.63036 and VIOLET PL. 63— can be seen inverted at the very bottom of the bottom margin. 
There are numerous offset color registration “+” marks in the right and bottom margins. Multicolor 
“+” in circles are seen at the bottom right and bottom left near the corners. Below, and on the 
following page we will show enlargements of not only the Offset Plate Numbers but other margin 
markings and will describe them the best we can.

The images shown below and on page 3 are enlargements of portions of the bottom sheet margin 
that have been rotated 180 degrees to make it easier to read the printed words.

Y E L L O W   P L .  6 3 0 3 3The nearly invisible yellow plate # is shown here  >
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Approximately 25 mm from the end of the 
printed “RED PL. 63093” is the blue Offset Plate 
Number, which is “BLUE  PL.  63036”. 

Approximately 25 mm from the end of the 
printed “BLUE PL. 63036” is part of the 
information about the violet Offset Plate Number 
63034 - however, the information is partially 
missing due to how the 200-subject press sheet 
was cut up.  All that is visible on this plate block of 
20 is “VIOLET   PL.    63” - the rest of the plate 
number would have been printed in the bottom 
margin on the adjoining LL sheet of stamps.

Approximately 23 mm from the end of the 
printed “GREEN  PL.  63037” is the red Offset 
Plate Number, which is “RED PL. 63093”. 

Approximately 19 mm from the end of the 
printed “YELLOW PL. 63033” is the green offset 
plate number, which is “GREEN  PL.  63037”. 

Recently, a low quality black and white 
photocopy was found that shows a full 50-stamp 
pane of TD118 that has lower left plate number 
173404. This sheet has been broken up but at 
this time only the lower left plate block of four 
is known. However, as we hope will show on 
the next page, it is possible to see the rest of the 
offset violet plate number and the brown Offset 
Plate Number in the lower right corner of the 
pane of 50. Hopefully someone reading this will 
look at their collection and discover they have 
the “missing” Offset Plate Numbers.

tel:63034
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Shown below are scans of the different color plate numbers on the bottom right Pl# 173404 block of 
20 that is shown on Page 2 of this article. If you connected the top three images together, it would show 
the full length of the bottom sheet margin. The fourth image shows the “missing” violet and brown Offset 
Plate Numbers that can be found on the lower right of a lower left sheet of 50.

The black and white image of a full uncut sheet of 50 with LL plate 173404 shown on the previous 
page has a continuation last three digits of the violet and brown plate numbers, showing us that the 
remainder of “VIOLET PL. 63034" plate number and the “BROWN PL. 63038" plate number would 
show at the far right edge at the bottom of the lower left sheet of stamps if its bottom margin was wide 
enough. 

At this time the only known stamps cut from the LL sheet are the plate block of four. It is unknown 
if the rest of the lower left sheet is in a dealer’s stock or if has been cut up and some lucky collector has 
the stamps from the lower right corner of the sheet that has the violet and brown Offset Plate Numbers.

While we don’t know who originally owned that sheet, it has been cut up and the plate block shown 
on page 6 was sold on eBay.

tel:63034
tel:63038
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Shown above is an image of a full 50 stamp sheet of TD118 (lower left Intaglio Plate Number 
173404) which is a Photoshop creation based on the low resolution black and white photocopy. It 
shows the location of the remainder of the violet plate number and the brown plate number in the 
bottom margin at the right. Neither one is clear enough to read on the original black and white 
photocopy, but using Photoshop’s enhancement tools we got the image seen at the bottom of page 4.
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The remainder of the VIOLET PL. 63034 plate 
number and the BROWN PL. 63038 plate number 
would show at the bottom of the lower left sheet 
of stamps if its bottom margin was wide 
enough.  And, sure enough, that is the case!  This 
low resolution photocopy at the left shows those 
‘missing’ offset plate numbers - look close and 
you can see the “B   WN PL. 63038” (the R and O 
of BROWN don’t appear to be visible.

Shown above is an image of a full 50 stamp sheet of TD118 (lower left plate number 173404) It 
shows the remainder of the violet offset plate number at the bottom right plus the brown offset plate 
number - neither one is clear enough to read, but it is obvious that the photocopy shows the “missing” 
offset numbers. 
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Shown a the left is a bottom left plate #173404 
block of 4 which shows basically the opposite 
layout of the various circles and + marks. No offset 
plate numbers are showing as they are further to 
the right on the bottom edge of this sheet. 

The remainder of the VIOLET  PL.  63034 plate 
number and the B     WN   PL. 63038 plate number 
would show at the bottom of the lower left sheet of 
stamps, if its bottom margin was wide 
enough.   And, sure enough, that is the case!   This 
low resolution photocopy shows those ‘missing’ 
offset plate numbers - look close and you can see 
the “B   WN  PL. 63038” (the R and O of BROWN 
don’t appear to be visible).

The above black and white image is of the 
BROWN PL. 63038. It is very difficult to see.

There was another article on the TD118 
EXPERIMENTAL test stamps in the Dummy 
Stamps Study Group Newsletter Issue Number 
30, Winter 2012-2013. Please refer to it for 
additional information.

Shown on the following pages are photocopies of the Plate Number assignment and time cards for the 
engraved plates 173403, 173404, 173405 and 173408. They have been reduced in size and/or cropped to 
fit in this newsletter.
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Shown a the left is a bottom left plate #173404 
block of 4 which shows basically the opposite 
layout of the various circles and + marks. No offset 
plate numbers are showing as they are further to 
the right on the bottom edge of this sheet. 

The remainder of the VIOLET  PL.  63034 plate 
number and the B   WN  PL. 63038 plate number 
would show at the bottom of the lower left sheet of 
stamps, if its bottom margin was wide 
enough.  And, sure enough, that is the case!  This 
low resolution photocopy shows those ‘missing’ 
offset plate numbers - look close and you can see 
the “B   WN  PL. 63038” (the R and O of BROWN 
don’t appear to be visible).

The above black and white image is of the 
BROWN PL. 63038. It is very difficult to see.

There was another article on the TD118 
EXPERIMENTAL test stamps in the Dummy 
Stamps Study Group Newsletter Issue Number 
30, Winter 2012-2013. Please refer to it for 
additional information.

Shown on the following pages are photocopies of the Plate Number assignment and time cards for the 
engraved plates 173403, 173404, 173405 and 173408. They have been reduced in size and/or cropped to 
fit in this newsletter.

034              BROWN PL. 
63038

tel:63038
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Shown at the right is a low quality 
image of the top right plate #173404 block 
of 4. It shows the layout of the various 
circles and “+” marks of the enlarged image 
of the bottom left and bottom right plate 
#173404 blocks of 4 shown below. As can 
be seen, along the top and the right vertical 
side margin there are multi-color “+” 
markings that appear to be black. The 2 mm 
size “+” markings contain all six of the 
offset plate colors (used in the octagons) 
and do not have the black Intaglio color. 
These are spaced vertically 1” apart along 
the entire right sheet margin adjacent the the 
5 vertical TD118 stamps. Then at the top 
corner of the vertical margin, towards the 
sheet corner, the spacing of the “+” is 1s” 
above the set of “+” marks that are spaced 
1” apart in the right vertical margin.

Shown above at the left is an image of the bottom left plate #173404 block of 4 which shows 
basically the opposite layout of the various circles and “+” marks of the enlarged image of the bottom 
right plate #173404 shown at the right. As can be seen, along the left and right vertical side margins there 
are multi-color “+” markings that appear to be black. The 2 mm size “+” markings contain all six of the 
offset plate colors (used in the octagons) and do not have the black Intaglio color. These are spaced 
vertically 1” apart along the entire left and right sheet margins adjacent the the 5 vertical TD118 stamps. 
Then at the bottom corner of the vertical margin, towards the sheet corner, the spacing of the “+” is 1s” 
down from the set of “+” marks that are spaced 1” apart in the vertical margin.
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TD118 was printed using two sheet-fed printing presses. The BEP used a pair of 200-subject 
intaglio plates and six offset plates. The intaglio plates were identical except for the plate numbers. 
The BEP used either a sheet-fed Giori Press (first used to print Scott 1094, the 1957 Flag stamp) or, 
more likely, a later model that the BEP designated as their I-8 press) to print the black intaglio portions 
of the design. After that, they fed the sheets into one of their offset lithographic printing presses where 
six 200-subject offset plates applied the six colors to the octagonal “stoplights”. The offset plates were 
made in a photographic process using 3-M or Lithure film.

Using two sheet-fed printing presses always had the potential for printing stamps with inverted 
designs. To prevent that, the BEP cut the lower left corner off of all the sheets of paper before printing 
began. This was done to help insure the sheets were fed into the two different printing presses in the 
same direction - to prevent any stamps with inverted designs from being accidentally printed.

The plate cards illustrated in this article appear to show that the earliest TD118 test stamps with 
red Offset Plate Number 63093 could have been produced was May 13, 1979 (that is when red plate 
number 63093 was certified - it apparently was made to replace red plate number 63035). In fact, it 
appears these stamps might have been printed on May 14, 1979. Earlier press runs likely occurred 
using red Offset Plate Number 63035 (possibly as early as January 2, 1979 when the intaglio plates 
were certified).  

This test stamp might have continued to be produced until 1982 - or maybe as late as 1986 (the 
BEP made a re-entry on intaglio plate number 173404 on August 26, 1982). There is no record of 
when the four intaglio plates were cancelled or destroyed, but most of the offset plates were cancelled 
on March 19, 1986 (for some reason, the blue offset plate wasn’t cancelled until two years after that).

Shown at the left is a lower left corner pair 
from a second lower right pane of 50 stamps. 
It also shows the various crosses and portions 
of the Offset Plate Numbers inverted across 
the very bottom.

Shown above is an image of a right sheet 
margin pair of TD118 stamps with a constant 
“fish eye” dot in the brown octagon of the right 
stamp. This ‘fish eye’ defect in the brown 
octagon has been seen on at least two different 
stamps. In each case, the right margin is 
attached and thus the location of the two “+” 
marks indicates both stamps came from 
position 20 on lower right sheets of 50 stamps.

There was another article on the TD118 EXPERIMENTAL test stamps in the Dummy Stamps Study 
Group Newsletter Issue Number 30, Winter 2012-2013. Please refer to it for additional information.

tel:63093
tel:63093
tel:63035
tel:63035
tel:133404
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Rear side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173403 (cropped).

Front side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173403.

Shown on the following pages are photocopies of the Intaglio Plate Number assignment and time 
cards for the Intaglio Plate Numbers 173403, 173404, 173405 and 173408. They have been reduced in 
size and/or cropped to fit in this newsletter.
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Front side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173404.
Intaglio Plate #173404 was used to print all TD118 test stamps in collector hands.

Rear side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173404 (cropped).

tel:173404
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Front side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173405.

Rear side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173405 (cropped).
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Front side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173408.

Rear side of the time card for Intaglio Plate #173408 (cropped).
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The following are the time cards for the different color Offset Plate Numbers.

Front side of the time card for Yellow Offset Plate #63033 (reduced) and the reverse side                            
of the time card for Yellow Offset Plate #63033 (cropped) with notations and date.

Front side of the time card for Violet Offset Plate #63034 (reduced) and the reverse side                               
of the time card for Violet Offset Plate #63034 (cropped) with notations and date.
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Front side of the time card for Red Offset Plate #63035 (reduced) and the reverse side                                      
of the time card for Red Offset Plate #63035 (cropped) with notations and date.

For some reason, Red Offset Plate #63035 was replaced by Red Offset Plate #63093 at some point;                                           
all TD118 stamps in collector hands were printed with Red Offset Plate #63093.

Front side of the time card for Blue Offset Plate #63036 (reduced) and the reverse side                               
of the time card for Blue Offset Plate #63036 (cropped) with notations and date.

tel:63035
tel:63093
tel:63093
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Front side of the time card for Green Offset Plate #63037 (reduced) and the reverse side                               
of the time card for Green Offset Plate #63037 (cropped) with notations and date.

Front side of the time card for Brown Offset Plate #63038 (reduced) and the reverse side                               
of the time card for Brown Offset Plate #63038 (cropped) with notations and date.



Quarterly Newsletter of the United States Stamp Society - Dummy Stamps Study Group                   Issue   Number 69                    Fall 2022       
 of 15 22

Front side of the time card for Red Offset Plate #63093 (reduced) and the reverse side                               
of the time card for Red Offset Plate #63093 (cropped) with notations and date.

For some reason, Red Offset Plate #63035 was replaced by Red Offset Plate #63093 at some point;                                           
all TD118 stamps in collector hands were printed with Red Offset Plate #63093.

Show above is a Plate History card showing basic information for over a dozen experimental/test 
intaglio plates made by be BEP in a 4-1/2 month period.  The four intaglio plates used to print TD118 

are included on this card.

Please turn to page 16  ➤

tel:63035
tel:63093
tel:63093


Recent Auction Results 
On November 2, 2022 Sam Houston 

Philatelics held Sale #3097 that included the 
following test stamps. There was a 15% Buyer’s 
Premium for this sale.

Lot 293 ** TD107e, 1962-88 Black Coil Test 
Stamps, Roll of 3,000 unopened, centering 
appears VF-XF, untagged, NH. Photo. Cat. 
3,000.00. Not sold.

On November 12, 2022 Rasdale Stamp 
Company held Sale #453 that included the 
following test stamps. There was a 16% Buyer’s 
Premium for this sale.

Lot 20 * A unique test booklet and related areas 
accumulation of a few thousand by a specialist. 
Items we were able to find in the Scott catalog 
were TD117 (4 panes of 50) x 54, TBD12 x 50, 
TD12a (hundreds), TBD32 x 65, TBD36 x 10, 
TDB44 x 13. There were other items found but 
not in the quantities of the fore mentioned. We are 
estimating the catalog value to be over 
$25,000.00. What is a lot of this type of specialty 
in shear massive quantities worth? We will know 
after the bidding stops. Photos. Suggested bid 
$1,500.00. Realized $3,000.00. There are 19 
photos for this lot - far too many to illustrate in 
this newsletter. We suggest you look at this listing 
at Stamp Auction Network to see their images.

Lot 26 * A unique test coil and related areas 
accumulation of a several thousand by a 
specialist. The material ranges from early 20th 
century to modern. We are unable to estimate the 
catalog value as many are unlisted or if are Scott 
does not commit to a value. We did however spot 

some higher cataloging items scattered about and 
took copious quantities of pictures to experience 
the width and depth of this monstrosity. What is a 
lot of this type of specialty in massive quantities 
worth? We will know after the bidding stops. 
Photos. Suggested bid $1,200.00. Realized 
$7,000.00. There are 43 photos for this lot - far 
too many to illustrate in this newsletter. We 
suggest you look at this listing at Stamp Auction 
Network to see their images.

On November 15-17, 2022 Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions, LLC held Sale #777 that included the 
following test stamps. There was a 20% Buyer’s 
Premium for this sale.

Lot 1173 * TD14, TD14a, TD14b, 383 Test 
Stamp, 1906-09, "Mail-O-Meter Stamp", brown 
+ 1¢ green, Schermack type III perforations + 
imperf (Scott TD14, 14a, 14b, 383), a unique 
combination strip of 9 - 1¢ Franklins with a coil 
leader made up of six Mailometer test stamps, the 
first two imperf, the third with Schermack 
perforations on the right side only, the last three with 
normal Schermack perforations; the strip has some 
thinning, the first three Mail-o-meters are stained 
and the middle 1¢ is scraped; nonetheless a unique 
Test Stamp/Vending Machine Coil Error., o.g. Photo. 
Estimate $1,000.00 - $1,500.00. Realized $950.00.
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Lot 1174 TC TD28TC2 Test Stamp, 1910, BEP/
Harris “Minerva”, black trial color large die proof 
on glazed card (Scott TFD28TC2), 122 x 140 
mm, Very Fine. Photo. Scott $1,500.00. Realized 
$300.00.

Lot 1175 ** TD110 Test Stamp, 1975, B.E.P. 
"For Testing Purposes Only", orange on gray, 
tagged (Scott TD110), a choice, well centered 
pair, o.g., never hinged, Very Fine. Photo. Scott 
$2,000.00. Realized $1,200.00.

On November 23, 2022 Vance Auctions Ltd. 
held Sale - 359 that included the following test 
stamps. There was no Buyer’s Premium for this 
sale.

Lot 3509 * TDB92a, Self adhesive TEST 
BOOKLET pane of 18. VF, NH. Photo. Cat. 
$250.00. Not sold.

On December 4, 2022 Weekly Online Sales - 
a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, held 
Sale #5176 that included the following test 
stamps. There was a 20% Buyer’s Premium for 
this sale.

Typically the prices realized for the Weekly 
Online Sales - a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions are not reported. If we show a price 
realized it is because we were informed of the 
price realized by the winner of the lot.

Lot 6317 ** TD109a Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. 
"For Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, 
dull gum, imperf (Scott TD109a), joint line strip 
of 6, o.g., never hinged, Very Good. Photo. Scott 
$1,200.00. Realized $300.00.

Lot 6318 ** TD107a Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. 
"For Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, 
dull gum, imperf (Scott TD109a), strip of 6, o.g., 
never hinged, Very Good. Photo. Scott $1,050.00. 
Realized $250.00.

Lot 6319 BK *. TDB13a 1967-68, black Test 
Stamps (Scott TDB13a), booklet pane of 8, 
slightly disturbed o.g., Very Fine. Photo. Scott 
$35.00. Realization not available.
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On December 9-10, 2022 Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions, LLC held Sale #778 that included the 
following test stamps. There was a 20% Buyer’s 
Premium for this sale.

Lot 2120  TDB12a "DUMMY" Test Booklets 
and Test Coil Stamps, 1962-86, 130 complete 
unexploded test booklets (#TDB12a), five 
unopened coil rolls of 3000 each, two different 
types (design TE55), excellent wholesale 
quantities of these interesting and unusual test 
stamps, overall Very Fine. Shipping charges apply 
- weight 3.4 lbs. Photo. Scott $17,750.00. 
Realized $1,000.00.

On December 11, 2022 Weekly Online Sales - 
a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions held 
Sale #5177 that included the following test 
stamps. There was a 20% Buyer’s Premium for 
this sale.

Typically the prices realized for the Weekly 
Online Sales - a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions are not reported. If we show a price 
realized it is because we were informed of the 
price realized by the winner of the lot.

Lot 7187 ** TD107a Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. 
"For Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, 
dull gum, imperf (Scott TD109a), strip of 6, o.g., 
never hinged, Very Good. Photo. Scott $1,050.00. 
Realized $145.00.

Lot 7188 BK * TDB13a 1967-68, black Test 
Stamps (Scott TDB13a), booklet pane of 8, 
slightly disturbed o.g., Very Fine. Photo. Scott 
$35.00. Realization not available. (See photo at 
the top of the right column)

On December 18, 2022 Weekly Online Sales - 
a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions held Sale 
#5178 that included the following test stamps. 
There was a 20% Buyer’s Premium for this sale.

Typically the prices realized for the Weekly 
Online Sales - a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions are not reported. If we show a price 
realized it is because we were informed of the 
price realized by the winner of the lot. 

Lot 8400 * TD23 Test Stamp, 1914, B.E.P. 
(numerals & Hamilton design, litho.) coil, deep 
red, perf 10½ horizontally (Scott TD23), o.g., 
hinge remnants; small scuffs, Fine. Photo. Scott 
$400.00. Realization not available. 

Lot 8401 ** TD34 Test Stamp, 1910's, Standard 
Stamp Affixer (Somerville) coil, green, 
alternating perf 8¼ and 8½ vert. (Scott TD34), 
pair, o.g., never hinged, Very Fine. Photo. Scott 
$45.00. Realization not available.
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Lot 8402 ** TD65 Test Stamp, 1920's, Licensed 
Sanitary Postage Corp. coil, red, perf 10¾ vertically 
(Scott TD65), pair, o.g., never hinged, Very Fine. 
Photo. Scott $35.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8403 **/* TD75 Test Stamp, 1927-30, 
B.E.P., blank on cream (Scott TD75), pair, o.g., 
lightly hinged (1 stamp never hinged), Superb. 
Photo. Scott $85.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8404 **   TD84 Test Stamp, 1920's-50's, 
B.E.P. blank design, gum breaker ridges 11 mm 
apart (Scott TD84), bottom margin block of 4, 
o.g., never hinged, Superb. Photo. Scott $20.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 8405 ** TD89 Test Stamp, 1944-49, 
Multipost Commercial Controls coil, black (Scott 
TD89), pair, o.g., never hinged, Extremely Fine. 
Photo. Scott $25.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8406 ** TD90 Test Stamp, 1944-49, 
Multipost Commercial Controls coil, blue black 
(Scott TD90), pairs & strip of 3, lot of 9, o.g., 
never hinged, Fine to Very Fine. Photo. Scott 
$110.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8407 ** TD91 Test Stamp, 1944-49, Multipost 
mailMaster Commercial Controls coil, purple 
(Scott TD91), pair, o.g., never hinged (full offset on 
gum), Extremely Fine. Photo. Scott $50.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 8408 ** TD92 Test Stamp, 1944-49, 
Multipost mailMaster Commercial Controls 
coil, carmine (Scott TD92), pairs, lot of 3, o.g., 
never hinged (some offset on gum); some soiled 
perfs, Fine to Very Fine. Photo. Scott $150.00. 
Realization not available.
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Lot 8409 ** TD93 Test Stamp, 1944-49, 
Multipost mailMaster Friden coil, carmine 
(Scott TD93), pairs, lot of 8, o.g., never hinged 
(some offset on gum), Fine to Very Fine. Photo. 
Scott $120.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8410 ** TD95a Test Stamp, 1954, B.E.P. 
framed rectangle design coil, purple, imperf 
(Scott TD95a), pair, o.g., never hinged, Fine. 
Photo. Scott $125.00. Realization not available.

Lot 8411 ** TD109 Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. "For 
Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, dull 
gum (Scott TD109), pair, o.g., never hinged, Very 
Fine to Extremely Fine. Photo. Scott $150.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 8412 ** TD109a Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. 
"For Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, 
dull gum, imperf (Scott TD109a), strip of 6, o.g., 
never hinged, Very Good. Photo. Scott $1,050.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 8413 ** TD116 Test Stamp, 1970's, 
"Proclaim Liberty", blue, red & green (Scott 
TD116), right margin single, o.g., never hinged, 
Extremely Fine. Photo. Scott $75.00. Realization 
not available.

Lot 8414 ** TD123 Test Stamp, 1992, 3M Corp. 
"Stylized Eagle" coil (Scott TD123), pair, o.g., 
never hinged, Extremely Fine. Photo. Scott 
$30.00. Realization not available.

On January 1, 2023 Weekly Online Sales - a 
Division of Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions held Sale 
#5179 that included the following test stamps. 
There was a 20% Buyer’s Premium for this sale.

Typically the prices realized for the Weekly 
Online Sales - a Division of Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions are not reported. If we show a price 
realized it is because we were informed of the 
price realized by the winner of the lot. 
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Lot 5670 ** TD91 Test Stamp, 1944-49, 
Multipost mailMaster Commercial Controls coil, 
purple (Scott TD91), pair, o.g., never hinged, Very 
Fine to Extremely Fine. Photo. Scott $50.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 5671 ** TD95a Test Stamp, 1954, B.E.P. 
framed rectangle design coil, purple, imperf 
(Scott TD95a), strip of 3, o.g., never hinged; 
small stain, Fine. Photo. Scott $188.00. 
Realization not available.

Lot 5672 ** TD95a Test Stamp, 1980, B.E.P. "For 
Testing Purposes Only", green, untagged, dull 
gum, imperf (Scott TD109a), strip of 6, o.g., 
never hinged, Very Good. Photo. Scott $1,050.00. 
Realization not available.

On January 7, 2023 Sterling Stamps held Sale 
#23A that included the following test stamps. 
There was a 15% Buyer’s Premium for this sale.

Lot 113 **  TD10 USA Scott TD10 MNH Block 
of 4, 1908 Blank Test Stamp - Blank stamp, paper 
the size of the First Bureau stamps, brownish 
original gum. Double line watermark, straight 
edge at right. Photo. SCV $300.00. Not sold.

Lot 114 ** TDB15 USA Scott TDB15 Complete 
Booklet with "DUMMY" Handstamp - Complete 
booklet with 4 panes and glassine interleaving.   
F-VF. Photo. SCV $150.00. Realized $30.00.

On January 17-19, 2023 Daniel F. Kelleher 
Auctions, LLC Sale #2003 that included the 
following test stamps. There was a 20% Buyer’s 
Premium for this sale.

Lot 1045 ** TD45 Test Stamp, 1910-27, blank 
design, perf 10½ vertically (Scott TD45), strip 
of 4, o.g., never hinged, fresh and sound, 
measuring approximately 24½ mm tall, Very Fine, 
unpriced (dashed) in Scott. Photo. Estimate 
$150.00 - $250.00.  Not sold.

Lot 1046 ** TD45 Test Stamp, 1910-27, blank 
design, perf 10½ vertically (Scott TD45), 
complete roll of 1000 including coil leader, a 
remarkably sound survivor, the leader paper 
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w i t h l i g h t p u r p l e " D U M M Y C O I L S " 
handstamp; light toning to first eight stamp 
from the leader, otherwise fresh and clean; 
unpriced (dashed) in Scott, o.g., never hinged, 
Very Fine. Photo. Est imate $750.00 - 
$1,000.00. Not sold.

Lo t 1047 **  TD85A 1930s , B lank 
Commemorative, gum breaker ridges 11 mm 
apart (Scott TD85A), marginal block of 4, o.g., 
never hinged, clean and fresh; light crease in top 
selvage tab only, Very Fine. Photo. Scott $200.00.  
Not sold.

Requests for Articles for The United States Specialist 
Martin Kent Miller, the new Editor of The 

United States Specialist, is always looking for 
articles of interest for inclusion in our society’s 
monthly publication. The type of articles Martin 
needs most are the shorter ones, one or two-page 
articles. If you are considering writing an article 
for The United States Specialist, please contact 
him for instructions. If the article is regarding 

dummy stamps, I would appreciate knowing 
about it also. Many members of the DSSG have 
written articles on dummy stamps and other 
stamps for this publication. It is rewarding and 
other USSS members benefit greatly from the 
information that is published in The United States 
Specialist. Martin Kent Miller can be reached by 
e-mail at: editor@usstamps.org ❏ 

The Other Projects 
There are several other projects currently 

being worked on by various members of the 
DSSG. They are as follows: 

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
list of dummy test stamp roll sizes, box and 
roll labels. There are many different styles 
of labels sometimes found on the same test 
stamps. This is especially true of Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing products 

• Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
record of auction appearances and prices 
realized for test stamps 

•  Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
listing of references for test stamps 

•  Compiling a complete and comprehensive 
list of plate numbers printed on test stamps 
and the frequency in which they appear and 
the frequency of joint lines on test coils 
when they appear. ❏  

This issue and all past issues of the Dummy Stamps Study Group Newsletter - Dummy News and Views 
may be found at: 

http://www.usstamps.org/dssg.html
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