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Society and Philatelic News

Prexie Collectors Suffers Significant Loss

USSS member and Prexie collector Albert “Chip” Briggs recently suffered a signif-
icant loss of which the membership should be aware. Chip writes:

I want to alert all of my friends and contacts in philately to a batch of
missing auction purchases of Presidential Series postal history. A package
containing 15 lots of individual covers I successfully bid on in the October 4-S
Harmers International Sale was taken to the Mail Box Store in Yorktown
Heights, New York where the package was allegedly turned over to FedEx for
shipment to Virginia. FedEx claims to have no record of receiving the package.
Harmers International is filing a police report and I have notified the APS
Stamp Theft Committee. While all of the covers are special and appealing to
me, some of the covers are truly historic and their loss would be a loss not only
for me but a loss for philately and future potential owners and caretakers of
the items as well. I have included catalogue images and lot numbers in this
email. If anyone sees any of these items offered for sale in the marketplace or
online or has any information as to their whereabouts, please let myself or
Joan Harmer at Harmers International know.

Chip’s PDF inventory of the covers is available to down-
load from this web link: https://qrcodes.pro/PjWSDW.or by
scanning the QR code with your mobile device. The APS
Stamp Theft Committee is a resource for collectors who may
have been the victim of a theft. For more information, visit
their page at: https://classic.stamps.org/Stamp-Thefts.
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US Specialist Articles Have Extended Reach

Articles prepared by USSS Farley Era Committee Chairman Paul M. Holland have
recently appeared in other philatelic journals around the world. Holland is a prolific
author with significant credits in philatelic, numismatic and other scholarly journals.
Not unexpectedly, Holland’s article, “1943-44 Overrun Countries Series: Netherlands,”
(The U.S. Specialist, August 2023) was translated and reprinted in Hertog Post in the
Netherlands. His work on early essays of the Overrun Countries stamps ( The U.S. Spe-
cialist, September 2023 ) was also reprinted in the November edition of U.S. Stamp News.
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Letters to the Editor

Regarding “Early Chicago Precan-
cels (the C’s) on the Brown Large
Numeral Postage Due Stamps”

I enjoyed Harry Charles’ article very
much. I wanted to add an additional bit
of information on one of the covers illus-
trated, that being the one addressed to Joy
Morton. I would imagine that this is the
same Joy Morton who founded Morton
Salt Company in 1889. As a one-time em-
ployee of the old Teletype Corporation, I
can tell you that Teletype (a manufacturer
of teleprinters, which would often be
heard chattering away in the background
of network news broadcasts of the ‘50s
and early ‘60s) began life as the Morkrum
company, a partnership between Mor-
ton and inventor Howard Krum. It later
became Morkrum-Kleinschmidt, before
being purchased by AT&T in 1930 and
becoming a division of Western Electric.
Being on the payroll of Teletype in 1980,
I still have the souvenir booklet given to
all employees celebrating 50 years of being
included in the Bell System.

Mr. Morton was very much involved
in Chicago business and civic life. He was

the son of J. Sterling Morton, who was
the originator of Arbor Day. Through the
efforts of Joy Morton, there are two out-
standing natural sites in existence today;
Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Illinois and
Arbor Lodge State Historical Park and
Arboretum in Nebraska City, Nebraska.

Gary Olson
USSS #16374
Round Lake, IL

More Regarding “Early Chicago
Precancels...”

Harry Charles’ article on Banknote
Postage Dues with Chicago precancels in
the November Specialist led us (LP and
CG) to a conversation regarding the thus
far unrecorded Chicago Pearl precancel
on the 30¢ Banknote Due stamp Scott
J6. For that matter, Harry Charles reported
that no 30¢ early Postage Dues are known
with any early Chicago precancel. In one
of our collections (CG) two examples of
J6 with Chicago Pearl precancels — one
in magenta and another in black — were
found. Both precancels are light, as is typi-
cal with these precancels (see illustration).
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Adjustment of images of these stamps with
Photoshop makes these precancels more
apparent. The top image shows two exam-
ples, the left stamp with precancelin purple
and the right stamp in black. The middle
and bottom images show the top image
rotated 180° and darkened to emphasize
the precancels that show unequivocally
that that these are Chicago Pearls and not
the similar New York variety.

An interesting point to note is that
Charles’ article indicates no 30¢ Postage
Dues with early Chicago precancels. These
examples show that the full range of values
of the early Banknote Postage Dues were
precanceled with the earliest Chicago
precancel; these may have lasted into later
years while lower values were precanceled
with later styles of precancels.

Leonard Piszkiewicz
USSS #12127
Santa Clara, CA

Charles Gherman
USSS #5280
San Francisco, CA

Regarding 1939 Trans-Atlantic Air
Mail Stamp and World War II

Forreaders interested inlearning more
about the postal history of the 30-cent
Globe stamp on the eve of and during
World War II, I can refer them to my six-
frame exhibit, entitled U.S. Transatlantic
30-Cent Globe Airmail Stamp at Work
(1939-1942), shown at PIPEX 2023. It
may be seen online at: https://www.pipex-
stampshow.org/PIPEX2023/Exhibits2023/
Exh27Fiset/exframe01.html.

Louis Fiset
USSS #10238
Seattle, WA

Corrections

On page 395 (The
U.S. Specialist, Octo-
ber 2023), a sharp-
eyed member pointed
out that the article
neglected to mention
the 24¢ Old North
Church stamp from
the 1975-81 Ameri-
canaseries (Scott 1603) and 24¢ Common
Buckeye stamps from 2006 (Scott 4000-
4002). Also on page 396, the original value
planned for the 24¢ Benjamin Harrison
stamp was 30¢.
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Overrun Countries
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1943-44 Overrun Countries Series:
Austria

by Paul M. Holland
USSS #16849 | Santa Barbara, CA 93111
pholland.thorleaf @gmail.com

The envelope carrying this letter bears the commemorative postage stamp
issued in honor of Austria. This is the eleventh in our series of stamps being
issued as a tribute to the European countries which have been overrun and
occupied by the Axis forces of aggression.

— From a signed November 23, 1943 letter sent with a Favor First
Day Cover of the 5¢ Austria stamp of the 1943-44 Overrun Countries
Series sent to Marvin McIntyre at the White House by Deputy Third
Assistant Postmaster General Roy M. North.

Itis interesting to note that in his original October 22, 1942 memo to Marvin McIn-
tyre on overrun countries stamps, FDR lists only eight overrun European countries in
the order “Norway, Holland, Belgium, Greece, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland and
Luxembourg”' Stamps for France, Albania and Austria were then added to these in a
press release of May 11, 1943 for a “series of eleven new postage stamps, commemorating
the heroic and continuing resistance to the Axis powers by the peoples of over-run and
occupied countries of Europe.”

Austria presents an unusual case among these European countries since Austria
had actually been part of Germany for more than five years, dating from the time of
the Anschluss on March 12, 1938. The idea of Anschluss, or the union of Austria with
Germany to form a “Greater Germany,” dates back to the aftermath of World War I,
when it was believed that without its empire, Austria would no longer be economically
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viable. However, union with Germany was forbidden under the Treaty of Versailles.
Once the Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933, pressure for Anschluss reemerged,
and in a failed coup attempt, Austrian chancellor Dollfuss was assassinated in 1934. His
replacement, Kurt Schuschnigg, resisted Anschluss but finally announced a March 13,
1938 voter referendum on union with Germany. Schuschnigg himself was pressured
into resigning on March 11, 1938, by an ultimatum and invasion threats from Hitler. He
was replaced as chancellor by the Austrian Nazi Arthur Seyss-Inquart, who then invited
the German army into Austria the following day. Later, a plebiscite on Anschluss was
held on April 10, 1938, where 99.7% approved in a closely watched non-secret ballot.

Designed by the American Bank Note Company, the die proof for the Austria Over-
run Countries stamp was first approved on September 4, 1943, as shown in Figure 1.
Three colors were used in printing the Austria stamp: blue violet for the outer engraved
frame, with color offset printing of the Austrian flag in red and black. Plate proofs show
thata “shared” layout was employed in printing full sheets of 200 stamps, with the bottom
two panes of 50 for Austria and the top two for Albania.

FOR APPROVAL

Figure 1. Large die proof for the Austria stamp as approved September 4, 1943 (Image courtesy of the
Smithsonian National Postal Museum).

Overrun Countries stamps for Austria were issued on November 23, 1943, in
Washington, DC, with the first sheet of stamps bought by Postmaster General (PMG)
Frank C. Walker from Third Assistant PMG Ramsey S. Black. As in the case for other
Overrun Countries stamps, Deputy Third Assistant PMG Roy North sent a favor FDC
with signed letter to Marvin McIntyre at the White House. This is shown in Figure 2.
McIntyre was, in fact, the original recipient of FDR’s White House memo that initiated
the Overrun Countries stamp series. Since there was no Austrian ambassador, Roy North
had Postmaster General Walker autograph this favor FDC instead.
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THE DEPUTY THIRD T POST

WASHINGTON

November 23, 1943.

Dear Mr. McIntyre:

The envelope carrying this letter bears
tne commemorative postage stamp issued in
honor of Austria. This is the eleventh in
our series of stamps being issued as a tribute
to the European countries which have been over-
run and occupied by the Axis forces of aggres-
sion.

This stamp was first placed on sale today
at Washington, D. C., and it is a pleasure to
send this first day cover to you with the
autograph of the Postmaster General.

Sincefely yours,

e

Honorable Marvin lclntyre,
Secretary to the President,
The White House,
Washingten 25, D. C.

THE DEPUTY
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

Honorable Marvin McIntyre,

L

Postmester General

Secretary to the President,

The White House,

A

Washington 25, D. C.

First day cover

Figure 2. Deputy Third Assistant PMG favor FDC for Austria stamp signed by Postmaster General
Walker, with letter from Roy North sent to Marvin McIntyre at the White House.

“

‘._‘f 3 -
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Mrs. W. W. Howes
1635 Myrtle Street, NW
Washington 12, D.C.

Figure 3. Favor FDC for the Austria stamp sent by PMG Walker to Mrs. W. W. Howes.

AsPostmaster General, Frank C. Walker did not send out nearly as many favor FDCs
with signed letters as his predecessor PMG James A. Farley, frequently opting instead
to send unsigned favor FDCs on official PMG stationery with enclosed printed notices
about the stamp. For example, I have a complete set of fourteen of these for Overrun
Countries stamps sent to Mrs. W. W. Howes, wife of the former First Assistant Postmaster
General William W. Howes, all with printed notices from the Post Office Department,
with that for Austria shown in Figure 3.

FDCs were also created for stamps of the Overrun Countries Series using official
White House stationery. I'm fortunate in having an example of one of these for the Austria

THE WHITE HOUSE "UNITED STATES POSTAGE (3

]

Miss Dorothy Shanley,
The White House,

FIRST DAY COVER : Washington, D. C.

Figure 4. Overrun Countries FDC on official White House stationery for Austria.
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stamp, as shown in Figure 4. This was sent to Miss Dorothy Shanley, who served in the
White House during both the FDR and Truman administrations.

Shown in Figure S is an unaddressed FDC with Anderson cachet for the Austrian
Overrun Countries stamp that includes a block of text recounting details of the Anschluss.
Note that this is franked by a corner margin block of four that displays the country name
in the margin, printed in black by offset printing in the upper right margin of each pane
of fifty stamps.

AUSTRIA

LWMM ULTIMATUM FROM BEBLIN. MARCH I MBA
w,\cuw SCHUSCHNIGG, THE AUSTRIAN CHANC
NWISDN{B AT RIS -NAZI SUCCESSOR'S D.EQ\I GED.

CF 50,000 °10 E ORDEZ ALL

NY SENT AN AQMY PRESERY!
HABOGTNT £ 11 6 WeRE OKUDED. W SPITE OF MURDER
AND PEQSECUITION, USED BY THE GESTAPO TO ENFORCE
THE AUTRORITY OF THE NVADEDS, THE AUSTDIANS FIGHT

FOR FREEDOM WIHI !'VEEY MEANS AT THEIR COMMAND.  ~

Figure 5. FDC with Anderson cachet for the Austrian Overrun Countries stamp.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt received mail from around the world, and my
worldwide postal history collection includes more than 500 covers sent to FDR from 45
countries. Shown in Figure 6 is an October 13, 1937, registered mail cover from Vienna
sent to FDR five months before the Anschluss. It is franked with Scott 364, 366 and 368,
depicting regional costumes of Austria. The back shows the return address to be from
Vienna’s district VIIL, with registration backstamps showing arrival in Washington, DC
(via New York) on October 22, 1937.

A second registered mail cover from my collection encapsulates much of the story
of European countries overrun by Germany in World War II. Shown in Figure 7, this
April 15, 1940 censored mail was sent from Vienna, Austria to Belgium only a few days
after Denmark and Norway were invaded on April 9. Belgium itself was attacked several
weeks later, on May 10, 1940, in a massive German Blitzkrieg invasion that led to the
rapid conquest of Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and France. This occurred
about two years after the 1938 Anschuss, accounting for the use of German stamps.
Unusually, this cover is franked with German semipostal stamps whose surtax was used
to benefit Hitler’s National Culture Fund and the Postal Employees’ Fund (Scott B149,
B151, B157 and B159).

Note that the printed return address of Dr. Otto Kreisby from Vienna’s District
XVII on this cover has been scratched out and replaced with a handwritten address in
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‘ Figure 6. October 13, 193 7, ngtstered cover sent to FDR ﬁ'om Vienna, Austria.




542 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

Figure 7. OKW Censored registered mail cover sent from Vienna to Belgium

Vienna’s District VIII, closer to the city center. Could this address change somehow be
related to the Anschluss or the war? There may be an interesting story here, but without
an enclosed letter or other information, it’s difficult to say.

At the end of World War II, the Anschluss was immediately reversed, and Austria
was again separated from Germany. The eastern and most populated parts of Austria,
including Vienna, were occupied by the Red Army, and the provisional government set
up there under Soviet occupation included postal service. For this, stamps were urgently
needed, and so overprints were applied to the large inventory of German postage stamps
available. The first four of these (Scott 390-393) from early May 1945 are shown in the
top row of Figure 8. They were diagonally overprinted with Osterreich (Austria) across
the face of Adolf Hitler on German definitive postage stamps of the 1941 “Hitler head”
series. Those at the left have the Osterreich overprint only; those on the right also have

TETVT TV

Figure 8. Immediate post-war occupation stamps for Austria.
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an obliterating bar over Deutsches Reich. These apparently showed too much of Hitler’s
portrait and were superseded at the beginning of June 1945 by the overprinted stamps
in the bottom row (Scott 398-402) that added vertical bars that thoroughly obliterated
the profile of Hitler. These are among the last postage stamps that show Hitler. By July
1945, altogether new designs with an Austrian Eagle holding a hammer and sickle were
issued for the Soviet zone, while in the Allied zone, stamps employed a Post Horn design.
In November 1945, these stamps were replaced by regular postage stamps of the Second
Republic of Austria, although the occupation of Austria did not formally end until 1955.

World War IT'was certainly the most terrible war in human history, with an estimated
70-8S million fatalities, mostly civilians. However, I'd like to end this holiday issue with
one of the war’s few “feel good” stories. As General George Patton’s Third Army rapidly
moved into southern Germany and Austria in the closing days of the war in Europe,
advanced forces of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment became involved in Operation Cowboy,
an effort to rescue the famous Lipizzan horses of the Spanish Riding School of Vienna
that dates back to the sixteenth century. Its director, Alois Podhajsky, a famed horseman
and bronze medallist at the 1936 Olympics, had evacuated the stallions from Vienna to
St. Martin’s, a small town in Upper Austria, for safety. Although St. Martin’s was quickly
captured by the Americans, the Lipizzaner breeding stock and mares were located in
the small town of Hostau, Czechoslovakia, along with some Allied prisoners-of-war
(POWs) a few miles inside the agreed-upon demarcation line for future Soviet occupa-
tion. Podhajsky begged the Americans to rescue them and save the future of the Spanish
Riding School. This request fell on sympathetic ears, as General Patton himself was a
horseman who had competed in the 1912 Olympics, and many of the soldiers under his
command were experienced cavalrymen.

~

Figure 9. Photograph of Operation Cowboy from May 1945 (Lipizzanermuseum, Vienna).
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As a result, a daring raid by 2nd Cavalry recon-
naissance troops was improvised that involved unusual
cooperation among the US Army and elements of the
German Wehrmacht, who much preferred to surrender
to the Americans. In Operation Cowboy, Allied POWs
in Hostau were liberated, Wehrmacht soldiers surren-
dered to the Americans, and the Lipizzaner breeding
farm was secured. The problem then became evacuating
the horses before the Red Army arrived since it was
feared that the Russians might simply slaughter them
for horse meat. Here, US cavalry troops, with help
from newly freed Allied POWS, newly captive German
POWs, and even some Cossack horsemen, rode and
herded the horses using a convoy of vehicles to carry
pregnant mares and new-born foals to safety, as shown
Figure 10. Cover image for Disney’s  in Figure 9.

Miracle of the White Stallions. After the war, Alois Podhajsky continued as di-
rector of the Spanish Riding School, which had temporarily relocated to Wels in Upper
Austria. In 1955, the Spanish Riding School finally returned to Vienna, where it remains
today. The story of Operation Cowboy and the rescue of the famed Lipizzan horses was
later dramatized in a 1963 Disney movie, Miracle of the White Stallions (Figure 10). Put-
ting Operation Cowboy into perspective, US Colonel Reed, one of the key participants,
said, “We were so tired of death and destruction, we wanted to do something beautiful.”

References
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from the Modern Postal History Committee

Pressure Sensitive
Bands

by Stuart Gitlow
USSS #8892 | =drgitlow@aol.com

We recently described the varieties of Label
14 facing slips (U.S. Specialist, November 2023),
which encouraged postal patrons to separate their
mail forlocal or out-of-town delivery. From roughly
1959 until 1980, volume mailers were approached
differently; instead of using facing slips, they were
to use pressure-sensitive bands to presort their
bundles. These pressure-sensitive bands were long
strips of brown paper wrapped around a bundle
of first-class mail; the ends would adhere to one
another like an old self-sealing envelope, so they
would not require one to strip off a backing to reveal
adhesive. Although the Postal Bulletin indicated the
bands to be packaged in boxes of 100, they came in
boxes 0f 200 and were part of the “patron separation
program.”

Local and Out-of-Town separation was accom-
plished using POD Labels 15A and 15B, respective-
ly. Variations such as Within State and Out-of-State
were differentiated as Labels 15L and 15H, respec-
tively. Even New York City differentiated between
Manhattan and other boroughs with Labels 16D
and 16B, respectively. Label 19A was first announced in the 10/10/63 Postal Bulletin as
being an airmail pressure-sensitive band.

Figure 1.

These bands were not to be distributed to residential patrons but only to businesses
with substantial outgoing volume. In fact, post offices had to jump through a few hoops
to obtain them directly, either by having 200 or more employees or submitting a request
citing justification to Regional Directors for authorization.

The pressure-sensitive adhesive tended to deteriorate quickly with time, so the
boxes were marked to indicate the contents should be used by a point one year after the
manufacturing date.

The list that follows presents those pressure-sensitive bands that have been reported
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Figure 2. Figure 3. Figure 4.

over the years. Our figuresillustrate the printed portion of the band, with the remainder
being blank and wrapped around the bundle of mail.

1.
2. Label 15-A 8-58 (Local) - Figure 1
3. LABEL 15-A NOV. 1959

4. LABEL 15-A APRIL 1960

S. LABEL 15-A DEC. 1962 - Figure 2
6.
7
8
9.
1

Label 15-A 7-58

Label 15-A. Dec. 1966

. Label 15-A Nov. 1969
. Label 15-A Oct. 1970 - Figure 3

Label 15-B Sept. 1964 (Out of Town)

0.Label 15-B March 1968
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Figure S.

Figure 6.

Figure 7.

Quality US Stamps
At Competitive Prices
Free pricelist available via mail or on
my web site. Mint & used singles,
blocks, plate blocks, & back of book.
New issue service available.

ng Scott A. Shaulis
P.O. Box 549
Murrysville, PA 15668
scott(@shaulisstamps.com
www.shaulisstamps.com

2018 HEBERT'’S

All New and Revised
Mint and Used Plate Number
Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

Expanded pricing, back-of-the-book,
tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types

Rick Burdsall /APNSS
P.O. Box 1023
Palatine, IL 60078-1023
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11.Label 15-B Oct. 1970
12.Label 15-D Sept. 1964 (Massachusetts) — Figure 4
13.LABEL 15-H JUNE 1968 (Out of State) — Figure S
14.LABEL 15-L MAY 1970 (Within State) — Figure 6
15.Label 16-B July 1963 (Bronx Brooklyn Queens Staten Island & Out of Town)
a. Aug 1976 and Oct 1977 manufacturing dates reported
16.Label 16B 1963
a. May 1978 and May 1979 manufacturing dates were reported
17.Label 16B 1980, manufactured in January 1980 — Figure 7
18.Label 16-B 1980, manufactured in September 1980
19.Label 16-D Aug. 1959 (Manhattan Only) - Figure 8
a. August 1976 and April 1977 manufacturing date reported
20. Label 16D 1959 with May 1979
manufacturing date
21. Label 16 - D May 1968
22. Label 16D 1980 with January
1980 manufacturing date
23. Label 19-A July 1967 with
October 1975 manufacturing date
(Airmail) - Figure 9
24. LABEL 19-B with April 1981
manufacturing date (Foreign Air-
mail)

The
\\(ﬁhwrﬁdﬁ

of e 15+ Glassic P

. Philatelic Classics Societyis
anot-for-profit collector organization
exclusively devoted to 19th century
United States stamps and postal
history. Our quarterly Chronicle is
widely recognized for presenting
new scholarship and discoveries. For
membership information and much
more, find us at:

WWW.USpCs.org.

Figure 8. Figure 9.
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Coils & Coil Line Pairs

Scott 1519 Coil Line Pairs (Not)

by Greg M. Ajamian
USSS #9506 | =sd40gma@aol.com
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Figure 1 - Scott # 1519 Coil Pair.

The 10¢ Crossed Flags coil stamps (Scott 1519) were issued on December 14, 1973.
Printed on the multicolor Huck Press, the 72-subject plates for the coil stamps were four
columns wide and 18 rows tall.' Each of the large intaglio printing plate cylinders of the
web-fed rotary press held 30 plates® to print the continuous web of paper that was later
slit into individual strips that were cut into coils of 100, 500, or 3000.*

[A very detailed explanation of the Huck press, with particular references to the
printing of the crossed flag stamps, can be found in part 2 of George Brett’s article in The
United States Specialist, Volume 46, No. 12, December 1975, pages 568-577 *]

There were no guidelines engraved on the plates, so officially, there are no “coil line
pairs” in the traditional sense. The lines that appear on the coil stamps are actually “joint
lines;” a result of ink accumulating in the joint between adjacent printing plates that was
sometimes picked up and transferred to the web of paper. There is a note in the Scott
catalog under the listing for Scott 1519 that reads, “Huck press printings often show
parts of a joint line, but this feature is not consistent.”*

Some stamp dealers charge a premium over ‘normal’ Scott 1519 coil pairs for pairs
that have a line or portion thereof, as shown in Figure 1. Sometimes, they will charge
more for what they refer to as a “100% line,” as shown in Figure 2. On the other hand,
one dealer once told me that since they are “not really coil line pairs,” he refuses to sell
them at all and just uses them for postage.
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Assuming Figure 2 is an image of a so-
called “100% line,” I like to refer to the coil
strip below in Figure 3 as having a “200%
line pair” with the line across the perfora-
tions and on all of the blind perforation
“hanging chads”

In my experience, red joint lines (Figure
4) seem to be less common than blue lines.

. Onrare occasions, both
€ red and blue complete
lines appear between
the same two stamps
(Figure S). Even more
unusual in my experi-

ence with this issue is a

A B DADA0HD. "5

0 e e
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Figure 6. Red & blue mixed line.

part red/part blue line
(Figure 6).

Usually, the two printing cylinders were
positioned to synchronize the positions of
the plates for both colors. Since the marginal
markings are not visible on the coil stamps,
we can only imply this was the case from the
fact that when both color lines are present,
they are both usually between the same two
coil stamps. However, occasionally one of
the printing cylinders was shifted in relation
to the other. [In the case of the sheet stamps,
this resulted in the “alternative arrangement”
of the marginal markings explained in the
Durland listing for the Scott 1509 sheet
stamps.'] We can imply that the red and blue
printing cylinders were sometimes “out of
sync” during coil printing when both a red
and a blue jointline appear on coils separated

by one stamp (Figure 7).

As you can imagine, some Scott 1519
misperforated (Figure 8) and Scott 1519a
imperforate coil stamps can also display
similar joint lines, as shown in Figure 9.

At times, the amount of ink deposited
between stamps was excessive and in no
way could be confused with a traditional
engraved line (Figure 10).



DECEMBER 2023 551

Figure 9. Joint lines on imperforate and miscut pairs.

The "extra" ink on this issue does not always appear as a line across the perforations.
There are many examples of smears or blobs of ink, with or without a joint line between
stamps. For some reason, which I cannot explain, the extra blob of red ink usually
appears to the left of the perforations, and extra blobs of blue ink typically appear to
the right of the perforations. However, these observations are not without exceptions
as shown in Figure 11.

The extra ink can appear in many ways between stamps. Figure 12 shows two more
interesting examples.
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Figure 11. Ink smears or “blobs;” with or without lin

Figure 12. Other joint ink depositss.
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10¢ Crossed Flags sheet stamp [Scott 1509]

Just for the sake of completeness, the 10¢ Crossed Flags sheet stamps (Scott 1509),
issued on December 8, 1973, were also printed on the multicolor Huck Press. But in this
case, they used 80-subject plates for the sheet stamps, which were four stamps wide and
20 rows tall.' Both large intaglio printing cylinders held 30 plates>* to print the continuous
web of paper that was later slit in two and cut into panes of 100 (ten by ten stamps each).

As you might expect, because the sheet stamps were printed on the same press
and using a similar arrangement of plates as the coils, ink buildup in the joints between
plates resulted in similar varieties of lines, smears, and artifacts on the sheet stamps as
demonstrated in the images below.

:
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Figure 13. Joint ink deposits on Scott 1509 10¢ Crossed Flags
sheet stamps.
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Vintage Photo of the Month

Pearl Harbor

by Rodney A. Juell
USSS #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

3
3

E .
g to China :A.mer.l'c
seeccccccen.

Lilian Reynolds, an employee of the Honolulu
post office, is shown sorting letters and Christmas
cards salvaged from a warship in Pearl Harbor follow-
ing the attack of December 7, 1941. After being dried
theywere forwarded to the families and sweethearts
of the service members who mailed them.

Destroyer Reuben James sunk October 51 : Civil De.

The attack on Pear]l Harbor was remembered on
one of the ten stamps in the sheet “1941: A World
at War” (Scott 2559). The stamps were issued on
September 3, 1991.
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Germany breaks
1939 pact, invades
U.S.5.R. in June,
blitzkrieg almost
reaches Moscow.
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from the Revenue Issues Committee

The Decisions of 1894
Newspaper & Periodical Stamps

by Chris Jenkins
USSS #16951

The spring of 1894 was a busy time
for those in Washington D.C. responsible
for postage stamp production. Claude M.
Johnson, Chief of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing (Figure 1) and Thomas F,
Morris, Chief of the Engraving Division,
were at work on the newly won contract
for postage stamp production. Prior to
that time, the printing of US postage
stamps had been performed for the
Post Office Department by the private
banknote companies.

We are fortunate that some of the
correspondence between the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing and the Post
Office Department is preserved in the
National Archives. Based on those doc-
uments, published sources, and selected
philatelic items, this article explores
decisions made in 1894 in the context of
the newspaper & periodical stamps. Of particular interest is the correspondence file of
Kerr Craige, 3" Assistant Postmaster General. For simplicity, I refer to the “Bureau of
Engraving and Printing” as “The Bureau,” and the newspaper & periodical stamps as
the “newspaper stamps.”

.' S = i g _ N
Figure 1. Claude M. Johnson Chief of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing (photograph courtesy Library
of Congress).

A Temporary Supply

On April 4, 1894, Wesley Davis, The Post Office Department’s postage stamp agent
in New York City, addressed a letter to Kerr Craige. Davis’s communication confirmed
that the dies and transfer rolls used for current stamps, including the newspaper stamps,
were on their way from American Banknote Company in New York City to Washington
by registered mail. Davis also reported that the shipment included S boxes containing
85 worn plates used for current stamp production. That shipment transferred the heart
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of stamp production from American Banknote to the Bureau.

Although a new series of newspaper stamps was planned for issue in 1895, The Post
Office Department determined that stocks of several of the existing series were in short
supply and would be needed to meet demand in 1894. All but the 1 cent value of that
old, existing series had been designed by Continental Banknote Company, a predecessor
of the American Banknote Company, and had been in use since 1875. The 1 cent value
was first used in 1885.

Asastop gap, the Post Office Department requested that the Bureau print additional
copies of the old designs for the 1, 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, 24, 36, 60 and 96 cent denominations
and the $1 and $3 denominations. The worn plates from American Banknote were
used, following some reengraving, thus creating a short-term supply. Those stamps are
designated in the Scott Specialized Catalog of United States Stamps and Covers as Scott
PR90-PR101.

In a letter written April 11, Johnson asked Craige about colors for stamps and
included a color proposal for the regular issues. With respect to the newspaper issues,
Johnson wrote “...since this is an existing series, no color decision is needed” While that
was true for the colors of the newspaper stamps the Bureau would produce in 1894 from
the old American Banknote plates, it was not entirely the case for what would become
the new 1895 series.

The New Series

A few days earlier, on March 31, 1894, Johnson had submitted a design proposal
for anew newspaper stamp design to Craige. Although the file contains no specificity as
to which design this was, circumstantial evidence suggests it was the design ultimately
used for the 1-10 cent issues. The design for those issues is the only design for the 1895
series using no elements of the old design. On April 2™, Craige replied to Johnson that
the design was approved and requested “.. that each denomination above 10 cents be
given a design of its own”.

In a second April 11th letter, Johnson wrote Craige about the newspaper stamps
and said, “A reduction in the number of these stamps would secure economy in the matter of
engraving and the making of plates”. It was a pragmatic request because there was a total
of twenty-five denominations of newspaper stamps in the old series.

There is an unsigned note on a scrap of paper in Craige’s file, proposing that new
newspaper stamps be created in the denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 25, and 50 cents and
2, 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 dollars. The note recommends that the stamps be oblong, so
that the newspaper stamps could be readily distinguished from other stamps. The note
includes a sketch showing an elongated rectangle, more closely approximating the shape
of an oblong revenue stamp, such as Scott R43, and bearing no resemblance to the two
shapes ultimately used for the 1895 newspaper series. The note also proposed that only
two colors be used. ...one color for odd number denominations and the other color for
even number denominations! That would have been an unusual set, and probably not
nearly as beautiful as the stamps which were ultimately produced.

Appropriately, the Post Office Department was using the blank side of soon to be
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obsolete newspaper stamp record forms as a source of scrap paper for some of the notes
retained in the file.

Johnson’s request for a reduced number of denominations was answered almost
immediately. Craige’s correspondence file contains a cover sheet that summarizes the
contents of a letter from Craige to Johnson on April 14th, requesting the new newspaper
stamps in the denominations listed above. In that way the number of denominations was
reduced from twenty-five to twelve. No mention was made of shape or color.

Color Models

For much of 1894, the question of color for some stamps in the new series remained
unanswered. Craige’s annual report, dated October 31, 1894, contains the following:

A new series of newspaper and periodical stamps has also been decided
upon, differing in size materially from the old series, but maintaining their
general characteristics. Several of the dies of the new series have been engraved,
but none of the working plates. The colors are as yet undetermined, but the
denominations will be 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 25, and S0 cents, and $2, $5, $10, $20,
$50 and $100. Further description of these stamps can not now be given.

It is noteworthy that a 3-cent value was now planned to be part of the series, which
would have brought the total number of denominations up from twelve to thirteen. A
3-cent value was never produced, nor are there any known essays of that denomination.

Color selection apparently began before all the dies for the new stamps were com-
plete, necessitating the use of color models. I will use the term “color model” to designate
an item not using the design of the finished stamp. A few color models, in the form of
large die proofs, were created using the old dies the Bureau had received from American
Banknote. In other words, the Bureau made color models for the 1895 series using the
old designs originally created for the 1875 series of newspaper stamps.

Shown in Figure 2 is a large die proof

I acquired in the R. A. Seigel Auction of
William Mooz’s collection. The proof has the
handwritten notation “Color O.K. July 18/94”

. and theinitials of Thomas F. Morris. There are
*also faint pencil markings on the model which
may include another set of initials. A very

. similar color model was used by the Bureau
| | for planning the new series of postage due
1, " | stamps also underway during the summer of

: | 1894. The collection of Thomas Morris’ son,
Voo Vs O 4 | Thomas Morris II, included a large die proof

‘ ofthe obsolete 2 cent postage due stamp with

Colrr
| / y‘ the notation “OK for Color, July 12.” Morris
clatt

| II noted that this die proof had been printed
(Figure 2. Large die proof used as a color model

at the Bureau from the old American die and
for the 1895 series.) was a color specimen for the new series of
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postage due stamps. An excellent
photograph of that color model is
included in the book Postage Due
by Harry K. Charles, Jr., PH.D. and
published by the Collector’s Club
of Chicago.

Shown in Figures 3 and 4 are
color models for the $5 newspaper
value using large die proofs of the
old $6 1875 die. Figure 3has a pen-
cil notation which reads “Prussian
Blue + 3 White December 14/94.”
Figure 4 is a proof from the same
die, with the notation “OK for $5
Dec 15/94” mostly written within
the die sinkage. Thomas F. Morris
IT wrote an article published in the
January and April 1957 issues of
the Essay-Proof Journal. Morris IT’s
article included a black and white
photograph of this die proof. Mor-
ris II identified the approval
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Figure 3. Color model for the 189S $5 issue, “Prussian Blue

+ 3 White”.

& ‘r_l

notation as having been made
by his father and described it
as a design approval for the
new $S issue. That photograph
did not include the color no-
tation written below the die
sinkage which T have included
in the uncropped photo. It
probably reads “Milesi Blue
+ White”.

A proofofthe finished $5
plate was approved by Johnson
and Morris on January 12,
1895, so the dates noted on
the two color models fit that
time frame.

The Green Essay

Shown in Figure § is an
essay of the 1 cent value in
green. The existence of an
essay in green is noteworthy
because all the other Scott

= gu

Figure 4. Color model for the $5 issue, “Milesi Blue plus White.”
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Figure 5. Scott PR102-E2.

The Trial Color Proofs

listed essays produced for the 1895 Newspaper series
are eitherin black or in a color reasonably close to the
color finally selected for the stamp. Perhaps the green
essay also served as a trial color model. It is an essay
and not a trial color proof, because it is incomplete
in several respects, including a lack of shading in the
numerals and vertical lettering. The essay, which is
listed by Scott as PR102-E2, was probably produced
prior to July 21, 1894. The 1 cent die had been final-
ized by that date.

Thomas F. Morris II's 1957 article also mentions
the existence of a one-cent essay in red brown. That
essay is not cataloged and has not appeared in sales
of major newspaper stamp collections of the past 30
years, so it awaits re-discovery.

Several trial color proofs were produced by the Bureau, although in general the color
scheme ultimately selected used many of the same colors which had been used in the
1875 series. All the trial color proofs of the 1895 newspaper series were die proofs. No
trial color plate proofs of these issues are known.

The Bureau produced a large die trial color proof in scarlet of the one cent value,
which s listed by Scott as PR102TC1ae. Although this would have resulted in a beautiful

Figure 6. Trial color die proof of the 50-cent Figure 7. Trial color die proof of the 50-cent value in

value in deep carmine.

black.
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stamp, it may have been too close in color to that ultimately selected for the 25 and 50
cent values. While the final color selected for the 1 through 10 cent values was black,
the existence of the green die essay and a deep scarlet die trial color proof suggest that
a range of possibilities were evaluated. Perhaps consideration was being given to the
note in Craige’s file recommending alternating colors. If that were the case, alternation
of scarlet and black values or scarlet and green values would have been logical. It seems
unlikely that alternating green and black values would have been selected because the
colors are more difficult to distinguish in poor light.

Large die trial color proofs exist for all the denominations of 25-cents and above,
except for the $20 value. A few examples follow.

Shown in Figure 6 is a trial color die proof of the 50-cent value in deep carmine.
Figure 7 is a trial color die proof of that denomination in black.

The trial color proofs of the 25 and S0 cent values are a subject that would benefit
from further study. The wide range of pink, red and carmine colors in the issued stamps

Figure 8. Trial color die proof of the 50-cent value.
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visually appear to overlap some of the trial color die proofs. Other articles have document-
ed the degree of color variability in the 2- cent values of the first Bureau series of regular
issues, and it seems likely that those variability issues were present in the newspaper issues.

As an example of the variability among the reds, I have shown in Figure 8 alarge die
proof, ina color probably outside the range of the regular stamps and apparently outside

Figure 10. Large die trial color proof of the $10 issue in
black.

the range of the listed trial color
proofs. The color is most closely
approached by the color sample
for Rosine in a Stanley Gibbons
stamp color key. Whether this was
intended as a trial color remains
undetermined.

Unlike the color models of the
$S issue shown in Figures 2 and 3
which used the obsolete $6 die, the
large die trial color proofin Figure
9 was produced from the finished
$5 die. The handwritten notation
below the image reads “Cobalt +
White.”

Hlustrated in Figure 10 is a
large die trial color proofin black of
the $10issue. Shown in Figure 11is
the deep rose trial color proof of the
$50 issue. The color of this proof is
quite different than the dull rose of
the finished stamp.

Conclusion

The surviving documents and
philatelic items make it possible to
see traces of the decisions required
in 1894 to produce a new series
of newspaper stamps. Despite the
many other projects taking place at
both the Bureau and the Post Office
Department, a range of options
were considered for the newspaper
issues. Denominations, color and
shape were all given consideration.
The result was a beautiful product
enjoyed by stamp collectors to this
day.
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Readers interested in learning more about
the newspaper stamps printed in 1894 from the
old plates will enjoy an excellent article by the
late William Mooz in the August 2013 issue of
The Chronicle, published by the US Philatelic
Classics Society.
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Revenue Issues

America's Embossed
Revenue Stamp Paper, Part VI:
American Colonial Issues -
New York Colony

by Roger S. Brody
USSS #11814 | =brody@usstamps.org

and John C. Rowe

The story of the Colony of New York stamps is like that of Massachusetts. The New
York Stamp Act, entitled “An Act for Erecting and Establishing a Stamp Office in New
York,” was passed on December 1, 1756, and was intended to take effect in one month on
January 1, 1757. It was initially designed to last one year but was extended on December
24,1757, to last for another year, and again on December 16, 1758, to last another year.
It finally expired on December 31, 1759. There was no redemption of the stamped paper,
and copies used after the expiration of the tax existed.

Like that of Massachusetts, this act made a provision for a stamp office. Abraham
Lott and Isaac Lowe were appointed managers of the stamps. Their appointment included
being charged with preparing dies and furnishing stamped paper.

The penalty for counterfeiting stamps was much more severe than in Massachusetts.
It provided that convicted persons “shall be fined at the discretion of the Court; also set
upon the gallows with a rope about his or her neck for the space of one hour and lose
his or her ears.”

The most vocal opposition to the tax came from newspaper editors and publishers
fearing that the costs could not be shifted to their subscribers. The editor of the New
York Mercury, published at the Bible and Crown in Queen Street, inserted the following
notice (Powers, 1947).

“As no reasonable person can imagine that the printer of the Mercury should pay
that tax himself, ‘tis thought it advisable to give public notice to all persons concerned
that, unless they incline to pay the duty, besides the former price, they need not expect
to be served with the Mercury any longer. “Tis hoped all those in arrears for the Mercury
will promptly discharge the same and consider that the sum to be raised by the Stamp
Office is to be laid up in the Defense of their Country.”

The subscribers accepted the increased cost, and the newspaper continued to
publish during the stamp duty requirement. The general public did not readily resent
paying the taxes.
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Rates

There were five values for the New York series: a Y2, and I penny, IT, IIT, and IV pence,
which were applied to a broader range of documents than the Massachusetts issues.

« The Y5 penny, asin the Massachusetts law, was intended for newspapers.

« The I penny pertained to legal documents such as arrest warrants,
summons, and writs of execution originating from Justices of the Peace
and Mayor’s Courts, as well as bills of lading and receipts for goods
shipped on board any vessel.

« The II pence rate applied to court declarations, pleas, replications,
rejoinders, demurrers, or other pleadings filed in any court of record
(i.e., Common Pleas and Superior Courts, etc.).

« The III pence rate was required on legal documents such as writs or
other processes issued from the courts of judicature; rulings or or-
ders made in any court of law; bills, answers, replications, rejoinders,
interrogations, depositions, etc. taken in a court of chancery; charter
parties, insurance policies, and protests; bail pieces; bonds, obliga-
tions, or other sealed instruments (except for original copies of wills);
indentures, and bills of sale for servants (slaves).

« The IV pence rate was intended for all deeds and mortgages for real
estate; probates of wills, copies of wills, and letters of administration;
bills of sale for all or part of ships and vessels; marriage licenses; and
civil licenses or military commissions; register of ships or other ves-
sels; libels, warrants, monitions, depositions, answers, inventories,
interrogatories, or decrees of the court of vice-admiralty; certificates
under the seal of a Notary Public or the seal of the Colony of New
York.

Like Massachusetts, the New York tax rates distinguish between documents from the
Justice of the Peace courts and the inferior Common Pleas, Mayor’s Courts, and Superior
Courts. In parallel to the Massachusetts law, the New York law taxes documents for the
lowest jurisdiction Justice of the Peace and Mayor’s courts at a lower rate than those
from the Common Pleas and Superior Courts and the Admiralty Court. It also does not
attempt to tax financial instruments. Only bonds are taxed; bills of exchange and orders
against accounts and notes of hand were ignored by the stamp duty law and not taxed.

Die Design

The New York issue had a more mundane design than the Massachusetts variations.
A single design for each duty rate value comprised the colonial seal or arms (Figure
1). The format featured a borderless oval stamp surrounding a shield, having figures
of four windmill sails, two beavers, and two kegs (either rum or flour, depending upon
the description of the seal). Like the designs used on the Massachusetts stamps, these
items were all essential to the New York colonial economy. The oval is about 26 mm in
height and about 21 mm in width at its widest point on a line about 1 to 1 /2 mm below
the bottoms of the kegs.
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Figure 1. Half and I Penny and I1, I1I and IV Pence New York stamps.

The design uses the face of a clock as a model indicator; the four arms of the wind-
mill are oriented at 10:30, 1:30, 4:30, and 7:30; the two kegs are oriented at 9:00 and
3:00; and the two beavers are at 12:00 and 6:00; all surrounded by the outline of a shield
topped by a crown. The shield is 13 mm high and 12% mm in width, and the crown is
6% mm high and 10 mm wide. Underneath the shield within the oval were the words
“NEW.YORK” and the stamp value in pence expressed in Roman numerals. All values
have a period between the words of the colony’s name. The words “NEW.YORK” are
about 12 mm wide and 1 %2 mm high. Denominations are also in letters 1%2 mm high
and stretching out about 12 mm in width.

Like the Massachusetts issue, the newspaper stamps were printed in ink and found
in the paper’s center (between the top and bottom), while the other four values were
embossed on the documents. The ink for printing the newspaper stamps is generally
presumed to be red, according to the Scott listing and on copies seen by the authors.
However, Leland Powers reported the issue being printed in black ink probably because
he found ablack-colored stamp on the February 14, 1757, issue of the New York Mercury
that he acquired in 1943 (Powers, 1947). This finding is possibly due to the document
being some kind of proof or a red impression where the ink has undergone significant
sulfurization.

Two dies are known for the III pence New York embossed stamp. Most documents
(about 85 percent based on a sample of about a dozen and a half documents) have the
standard die. On this common die (Die A), the impression of the paddle of the windmill
at the 4:30 position has three ribs on this paddle, and the upper corner of the paddle is
about 1 mm to the right of the lower left corner of the right keg. On the other III pence
die (Die B), the impression of the same paddle of the windmill
at the 4:30 position has four ribs, and the upper comer is
just below the lower left comer of the right keg. Also, the

left front foot of the beaver at the bottom of the Die B
impressions is to the left of the bottom point of the
shield outline, whereas the point is under the front feet
of the beaver on the other, more common die.

Only a single die has been reported for each of the
other denominations. The single dye could be due to
' - the relative scarcity of these issues, preventing adequate
Figure 2. Seal of the City of . v Y K X ¢ P . v 8 qu
New York. sampling for examination for die variations.

=
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With an eagle replacing the crown, these symbols remain to this day part of the seal
of the City of New York (Figure 2).

Types of Surviving New York Documents

Bills of Lading

As in Massachusetts, these documents were a contract given to a shipper by an
authorized representative of the transporting agency that 1) lists the goods shipped,
2) acknowledges their receipt, and 3) promises delivery to the person named. Several
stamped copies of this type of document survive. All known appear to be prepared on
pre-printed forms (Figure 3).

p— ¥
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in and wpon the good f&mﬂ alled the -
whereof iz Matter, under Geod, for this prefent Vn“agcjfmé‘nc){yn r//:;-_
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well-condidoned, at the aforefzid Port Df.%rym.;‘:w; gp;mpf,&_'(uﬂ » =~ o ~(the Dangee
ef the Seas only excepted) unto %&f{f?&(ﬁuﬂ
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ecor? g L didborn,
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God fend the good .;»,‘..9/: to her defired Port in Safety, dmes. D:L:ﬂ.ia"ﬂﬂg-%f)ﬁ

the o fimedeen /‘/U Day of Qugudb 17 547 2
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Figure 3. 1 Penny Bill of Lading: Shipment of Pig Mettles, New York to Norwich, August 19, 1756.

Bills of Sale

Bills of Sale are written statements certifying that the ownership of something has
been transferred by sale. Bills of sale for slaves and indentured servants and for ships and
other vessels were taxable with a stamp duty under the New York laws. Several stamped
copies have survived, written in manuscript and pre-printed forms.

Bonds

Bonds are a formal obligation under seal, committing the signer(s) to pay specific
sums of money or perform specified duties. Bonds are categorized as simple obligations
(analogous to single bonds), penal bonds with a stated penalty for failure to pay, and
performance bonds.
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Commissions

These were official certificates conferring rank within a military organization, i.e., the
various New York colonial militia units. Commissions for higher-ranked officers were
often printed on vellum, while those of lower-ranked officers were invariably printed
on paper.

All the surviving commissions
were signed by James De Lancey,
Lieutenant Governor of the Colony
of New York (Figure 4). De Lancey
was the eldest son of Stephen De
Lancey, a wealthy New York mer-
chant and politician. Born on No-
vember 11,1703, in New York City,
he attended Cambridge in England
and studied law in London. Return-
ing to America, he was admitted to
the New York barin 1725 at the age
0f22.1In 1729, he was made a New
York Governor’s Council member.
De Lancey was appointed to the
Supreme Court in 1731 and made
Chief Justice in 1733. He presided
over the 1738 trial of John Peter
Zenger, the publisher prosecuted
for seditious libel. Crown v. Zenger
isrecognized as alandmark colonial
case that eventually established a free press in America. De Lancey was appointed gov-
ernor of the Province of New York from 1758 until his death on July 30, 1760.

Figure 4. James De Lancey, 1703-1760.

Court Declarations or Pleadings

Declarations are the initiating pleading by the plaintiff in an action at law. They are
oftenlong, detailed documents of alleged harm done to the plaintiff. These pleadings often
include the statement of various attorneys being put in place for plaintiffs and defendants
who attained later prominence, such as Whitehead Hicks (later the last British mayor of
New York City from 1766 through 1776) and James Duane (first mayor of New York after
the British occupation from 1784 through 1789) indicating the complex relationship
between the legal establishment and the political elite then as now.

Court Orders
These are written statements of judgments or decrees made by the various courts
of the Colony of New York. At least one is known to have survived.

Court Documents-Special Bail Bonds

This type of bail bond is not the bail bond familiar to people today in criminal
proceedings. Special bail was required where the plaintiff had previously obtained a
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judgment, and the defendant wished to avoid the harsh remedy of immediate incarcer-
ation by the plaintiff to enforce the collection of the judgment (literally the jailing of the
defendant until he paid). The special bail gave the defendant time to raise the money
to pay the sentence or was available to him should he desire to appeal. The defendant
had to obtain two sureties to file a special bail, and all surviving bail documents show
these. Special bail could be filed before judgment on matters of equity at the inception
of the lawsuit, which was a sound precautionary measure in case of an adverse judgment.
Several are known to have survived.

Court Documents-Replications

Replications are the reply made by the plaintiff in an action in response to the de-
fendant’s plea. At least one stamped example is known to have survived.

Court Documents-Recognizance

These are obligations of record entered into before a court of record, with the
condition to do some particular act, such as to appear at the appeals court, to keep the
peace, or to pay a debt. Generally, they have the format of bonds. Examples are known
to have survived.

Deeds/Conveyances

New York deeds and conveyances were the formal documentation providing evi-
dence of legal title to real estate. As in Massachusetts, these mortgages and conveyance
deeds were recorded in registries. The originals were returned to the owners; only
transcriptions were kept in the registry books. The recorded copies were not stamped,
but the originals were. The New York deeds can be further classified as warranty deeds,
quit claim deeds transferring existing title, simple conveyances initiating title by gifts or
grants, etc., with the latter being the scarcest.

New York deeds come in a variety of formats. There are enormous manuscript in-
dentures on vellum or paper and minuscule manuscripts and printed conveyances on
paper approximately 13” long by 8” wide, similar to documents found in Massachusetts.
The deeds and conveyances on paper are the most common and are more commonly
seen with New York stamps than was the tendency with Massachusetts documents.

Indentures

These are defined aslegal contracts between parties to adhere to an agreement, such
as an individual renouncing their executor appointment in favor of another individual.
Indentures so limited, as opposed to leases and deeds, also often called indentures, do
not specify a financial amount within the contract. Only one indenture is known to be
stamped with a New York colonial embossed stamp.

Leases

The surviving New York leases are generally seen as large contracts on vellum or
paper. New York stamped leases are very scarce, with only two surviving examples being
known to the authors. Both are large ornate documents, one on vellum and one on paper.
One is in manuscript, and the other is printed on laid paper (Figure S).
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Figure S. IV pence Lease of Farm, Duchess County, New York, April 10, 1757
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MONDAY, Ocroser 10, 1757

Efy; Lieatcnant Governor and Commander in Chief
of the Provinee of New- T

Common:-Council, of the Borough of

Elizsbeth, the oldet and largelt Town

ion your Arrival here, and to affore you, we efleem it

oo fmall Mark of his Majefly’s kind Affefiion for us,

in Cafe of a Vacaocy, ina Perlfon of r knowa In-

zegrity, and Ablilies; and that the State of this Proviece

Refidence in this Provinee, in thefe dificult

Times; bar fisce thae s 8 Fayoor we are not o expedt,

the Government of the Maffachufets, we rodt you will
ot be forgetfol of the Province of New. Teriy.

o His Hewsar's ANSWER.
GENTLEMER,

sain the Prace, fecars the Propertics avd juppors the Liber -

wies of the Sufjeid : Uon this Principle, and in Daty tomy.

E imer attend fo sbe Interaft of the Province | and

by [ cannit camtimue oy Refidence Jong amonpft ow, yor

T POWNALL -

S

To the Honourable THOMAS POWNALL,
- Jecfier, &e.
The bumble ADDRESS of the Boroughof Elizabeth,
WE. the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, snd
is the Government of Nesv- Yerfey, beg
Lesve w corgrawulate your Hoeour up-
ahiae e hias been gracioally pleafed, fo eaely to provide
for us, by feuling the Succeflion to this Governmens,
5 fach as requires the wifelt Conduét of fach 4 Perion,
we nesd not
conflant
yet we may hope to erjoy the Infuence of yoor Diree.
tion: And altho’ yoa are charged by his Majcity with
Elzaboh-Town, By Order of the Corparation,
Sept, 21, 1757 Rozear Ocoex, Recarder,
THANK yex for yoar kind Reception, and obliging
ddrafs.” T acillat all Tiomes ufe my Beff Care 1o msine
King and this Prowince, I did repair bither, per my ficd
W=t Desis o Lttty Governer, 4 will
M
4
auhensver rhe State of the Frowince hall require wy more
immediats Sersiices, 4§ mvill immedintely repaic iv it,
GLEMLENOLOLELL L
o A Sdceful and aifedting accssnt of tbe predruarios of
T brer pefons Buried wbee five wweckt in favan fixty fur

ied
" deepy by Do Jafeph Bruni, Proffor o Philyfiply ar
Tiwis. Em ths Phikfpbicel Trasftioes pufl?w
by wanth,
Small clulter of houfes a2 a place called Berge-
A moleno, near Demonie, inibe upper valley of
Stura, was on the 1gch of March, 1755, entirely
wwerwhelmed by two vall Uodics of faow thas tumbled
down fiom aneighbouring mosnsain, Al the inkabi.
#anis were then within dovss, excepe one Jofeph Rochia
and his fon, 2 lad of 15, who were on the toof of their
Dwale clearing. away the foow which bad fallen for 5
daysincellantly. . A priekt going by &0 mafs, advifed
them to come down, haviog jull before obferved a body
of fnaw tambling from tshn mouniain towards them.,
The man defcended with giear pmiiimiw, and fed
awith bis fas, be keew not whither ;. but fearce bad be
fﬁnz 30 o1 4o fteps, before his fon, who followsd him,
ell d on which leoking back, he faw his own and
i haifes; in wivich were 22 perfans in all,
ow ith. a high mountain of fnow,  He lifted
his fon, and reflecting that his wife, his filter, two chil-
dren, and all his Wb e this buried, he fain
mway ; but foon revivieg, gou fafc w a fnend’s)
{nTe diftance. ; i Lk hte
Five days alter, Jof ing perfeélly recavered, got
uponsthe frow, with )ﬁr‘?‘;;’en. lzld awo of his wile’s bfo.
hiers, 1o 1oy if be could find the cxaél place where his
hoofe: floed ; bot, after many openings made in the
fuow, they coold not diftsver ie.  The month of Agril
proving bet, aed diefuow bepicnieg 1o fofien, he again
wfedd his ootk endeavoans to recaver hi nd 1o
He

LT

A
bary, s be thought, the remalas of his family. He
made aew epenings and theew in eanth, to melt the
Tnaw, which ow the 24tk of April was g dimiifti-
ed. Hebroke throwgh ice fix Englith fece chick, with
irom bars, throlt down a long pole and voucked thic
ground, bat cunh;gomz—.in? on, he defilied.

His wific's brother, who lived az Demonts, dreamed
that might, that his filter was fill alive, snd bogged bim
£ help bier; the man affefted by his dream, soic early
dn the mormiag and weat to Bergemoletto, where Jofeph
was ; and after relting Bimfelf 2 linde, went with him 1o
wark upan the fnaw, wheie they made ancther opesing,
which led them to the hoale they fearched for ; bat
dinding no desd bedies in its ruins, they fosght for the
Atable, which was aboat 240 Englih feet difant, which
Raving foond they heard a cry of, * help, my dear bro-
*ther”  Beimg grealy furprized na well as encouraged

fuggelt. We coold wifh far yoor Honoar's

DI Y e

" e

SRRl £
by thefe words, they laboured with all diligence il they
had made a large opsaieg, trough which the ‘bratker
wha had the dream immedinely went down, -h_m the
filker with an agenizing and fecble voice told him, * I
* have always trufled in God snd you, that you wohld
* mot fosfake me.”  The ather brather and the Bufland
thes weps down and foond fll alive the wife, about
.;[;. the filler about 35, and & daoghter about 13 Years
ald. “Fhefe they raifed on theirthoulders to.men above,
who ; them op as it were from the grave, and car-
ried them to ln:'nghbol'lrini]wﬁrt + they were unable to
walk, aod fo walled, thay they appeared like mere fke-
letons.  They were immediately pat to bed, andérul
of rye-floar and a lide butter was given to recover them.
Some days afer, the Intendant came to fee them, and
fousd the wife Mill unable o rif from her bed, or ufe
herfeer, from the istenfe cald the kad cedured, and the
upealy pofture (e had begnin. Tl fifer, whofe legs.
had been bathed with ket wine, coold walk with fome
difficalty ; and the daughier meeded no further remedi

Ui the intendant’s ini ating the woman, they 1ol
bim, thac on the Mdmisg of the 1gth of March they
were in the ftabic, with a boy abous 6 years old and a
girl abaet 15 ;10 the [ame Hable weredic goals, onc of
which having brought forth two desd kids the pighs be-
fore, they weat to carry her & fmall veilel of rye:fioar
gruel ; there were alio an afs, and 5 or 6 fowls.  The;
were Mielring thembelves in 4 warm corner of the flable
till,the charch beii fhould 1 endiog to astced the
. T'ba wife relased, thar wareting to go out of
the ffable to kindle 2 fire in the hoofe for her hulbard,
who warcleasiog away the fnow from the top ofit, flis
perceived a mafs of feow breaking down: towards the
atl, upouswliieh Mhe weet back int the fable, fat the
ferof it. In lefs this three minutes
break over their heads, and alfe
"The fiiker advifed to pet into the

which they di i ali was
F‘o& Toofe Ly e #nd rogh
helinle vellel, which they found, and

hold the mclted fnow, which feeved

Very fortunately the marger was under the main prop
of m‘r’mbh. and fo ieﬁ:sr:he weight of the foow.
“Fheir firll care was to know what they had toeas, The
filker faid fhe bad 35 chefnsts in her packen s the chil-
dred faid they had becakiafied, and Hiould want o
morethatday. They remembred there were 30 07 4o
eakes 1 a place mear the flable, and endeavourcd to get
at theen, bet were sot able for the fnow.. They called
alten for help, but were hicard by nase, * The'filler gave
two chefuzs to the wife, and 2at two herlelf, and they
drank fome fmow water.  The af was reillely snd the

cais kept bleating for fomie days ; afier which they
ﬁcud mo move of them, Two of the goats, lmn-g'ug‘_
being Iefialive, and near the manger, thoy fole the
and {ound thar eno of them was big, and woald l:E,
they recallecled about she middle of Apil ; the oihe
gave milk, wherewith they preferved their .mgu;ing

all the time they faw not ose ray of light, yerfes about
20 days they bad fome notice of sight dnd ghay Trom thie

crowing of the fowli, ull they died. % i
“The fecond day, being wery hugry they st all the
chefuuss, and draule whas milk the goat yislded, béing
pounds a day av fih, bocit fodn decreafed.

The third day they apEmpred agai ¢ in vain, to

elelved to tike all pellible care to feed
we the manger wai a kay.lodr,
ole the fifter pulled down hay oo

the rack, and
reach ir, ‘and then when it was beyond ker scach, the
acs climed upon ber (houlders, and reached it thems

elves. 4
n the fixth day the boy fickened, and fix days after
o is wle:, w'hb:{“ thistime had held him in
py o lay him at bis leaprh in the manger. She
5 nid taking him by the hapd, felt it was very
i fhe then pot ber hand to his mouth, and findjng
‘old likewile, fhe gave bim a finde mill ; the boy
e froco 1 OB fatber, farker |

wied, O por fald
amd then I
' Inihé mese while the goats milk diminifhed daily,
and the fowls {son after ;yin'. they could no more di-
flinguith might and day ; bt acearding totheir reckon..
ing, the fime was near when the other goat fhould kid,
which at leng; vl
filler helped it, and they killed the kid, to fave themilk
for their ewn b Sothey found that the middl
of April was come,  Whenever they called this goat, it

ave it to the geats ax long 1 e could *

ah they keew wis came, by it erier; the'

woald came and lick their faces and hands, and pare
them every day two poands of milk, on which account
they dill bear the poor creature  preas affiction.
They fxid, that dering sll thia lime. hunper gave
them but linle wueafineds exceps, for the finll fvs or fix
days i thas their greatell pain’ was from e extiomie
coidneds of the melicd foow.wares, which fell on them,
fram the fench of the dead afi, gaass, fowls, &e. and
Hram lice ; bat more than all from the very uneafy paf-
tare they were confined ta, the manger in which they
{at fquasting agsinit th wall, being vo morcthan threa
“foet foor inches broad.
After the rlt two or three days they had no. epaca-
ation by dloal.  The nselted fmow.water anil milk were
difcharged by wrine. The mother Giid e bad never
fept, butthe filter and dasghier declured tlicy flept 2y
ulaak,  drighed before the Teconsant by b Jatd. <iomen

2he 1608 af Mav 1755, 5
R vl agel bebil b B e bl e L T Y
= 30,

Kiscaron [en Jamaica ) duga,

On Satarday [alk arived bere & ly's Slog
Stork, of 14 Gees, wheconvoyed the Flest liom Cork,
boaed 1o the Windward 1ands asd Jamaics, who -
forms us, b had an Engagenunt off Cape Tiberoon,
with fwo Freoch Privateers, mouating 12 Guns esch,
foar Pounders's the Esgapement lalled from 4 o'Ulock
till Evening, when an unincky Shet from the Stark,
killing the Commodore, Manfieur fheee'd off, fearing &
greater Morcakity would enfisc i as alfo to repair the Ua-
mages they bad fuflained during the Aizn.

Ax the Oracabelfa, Captain’ Holland, wai coming
round the Eai-Eod of tha 10and, he cipicd a Sloof
whom he foppofed wai a French P
ing with et Suils ok, fec. and imaginiog the Gik
Bém o be halt the Bale, gave her h?l‘ Buxw:(.‘hm,
which went thro® ber Cabbin, whercopan the Bruck e
Coloors, and on feeding. ot their Boat, faund to his
Difappomument, thiat “tvas un: Eoglilh Flag of Trece,
communded by Mr. Richard-Curtain, bouud to Port a

Priges. £

The Font-Hill, Captain Kitchen,. f31d to be takien
a Brench Privateer, in the Kingflan Jouroal, proves
bea Miltake, a: fhe arived [afe at Pacc-Royal, Yefgi-
day Evening.

Crazihsvows (v Seaurd-Carolivs | September 1.,

According o the laft Adwices from Georgia, the Town
of Savavnah it now regularly fortifying, under the Aul-
pises of the new Governor, and will have <ight Baltions,
mamed as follows, Blakeney’s, Prnce's, Loo-
doan's, Halifax's, King's, Lynieion’s and Oplecharp’s.
‘And, the Fresch Privatters thiat croised opan thak Coaft
had difappearsd. »

On Sunddy lait, the Detachment of Troops deliined
For the Protection of Geargla, departed benca, having
emborked the prececing Day.

The {ame Day, & Fieetappearing upan the Soathern.
Caait: of this Province, that Part.of ‘the Country was
aquickly alarmed, ard the People appearcd usder Arma
with (urprizing Alscrity, aed Alersnefs cven the Sick
went out aod jeined the feveral Cotpi: But is being
kniown the nexe Day, that this was the Fleet from Carke,
with Licusenast CofMangomerie’ igh]nd Battalion,
on board {ordersd hitker for ooy m and Defenca
mum Mol Gracions King) 1 is was then dif-

T’gﬁiid Highland Baualion is fince fafe arrived bere,
is quite compleat, and even has 8 greatNumber of Su-
rameraries. tho” it was raifed in the fhort Space of
ive Weeks : But fix Men died on the Paffage, and there
are vo Sick nowwithlanding their baving been sbove
‘eeks ar Sea. They were con 10 this Bar by hlgn
Majeity’s Ship Falkland, of ;o Gors, Francis. Samuel
Drake, Efg; Commander, which, after ring here,
progecili foe the 1land of ados. i
“Our laft Advices from Providence of the 1oth alt. are
‘misch mose favourable to us, dhan our former Accounts
from theace were. A Flag ef Trace jolt' recurned from
Part au Paix, without any exchanged Prifeners, averred,
That the Yellow Fever raged vialently amongft the
Freach on Hifpaniola, and fwept off. Multitades ; by
which Calamity, togesher with I‘l Wast of Fro F
their Fears of being attacked by Admiral Cotes, and
their Hland b-ing]fmn-nded hr;l?&] b Pri (i
that no Vedfel could get into ar d Bir ons of any of
teft

their Ports) they were reduced 1o the grea
imaginable, and rendered (for the prefeot) abloluwely
incepable of ondertaking any Thing from thar Quarter,

e Blandford Man of War has lately takcn two
French Frivawcers, and carried them into Barbados @

tesr, by her lay.

Figure 6. Half Penny, New York Mercury, Monday, October 10, 1757.
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Newspapers

There were several newspaper publications during the New York Stamp Act period.
These papers include:

New York Gazette

The New-York Gazette was the name of the first paper in New York, published in
1725 by William Bradford until 1745. The New York Gazette or Weekly Post Boy, published
during the New York Stamp Act period, was a continuation of the New York Gazette
published jointly by James Parker and William Weyman from 1753 through 1759. This
newspaper is occasionally found with the New York red stamp.

James Parker was born in Woodbridge, Middlesex Co., NJ, in 1714.In 1725, he was
apprenticed to William Bradford. In 1742, he started his own printing shop, publishing
the third paper in New York: The New-York Weekly Post Boy. In 1745, after the death of
Bradford’s Gazette, Parker changed the name of his paper to The New York Gazette: Re-
vived in the Weekly Post Boy. From 1753 through 1759, this publication partnered with
W. Weyman and J. Parker.

William Weyman was born in Philadelphia and apprenticed as a printer under Wil-
liam Bradford’s grandson. In 1753, he formed a partnership with James Parker, where he
managed Parker’s New York office and paper until the dissolution of the partnership in
1759. In 1759, he began printing his paper called Weyman's New York Gazette and later
just the New York Gazette until December 1767, when it ceased publication.

New York Mercury

This paper was published from 1752 through at least 1768. Most surviving New
York stamped newspapers known in private hands are specimens of the New York Mer-
cury (Figure 6). The Mercury was founded in 1752 by Hugh Gaine with a circulation
of only 300 to 400 copies. Gaine, born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1726, became a printer’s
apprentice. He immigrated to New York, where he was employed as a printer. In 1750,
he started his own business as a printer and bookseller. In 1752, when he published the
Mercury, he was a compositor, pressman, folder, and distributor of all the paper copies.
He initially established the paper with an editorial orientation toward the views of the
Whig Party. Still, when British troops entered New York during the Revolutionary War,
he published a newspaper supporting the royal cause. After the War, Gaine successfully
petitioned to remain in New York City but was compelled to relinquish publishing the
Mercury and confine his activities to bookselling and printing. Gaine acquired a large
fortune from printing over his lifetime. He died on April 25, 1807, at 81 and is buried
in Trinity Churchyard.

Notarizations

Documents such as affidavits or depositions where an official person (notary pub-
lic) authorized to attest to the authenticity of a document has signed to validate the
person signing the document. Only one New York colonial notarization is known to
have survived.

Powers (Letters) of Attorney

As in Massachusetts, these were official or legal documents authorizing the
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" NOW _all Men by thefe Prefent
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ch conftituted, made, and appomtcd and by the@%&nts do conﬁt!ute
makc and appom: iy trufty and loving Friend 4
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= my true and ;
lawful Aﬂorney for me, md inmy Name and Stead, and to, my Ule, to ~ l

Money, chts, chts, Gdods, Wares, Dues, Accounts, and other Dcmands
what[oevcr, which are or thall be due, owing, payable and belonging to

e, or detmncd from me any Manner of Ways or Means ﬁmfu r by 3
k/ z// //f Wﬂ //’ gaﬁ J'?' % {j /
_ 7 Feen

A o prre sor oo
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G:vmg and Gmnhr}g;z my faid Attorney, by thefe Prcf:nts, my ful] and
whole Power, Strcngth and Authomy, in and about the Premifes, to have,
ufe and take all lawful Ways and Means in my Nﬁm e, for the Recovery

aforefaid_, Acquittances or other fufficient D1fcharges, for me and ; in my
Name, to make, feal and deliver; and generally all and every other Ag
and Ads, Thing and Things, Device or Devices in the Law whatfoever,
ncedful and neceffary to b:: done in and about the Premifes, for me and in
my Name to do, execute and perform, as fully, largely and amply to all
lntems and Purpofes, as I myfelf might or could do; if I was perfonally
prefent; or as the Matter required more fpecial Authority than is herein
given ; and Attornies one or more Wnder for the Purpofe aforefaid
to make and conftitute, and again at Pleafure to revoke ; ratifying, allow-
ing and holding for firm and effe@ual all and whatfoever my faid Attor-

ney fhall lawfully. do in and about the Premifes, by Virtue reof.
In WiTness whereof T have hereunto, fel: 7 Hand d eal /ﬁfl

ﬁd‘;—’Dayof g _ing s
: Rewn Annoque Domini One” Thuuﬁu Seven Hundred and Fzﬁy

Sealed and delivered ; in

tbe Pnﬁ:m of
& =

bt g

[ ; e

— . ol
Figure 7. III Pence, Power of Attorney: John Longley appointing wife Lavinah Longley as lawfi
attorney.
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transfer of certain powers to the person named by the person signing the docu-
ment. Generally, they permit the person to act as the signer in some specific task
or action. One of only two known surviving examples is illustrated in Figure 7.

Probate Documents

There are several surviving types of Probate documents, including wills, letters of
administration, and letters of executorship. Individual examples are scarce, with the total
amount of surviving probate-related material being less than one-twentieth of the New
York colonial embossed revenue stamped material.

Writs

These were formal legal documents ordering or prohibiting the performance of
some action. While New York writs of arrest (arrest warrants) and writ of execution
(attachment and sale of property) are known, no summonses have survived.
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17507 Edward Mehalick, Wayne, PA ADDITIONS:
17508  Daniel DeSoto, Rockwall, TX
) New members 14
17509  Bill Conway, Bethel Park, PA
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Bird III, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South,
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL 33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.
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SELLING MY COLLECTION OF HIGHER
quality MNH USA stamps at fair prices. For a
list and prices, send request to Reed Roholt, P.O.
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United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Post-

age Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories

of the United States. Written

from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the

Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more.

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices

which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases,

the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to

help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in x 9-in.
Member Price: $39 U.S. postpaid Non-Member Price: $43 U.S. postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/
or by mail to: Executive Secretary,
P.0. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602
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