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siegelauctions.comAUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

Is it time for your own
single-owner Siegel sale?
Building your collection has given you
great joy and feelings of  accomplishment.
Do you remember the beginning, when
each acquisition brought new knowledge?
Or, how frustrated you felt when you were
outbid for a key item?
And, having once been the newcomer,
you are now considered the authority?
The stages of  serious collecting are 
something we at Siegel understand well.
We also understand the concerns of  
serious collectors who are ready to sell.
Will your collection be presented with cut-
ting-edge research and quality images?
Does the firm have expert staff, the right
clientele and a strong web presence?
Is the auctioneer a longtime professional
with skills and experience?
Will you be paid on time—or at all?

If  the time has come to sell your
collection, please call 212-753-6421
to speak with Scott Trepel.
We will address all of  your con-
cerns and create a customized sale
plan designed to maximize results.
The Siegel firm is the world leader
in sales of  United States stamps,
and the reason is simple.
We understand collectors.

US Specialist-2018-01.qxp_USspecialist_FP  12/16/17  1:47 PM  Page 1
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Mike Ludeman to Chair the Registered Mail Study Group
Mike Ludeman of Denton, Texas, has volunteered to serve as chairman of the Reg-

istered Mail Study Group. Mike is a ten-year member of the USSS, a Life Member of the 
American Philatelic Society and the Society of Israel Philatelists, as well as a member of 
The Texas Philatelic Association, MEPSI, the US Philatelic Classics Society, the Auxiliary 
Markings Club, and several other smaller but equally interesting philatelic organizations. 
He served as the Life Membership Chairman and Research Director of the Society of 
Israel Philatelist for many years during the 1980s. 

He began collecting as a boy, dropped out until after college, and began again, first 
collecting Israel postal history, then switching to Texas postal history in the 1980s. Texas is 
still one of his main interests, and he now focuses on the marcophily of some 60 counties 
in the Texas Panhandle, as well as all registered covers with a Texas connection. He also 
collects registered covers with the US Domestic Form 1549A registration label and is an 
administrator of a cover database for these covers, which is hosted on the Stamp Smarter 
Learning Center website at https://stampsmarter.org/features/NYReg_1549Home.html. 
He also collects the US registered covers to foreign destinations used during the exchange 
label period (1883-1911), again specializing in those with a Texas connection. 

For the past 15 years, he has been collecting all manner of USPOD/USPS publi-
cations, forms, documents, circulars, reports, and ephemera (including registry-related 
materials), focusing on the materials from the 19th century and the Postmaster Com-
mission documents from all eras. With the strong belief that original source post office 
publications are a significant resource for postal history research, he has worked to make 
older post office publications more accessible in their digital format. He collaborated 
with Tony Wawrukiewicz to edit and OCR the digital version of the Official Postal 
Guides, which are now hosted on the Stamp Smarter website along with a large number 
of other USPS publications, which can be found at https://stampsmarter.org/learning/
Home_USPOD.html.

Mike also contributed information to the USPS Library for the revision of their 
Publication 119: Sources of Historical Information on Post Offices, Postal Employees, Mail 
Routes, and Mail Contractors, published in 2022. During the past year,  Mike collaborated 
with the librarian at the USPS headquarters library to borrow and digitize their micro-
film archive of the Postal Manual (1954-1969) and Postal Service Manual (1970-1979), 
which was the successor publication to the domestic volumes of the Official Postal Guides. 
These manuals are now available in their entirety and fully searchable, making all detailed 
incremental revisions available on the Stamp Smarter website. He plans to continue this 
activity with additional USPS publications during the coming year.

Mike has also written articles that have appeared in La Posta, Mexicana, The Texas 
Postal History Journal, and the Auxiliary Markings Club Newsletter, plus articles for the 
journals of the New Jersey, North Carolina and Dakota postal history societies.

Society and Philatelic News
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Quality
United States Stamps

(1847-1945)
Singles (mint and used)

Plate Blocks
Booklet Panes plus Complete Booklets

Price lists-$2.00 each category
Price lists free on web:

www.mountainsidestampsandcoins.com

We also buy quality US
and foreign stamps

Mountainside Stamps, Coins
and Currency
P. O. Box 1116

Mountainside, NJ 07092
Tel: 908-232-0539 or 908-419-9751

E-mail: tjacks@verizon.net
Tom Jacks, owner

Member APS, ASDA, USSS

Comments on a Request for Member Comments
In the May 2023 edition of The U.S. Specialist, the following request was published:

A member recently wrote and said, “I am seriously considering parting 
with my collection... Please give me directions on the best place I should con-
tact for this...Thank you in advance for any way you can provide assistance 
in education on this issue.”

The letter was detailed and contained other topics, but this is a common 
question among members, and others in the hobby at large. While many of 
us have our approach to this inquiry, I am hopeful that you will share you 
ideas and experiences. Please consider writing me with your approach and 
what you have heard from others. I will prepare the responses and present 
them in a future edition of The US Specialist. Please sign your message and 
I will withhold your name, if desired. Please send your comments to editor@
usstamps.org.

While the inquiry remains open and members are encouraged to share their com-
ments, one member took the time to comment shortly after the request was published.

I am currently 63, and have vague plans for retirement in the next 3-4 years. As long 
as I’m working, I plan to remain in an acquisition mode. I’m a lifelong postcard picker, 
seeking out needles of philatelic interest in 
the vast haystack of vintage postcards for 
sale. My collection is somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 8,000 cards with values 
that range from zero to $1,000. My plan is 
to start selling duplicates as soon as I retire, 
via internet auction or fixed price sale. The 
internet sales landscape is ever changing, 
so I’m not sure which venue will have my 
business. It may be split between a few. I’ve 
been selling intermittently for several years 
and understand that listing is a time-con-
suming process. I’m sure it will take years 
to winnow down to the core collection. 
The high value items may be worth listing 
with a mainstream auction house. I’ve pur-
chased occasionally from one dealer who 
conducts regular mail bid auctions and he 
would be my first choice, presuming that he 
hasn’t retired himself. He is also the venue 
of choice for my heirs, should I drop dead 
before I sell it all.

Joe Skidmore
USSS #16066
Sedona, Arizona 
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Vintage Photo of the Month

by Rodney A . Juell
USSS  #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

Washington Irving
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This month our photo shows the first pane of the Washington Irving 
stamp (Scott 859, one of the Famous Americans Issue of 1940) being 
presented by Postmaster General James Farley to Washington Irving III, 
a descent of the author honored on the stamp.  Next to the postmaster 
general is John Burke, the postmaster of Tarrytown, New York, where 
the stamp was issued.  Shown nearby is a First Day Cover autographed by 
the stamp’s designer, William A. Roach; the engraver of the frame, Carl 
T. Atlt; and the portrait engraver, Leo C. Kauffmann.
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Recent Winners of USSS Medals
Here are the United States Stamp Society medal winners 

that have been reported from recent shows:

Statue of Freedom Awards (WSP Shows)
Show Winner Exhibit

GASS (OH) Nicholas Kirke The Evolution of Outbound Foreign Mail

Balpex (MD) Vernon Morris
Evolution & Impact of Blood’s Local Post: 
1842-1862

Milcopex (WI) Alan Moll U.S. Vended Postal Insurance (1965-1985)

Indypex (IN) John R. Becker Harvey W. Wiley – Hoosier Chemist

Chicagopex (IL) Mark Schwartz The New York Postmaster Provisionals

Florex (FL) Will Csaplar
United States Military Fish and Game 
Licenses, Stamps and Their Usage

President’s Award (Local and Regional Shows)
Show Winner Exhibit

Gr. Houston SS (TX) Kathy Johnson U.S. Christmas Stamped Mail, 1962-1975: 
Not Just for Cards

Merpex (NJ) Thomas Schilling Stamps and Covers of the Overrun Coun-
tries 1943-44

Show Awards Chairs, please note: The USSS 
Gold Statue of Freedom Medal is sent auto-
matically to all APS World Series of Philately 
shows. The USSS Silver President’s Award 
medal is available upon request to all local and 
regional shows.

For more information, to request an award or 
if you have won a USSS award and have not 
seen it listed in The U.S. Specialist, please write 
to Denise Stotts, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, 
TX 77269-0042, or e-mail stottsjd@swbell.net.
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Introducing Wilcox Printing
Since May 2019, The U.S. 

Specialist  has been produced 
digitally using Adobe’s Creative 
Cl o u d  su i te  o f  d es ig n  an d 
publishing soft ware.  Adobe 
InDesign is the tool used for page 
layout, while scans and images are 
prepared with Adobe Photoshop. 
Some graphics and diagrams are 
created using Adobe Illustrator, 
and the type is set using Adobe and 
other foundry’s fonts. But while the 
technology plays an essential role 
in the production of the journal, 
one of the most significant factors 
influencing the quality of the 
published magazine is the printer. 

W i l c o x  P r i n t i n g  a n d 
Publishing Company, located 
in Madrid, Iowa, has produced 
The U.S. Specialist and numerous 
other philatelic journals for many 
years. The company is also an 
accomplished book producer and 
has the capability to provide a wide 
variety of printed products.

About The Specialist

Figure 1. (above) 
The entrance 
to the Wilcox 
Printing and 
Publishing 
facility in 
Madrid, Iowa.

Figure 2. (left)
One of the 
presses at Wilcox. 
This one is a 
Ryobi with five 
stations.
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In late September 2023, I had the op-
portunity to visit Wilcox Printing at their fa-
cility just north of Des Moines. Owners Ken 
and Jennifer Williams (Figure 3) were gra-
cious hosts. Their reputation for high-quality 
work, timely production, and responsive and 
professional customer service have earned 
them an impressive portfolio of clients even 
though most organizations only interact 
with the Wilcox team through telephone and 
email. The Wilcox team seemed pleased to 
meet with a philatelic client face-to-face. Ken 
and Jennifer introduced me to their design/
prepress department, showed off their digital 
printing capabilities, and gave me a tour of 
the press floor. 

I have been involved with commercial 
printing for over thirty years, and I was 
impressed with the efficient design of their 
operation. It was also refreshing to meet fun 
and welcoming staff members in every area 
of the facility.

Wilcox Printing has an impressive port-
folio of philatelic clients and does a wide 
variety of other types of projects. During my 
visit, they were justifiably proud of several 
book projects they shared. Ken was keen to 
talk technique when the discussion turned to 
quality control and closing the color loop be-
tween the design and the printed materials. 
While I have occasionally published state-
ments regarding the challenges of accurate 
color reproduction, especially with philatelic 
materials, Wilcox’s printing has been superb. 
The company frequently fingerprints their 
complete system so that color management 
and consistency is as close to an automatic 
process as it can be. Given that the scans 
used to produce The U.S. Specialist origi-
nate on dozens of different scanners, most 
of which rely on consumer-level software, 
Wilcox’s color consistency and accuracy are 
remarkable.

One of the lasting side effects of 
COVID-19 was its impact on the supply 

Figure 3. Wilcox Printing owners, Jennifer and 
Ken Williams, treat every client as if they are the 
only client.

Figure 4. Although The Specialist is a relatively 
simple publication for Wilcox, the company’s 
full-service prepress department, including Amy 
and Addison, offers clients a variety of support 
services.

Figure 5. Fingerprinting assures color accuracy 
and consistency.
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Figure 6. An uncut press sheet from the December 2023 edition of The U.S. Specialist.

chain and prices. Leading into the lockdown, it became clear that the availability of paper, 
ink and even printing plates was going to be an issue. Wilcox, however, had the foresight 
to anticipate problems. One morning, while 
I was hiking, Ken and Jennifer telephoned 
to discuss the challenges they expected. 
Rather than take the approach that some 
other printers seemed to favor, Wilcox had 
explored solutions before calling to discuss 
the problems. Ken and Jennifer had formu-
lated a plan to secure paper ahead of time, 
but they warned that prices might start to 
rise. Throughout a demanding period, Wil-
cox protected the interests of the clients. The 
U.S. Specialist experienced no delays, and 
the quality of the printer’s work and materi-
als never suffered. While some would say it 
is just good business, experience has shown 
me that Wilcox goes above and beyond for 
their customers. 

Having started my career setting hot 
lead type and learning the idiosyncracies 
of a Ben Franklin-era printing press, visit-
ing a thoroughly modern print house was 
exciting. I am thankful to Wilcox for their 
hospitality, but even more so for the excel-
lent work they do for us each month.

—The Editor
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Between 1909 and 1920, four Boston-area stamp dealers indulged in creating their 
own private perforations. Since then, three have been known: Percy Collingwood (At-
tleboro), H. Wesley Legg and A. W. Dunning. Now, the fourth has been rescued from 
obscurity.

Nathan Cobe (1851-1939), a German-born dealer, appears to have spent the better 
part of 1920 carefully and tediously excising the paper between perfs on Washing-
ton-Franklin definitives. The other three had perforated imperf stamps.

Postal History

Boston-Area Dealer Nathan Cobe 
Created Oval Perfs Circa 1920

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS #14367 | mklowther5@gmail.com

Figure 1. This plate block of six (Scott 498), ex-Getlan, appears on page 197 of 
Steven R. Belasco’s 2009 book on vending and affixing machine perforations.

The US Specialist - January 2024 - 1127.indb   12The US Specialist - January 2024 - 1127.indb   12 12/18/23   11:06 AM12/18/23   11:06 AM



JANUARY 2024 13

The late Steven R. Belasco discussed the strange perfs, then of unknown origin, in 
his 2009 guide to private perfs and displayed a plate block of six 1¢ stamps as an example 
(Figure 1). 1

“The perforation consists of an oval-shaped hole that looks like it was applied to 
sheets of imperforate stamps,” Belasco wrote. “In reality, what was done was to use a 
punch to cut out the paper in between every other hole of a regular perforated stamp. 
This creates a striking illusion that the oval perforation is on an imperforate stamp.” 2

Several examples of Cobe’s perfs were in a large lot of roulettes and private perfs, 
which I obtained in the last of three sales of the late Melvin L. Getlan’s enormous VAMP 

Figure 2. Alpheus B. Slater penciled on the back of a block of Scott 498 
“Presented by A. B. Slater ‘Uncle John’ Apr 1930 Handiwork of Nate Cobe.”
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collection. I discovered Cobe’s identity when I examined the back of a block of four 
1¢stamps (Figure 2) and found a penciled notation: “ Presented by A. B. Slater ‘Uncle 
John’ Apr 1930 Handiwork of Nate Cobe.” Marc Jasmin, a philatelic friend from the 
Boston area, confirmed that Cobe was a long-time dealer between the late 1800s and the 
1930s. Alpheus B. Slater was a well-known New England philatelist and postal historian.

Cobe used his curiosities on his business mail and possibly as a promotion among 
his clients. The Getlan material included two on-piece usages. The block of six 2¢stamps 
(Scott 500) in Figure 3 is the most spectacular. At least one Cobe cover, mailed by one of 
his customers, is known. (Cobe was unaware that he was doctoring what would become 
a scarce variety—the 2¢ Type 1a—which was not identified until 1922.3)

Precisely how Cobe executed his “handiwork” is unknown. He may have used 
some sort of punch, as suggested by Belasco, or perhaps a small cutting tool. However, 
he accomplished the task, it required time, patience, and a steady hand. The perforating 
on all of the blocks examined is remarkably neat and consistent. One block (Figure 4) 
does show where he missed removing the paper between two holes.

Cobe operated on several definitives, including Scott 498, 499, 500 and 525. He 
seems to have focused on blocks and may not have produced entire sheets or panes. 
Volume probably was relatively small. 

Another unknown is how Getlan managed to corral nearly a dozen of Cobe’s blocks 
and the two uses on-piece. Cobe perfs have not been seen often, if at all, in the auction 
market. They may have been assembled by a Boston area collector—or possibly by 
Alpheus B. Slater, the New Englander, who knew Cobe and gave his annotated block to 
an acquaintance in 1930. 

Figure 3. Nathan Cobe used a block of six 2¢stamps (Scott 500), which bore his oval perforations on a 
registered cover postmarked November 3, 1920. The on-piece example of Cobe’s work was certified by 
APEX in 2023.
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Figure 4. Boston dealer Nathan Cobe excised the paper between perfs to create his oval perforations on 
plate number block of eight 1¢ stamps (Scott 525). He missed joining two perf 11 holes on the pair next 
to the bottom.
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Revenue Issues

America's Embossed 
Revenue Stamp Paper, Part VII: 

New York Colony Surviving 
Stamps & Documents

by Roger S. Brody
USSS #11814 | mbrody@usstamps.org

and John C. Rowe

Surviving Stamps – New York 
The five stamps of the New York colony introduced in the previous installment of 

this series are reprised in Figure 1. Examples are much scarcer than those of the Mas-
sachusetts issue treated in Parts II-VI. Table 1 shows the numbers recorded by Make-
peace in 1941 based on a survey of when he surveyed the existing private holdings. By 

comparison, he recorded 143 for Massachusetts 
(Part IV, “Massachusetts Bay Surviving Stamps 
& Documents”), even though the New York tax 
lasted half again longer than the Massachusetts 
tax (three years versus two years).

Since that time, more examples of this issue 
have been found, including at least a dozen ex-
amples of the one-half penny newspaper stamp 
and more specimens of the one-penny stamp. It is 
believed that at least 100 copies survive in private 
hands based on examinations of recorded sales 
and auction catalogs.

Figure 1. New York Half Penny, 1 Penny and II, III and IV Pence stamps.

Table 1. Numbers of New York 
Embossed Stamps Recorded 

Makepeace (1943)
Denomination Number

½ p 0
I p 4
II p 15
III p 15
IV p 12

Total 49
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Table 2. Profile of Colonial New York Embossed Revenue Document Usage*

Document Description 1/2p Ip IIp IIIp IVp Total Percent
Bill of Lading 5 5 7
Bill of Sale 2 2 3
Bonds: 10
 Bond (Unknown) 1 1 2
 Bond, Obligation 2 2
 Bond, Penal 3 3
Commissions 4 4 6
Court Documents: 20
 Bond, Recognizance 1 1 2
 Court Affidavit 1 1
 Court Declaration/Pleading 8 8
 Court Order 1 1
 Court Special Bail 2 2
 Court Replication 1 1
Deed/Conveyance 6 6 8
Indenture 1  1 1
Lease 2 2 3
Newspaper 15 15 20
Notarization 1 1 1
Power of Attorney 2 2 3
Probate 2 1 3 4
Receipt of Legacy 1 1
Writs: 10
 Writ (Unknown) 1 1
 Writ of Arrest 1 1 3 5
 Writ of Execution 1 1
Cut Squares/Partials 1   2 3 4
Total 15 8 17 17 16 73
Percent 20 11 23 23 22 100
* Held in private hands

Table 2 illustrates the usage profile of the surviving New York colonial documents 
with embossed revenue stamps based on the private database mentioned in Part IV.

The number of surviving documents of both colonies is very much influenced by 
the types of documents saved. The discrepancy between their totals is entirely due to 
the large number of Essex County, Massachusetts, writs reaching the market. When 
these are subtracted from the totals, the surviving number of New York stamps is well 
in excess of the Massachusetts specimens. 
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The distribution of the document types found with the New York issue is broader 
than that of the Massachusetts colony; six types comprise roughly three-quarters of the 
surviving specimens. As can be seen in Table 2, the most numerous surviving documents 
are on court documents of various types and newspapers, each category comprising 20% 
of those recorded. Other significant fractions of the types found today are bonds, writs, 
deeds, and bills of lading, comprising 35% of the survivors.

Within the New York specimens, there is an unusually high number of documents 
from Albany and Albany County. This area on the Upper Hudson River had been orig-
inally established as the center of the earlier Dutch colony’s fur trade. It had continued 
in that fashion for a century under the English. However, the population was relatively 
low in relation to the city of New York and related areas on the lower Hudson and Long 
Island. These latter areas would be expected to dominate the source of the surviving 
documents. No obvious explanation exists for the high survival rate in this area.

Half Penny Usage
The halfpenny newspaper stamp of New York, like that of Massachusetts, is reason-

ably rare due to the nature of the use of newspapers and their probability of survival. 
Although having a high catalog value, copies are available however and do come on the 
market infrequently, as exemplified by the 20% fraction of this denomination versus the 
total surviving population of New York colonial issues. As noted, none were reported 
by Makepeace in the 1941 census. However, a number of copies have surfaced since, 
notably the following issues of The New York Mercury:

• Leland Powers reported a February 14, 1757, issue of The New York 
Mercury: the one sold in the Sheldon sale in 1970 (Mercury, 1970). 

• A March 6, 1758, issue of The New York Mercury was sold on September 
28, 2000 (Bennett, 2000). 

• An August 1, 1757, copy of the same paper was sold in the Joyce sale 
for $2800 (Kelleher, 1991).

• A May 2, 1757, copy was sold in the Henry Tolman II sale for $900 
(Siegel, 2000). 

• A September 26, 1757, copy of The New York Mercury that included 
news of the terms of neutrality for ships and cargo to be protected from 
privateers delivered from France to Holland was sold by a dealer in 2001. 

• Kelleher sales have also auctioned copies of the same paper: Issue No. 
253 of July 13, 1757 (Kelleher, 2002) and Issue No. 329 of December 
4, 1758 (Kelleher, 2003).

• Recently, an October 10, 1757, issue of The New York Mercury was sold 
in the Joseph Antizzo Sale for $2600 (Siegel, 2019).

• The front page of the December 4, 1758, Issue No. 329 of The Mercury 
(Figure 2) is replete with news about the war in Europe including reports 
from Paris, Dresden, Warsaw, Marseilles, and Vienna. 
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Figure 2. Half penny stamp on The New York Mercury Issue No. 329, December 4, 1758, filled with 
news of the war in Europe.
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I Penny Usage
The one penny is scarce due to its usage being only on legal papers issued by justices 

of the peace and bills of lading. It is the rarest of the stamps of this issue. About 11% of the 
surviving stamps consist of this denomination. They are generally not in good condition. 
Further, this denomination is harder to find than the numbers would indicate, rarely 
appearing in the market. This is the key issue of this series of embossed stamps based on 
the surviving copies and their infrequent appearance, especially when gauged versus the 
collector demand for the newspaper denomination.

Documents other than bills of lading are exceedingly rare. The 1968 Makepeace sale 
listed two one-pence stamped items, one a New York City Mayor’s Court replication that 
sold for $57 and the second a 1757 writ of execution to seize the property of a Quaker 
who failed to pay a levy for exemption from the militia which was purchased by Morton 
Dean Joyce for $200 (Siegel, 1968). 

Two years later, the Sheldon sale listed two specimens: one was an impression on a 
September 1759 bill of lading, and the other contained two impressions on a May 1757 
obligation for taxes (Mercury, 1970). The latter is a partial recognizance bond and is an 
interesting case of multiple impressions being used to make the higher duty since bonds 
required a three-pence duty. Here, the third strike has probably been lost with the bottom 
of the document. 

Figure 3. One Penny stamp on a bill of lading for supplies shipped to Louisburg for the siege of Montreal.
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The Joyce sale in 1991 listed two one-penny stamped documents: one was the 1757 
Dutchess County bond from the Sheldon collection with two strikes and the second 
was the 1757 arrest warrant from the Makepeace collection for the Quaker who failed 
to pay the levy which brought $525 (Kelleher, 1991), an increase of 175% after 23 years.

The New York bills of lading, which make up the majority of the limited number of 
surviving copies of this denomination, make an interesting study in their own right. Few 
examples of valid usage survive. As noted, the Sheldon sale reported a valid usage of the 
one penny on a September 1759 bill of lading. The Antizzo sale included a part-printed 
bill of lading dated January 3, 1759, with an attractive illustration of a galleon integrated 
into the printed text that brought $950 (Siegel, 2019). In addition to these valid usages, 
several one-penny stamps on bills of lading are also known on partially printed documents 
dated after the expiration of the tax (on December 31, 1759). However, they display the 
correct duty for the document usage. A 1760 copy of a bill of lading was listed in the Tol-
man sale (Siegel, 2000). A 1762 stamped bill of lading from New York to Newport with 
“ten tierces of ship bread” is known. Both are obvious usages of previously stamped paper.

Figure 3 shows a bill of lading made on May 15, 1759, with an interesting context 
within the Seven Years’ War. It was for a cargo shipped from Oyster Bay to the British 
garrison at “Lewis Burg” on the sloop “Rosemerrey,” for 1500 lbs. of bread in bulk, 74 
barrels of flour, a pipe of wine, two puncheons of Jamaica spirits, and 51 live hogs with 
30 bushels of Indian corn to feed the swine. This shipment was for stores for troops being 
sent to Louisburg, Nova Scotia, for preparations for General Wolfe’s siege of Montreal 
later that summer. It is consigned to one of the supply provisioners, Mr. Waters Smith. The 
fortress of Louisburg itself, which commanded the entrance to the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
and the river of the same name from its position on the southeastern shore of Cape Breton 
Island, was captured from the French the preceding year.

II Pence Usage
The two-pence New York colony embossed stamps are among those most frequently 

found (23% of the total), although still scarce. Both the two-pence and three-pence were 
used on papers of courts of record and other documents that had a reasonable chance 
of surviving in official files, some in good condition. Most of the two pence are on court 
pleadings such as declarations. Many of these pleadings were to the Dutchess County 
Court of Common Pleas in Poughkeepsie, although some are also known for the Orange 
County Court of Common Pleas and the New York City Mayor’s Court.

Other usage includes three writs and a court order, possibly representing invalid usage 
for the denomination. A 1755 holograph two-pence bond was reported in the Tolman 
sale, while the Sheldon sale reported a 1757 recognizance bond and two 1759 writs. The 
Makepeace sale reported a 1757 replication in the New York Mayor’s Court- a reply to 
charges made in a court pleading (Siegel, 1968).

Figure 4 shows the first of two pages of a 1759 court declaration setting forth a re-
markably extensive list compiled by the attorney for a woman, Elizabeth Dodsworth, of 
food, lodging, and washing provided to one James Cox, noted the purchase of “checked 
shirt” for 12 shillings and £1.2.9 for three and one-half yards of linen as well as buttons 
and thread to make him a shirt. People seem to have been as gullible then as now.
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Figure 4. Two Pence stamp on a 1759 court declaration stating a long list of debts.
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III Pence Usage
The three-pence New York colony embossed stamps are also among those most 

frequently found (24% of the total) but still scarce in an absolute sense. They provide 
an interesting and varied series of documents. 

The Makepeace sale recorded four examples (Siegel, 1968). One purchased by 
Joyce, was on a bill of sale for a Negro slave. Two others were related to probate: one a 
1757 renunciation of executorship and the other on 1758 letters of administration. The 
last was on a partial bill of sale for a vessel. 

The Sheldon sale two years later listed five examples of the three pence (Mercury, 
1970), of which four were complete documents: a 1757 warrant and a 1757 obligation, 
as well as two multiple stamped documents. These latter relate to bastardy. The first is a 
May 8, 1757, order in bastardy with three impressions. The second is a May 18, 1757, 
recognizance in bastardy with two impressions.

Figure 5. Three Pence stamp on declaration against a justice of the peace.
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Three pence stamps listed in the Joyce sale included the bill of sale for a vessel from 
the Makepeace sale discussed further below, a 1757 bill of sale for a “Negro Woman named 
Diann” from the Makepeace collection; a 1757 indenture, and the May 8, 1757, order 
in bastardy with the three stamps previously listed in the Sheldon sale (Kelleher, 1991).

Also recorded is a May 27, 1758, letter of attorney from one mariner to another 
pertaining to rights over all the writer’s affairs.

Three-pence stamped bonds are known, as noted above, from the Sheldon collection, 
while the Combs collection included two penal bonds (Bennett, 2000). Similarly 1757 
and 1759 bonds were listed in the Tolman sale (Siegel, 2000). The catalog indicates 
that the first of the latter two is stamped with the scarcer second die of this New York 
denomination. A 1769 Albany datelined penal bond for a £ 177.11.6 sum is also known.

Declarations and depositions to a Court of Chancery were stamped at a duty of 
three pence. Figure 5 shows a notable affidavit, probably for such a court, from Ann 
Gordon, an Albany woman, about the conduct of one Jacob Van Alstan, a Justice of the 
Peace for Albany, regarding his practice of charging plaintiffs two shillings sixpence each 
for such summons. She further indicates in the document how the subject and his sister 
entered a house and removed some yarn. Obviously, charges of corruption of officials 
are not a new occurrence.

Figure 6 shows a unique three-pence stamped document, unfortunately only partial, 
that appeared in both the Makepeace and Joyce sales (Siegel, 1968; Kelleher 1991) the 
top portion of a bill of sale for a one-half interest in the sloop Morning Starr for £140 
from a resident of New York City to a resident of Albany. This is the only obviously in-

Figure 6. Three-pence stamp used improperly on a bill of sale.
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valid stamp duty amount of New York embossed revenues known. It bears a three-pence 
stamp, but bills of sale for all or part of a vessel were subject to four-pence stamp duty. 
One possible explanation is that the partially printed generic bill of sale form on which 
it was written had been previously impressed with a three-pence stamp, as required for 
the sale of servants or slaves, and executed despite being under-stamped. As the surviv-
ing portion of the partial document does not include a date, another possibility is that 
a three-pence stamped blank was used after the expiration of the tax.  

This document, although interesting, also illustrates that colonial embossed revenues 
do not always show ever-increasing prices over long periods of time. It sold originally 
for $75 in the Makepeace sale in 1968 and for $160 in 1991 in the Joyce sale, then again 
at auction in 2002 for $113, probably due to its faulty condition as a partial document. 

A part-printed Mayor’s Court document dated April 5, 1758, with a three-pence 
stamp is known. This and similar Mayor’s Court documents are for special bail. Special 
bail could be filed before judgment on matters of equity at the inception of the lawsuit, 
which was a sound precautionary measure in case of an adverse judgment. A three-
pence-stamped power of attorney in the Combs sale is discussed below in connection 
with the four-pence-stamped document to which it is attached.

IV Pence Usage 
The surviving four-pence examples are also among the most frequently found (23% 

of the total), only slightly below the two-pence and three-pence in frequency, although 
they are also still scarce in an absolute sense. Most are found on deeds and mortgages. 
Being generally retained in private hands, they are not preserved in good condition. 

The Makepeace collection included three examples of four-pence stamped docu-
ments (Siegel, 1968). One was a 1758 lieutenant’s commission on vellum that brought 
only $85 - the rest were on deeds. A large printed 1757 Dutchess County lease brought 
$85. 

The Sheldon sale also listed three examples of the four-pence stamp (Mercury, 
1970), two on 1759 indentures. Four-pence-stamped examples listed in the Joyce sale 
included the former Makepeace 1757 Dutchess County deed that sold for $420 (Kelle-
her, 1991). The much rarer example of the four-pence stamped military commission on 
vellum brought only $260 in the same sale. Another commission for an ensign dated 
in 1758 and signed by Lt. Gov. James De 
Lancey was recorded in the Combs sale for 
$350 (Bennett, 2000). 

Figure 7 shows one of an interesting 
pair of attached documents sold in the 
Combs auction, both dated November 2, 
1757, joined together with a blue ribbon. 
One is a three-pence-stamped partially 
printed power attorney relating to the ap-
pointment of a representative to deal with 
the affairs of a maritime prize, the Mary, 
in Philadelphia. This is attached to a four-
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pence-stamped holograph authentication of the signature of the writer certified by the 
colonial Mayor of New York City, John Cruger. The same Combs sale also included a 
copy of a 1757 probated will of a Bucks County, Pennsylvania, resident. 

In the Tolman sale a 1757 holograph lease was listed (Siegel,2000). The Hiram 
Deats collection in 1939 reported a March 7, 1759, commission on parchment appoint-
ing George Breverton, Jr., a captain in the New York Regiment (E.S.R.N., 1939). The 

Figure 7. Four-pence stamp on notarization signed by John Cruger, New York City Mayor.
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Combs sale included a 1758 commission for an ensign, also known from the holdings 
of collector E. Dargan Smith of Owensboro, Kentucky. Other dealer sales of four pence 
stamped documents have all been deeds, including a unique one referencing a “moiety 
of commonage” (right of way) dated 1759 that sold for $425.

The Massachusetts Bay Stamp Act expired on April 30, 1757, and the New York 
Stamp Act finally expired on December 31, 1759. How the colonial militias were financed 
until the fall of New France in 1760 was answered by the First Lord of the Treasury, 
William Pitt. Pitt’s approach to the war in the colonies essentially inverted England’s 
previous policy. The heart of Pitt’s plan was his intention to hold the line against France, 
where it was strongest, in Europe, while striking at its weakest point, North America. 
To do so, Pitt planned to take advantage of Britain’s greatest strength its navy, to achieve 
naval superiority on the Atlantic preventing France from resupplying its troops overseas; 
this would in turn enable Britain’s relatively small army to cooperate with its much more 
numerous American colonists to overwhelm Canada’s defenders (Anderson, 2000). 

Instead of treating the colonies like subordinate jurisdictions and requiring them to 
finance the war effort by forced contributions to a common fund, Pitt resolved to treat 
them like allies, offering subsidies to encourage their assemblies to aid in the conquest 
of New France. Thus, when The Massachusetts Bay and New York Stamp Act expired, 
Parliament provided the financial resources to achieve the greatest victory in English 
history (Anderson, 2000).

On September 8, 1760, almost a year to the day after the French were defeated 
in Quebec, the British and American Colonials seized Montreal. While British action 
against French and Spanish colonies continued in the Caribbean, the French defeat at 
Montreal ended the war on the North American Continent. 
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Submissions Needed for
The U.S. Specialist

The United States Specialist is dependent on member-submitted content in order to 
maintain high-quality and diverse philatelic articles. However, in spite of the increased 
time many collectors have been able to dedicate to the hobby, the availability of material 
for publication is currently constrained.

Consequently, I am appealing to you to submit story ideas, working manuscripts and, 
especially, completed articles to be considered for publication. The goal is to maintain 
a balance between longer, multiple part articles and short vignettes — both of which 
need compelling narrative and a strong philatelic thread centered around US material. 
All materials submitted are subject to peer review and comment prior to acceptance for 
publication. Once a manuscript is accepted, the article is edited and them composed for 
production. Authors then receive a link for the online proof of their work.

I am grateful for the materials that have been submitted and the work that many of 
you are continuing. If you have contributed materials, thank you! If you have submitted 
material and haven’t heard back from me, please email again. If you haven’t submitted 
anything for review, please consider preparing a manuscript soon. In the world of 
non-profits, it is often said that many people are willing to contribute if they are asked 
to get involved. So, with this, I am officially asking for your help.

Considerations
When preparing materials for print, there are several considerations that need your 

attention. The following guidelines have been assembled in order to aid in the preparation 
of articles. Please feel free to email article ideas and production questions to editor@
usstamps.org.

Writing
• Please write your article in a conversational style and in first person. While USSS 

members are well-versed in the field, not everyone is a specialist in the material you are 
presenting. Provide sufficient background information so that readers can follow your 
discussion.

• Remember that generic websites such as Wikipedia are not reliable sources of 
factual information. When researching on line, please use primary sources whenever 
possible. It probably goes without saying, but Facebook, Twitter and other social media 
networks are not reliable references unless you are researching an image that you can 
independently verify.

• DO NOT format the text when sending electronic manuscripts. Use one font in 
regular, bold, and italic. No centering or columns. Please do not create multiple, individual 
text blocks within the document.

• Scott catalog numbers should be written as “Scott 123.”
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• Always spell out an acronym when it first appears in your text. Add the abbreviation 
in parentheses (even if you think everyone should know that BEP stands for Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing).

• You may send your article as an e-mail attachment. The preferred file format is 
Microsoft Word (.doc and .docx files). If you do not have access to Microsoft Word, 
please contact me to discuss the software you intend to use. If the materials required 
for your complete submission are too large for email, please consider using a resource 
like WeTransfer.com or Transferxl.com which enable the transfer of large digital files.

• Please DO NOT insert scans or illustrations into your electronic text file. Each 
image should be submitted electronically as a separate file. Images should be named with 
their corresponding figure number.

• Except in very rare situations, all images in an article will have captions. Please 
insert the image caption into your text at the position where the image would most log-
ically be placed. Due to spacing, pagination and other considerations, images may not 
always appear at your preferred location, but I will make every effort to design layouts 
with a logical flow.

• You are welcome to use images from sources other than your own collection. 
When doing so, please secure the permission of the person who owns the piece being 
depicted. Appropriate photo credits should be included in the image caption. Please do 
not include credits for your own materials.

About Images
Naturally, images are vital to the articles that appear in The US Specialist. Taking care 

to follow the instructions below will help ensure the quality and clarity of the photographs 
and scans that accompany your work.

• The minimum image resolution for print is 300 dots per inch (DPI) at the actual 
size to be printed. When scanning materials that are smaller than 3 inches by 3 inches, 
I prefer a resolution of 600 DPI. This higher resolution affords greater latitude in layout 
and scaling of images for detail.

Figure 1. The ideal image (left) is at least 300 DPI at print size, scanned against a contrasting color 
background with 1/8 inch or more space around the subject. Items being scanned do not need to be 
straight. The image on the right represents a scan that is more difficult to prepare for print and that may 
produce a lower quality image when printed.

7744
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• DO NOT apply sharpening or special effects filters to your images. While these 
adjustments may improve the on-screen appearance of an image, over-sharpening has 
a detrimental effect when the image is printed commercially. If image adjustment is 
needed, it will be handled during layout and production.

• Please scan images against a contrasting color, not a black or while background 
(Figure 1). The contrasting color aides in the image processing that must be applied 
prior to printing. 

• It is not necessary to align items when scanning. All images will be aligned during 
the production process. Additionally, the reproduction quality of materials with fine 
engraved lines is often enhanced by scanning the specimen at an angle.

• Do not crop images tightly to the subject. Leaving a minimum of 1/8 inch around 
the material being scanned makes processing the scan easier.

• Save scans and images as JPG, TIF or PNG files. The preferred format is JPG at 
high or maximum (10+) quality.

• Images saved from websites are usually low resolution files. If your article requires 
such an image, please include the web address where the image was found.

• If your article includes images that are not part 
of your collection, please include some detail about 
the source of each image.

• If you need to include photographs of objects 
and you plan to take the photos yourself, please give 
attention to the lighting and background. Ideally, 
there should be a solid background that contrasts 
with the objects being photographed. Grey foam core 
(available from most craft or hobby stores) is usually a 
good option. You can also produce good results using 
science project backdrops like the one in Figure 2.

If possible, you will want two light sources. The 
diagram in Figure 3 shows a layout that produces 
generally good results. You do not have to have the 
light diffusers shown in the diagram, but you may need 
to move the lights back so that they do not overpower 
the subject being photographed. The turntable is not 
necessary but can use useful if you need multiple angles 
of the same object.

In conclusion, send me your work. The journal is 
built on the research of US specialists and each of us have 
experiences to share. The goal of the preceding guidelines 
is to help you produce an article that reads well and that 
looks good in print. I encourage all members to submit an 
article for consideration. While the process can be demanding, the results are rewarding 
for both the author and the audience. If you have any questions about the process or the 
technical requirements, please feel free to contact me directly at editor@usstamps.org.

Figure 2. Possible photo background.

Figure 3. Ideal lighting for 3D 
objects.
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The cover carrying this letter bears the commemorative postage stamp 
issued in honor of Denmark. This is the last in the series of twelve stamps 
issued as a tribute to the overrun and occupied Countries of Europe. 

The stamp was first placed on sale today at Washington, D.C., and it 
is a pleasure to send you this first day cover autographed by the Minister 
of Denmark. 

— From a signed December 7, 1943 letter sent with a Favor First 
Day Cover of the 5¢ Denmark stamp of the 1943-44 Overrun Countries 
Series sent to Marvin McIntyre at the White House by Deputy Third 
Assistant Postmaster General Roy M. North.

Although Denmark had remained neutral during World War I and signed a 10-
year non-aggression pact with Germany in 1939, it was nonetheless invaded early in 
the morning of April 9, 1940, as a stepping stone in Hitler’s preemptive invasion of 
Norway. Fearing that Copenhagen would be bombed, the Danish government quickly 
surrendered. Unlike the case for many other overrun countries, the government did not 
go into exile. Under the terms of the armistice, there was economic cooperation with 
Germany, and the Danish government and king continued to function fairly normally 
until August 29, 1943, when the government resigned in protest at increasingly harsh 

Overrun Countries

1943-44 Overrun Countries Series: 
Denmark

by Paul M. Holland
USSS  #16849  |  Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

mpholland.thorleaf@gmail.com
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German demands. At this point, the Danish government refused further cooperation, 
the navy scuttled most of its ships, with many of its officers fleeing to neutral Sweden, 
and Denmark was placed under direct German military occupation. 

Originally no Overrun Countries stamp had been planned for Denmark. That one 
was issued apparently came about due to a May 17, 1943 letter written to Postmaster 
General Frank Walker by A. E. Pade, a Denver stamp dealer of Danish descent who 
believed that “a stigma had been cast on the otherwise good name of Denmark…” and 
that “Americans of Danish descent would deeply resent this discrimination.”1 On June 
17, 1943, Pade received a reply from Deputy Third Assistant Postmaster General Roy 
M. North stating that “The Department has this matter under advisement and it may 
be possible to make provisions for a Denmark stamp before the series is completed, 
which, at best, will not be until late this year.” Finally, a Post Office Department press 
release on June 28 stated, “Denmark had been added to the list of (overrun) countries 
being honored.”

The die proof for the Denmark Overrun Countries stamp was approved on Octo-
ber 19, 1943, with three colors used in printing these stamps, blue violet for the outer 
engraved frame and color offset printing of the Danish flag in red and black. These were 
printed in full sheets of 200, unlike many other Overrun Countries stamps that employed 
a “shared” layout on the press sheet. They were then cut into four panes of 50 stamps each.

The first day ceremony for the Denmark Overrun Countries stamp was held at the 
office of Postmaster General Frank C. Walker on December 7, 1943, the second anni-
versary of the Pearl Harbor attack. Here, Hendrik de Kauffmann, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Denmark to the United States, purchased the first sheet 
of stamps from Ramsey S. Black, Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

Hendrik de Kauffmann was perhaps the most unusual character of all Overrun 
Countries ambassadors and foreign ministers, and someone who seemed to epitomize 
Scandinavian stubbornness. Although there was officially no Danish government-in-ex-
ile, he remained at his post and, on the first anniversary of the occupation of Denmark 
(April 9, 1941), on his own initiative, signed “in the Name of the King,” an agreement for 
the defense of Greenland. This treaty, dated June 7, 1941, authorized the United States 
to defend the Danish colony of Greenland from German aggression. It was signed by 
the US Secretary of State Cordell Hull and approved by President Roosevelt. For this, 
Kauffmann was nicknamed “the King of Greenland.” The Danish government in Copen-
hagen, struggling to maintain its uneasy relationship with the German occupiers, was not 
amused. Kauffmann was formally charged with high treason and stripped of his rank. 
Both of these actions were simply ignored by Kauffmann who carried on, continuing 
his occasional visits with FDR in the White House during the war.

Special favor FDCs for the Overrun Countries were sent out by Deputy Third As-
sistant PMG Roy M. North who had arranged for the Foreign Ministers or Ambassadors 
of the overrun countries to autograph these covers whenever possible. My example sent 
to Marvin H. McIntyre at the White House is shown in Figure 1. 

Sadly, this Overrun Countries favor FDC cover for Denmark, signed by Hendrik 
de Kauffman, was the last favor FDC that Marvin McIntyre received before his death 
on December 13, 1943. Making this memento especially poignant, McIntyre had been 
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Figure 1. Deputy Third Assistant PMG Roy North favor FDC for Denmark stamp signed by Hendrik de 
Kauffmann, Minister of Denmark, sent to Marvin McIntyre at the White House.
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Figure 2. Time Magazine cover of December 17, 1934, showing FDR’s “White House 
Secretariat,” with Marvin McIntyre on the telephone at lower right.
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the recipient of FDR’s original White House memo that initiated the series of Overrun 
Countries stamps, and this cover was still sealed when I acquired it.

Marvin H. McIntyre is one of my favorites among the key figures of FDR’s small inner 
circle. A former newspaperman, his involvement dates back to FDR’s 1920 campaign for 
Vice President. In the White House McIntyre managed FDR’s appointments calendar 
and correspondence, and he’s shown on the cover of Time Magazine as a member of 
FDR’s secretariat talking on the telephone at the lower right in Figure 2. Also shown are 
Louis Howe, Steve Early and “Missy” LeHand, FDR’s “Chief of Staff,” press secretary 
and personal secretary, respectively. McIntyre himself had a wonderful sense of humor 
and was intimately involved in nearly all aspects of the FDR administration from the 
very beginning, as shown by his wide-ranging correspondence. Upon his death, FDR 
remembered McIntyre’s “never-failing humor, his cheerful spirit, and his ever-ready 
helpfulness.”

Content and context are everything in autograph collecting, and I’m fortunate to 
have an array of original Marvin H. McIntyre correspondence in my collection. Perhaps 
my favorite items are from the crisis period in February 1933, just before FDR took of-
fice on Saturday, March 4, 1933. These were obtained from the famed Malcolm Forbes 
autograph collection of signed documents related to US Presidents. Shown in Figure 3 
is McIntyre’s February 26, 1933, letter on FDR’s personal stationery from Hyde Park, 
NY, to David Stern, publisher of the Philadephia Record. This was written in the midst 
of the worst banking crisis in American history and about ten days after an assassination 
attempt on FDR’s life in Miami had nearly succeeded. Note here that insiders such as 
Missy LeHand and McIntyre often referred to Franklin D. Roosevelt as “F. D.” as seen 
in this letter and the following telegram.

Reflecting on the assassination attempt in the third paragraph, McIntyre says “You 
sure missed out on the most exciting night of our Miami trip. Frankly, it didn’t impress 
me much at the time, but since has had a tendency to make me a bit more serious 
minded.” Five shots were fired from the crowd at a February 15th nighttime rally from 
about 25 feet away, hitting five people including Anton Cermak, the Mayor of Chicago, 
who later died from his wounds. Since FDR had been propped up on the backseat of a 
convertible to address the crowd (Figure 4), he was “a sitting duck” and lucky to have 
escaped death or serious injury.

Shown in Figure 5 is McIntyre’s original February 27, 1933 telegram sent to David 
Stern that McIntyre refers to in the handwritten scrawl at the bottom of his letter that 
stated, “Just wired you not to take our phone conversation too seriously.” The telegram 
goes on to say, “HAD JUST BEEN TALKING TO FRANTIC BANKERS STOP WILL 
BE GLAD TO TAKE THIS UP WITH WOODIN…” concluding that there will not be 
time for “F. D.” to talk things over with Stern before the inauguration. Note the typos in 
this short telegram, i.e. NOR for FOR and innauguration (sic) misspelled, suggesting 
how frantic things must have been at the time. 

It was William H. Woodin, FDR’s newly designated Treasury Secretary who was to 
play a major role in resolving the banking crisis during the first week of the new FDR 
administration. At a time three years into the Great Depression and following “runs” on 
virtually every bank in the country that had not already failed, all of the nation’s banks had 
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Figure 3. February 26, 1933, letter from Marvin McIntyre to David Stern, publisher of the Philadephia 
Record (author’s collection, ex-Malcolm Forbes).
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Figure 4. FDR in Bayfront Park, Miami, shortly before the assassination attempt on February 15, 
1933.

Figure 5. February 27, 1933, telegram sent by McIntyre to David Stern, publisher of the Philadephia 
Record (author’s collection, ex-Malcolm Forbes).
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been closed under an emergency “Bank Holiday” with cash being in very short supply. 
The Emergency Banking Bill (the first piece of FDR’s “hundred days” legislation) was 
rushed through Congress on Thursday, with FDR’s famous first “Fireside Chat” follow-
ing on Sunday evening. In the meantime, Woodin had come up with the idea that the 
Treasury could simply issue Federal Reserve Bank Notes against good assets held by 
the banks, such as loans. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) went to work 24 
hours a day printing new currency so that it could be rushed out to major banks by the 
weekend.2 By the time banks began reopening their doors on Monday morning, March 
13, 1933, after FDR’s “Fireside Chat,” confidence in the nation’s banking system had 
been almost miraculously restored.

Besides the Overrun Countries favor FDCs sent out by Deputy Third Assistant PMG 
Roy North to Marvin McIntyre and others, Postmaster General Frank C. Walker also 
mailed favor FDCs on official stationery. These typically came with printed Post Office 
Department notices about the stamps instead of letters. An example from my collection 
of the Denmark Overrun Countries stamp is shown in Figure 6.

Among the commercial cachets created for the Denmark Overrun Countries stamp 
is the Staehle cachet on an unaddressed first day cover franked by a corner margin block 
of four, shown in Figure 7. Note the close similarity of this Staehle cachet to that for the 
Norway stamp 3 and that the block of stamps displays the offset printed country name 
Denmark in the upper margin. 

My worldwide postal history collection includes over 500 covers sent to FDR from 
45 different countries around the world. Figure 8 shows an unsealed December 15, 1933, 
hand-addressed cover from Copenhagen franked with Scott 210 depicting King Chris-
tian X and paying the special international surface rate for unsealed Christmas cards. 

Figure 6. Favor FDC on official PMG stationery for the Denmark stamp sent to Yukon, Oklahoma.
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The card is addressed to The Honorable Franklin Roosevelt, Hyde Park, Duchess Co., 
NY, USA. The slogan cancel states that Postgiro (money orders) save time and money.

Figure 7. FDC with Staehle cachet for the Denmark Overrun Countries stamp.

Figure 8. December 15, 1930 Christmas card cover sent to FDR at Hyde Park from Copenhagen.
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King Christian X, king of 
Denmark from 1912 to 1947, 
was the older brother of King 
Haakon VII of Norway. Both 
were grandsons of Queen Vic-
toria, and their many royal first 
cousins included King George V 
of Great Britain, Kaiser Wilhelm 
II of Germany, Tsar Nicholas II 
of Russia, and King Constantine 
I of Greece. Both remained on 
the throne during World War ll, 
with King Haakon VII fleeing 
to Great Britain with the Nor-
wegian government-in-exile 
and King Christian X remaining 
in Denmark, where he was a 
popular figure who took daily 
horseback rides through the 
streets of Copenhagen without 
a bodyguard, even during the 
German occupation (Figure 9). 
He became a steadfast symbol of 
Danish resistance, under which 
only minimal cooperation was 
made with the Germans under 
terms of the armistice. These 
terms were relatively light com-
pared to those in other occupied countries, such that if Denmark offered no overt resis-
tance, Germany would respect Danish political independence. For example, in Denmark, 
unlike other Nazi-controlled territories, Jews were never forced to wear the Star of David. 

Another Christmas greeting sent from Copenhagen to neutral Sweden twelve years 
later is shown in Figure 10. Mailed on December 18, 1942, to Degerfors, Sweden, it is 
franked with Scott 238D depicting a sailing ship. There is also a 1942 Danish Christmas 
seal that shows the two-year-old royal granddaughter Margrethe, who later became the 
Queen of Denmark. The slogan cancel translates as “send the Christmas mail in good 
time”. Regarding this cover, it is also interesting to note that there is censor tape and a 
handstamp on the back. 

The Danish Government began censoring all foreign mail shortly after the outbreak 
of World War II in October 1939 as part of an attempt to keep Denmark neutral. Later, 
during the German occupation, this continued as part of a policy of measured accommo-
dation towards the occupying power. This limited outside contact by mail to Germany, 
Scandinavia and other neutral countries. Curiously, the censor tape and handstamp 
shown resemble the German OKW type but are from Denmark’s Post og Telegrafvaesenet 
(post and telegraph service), where Kontroleret translates as “controlled.” 

Figure 9. King Christian X on his daily horseback ride through 
the streets of Copenhagen during the German occupation.
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This cover highlights the close cultural ties and Denmark’s proximity to neutral Swe-
den, which was to play an important role in one of the most celebrated rescue operations 
of World War II. During the summer of 1943 it was becoming increasingly clear that 
Germany would lose the war, and strikes and other overt resistance to the occupation 
increased. The Germans then demanded that the Danish government declare a state 
of emergency. This was refused, and the government resigned in protest leading to the 
Germans declaring martial law. Soon afterward, Nazi plans for the arrest and deporta-
tion of Danish Jews were leaked on September 28, 1943, by German diplomat Georg 
Ferdinand Duckwitz. The Danish resistance movement then managed to hide and later 
evacuate nearly all of Denmark’s 7,800 Jews by sea to nearby Sweden using fishing boats 

Figure 10. December 18, 1942, cover from Copenhagen to Degerfors, Sweden. Note the 1942 Danish 
Christmas seal and censor tape (author’s collection).
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Figure 11. Large December 7, 1943, Postmaster General combo favor FDC featuring all twelve 
Overrun Countries stamps for Europe, each with printed country name (author’s collection).  
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and other small craft. Others remained in hiding with help from Danish citizens, and as 
a result, 99% of Denmark’s Jewish population survived the Holocaust.

The Denmark stamp closed out the original Overrun Countries series designed to 
honor the European nations occupied by the Axis during World War II. I’m fortunate to 
have a full matched set of favor FDCs with signed letters for these Overrun Countries 
stamps sent to Marvin McIntyre at the White House by Deputy Third Assistant PMG 
Roy M. North, all autographed by either Foreign Ministers or Ambassadors of the over-
run countries or the Postmaster General. Sale catalogs of both the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
stamp collection in 19464 and the Harold L. Ickes stamp collection in 19485 show that 
both men also received nearly identical sets of these favor FDCs. 

More recently, I’ve acquired the spectacular combo FDC on official Postmaster 
General stationery featuring the stamps of all twelve European Overrun Countries 
stamps, shown in Figure 11. This 6.5” x 10.5” cover, postmarked December 7, 1943, is 
franked with each of the twelve corner margin singles with the country name printed 
in black above each stamp. This position only occurs once on each pane of 50 stamps. 
I’ve never seen another such cover on official Postmaster General stationery, and curi-

ously, although I’ve made a careful search of the 
sale catalogs from both the FDR and Ickes stamp 
collections, no similar item appears. 

Following the Liberation of Denmark in 
May 1945, one of the first acts by the Danish 
Parliament was to revoke the charge of high 
treason against Hendrik de Kauffmann (Figure 
12 - the “King of Greenland”), and he was able 
to officially represent Denmark at the 1945 San 
Francisco Conference and sign the new United 
Nations Charter. King Christian X, after falling 
from his horse in late October 1942, had become 
somewhat of an invalid during the remainder of 
the war. He died in April 1947, and his son, Fred-
erick IX, became king. When King Frederick IX 
died in 1972, his daughter Margrethe became the 

first female Danish sovereign under the 1953 Act of Succession and currently reigns as 
Queen Margrethe II. She is presently the world’s longest-serving sovereign.
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Figure 12. Hendrik de Kauffmann.
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100 Years Ago

The 5¢ Ribault Monument Stamp 

The 1924 Ribault Monument issues stands as a testament to the rich history and 
cultural heritage of America, commemorating the landing of French explorer Jean Ribault 
in 1562. Issued on April 2, 1924, the Ribault Monument stamp was part of the USPOD's 
efforts to honor noteworthy events in American history. The stamp was part of a series 
known as the Huguenot-Walloon Tercentenary Issue, celebrating the 300th anniversary 
of the arrival of French Huguenots and Walloons in America. 

The design of the stamp portrays the Ribault Monument, a structure erected in 
Jacksonville, Florida, to commemorate Jean Ribault's landing. This monument stands 
tall, symbolizing the early French presence in what would later become the United 
States. The stamp's illustration showcased the monument against a backdrop of lush 
greenery, capturing the essence of the historical site and evoking a sense of the era in 
which Ribault's expedition occurred.

The legacy of the 1924 Ribault Monument stamp endures through its representation 
of America's multicultural past and its role in celebrating the contributions of different 
ethnic groups to the nation's history. The stamp not only immortalized a significant 
historical event but also served as a reminder of the exploration and settlement that 
shaped the American landscape.

This year, the 1924 Ribault Monument stamp celebrates its 100th year. Today it 
cotinues to stand as a remarkable tribute to an important moment in American history. 
Its design, production, and significance reflect the meticulous craftsmanship and attention 
to detail that characterized that era of stamp production. This commemorative remains a 
cherished artifact, encapsulating the spirit of exploration and commemorating the diverse 
cultural tapestry that defines the United States. While Ribault's venture didn’t lead to a 
lasting settlement, it left an indelible mark on the map of North American exploration 
and on the landscape of philately.

by Martin Kent Miller
USSS  #17013  |  Greer, SC 

mmartin@philatelicpress.com
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Report of the Executive Secretary

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
FOR NOVEMBER 2023

17512 Michael Miller, Mason, OH 
17513 Lorrie Jagiello, Des Moines, IA
17514 Marcel Slieker, Den Bommel, 
 The Netherlands
17515 Steven Keig, Mead, WA
17516 Darryl Duke, Hawarden, IA
17517 Carolina Braghis, Veneto, Italy

8
APPLICATIONS PENDING

17507-17511
8

NEW MEMBERS
17502-17506  

8
REINSTATED

16946 Benjamin Whiteside
17306 Thomas Phillips

8
RESIGNED

15384 Stan Raugh
16465 Edmund Bednar
16556 Stevan Cady
16624 Pasquale Rinaldi
16721 Thomas Smyser
16803 Warren Rooney
16925 James Anniss
17140 Steven Roth
17174 Martin Moskowitz
17222 John Bowman
17410 Carol Costa
17450 Daniel McAdam

8
DECEASED

17415  Michael Chambers

8
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

October 31, 2023 1444

ADDITIONS:
New members 5
Reinstated 2
Total 7

SUBTRACTIONS: 
Resigned 12
Deceased 1
Total 13

NET CHANGE -6

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
November 30, 2023 1438

Time to Renew
Annual Dues Renewal Dues notices for 
your 2024 membership were mailed 
recently. Have you renewed your 
membership for 2024? If not, please 
complete your renewal soon. If you 
prefer to renew online using PayPal, go 
to usstamps.org.

www.USStamps.org
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Classified Advertising 
ABOUT CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

USSS MEMBERS are entitled to two free ads 
of up to 40 words each year. Other ads are 
10 cents a word, payable in advance. For six 
insertions, take a 5 percent discount; for 12 
insertions, take a 10 percent discount. Ads 
with [1126] at the end expire with this issue. 
Make checks payable to USSS. Send copy and 
check to The United States Specialist, 1361 W. 
Wade Hampton Blvd., Suite F - #102, Greer, 
SC 29650. Free member ads can be emailed 
to: editor@usstamps.org.

WANTED

BUYING IMPERF FARLEYS WITH GUM. 
All offers welcome!  Frank P Geiger Senior - APS 
Life since 1968 and ASDA since 1974. Phone: 
787-689-6879 – FrankPGeigerSr@gmail.com – 
PO Box 3442 – Pinehurst, NC 28374. [1138]
WANTED – POSTAL HISTORY RELATED  
to R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co in Winston-Salem, 
NC. Only seeking materials prior to 1964. Please 
email details, scans and asking price to martin@
philatelicpress.com. [1127]
WANTED – PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR 
C-13, C-14 and C-15 singles, both mint/used. 
Also interested in multiples, flight covers, Zeppelin-
related posters, advertisements, etc. Graf Zeppelin 
specialist. Rob Lehmann email: diecasttoys@
yahoo.com or call: 240-422-0118. [1150]
BUYING ANY AND ALL COVERS DATED 
Sept. 18, stampless to modern. Email nate.
kobland@gmail.com with info or pictures. [1127]
SEEKING INFORMATION AND COVERS 
with Barry machine cancels dated 1894 to 1909. 
Please email nate.kobland@gmail.com. [1127]
WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY POSTAL 
history and covers. DrStevenJBerlin2916@
gmail.com. [1128]
WANTED: C-10 AND C-10A COVERS 
with unusual exhibit quality ink smears, mised 
perfs, double transfers, pre-cancels, postmarks. 
Send photo with asking price to pawmaw14@
verizon.net. Phone (973) 610-2249 [1127]
WANTED: C-10 AND C-10A STAMPS 
with unusual exhibit quality inking, perforations, 
double transfers, pre-cancels, postmarks. Send 
photo with asking price via email pawmaw14@
verizon.net. Phone (973) 610-2249 [1127]
WANTED BY E XHIBITOR : COVER S 
franked with Scott 306 - 8¢ M. Washington. 
Send scan and price to RobertASchles@gmail.
com. [1128]

CANAL ZONE STAMPS, STATIONERY, 
covers, seals, post cards and related items 
wanted. Bruce Hecht, PO Box 474, New Hyde 
Park, New York 11040. bhecht@optonline.
net. [1127]
RYUKYU ISLANDS STAMPS, STATIONERY, 
covers, seals, mihons, revenues and related items 
wanted. Bruce Hecht, PO Box 474, New Hyde 
Park, New York 11040. bhecht@optonline.
net. [1127]
WANTED: 1914 CHAUTAUGUA LAKE 
post cards and covers. Flown mail. Send scans or 
photocopies of both sides to StephenReinhard42@
gmail.com or Stephen Reinhard, PO Box 110, 
Mineloa, NY 11501. [1127]
WANTED: MEXICO AIRMAIL MATERIAL 
pre-1939, especially pre-1928. Send scans or 
photocopies of both sides to StephenReinhard42@
gmail.com or Stephen Reinhard, PO Box 110, 
Mineloa, NY 11501. [1127]
WANTED: BASEBALL ADVERTISING 
and team cornercards prior to 1960. Send 
scan rgcoadi@comcast.net. Bob Coradi, 1009 
Stonecroft Dr, Hanover, PA 17331 [1127]
WANTED: STAMPLESS AND #1-2 AND #11 
covers with Hanover PA cancel.. Send scan 
rgcoadi@comcast.net. Bob Coradi, 1009 
Stonecroft Dr, Hanover, PA 17331 [1127]
BUYER RUSSIAN STAMPS 1857-1958. 
Stuart Levene, 1317 Highland Drive, Baltimore, 
MD 21239-1441. (410) 274-9789. Also mail US 
price list (inventory). [1128]
W A N T E D  T O  B U Y :  1 9 3 6  T E X A S 
Centennial Scott 776 FDCs. Please reply to: 
RonWest76@h otmail.com with description/
images. [1128]

2018 HEBERT’S
All New and Revised

Mint and Used Plate Number
Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

Expanded pricing, back-of-the-book,
tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types

Rick Burdsall / APNSS
P.O. Box 1023

Palatine, IL  60078-1023
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WANTED U.S. CL ASSICS MINT AND 
Used, NH or LH, VF or better, prefer Certs. Irv 
Miller, PO Box 1011, Niantic, CT 06357, 860-
908-6200, send pics to stamps@millerstamps.
com, please mention this ad. [1128]
KO R E A N  WA R  P O S TA L  H I S TO RY 
wanted. Also US postal counterfeits. 1934, 
1935, and 1939 Christmas Seals tied covers. 
John Hotchner, P.O. Box 1125, Falls Church, 
VA 22041-0125 or JMHstamp@verizon.net. 
[1128]

FOR SALE
SELLING USED AIR MAIL SET C-13, C-14, C-15 
in fine-very fine condition, well-centered. Sell for 
$750.00. Reed Roholt, PO Box 1006, Beaver, Utah 
84713. Call (435) 406-5466 to reserve. [1127]
PL ATE BLOCKS, BOOKLETS, SHEETS 
and coil, only MNH, at face value or above.
www.USatFACE.com, also postal cards and 
envelopes. ArmenStamp, PO Box 24222, 
Overland Park , KS 66223. Email:info@
ArmenStamps.com. [1128]
ELBE GOVERNOR ALBUMS. ELEVEN, 
or so. With slipcases, no pages. Some are in great 
shape, others not. $25, or best offer, plus cost 
of packing and shipping. Contact kobersteen@
gmail.com.  [1127]
NORWAY COLLECTION ON ALBUM  
pages. Mint and used. Over 700 stamps from 1856 
to 1984. Catalog value over $1100.00, sell for 
$275.00. Reed Roholt, PO Box 1006, Beaver, Utah 
84713. Call (435) 406-5466 to reserve. [1127]
FOR SALE: PLATE BLOCKS FOR SALE 
or trade. Have numerous 3¢ through 6¢ 
commemorative duplicates. Reasonable prices. 
Contact Mark Ittner at markittner@gmail.
com or text 310-612-2368. APS and USSS 
member. [1128]

FOR TR ADE
EXCHANGE NEW FRENCH COLONIES 
for old VF U.S. equal Scott value French Poly, 
St. Pierre, New Caledonia, French Antarctic. 
Dave Becker, 4449 SW Wood Pkwy, Portland, 
OR 97219. Radio97228@gmail.com. [1128]
TRADE PLATE BLOCKS? MY J88 26292 UR 
for your 26292 LL. Others for trade, especailly 
dull gums. TVanParys@aol.com. [1128]

PHIL ATELIC LITER ATURE
THE EXPERT’S BOOK, PAUL W. SCHMIDT, 
210 pgs. New copies (two available).$155.00 
postpaid. Call (573)474-7254 or email: 
jemarquardt@hotmail.com. [1128]

RESOURCES
SEE THE NEW ONLINE DATABA SE 
showing images of more than 9,000 different 
cancels on proprietary revenue stamps at www.
battleship-revenues.com. [1128]

RESE ARCH REQUEST
RESEARCHER SEEKING OWNERS OF 
any Fourth Bureau Issue India die proofs mounted 
on thin 3 x 3.5 inch cards. Not the somewhat larger 
proofs with five digit proving room numbers. 
Jerry Katz email: jerryakatz@aol.com  [1127]

SHOW & BOUR SE
SOUTHEASTERN STAMP EXPO - January 
26-28. One Stop Shopping US, CSA, Possessions, 
Specialized Collections, Singles, Rare Plate 
Nos., Coils, Booklets, Proofs, Specimens and 
Postal History. Hilton Atlanta Northeast, 5993 
Peachtree Industrail Blvd., Peachtree Corners, 
Georgia 30092. Roy DeLafosse & Lewis 
Kaufman - email: kerik1@aol.com. [1127]
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Precancel Stamp Society
Interested in Learning More about Precan-
cels? Request a copy of “Th e ABCs of Pre-
cancel Collecting” and also receive a sam-
ple copy of the PSS Forum, the Precancel 
Stamp Society’s monthly journal. Contact: 
Frank Bird III, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South, 
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL  33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.

The US Specialist - January 2024 - 1127.indb   48The US Specialist - January 2024 - 1127.indb   48 12/18/23   11:07 AM12/18/23   11:07 AM



United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers 
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in x 9-in.

Member Price: $39 U.S. postpaid     Non-Member Price: $43 U.S. postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/

or by mail to: Executive Secretary,
 P.O. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Post-
age Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories of the United States. Written 
from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the 
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while 
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the 
Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more. 

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices 
which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases, 
the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to 
help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.
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UNITED STATES STAMP SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 1602
HOCKESSIN, DE 19707-5602

01-2024

United States Stamp Society

2020 Durland Standard
Plate Number Catalog

Order Online at:   www.usstamps.org/store

2020 Edition of the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog 
448 pages available in Perfect Bound or Spiral Bound format.

Member Price: $26 U.S. plus shipping     Non-Member Price: $30 U.S. plus shipping
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/

or by mail to: Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602.

The 2020 edition the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog provides the most 
comprehensive research source for plate number information on United States 
postage and revenue stamps, including tax-paid revenue stamps, with listings for 
overprinted Possessions postage, Allied Military government stamps and other 
back-of-the-book stamps, dummy and test stamps, MDI "Blue Cover" booklets 
and partial plate numbers on booklet and coil stamps.
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