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PSAG Issues Cert for Recently
Discovered Unlisted Lake Shade

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS #14367 | sklowtherS@gmail.com

The philatelic authentication agency PSAG has issued a certificate for Scott 413 var
in alake shade. This s the latest unlisted lake shade found by the author and documented
by forensic chemist Harry G. Brittain. The stamp is a paste-up single on a cover formerly
owned by the late Al Parsons.
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Rare Use of
“Forwarded - Fee Not Claimed”

Marking on Liberty Series Cover

by Roland Austin
USSS #13032 | s RAustinl3@aol.com

Figure 1. Only known use of the “Forwarded — Fee Not Claimed” handstamp on a 1954 Liberty series
special delivery cover, October 31, 1957.

Figure 2. Reverse of the cover in Figure 1.
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The two-part study of forwarding special delivery mail by member Terence Hines
in the October and November 2020 issues of The US Specialist was very informative. It
will be an excellent resource for future collectors. Of particular interest were the sections
about forwarded special delivery mail when the fee was not collected and his explanation
for the scarcity of forwarded special delivery covers after around 1955, relating to the
subject cover of this article.

The scarce “Forwarded — Fee Not Claimed” handstamp is known used as early as
August 6, 1903, but should not have been needed after June 30, 1945 (when special de-
livery messengers became salaried and no longer paid a fee per delivery).

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate a rare use of this marking — the only known use ona 1954 Lib-
erty series special delivery cover (according to a 1954 Liberty Series Committee census).

Its use is also within the scarce post-1955 period for seldom-seen, forwarded special
delivery covers, making it the latest known use of this marking.

The cover is postmarked October 31, 1957, in Detroit, MI, with a manuscript “AIR
MAIL SPECIAL/DELIVERY” marking and a “VIA AIR MAIL / SPECIAL DELIVERY”
violet handstamp applied by the originating post office. It is a 2¢ oval die government
stationery envelope with a combination of Liberty series stamps (which all appear to be
dry printed varieties) of a single 1¢ sheet stamp (Scott 1031b), two 3¢ sheet stamps (Scott
1035c), and nine 3¢ coils (Scott 1057a), totaling 36¢, which covers the 6¢ airmail letter
rate plus the 30¢ special delivery fee.

The postmarks on the front and reverse track its travels to and across New York City:

October 31,11:00 a.m.  mailed in Detroit, Michigan

October 31,5:30 pm.  received at office of first address, New York City,
Grand Central Sta.

October 31,7:00 pm.  forwarded from Grand Central Sta.

November 1, 1:00am.  received at NYC, Murray Hill Sta.

November 1, 10:30 a.m. received at NYC GPO.

When this letter arrived at the Grand Central Station Post Office for delivery at the
first address, the postmaster knew the Dynamo Tulle Importing Company had moved
(most likely by advance authorization supplied by the addressee) and therefore did not
attempt special delivery. Instead, still having the “Forwarded — Fee Not Claimed” hand-
stamp in their supply, they applied it to preserve the special delivery status of the letter
when it was forwarded across the city to the office of final destination.

In conclusion, this marking should not exist on this cover — or any 1954 Liberty series
cover — as this use is well past 1945. Regardless, it is a remarkable use, a unique Liberty
series item. Most likely, the New York post office must have considered it an important
situation to employ it this late — possibly, due to so few forwarded special delivery covers
occurring during this later period.

References

Beecher, H. W,, and Wawrukiewicz, A. S. (2011). U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-2011. 3" edition.
Bellefonte, PA: American Philatelic Society.

Wawrukiewicz, A. S. (2001). The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Department, 1792-2001 Wheel-
ing, IL: James E. Lee.
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50th Anniversary U.S. Air Mail Service

by Rodney A. Juell
USSS #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

This month’s photo shows Hordur Karlsson, an Icelander on the International
Monetary Fund graphics staff, working on the sketch used for the vignette of the
“SOth Anniversary U.S. Air Mail Service” stamp (Scott C74) issued in 1968. The
Post Office Department authorized an official cachet to be used on first day covers
dispatched by air from Washington, Philadelphia and New York. The original
1918 air mail route linked these three cities. First day covers were backstamped
when they arrived at their destination on the original route. Shown nearby is a
first day cover with the official Post Office Department cachet, dispatched from
New York and backstamped on arrival in Washington.
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Vending and Affixing Machine
Perforations - A New Beginning

by Dan Ryterband
USSS #16974 | & djryterband@fwcook.com

The recent passing of Melvin Getlan marks the loss of a giant in numerous avenues
of philately, most notably for me in the specialized area of vending and affixing machine
perforations (VAMPs), where he spent a lifetime assembling a truly legendary collection.

I'was first introduced to these fascinating and unusual stamps in the mid-1990s when
I discovered some at a show in White Plains, New York. I purchased a few inexpensive
examples with the intent to study and learn. I subsequently met Steven Belasco, who
coincidentally lived just a few blocks from my home in Scarsdale, New York, and we
quickly became friends. Steve was broadly recognized as the world’s foremost expert
on VAMPs. He had assembled an award-winning collection and had published several
important articles in The United States Specialist on how to expertise VAMPs. Steve was
the then-chairman of the Vending and Affixing Machine Perforations Committee of the
United States Stamp Society. He served as a consultant to the expert committees at the
Philatelic Foundation, Professional Stamp Experts, and the American Philatelic Society.
Steve spent significant time working with me to share what he had learned and impart
that knowledge to a younger and eager collector. Following Steve’s unexpected passing
in 2012, Mel stepped in to assume the chairmanship of the Committee. Mel's passing in
2020 created a need for newleadership, and I have assumed the role of Committee chair.
I am using this article to invite interested collectors and dealers to engage.

Steve’s collection was distributed to the collecting community by the Robert A.
Siegel Auction firm in June 2010. This event was a watershed opportunity for collectors
because Steve’s collection was extensive and, as a result of the publication of his book
in 2009 by the USSS, information previously unavailable to most collectors was readily
accessible. For the first time, new collectors could purchase these scarce items with a
high degree of confidence. Mel’s passing and the distribution of his extensive collection
via the Siegel firm in three separate sales between April 2022 and February 2023 marks
a second watershed event. In fact, it represented a truly “once-in-a-lifetime” opportu-
nity for existing collectors and the newly interested to acquire, study, and advance the
knowledge base in this area. Mel’s holdings were so extensive that, as a collector, I often
thought that genuine material in sound condition was rare, despite the often low catalog
values. It seemed he owned virtually everything, and everyone with a deep interest in
VAMPs understood that Mel had cornered the market on numerous items. Now that
this material has been widely disbursed, it will freely trade in the market and enable
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numerous philatelists to assemble substantial collections. Pictured in Figures 1 and 2
are two of the many rarities from Mel’s holdings.

Figure 1 - Scott number 373, Attleboro Stamp Co. private perforations, strip of four
with paste-up at center, described by the Siegel firm as having original gum with hinge
remnants to reinforce the fragile perforations. This is the largest size multiple of this issue
and possibly the only example with a paste-up.

Figure 2 — Scott number 315, Schermack Type III block of 8, described by the Siegal firm
as having original gum with top left and bottom center stamps being never hinged and the
top right stamp with a small thin spot at bottom. This is the largest recorded multiple of
this scarce stamp and a “Magnificent Philatelic Rarity,” according to Siegel.

The rarities presented above were offered in the first and second Getlan sales, respec-
tively. Notably for the collecting community, each of the three sales included numerous
items that are significantly more affordable but no less interesting and, ultimately, the
third sale included “balance” lots representing large numbers of stamps and covers for
each of the companies that prepared VAMPs between 1908 and the late 1920s.

Scott Trepel, president of the Siegel firm, shared the following comments with me
regarding Mel’s holdings: “Distribution of the Getlan collection was a challenge because
Mel had so much quantity and duplication in a specialized area. We tackled it by having
three sales over an extended period, allowing material from each sale to be absorbed into
the collecting community before the next sale occurred. The first sale was heavier in major
items and the last sale was focused more on group lots. In the end, we sold everything
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and prices were strong, indicating substantial competition among collectors. I know of
at least three major new collections that came out of the Getlan dispersal, and I suspect
that many smaller collections have been seeded.”

There was a time when philatelists ignored this field and considered it unworthy of
great collections. According to Stamps columnist Katheryn Van Den Berg in September
1941, “Schermack perforated stamps were long so much junk, being rated as damaged
by collectors at large,” and she continued, “There is now... a small and growing market
for these since Scott’s Specialized lists them. Few wholesalers carry them as yet... Some
day they will be in big demand.”

To my knowledge, few specialized dealers maintain extensive inventories in this
area, making it much more important that interested collectors gather among ourselves
to share knowledge and enjoy these visually appealing and fascinating stamps. I would
like to thank fellow collector Kevin Lowther for encouraging this article, assisting in its
preparation, and joining me on the VAMP committee. Others who are interested can
contact me at djryterband@fwcook.com.

Request for Member Comments

A member recently wrote and said, "I am seriously considering parting with my
collection... Please give me directions on the best place I should contact for this...Thank
you in advance for any way you can provide assistance in education on this issue."

The letter was detailed and contained other topics, but this is a common ques-
tion among members, and others in the hobby at large. While many of us have our
approach to this inquiry, I am hopeful that you will share you ideas and experiences.
Please consider writing me with your approach and what you have heard from others.
I'will prepare the responses and present them in a future edition of The US Specialist.
Please sign your message and I will withhold your name, if desired. Please send your
comments to editor@usstamps.org.

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE

USSS Members can log

into the society's website
(www.usstamps.org) and
download the digital version of

THE TRANSPORTS
by G. H. Davis

This thorough study of the 1941-44 Transport
Airmail stamp issue is now available in the
RESOURCES section of the website. Explore the
publications section for this and other valuable
resources.
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2¢ Navy Stamp of the
Army-Navy Series

by Paul M. Holland
USSS #16849 | Santa Barbara, CA 93111
pholland.thorleaf@gmail.com

I am pleased to mail you this letter, to which is affixed the two-cent
stamp of the special series issued in honor of the Navy.

The central design of this stamp includes the portraits of Stephen
Decatur and Thomas MacDonough, who rendered exceptional service to
the early American Navy.

— From a signed January 15, 1937 letter sent with a favor fFirst
day cover of the 2¢ Navy Stamp to His Eminence, Dennis Cardinal
Dougherty, by Postmaster General James A. Farley.

The 2¢ Navy Stamp was issued to honor early heroes of the United States Navy.
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) design by A. R. Meissner features Stephen
Decatur and Thomas MacDonough, whose portraits were based on photographs of
engravings, themselves based on paintings. Closeups of these portraits engraved by
John Eisler at the BEP are shown in Figure 1 from a large die essay at the National Postal
Museum. These were incorporated into the engraved progressive large die essay shown
in Figure 2. On the final stamp die, Carl T. Arlt engraved the vignette and border, with
E. M. Weeks engraving the lettering.'
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Figure 1. Closeup portraits of Stephen Decatur and Thomas MacDonough engraved by John
Eisler at the BEP (Image courtesy Smithsonian Institution, National Postal Museum).

Figure 2. Progressive die essay of the 2¢ Navy Stamp (Image courtesy Smithsonian
Institution, National Postal Museum).

Below each of the portraits are names of ships from the War of 1812, mainly
the United States and Saratoga, that were commanded at the time by Decatur and
MacDonough, respectively. Interestingly, Decatur began his naval career as a midshipman
aboard the United Statesin 1798, serving under Commodore John Barry, whose portrait
is on the 1¢ Navy Stamp. The central vignette for the 2¢ stamp (not seen in the essay)
shows a contemporary warship under full sail. This is almost certainly a three-masted,
44-gun frigate such as the United States, one of six original frigates authorized for
construction by the Naval Act of 1794, which also included the Constitution (known
as “Old Ironsides”). The four printing plates used for the 2¢ Navy Stamp were plate
numbers 21612 through 21615."
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Figure 3. Favor FDC for the 2¢ Navy stamp sent to Cardinal Dougherty by PMG Farley.
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The 2¢ Navy Stamp was issued on January 15, 1937, and a favor first day cover on
official stationery sent to Dennis Cardinal Dougherty with signed letter from Postmas-
ter General James A. Farley is shown in Figure 3. Note the honorific “Your Eminence”
and “Faithfully Yours” preceding Farley’s signature in green ink. Dougherty had been
Archbishop of Philadelphia and was made a Cardinal in 1921. Interestingly, in 1948 both
the Republican and Democratic National Conventions were held in Philadelphia, and
Cardinal Dougherty gave the invocations.

Anunusual registered mail first day cover on official Postmaster General stationery is
shown in Figure 4. This is franked with a plate number block of four, plus a 25¢ transpacific
airmail stamp (Scott 20), and shows a January 15 dated handcancel instead of the usual
double-blind oval registration cancellations. Sent to Dr. R. E. Jacques in Kansas City,
Missouri, the registration backstamps that show that it was delivered on January 18, 1937.

Figure 4. Registered first day cover with plate block on official Postmaster General stationery.

AnFDC ofthe 2¢ Navy stamp on official White House stationery sent to Jules Rodier
is shown in Figure 5. Rodier was along-time telegraph operator at the White House who
had been there since the Spanish American War and the presidency of William McKinley.

One of the more interesting items in my collection is the FDC with Grimsland cachet
with a plate number block of four sent to FDR, shown in Figure 6. Note the plate block
number 0f 21615, which, together with the plate number 21612 block shown previously
in Figure 4, spans the range of plate numbers.

Of the two men depicted on the 2¢ Navy stamp, Stephen Decatur was especially
remarkable, being noted for his exceptional daring. For example, when Barbary pirates in
Tripoli captured the frigate Philadelphia, which had run aground, Decaturled a volunteer



MAY 2023 207

Figure S. FDC of 2¢ Navy stamp sent to Jules Rodier on White House stationery.

Figure 6. FDC with Grimsland cachet and plate number block of four sent to FDR.

force, including MacDonough, aboard a small ship disguised as a merchant vessel into
Tripoli harbor the night of February 16, 1804, during the First Barbary War. Armed with
cutlasses and pikes, they managed to capture the Philadelphia and set it ablaze before
escaping. Itis said that on hearing of this exploit, the famed British admiral Lord Horatio
Nelson pronounced this “the most daring act of its age.” For this action, Decatur was
promoted to captain at the age of twenty-five, the youngest man ever to hold this rank
in the United States Navy.

In August 1804, Decatur commanded furious attacks on Tripolian gunboats. On
learning that his younger brother James was mortally wounded by the Barbary pirate
captain of a gunboat that had pretended to surrender, Decatur found the boat and,
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boarding it with his crew, killed the vessel’s captain himself in fierce hand-to-hand
fighting, thereby avenging his brother’s death (see Figure 7). When naval attacks alone
failed to cause Tripoli (then part of the Ottoman Empire) to surrender American cap-
tives, a continuation of the naval blockade of the harbor and Tripoli, coupled with a
land campaign by a small force of US Marines plus 400-500 mercenaries invading from
Egypt resulted in the capture of the fortress of Derna in April 180S. This resulted in the
signing of a treaty whereby all American captives were returned, including the captain
and crew of the Philadelphia. It also eventually led to the inclusion of the lyrics “to the
shores of Tripoli” in The Marines’ Hymn.

Figure 7. Decatur Boarding the Tripolitan Gunboat G painting by Dennis Malone Carter).

By the War of 1812, Stephen Decatur had been promoted to commodore, then the
highest rank in the United States Navy. While commanding the United States in a sea battle
against the British frigate HMS Macedonian south of the Azores in October 1812, Decatur
captured it as a prize-of-war, and the HMS Macedonian became the first major British
warship to suffer the humiliation of being brought into an American harbor following
defeat at sea. Ironically in January 1815, Decatur himself was forced to surrender to the
HMS Endymion following a fierce sea battle while trying to break the British blockade
of New York. The wounded Decatur and his surviving crew of the frigate USS President
were taken prisoner and held captive in Bermuda until the end of the war.

However, it was Thomas MacDonough’s exploits aboard the Saratoga in Lake Cham-
plain at Plattsburgh, New York, that had a more important influence on the outcome of
the War of 1812. Here he faced a decidedly superior British naval force in September
1814. Nonetheless, through foresight and daring, he trapped the British by deploying
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his small fleet across the mouth of Plattsburg Bay and, after several hours of severe
fighting, forced them to surrender (see Figure 8). This saved New York and Vermont
from invasion by the nearby British army of some 14,000 battle-hardened veterans of the
Duke of Wellington’s Peninsular campaign against Napoleon, who, after the naval battle,
were forced to return to Canada. Had MacDonough’s naval victory not occurred, these
battle-hardened British regulars would have been pitted against relatively inexperienced
militiamen, and large parts of upper New York and Vermont might have been occupied
by British troops. According to the writings of Admiral Mahan, this victory “more nearly
than any other incident of the War of 1812 merits the word ‘decisive}” and Theodore
Roosevelt believed that “down to the time of the Civil War Macdonough is the greatest
figure in our naval history” In any event, MacDonough’s decisive naval victory in Lake
Champlain at Plattsburgh in late 1814 denied the British leverage to make territorial
demands against the United States during peace negotiations.

Figure 8. Macdonough'’s victory at Plattsburgh on Lake Champlain.

Following the War of 1812, both men remained in the Navy. Commodore Stephen
Decatur commanded a squadron of ships in the Second Barbary War, capturing the
flagship of the Algerian fleet and extracting concessions from the government in Algiers.
However, Decatur’s life and naval career abruptly came to an end in 1820 when he was
killed in a duel with Commodore James Barron, who was still embittered by comments
about his conduct in the Chesapeake-Leopard affair of 1807 and Decatur’s opposition
to Barron being reinstated in the navy. Thomas MacDonough’s victory at the battle of
Lake Champlain brought him both thanks and a gold medal from the US Congress,
along with promotion to captain. He died aboard ship in 1825 while passing Gibraltar
after commanding the USS Constitution in the Mediterranean Sea.

The 2¢ Navy stamp was also used on ordinary mail sent to FDR at the White House.
An example sent from the Military Order of the World War based in Washington, DC,
on April 4, 1937, is shown in Figure 9. This allowed first class franking at a solo rate of
2¢ for local delivery. The Military Order of the World War itself was an organization
created at the suggestion of General of the Armies John J. Pershingin 1919 as a fraternity
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for American military officers following World War L. Interestingly, the White House
visitor’s log shows that FDR was visited by the national leader of the Military Order of
the World War on September 17, 1936, suggesting that FDR, as the former Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, may have been a member.

Figure 9. April 4, 1937, cover
sent to FDR from the Military
Order of the World War.

Besides being well-known as a
stamp collector, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt avidly collected naval
prints, amassing more than 5,000
maritime prints, paintings and en-
gravings. FDR is shown with some
of these displayed behind him at
his White House desk in Figure 10.
I'm fortunate in having a December
15, 1933 letter on official White
House stationery signed by FDR’s
private secretary “Missy” LeHand
that apparently encloses payment
of $6.50 for a naval print. This is
shown in Figure 11.

The fact that FDR collected
naval prints, paintings and
engravings, as well as being
immersed in the history of the

Figure 10. FDR collected naval prints,
paintings and engravings.



MAY 2023 211

United States Navy, made him somewhat of an expert on this subject. Postmaster
General Farley recalls in his book Behind the Ballots that FDR was personally involved
in the design of the Army-Navy series of stamps, carefully questioning whether the guns,

cannons, and sabers “were typical of the period which they were supposed to represent.”

FDR seemed to
be especially fond of
artwork that showed
sailing ships, such as
the USS Constitution,
nicknamed “Old Iron-
sides.” Curiously, this
nickname arose follow-
ing a ferocious exchange
of cannon fire during the
War of 1812 between the
Constitution and British
frigate HMS Guerriere,
where it is said that the
cannon balls of the Guer-
riere simply bounced off
the thick live oak plank-
ing used on the sides of
the Constitution, leading
one of the British sailors
to call out “Her sides
are made of IRON!”
When it was rumored
that the Constitution was
to be scrapped in 1830,
a poem titled “Old Iron-
sides” by Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes appeared,
creating a public outcry.
Ultimately, the USS Con-
stitution was preserved
and has remained a fully
commissioned United
States Navy ship since
1797, the oldest such
vessel in the world.

Figure 11. December 15, 1933, letter on White House stationery with
EDR's payment for a print.
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“Attleboro’ Cover
Comes Home to Roost

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS #14367 | mklowtherS@gmail.com

Most United States collectors know about
the unique Attleboro private perforations,
but how many know that the creator of these
curiosities was F. Percy Collingwood? This
cover was mailed to Collingwood on October
12, 1909 not long after he began publishing
The Attleboro Philatelist. Judging by the imperf
two-cent Hudson-Fulton commemorative
(Scott 373) used by the sender, the New York
farmer was replying to Collingwood’s stamp
advertisements and not flogging chickens. Af-
ter more than a century, this cover has finally
found a philatelic roost.

THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST
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On Cover - Scott 849
The Underappreciated, Undervalued
Prexie Coil

by William “Bill” DiPaolo
USSS #13766 | =Billdipl @gmail.com

In the world of Prexies, the 1V2¢ value is an unremarkable stamp
in almost every respect. With its humdrum bister brown color, the
non-Presidential design (Martha Washington), and its purpose to
pay the common printed matter rate, the stamp is often quickly
passed by postal history collectors. This Prexie value was offered in
three formats, each with its own Scott number — perforated sheet,
horizontal coil and vertical coil. The focus here is on just one — Scott
849, the 1V4¢ vertical coil (Figure 1).

Of the nine values printed in the coil format only four were
printed vertically, 1¢, 1Y2¢, 2¢, 3¢. During the Prexie era, coil
stamps were primarily the province of commercial enterprises

using them with affixing machines. They were available only in
Figure 1. Line pairof  large roll sizes designed for business or to be used in post office
the 1%:¢ vertical coil. o ding machines. Widespread utilization of coil stamps by the
general public was not apparent until the time of the Liberty Series in 1954. It was also
the period of the swift rise of meter usage, substantially reducing the need for any coil
stamps. Though affixing machines were rapidly disappearing, most remaining machines
required only the horizontal format. There was very little need for vertical coils at any
point during the Prexie era. Examining production numbers puts this in perspective.

During the twenty-year Prexie period beginning in 1938, 225 billion stamps in all
formats were printed just for the denominations 1¢ - 10¢, which were the coil values. Of
those stamps, only 18% were horizontal coil stamps, and only 0.05% were vertical coils."
To extrapolate these numbers in a broad sense, this means that when searching for just
the 1¢ through 10¢ values on cover, a vertical coil of any value would appear only once
every 2,000 covers. And of the vertical coils, the 1Y2¢ value had the smallest production.
Table 1 below looks at the quantities of the least produced stamps of the entire Prexie
series. These quantities are minuscule when compared to the over 100,000,000,000
printed for the 3¢ value in only the sheet format.
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Table 1. Stamps with the smallest quantities produced for
the 1938 Presidential Series

STAMP QUANTITY
1'4¢ Vertical Coil 8,700,000
$5 9,300,000
$2 13,600,000
4Y5¢ Horizontal Coil 16,200,000
2¢ Vertical Coil 22,000,000

There are some surprises in this little table that should give pause to some Prexie
cover collectors. The much sought-after 10¢ horizontal coil is not even in the top S. Itis
number 6 at 22.5 million. This is not a large quantity; nonetheless, more than five others
of the series. We know that since there was no single rate for it, the 4/42¢ value would not
be freely found on cover. That value has developed a reputation as an oddball, creating
collector demand. And collectors are always on the hunt for the $2 and $5 values. Usually
ignored and usually well underpriced based on their scarcity are all the vertical coils. The
rates they paid may be common, but the stamps on cover are not.

Figure 2. Scarce solo use of the 1Y5¢ Vertical Coil paying the single piece third class rate.

That brings us to the stamp with the smallest production run of all Prexies, regard-
less of format — Scott 849, the 12¢ vertical coil. It weighs in at a paltry 8,700,000 issued
stamps, only a little more than one-third of the production of the 10¢ coil value. Even so,
it seems that collectors, flipping through dealer cover boxes, flip right by these little bister
brown beauties in search of what they believe to be more exciting specimens, especially
solo usages. Designed to pay an uninteresting third class (Figure 2) or international
printed matter rate and with a lack of real collector interest, this stamp is available on
cover at a bargain price considering its scarcity. Though it is one of the more difficult
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stamps to discover properly used on cover, it can be found because it is not hoarded by
collectors, as are the more exciting Prexie values. In my specialty coil collection of the
Prexies, there are almost twice as many examples of the 10¢ coil as those of the 1/52¢
vertical coil.

Table 2 seeks to put a little perspective on value. The stamps listed in Table 2, like
Table 1, are listed according to the volume of issued stamps, lowest to highest. Catalog
values are Scott’s.

Table 2. Catalog value is for the most common on cover solo use.
Scott does not list a solo value for the $5 stamp.

STAMP ON COVER SOLO USE
1Y4¢ Vertical Coil $20.00 $ 60.00
$5 $ 500.00
$2 $300.00 $2,000.00
4Y5¢ Horizontal Coil $25.00 $200.00
2¢ Vertical Coil $5.00 $50.00
10¢ Horizontal Coil $100.00 $1,200.00

One has only to review these catalog values to see the law of supply and demand
at work. The two listed vertical coils (1%2¢ and 2¢) are usually found selling below the
listed catalog values. The 2¢ vertical faces pretty much the same fate as the 1%2¢ value
- no respect. It is often that the other listed stamps sell above catalog. While supply is
almost equal for each stamp, demand is setting the price.

Figure 3. There are a number of extant covers to the National Discount Corporation. All are from
different cities with the stamps applied in the same position. The company financed cars and airplanes
and was asking for information from agencies in various states. Courtesy postage was affixed in
advance.
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Figure 4. This official envelope is required to pay 6¢ for requested air mail service, which it does with 4
1Y2¢ stamps.

Figure S. This is most likely a unique usage of the 1V2¢ vertical coil. The service fee for address
correction was 3¢ and normally paid by postage due stamps on form 3578. In this example the form
was enclosed in a penalty envelope and the fee paid by the two coil stamps.

When examining usages, a solo use of the 12¢ vertical for a common third-class
rate is remarkably elusive. Most usages were on junk mail and probably discarded. The
stamp is likely easier (though not often) found in multiples paying a first-class rate

(Figure 3) or 6¢ airmail (Figure 4) of the period. Usages beyond those common rates
are real finds (Figure 5).

The good news for Prexie collectors is that while this is a very scarce stamp on
cover, its scarcity is not widely recognized. So, there are good examples sitting in dealer
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inventories at very inexpensive prices. The 12¢ vertical coil on cover — undervalued and
underappreciated. Get ‘em while you can.

Endnotes

1. DiPaolo, Bill. “Production Characteristics of the Prexie Coils.” The Prexie Era, Postal History and
Stamp Production, 1938 — 1962. P. 52.

References

Rustad, Roland E. The Prexies. Bureau Issues Association. Belview, IL. 1994.

Fiset, Louis, Editor. The Prexie Era, Postal History
and Stamp Production, 1938 — 1962. American Phila-
telic Association. Bellefonte, PA. 2017.

DiPaolo, Bill. “Searching for the 10¢ Coil of the
1938 Presidential Series”. The United States Specialist.
November 2020. Pp. 502 - 508.

2018 HEBERT’S

All New and Revised
Mint and Used Plate Number
Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

Expanded pricing, back-of-the-book,

The US Specialist is also available to
members for online viewing. Simply
log into www.usstamps.org and select
"This Month's Specialist” from the
"Digital Specialist” menu.

tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types

Rick Burdsall /APNSS
P.O. Box 1023
Palatine, IL 60078-1023

Quality
United States Stamps
(1847-1945)
Singles (mint and used)
Plate Blocks

Booklet Panes plus Complete Booklets
Price lists-$2.00 each category
Price lists free on web:
www.mountainsidestampsandcoins.com

We also buy quality US
and foreign stamps
Mountainside Stamps, Coins
and Currency
P.O.Box 1116
Mountainside, NJ 07092
Tel: 908-232-0539 or 908-419-9751
E-mail: tjacks@verizon.net

Tom Jacks, owner
Member APS, ASDA, USSS



218 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

Authenticating Scott 530c—
Triple Impression on the
Three Cent Offset

by Andrew S. Kelley
USSS #16734 | =& stamps@andrewkelley.net

Scott 530c—a triple impression—is one of the most intriguing and mysterious va-
rieties of the offset lithographed Washington-Franklin heads. Although specialists noted
the variety in the 1920s and 1930s, it received little attention until 2007, when it was
listed in the Scott Specialized Catalog. The expertizing services have certified only three
examples, though all three are actually double impressions, as I will demonstrate below.
This article aims to demystify these stamps by illustrating genuine triple impressions and
explaining how to detect double impressions that look like triples.

Background

530c has received remarkably little attention in the literature. Philip H. Ward Jr.,,
writing in 1920, provides the only detailed description that I have been able to locate:

M. John E. Lord has shown me quite an oddity, namely the 3c offset
print, perforated 11, unwatermarked, showing several impressions. It seems
the rubber roller was somewhat dirty from previous use, and several very light
layers of ink were left upon it, resulting in the stamp just described. At first
glance, the variety appears as if it were printed upon a violet-coated paper,
but close examination reveals the other impressions.'

Ward reported on another triple impression in an earlier article. Since he did not
see the specimen in question, however, he cautioned that many supposed triple impres-
sions are an “optical delusion.”” Donald Lybarger, the dean of the offset issues, mentions
the variety in his offset treatise but does not illustrate or describe it.* Ward is likely the
source for Lybarger’s listing; Lybarger cites the 1920 Ward article in his bibliography.
Max Johl, for his part, does not mention a triple impression in his treatise.* Nor does
Louis G. Barrett, who wrote an early pamphlet on the three-cent offset.* David Bennett
(née David Berest), who devoted considerable attention to the offsets, mentions the
existence of the triple impressions only in passing.®
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To my knowledge, only three triple impressions have been certified: one by the
Philatelic Foundation (“PF”) in 1988 (certificate 191619), one by the American Phil-
atelic Society’s Expertizing Service (“APEX”) in 2014 (certificate 206611), and one by
Professional Stamp Experts, Inc. (“PSE”) in 2009 (certificate 1208326).” As explained
below, all three certified stamps are double impressions, not triple impressions. Notably,
after issuing the 1988 certificate, the PF examined at least ten similar items submitted
as triple impressions that it (correctly) certified as double impressions.® I am aware of
only one “triple impression” offered at auction in the last few decades, at a Schuyler
Rumsey auction in December 2014.° See Figure 7. After the auction, the PF (correctly)
determined that the stamp is a double impression, not a triple impression."

The Scott Specialized Catalog did not list the variety until the 2007 edition. Presum-
ably, it did so based on the 1988 PF certificate, though records to conclusively establish
that are not presently available.

Three Cent Double Impressions: Two Types

It is helpful to understand the two types of double impressions on the three-cent
offsets to assess the triple impressions. There are true double impressions, which went
through the press twice, and pseudo doubles, which only went through the press once
but have two different stamp images, with the doubling created by difficulties with the
offset press."!

Figure 1: True double impressions.

On true double impressions, the doubled image is offset above the primary im-
pression and often offset a bit to the left or the right. Bureau workers created these
intentionally. The pressman ran the sheets through again to avoid wasting paper when
the initial impression was too faint to be used.'” See Figure 1 for some examples. True
double impressions can be found with two different plate numbers in the margins,
demonstrating that these stamps went through the press twice." See Figure 2.

On pseudo doubles, the doubled impression appears to the left or right of the primary
impression, with the two images in perfect vertical alignment. The multiple impressions
were caused by “presswork difficulties,” to use George Brett’s term."* No definitive cause
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Figure 2: True double impression on Scott 530, with two different plate numbers (Courtesy of
the late Gerald Nylander).

Figure 3: Pseudo Double Impressions. Note that only the right stamp is doubled on the strip of three.
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for these varieties has been accepted. They may have been caused by improper cleaning of
the rubber offset roller, stretched offset rollers, imperfect tracking between offset blanket
and plate, stoppage of the press for adjustments, backlash, vibration, slippage, etc.'s Pos-
sibly all these factors played a role. Whatever the cause, the result is that stamps picked
up a faint impression with “leftover” ink from the prior press revolution, plus a stronger
image from the current revolution. Sometimes, the presswork difficulties affected only
a portion of a sheet, as with the strip of three in Figure 5. The stamps went through the
press from left to right, which explains why the impressions are offset to the left or right.

As we will see, the true triple impressions are a combination of the two types: they
appear to have gone through the press twice while also exhibiting some “pseudo” style

doubling.

Figure 4: Stamp that the PF
certified as a triple impression
(image from the PF website).

Figure S: Stamp that PSE
certified as a triple impression
(image from PSE website).

Figure 6: Stamp that the
APEX certified as a triple
impression (image from APEX
website).

The Certified Stamps Are Not Triple Impressions

Figure 4 depicts the stamp that the PF certified as a triple impression (certificate

Figure 7: A strong double impression that looks like

a triple impression (and was offered at auction as

such).

191619), Figure S illustrates the stamp
that PSE certified as a triple impression
(certificate 1208326), and Figure 6 shows
the stamp that the APEX certified as a
triple (certificate 206611). Because of
the low resolution of the images from the
certificates, I have included a high-reso-
lution scan of a similar stamp from my
collection, as Figure 7.'¢

These stamps look like triple im-
pressions: the left three look tripled, and
there appear to be three frame lines on the
right. However, the tripling is the sort of
“optical delusion” Ward warned about;
these stamps can be duplicated with only
two impressions.

I created a mockup in Adobe Photo-
shop to demonstrate that these are double
impressions, overlaying two scans of a
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normal stamp. To further simulate the purported triples, I reduced the opacity of one
of the images so that it is fainter than the other. The result is in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Digital mockup created by Figure 9: Colorized version of Figure 8
overlaying two stamp images to simulate showing the two “impressions.”

a double impression. Note the strong

resemblance to the certified “triple”

impressions.

This mockup has the same features as the certified triple impressions in Figures 3,
4 and 5. The threes look the same. The frame lines look the same. But the mockup was
created with two “impressions,” not three. Figure 9 is the same mockup as Figure 8, but
the two “impressions” are reproduced in different colors to make them more distinct. It
is interesting to see which impression contributes to which part of the finished mockup.

True Triple Impressions

Although the three certified triple impressions are really double impressions, that is
not the end of the story. Figure 10 and Figure 11 illustrate two actual triple impressions.

The stamp in Figure 10 is a true triple impression. It is not possible to recreate it
with just two impressions. Instead, the stamp shows three distinct impressions created
during (at least) two runs through the press. One press run created the faint impression
(1), visible as a faint frame line at the top of the stamp and in the frame line that runs
through the “3 Cents 3” at the bottom. This impression is a true double: it is offset
vertically and horizontally from the main impression. A second run through the press
created two additional impressions: a faint impression most visible to the right of the
primary impression (2) and the primary impression (3). The faint impression marked
(2) is probably a pseudo-double.

Ibelieve that Figure 11 is another example of a triple impression, though it is some-
what less clear than Figure 10. The impressions are as follows: (1) A faint impression
directly above the main impression, with many horizontal shading lines. (2) A second
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Figure 10: True triple impression with (1) faint impression above the main impression,
(2) faint impression to the right of the main impression, and (3) strong main impression.

Figure 11: Used Triple Impression with (1) faint impression above, (2) smeary, faint
impression to the right, and (3) main impression.
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faint impression is visible to the right of the main impression. This shows both anoth-
er frame line and some horizontal shading lines. And (3) the main impression. This
stamp bears a striking resemblance to the one described by Philip Ward Jr. in 1920: "at
first glance, it appears to be printed on violet-colored paper, but on close examination,
several impressions are apparent.”' It is impossible to duplicate this stamp using only
two “impressions.”

Note that Figure 11 is not an example of the tinted-paper variety, where, perhaps
due to a worn plate or a dirty offset roller, the entire surface of the stamp takes on a
uniform, light-colored tint."® The faint impressions in Figure 11 show shading lines and

other details, while tinted paper stamps have a uniform tint without such detail.

I welcome reports of other triple impressions.
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Endnotes

1. Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New Issues and Variet-
ies, United States,” December 11, 1920.

2. Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New Issues and Variet-
ies, United States,” January 25, 1919 (“Mr. Milton P.
Lyons, Jr., informs us that he haslocated the current
3cstamp, surface print, type IV, with a distinct triple
impression. Unfortunately, the writer did not have
the opportunity of viewing the stamp, but as Mr.
Lyons is well-posted on such matters, we do not feel
that this was an optical delusion as is quite often the
case with many varieties sent us for inspection.”).

3. Lybarger, The United States Issues of 1918-20, 44.

4. Johl, United States Postage Stamps 1902-1935,
199-202. I cite the 1976 reprint because it uses
updated Scott numbers and is likely more accessible
to collectors.

S. Barrett, United States Three Cents Violet: War and
Victory. Barrett’s pamphlet was serialized in Mekeel’s.
“The U.S. 3¢ Violet War and Peace.,” May 1, 1920;
“The U.S. 3¢ Violet War and Peace.,” May 15, 1920;
“The U.S. 3¢ Violet War and Peace.,” May 29, 1920.

6. Berest, “Why I Collect the Offset Issue,” 244
(“Double prints, and in some cases, triple prints, are
known.”); Berest, “Offset Issues,” 162 (“Also, there
were retouches, double-prints, triple-prints, printed-
on-both-sides, and “what-have-you.”).

7. See “PF Search: Search the PF Database for
the PF certificate.” For the PSE certificate, see “Pro-
fessional Stamp Experts.” It is impossible to link

directly to the APEX certificate, but it can be found
at https://stamps.org/ certificate-archive.

8. “PF Search: Search the PF Database.”

9. “Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc., Sale
58-Lot 1501.” This stamp is in my collection, though
I did not purchase it from Rumsey.

10. See Certificate 525207. “PF Search: Search
the PF Database.”

11. Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New Issues and Va-
rieties, United States,” April 19, 1919 (early report
discussing the two types of double impressions);
Centonze, “True Double Impression on 3¢ Washing-
ton Head Printed by Offset Lithography” (modern
discussion of true and pseudo double impressions).

12. Charles J. Phillips published a first-hand
account of an interview with a Bureau pressman
who ran three-cent sheets through the press twice.
“U.S. 1918—3c Purple, Double Printed.” For con-
firmatory accounts, see Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New
Issues and Varieties, United States,” March 1, 1919
(reporting on three cent sheet printed from plates
9374 and 9396); Leavy and Owen, “The Plates
and Printings of the 3 Cent Offset Printing,” 199
(same, and explaining that the variety was created
intentionally).

13. Centonze, “True Double Impression on 3¢
Washington Head Printed by Offset Lithography.”

14. Brett, “Doubled Offset Revenue.”

15.1bid.; Phillips, “U.S. 1918 —3c Purple, Double
Printed” reports that at least one Bureau printing
supervisor attributed the doubles to “slippage.” So
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did printing expert George Brett. “Double Prints/
Impressions.”

16. This is the same stamp that was in the 2014
Schuyler Rumsey auction. As noted, the Philatelic
Foundation apparently certified this stamp as a
double impression after the auction. See Certificate
525207. “PF Search: Search the PF Database.”

17. Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New Issues and Vari-
eties, United States,” December 11, 1920.

18. Ward, Jr., “Chronicle of New Issues and Vari-
eties, United States,” February 22, 1919 (reporting
on the tinted paper variety and speculating about its
origin); Lybarger, The United States Issues of 1918-20,
42 (“As the offset plates became worn from use, the
ink at times had a tendency to spread out over the
entire surface of the plate. This meant that the white
portions of the stamp and the gutters and margins
became tinted and took on a light purple hue.”).
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Figure 1. The $10-$100 values of the 1895 Newspaper & Periodical series

Worked Over...
The Vignettes of the 1895 Newspaper
and Periodical High Values

by Chris Jenkins
USSS #16951 | = alton4S@comcast.net

A remarkable volume of work was performed by the Engraving Division of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing in the year 1894. The Bureau had just taken over
responsibility for producing postage stamps. Stamp projects included re-engraving the
small banknote issues to improve color depth, incorporating triangles in the designs,
adding $1, $2 and $5 small banknote values, creating a new set of postage due stamps,
and producing a series of Newspaper and Periodical stamps in new denominations. The
Bureau went above and beyond the requirements of the Post Office Department. The
report of the Postmaster General for the year ended June 30, 1894, states that it was the
Bureau and not the Post Office department who suggested redesigning the Postage Due
stamps. The same page of that report also said, “A new series of Newspaper Stamps has
been decided on, differing materially in size from the old issues, but maintaining their
general characteristics...” While the 25-cent and higher values of the new series did retain
the general appearance of the vignettes in the 1875 series, the Bureau made many subtle
improvements in those vignettes.

Inanarticle published in the April 2022 issue of The United States Specialist, I outlined
the process of creating the vignettes for the 2- through 10-cent values of the new News-
paper & Periodical stamps. There was also the need to create frame designs, numerals,
and lettering for the new 25-cent through $100 denominations. Figure 1 shows the $10
through $100 values, Scott PR 122-125 on watermarked paper. These were originally
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issued on unwatermarked paper and are designated as Scott numbers PR110-113. This
work was all to be done on stamps that were not expected to leave the Newspaper stamp
ledger books at the nation’s post offices.

The Newspaper stamp project benefited from the extraordinary talents of designer
Thomas F. Morris, Sr, and vignette engraver G.E.C Smillie. Also critical to the success

Figure 2. Large die proof of the 1875 $9
stamp with pencil notation.

Figure 3. Large die proof of the 1875 $12 value with pencil

notation.

of the project were the highly skilled engravers
Lyman Ellis, James Kennedy, and ].S. King. The
latter three handled the frame and numeral work
for the new stamps. Morris served as both head of
BEP’s Engraving Division and as a designer, and
he was instrumental in creating the new frame
designs. Although the vignettes of the stamps
appear nearly identical to those of the 1875
series, evidence suggests that G.F.C. Smillie did
substantial work on the vignettes.

Use of the Continental Banknote Designs

Creating the new Newspaper stamps was
apparently subject to at least one false start. The
starting points for the new 25 cents though $100
values were the vignettes of the old Continental
Banknote Company designs created for the 1875

series of the Newspaper stamps.
Figures 2 and 3 show large die
proofs of the 1875 Continental
issue. The pencil notations on the
die proofs indicate that the initial
plan was quite different than that
finally adopted. The old $9 value
is noted with “use for $10,” and
the old $12 value is noted “use for
$20.” Had those pencil notations
been reflected in the final designs,
the $10 and $20 values would
have had a far different appear-
ance. Of course, the vignette of
the $9 value was not used at all,
and the old $12 design became
the basis of the new $10 stamp.

Thomas F. Morris II, son of
Thomas F. Morris, authored an
excellent article that appeared in
the January and April 1957 issues
of the Essay Proof Journal, describ-
ing the steps taken to engrave the
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new Newspaper stamps. I
recommend that article to
those desiring more detail. In
summary, impressions from
the old Continental dies were
taken up on new transfer rolls
and then laid down on new
dies as the starting point for
the new values. Extensive
work was required for the 25-
and 50-cent values, including
new frame designs, lettering,
numerals, and re-engraving of
the vignettes. The amount of
work required on each of the
other values varied.

Figure 4 shows one of
the steps in that process. It
is an essay for the $20 value,
with part of the old $24 value
cut away, as well as portions
of the upper left and right
sides. It is identified as Scott
PR111-E1. Thomas Morris  Figure 4. An essay for the $20 value of the 1895 Newspaper &
IT wrote that the essay was  Periodical series.
made by cutting away part of the image on the transfer roll and that the image was laid
down on the new die with the cut-away parts already removed.

Extensive Work on New Vignettes

While it would be logical to assume that new denominations and frames were all
that was needed, Morris Sr. and his team did not stop there. In an article in the May 1971
issue of the United States Specialist, J. Frank Braceland provided a partially complete table
showing the engravers who had worked on most of the new stamps. One of the gapsin the
table was the identity of the vignette engraver of the $S issue. Figure 5, a large die proof
with the pencil notation “worked over GFC Smillie,” seems to address that gap. Because
the vignette began with the die from the 1875 issue, I believe the phrase “worked over”
was used to make it clear that the vignette was not entirely Smillie’s original engraving.
J.S. King handled some or all of the frame and other engraving work on the stamp and
signed his name.

Figure 6 shows a large die proof of the $10 value, with notations identical to those
ofthe $5 large die proof. Two interesting changes not specifically mentioned by Thomas
Morris II exist in the $10 value. The highlights on the head of the goddess Vesta are in
the shape of “U S” on the new $10 vignette. In the old Continental $12 vignette, the U
and the S are separated by a large white highlight. Differences also exist in the upper edge
of the vignette background. The Continental version ended the vignette background
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Figure S. A large die proof with the notation “worked over GFC Smillie.”

shading lines in free space, creating a ragged appearance when enlarged. The Bureau’s
new version bounded these lines with a fine curved line. These differences are shown
by arrows in the enlarged views of Figures 7 and 8.

The $100 Essay

Thomas Morris II wrote that the $100 value was almost entirely re-engraved, with
very little of the old Continental vignette remaining in the new die. I made an appoint-
ment to view the 1875 Newspaper trial color die proofs in the Eagle Collection at the
National Postal Museum. Those items from the Eagle collection are not on public display
but can be viewed if advance arrangements are made.

In the Eagle collection is also the 1895 series essay shown in Figure 9. The essay
shows the vignette to be incomplete in the upper left- and right-hand corners, leaving
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Figure 6. A large die proof with the same notation seen in Figure S (Image courtesy
Smithsonian Institution, National Postal Museum).

white spaces. The essay is in purple, identical or very similar to the selected color for
the stamp. The Scott Catalog lists a PR113 E-1 but in black with similar incomplete
vignette corners.

Conclusion

The most intriguing aspect is that changes in the vignettes were made at all. The
Continental vignettes had achieved critical acclaim, and the Bureau already had a sub-
stantial workload associated with other projects. Surely, the reuse of the Continental
vignettes would have sufficed. Yet Morris and Smillie took the process a step further,
demonstrating their tremendous capacity for work and what may have been a desire to
distinguish their work from that done earlier by the banknote companies.
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Figure 7. Enlarged die proof of the Continental Figure 8. Enlarged die proof of the redesigned
$12 design. $10 value with arrows showing changes from

the Continental $12 design.

My sincere thanks to Susan Smith, Ph.D., who is the William M. Blount Research
Chair at the Smithsonian Institution, National Postal Museum, and Manda Kowalczyk,
Preservation Technician of the Smithsonian Institution, National Postal Museum, for
their expert assistance with the Newspaper stamp materials in the Eagle and Ackerman
collections, and for furnishing the digital image in Figure 9 of this article.
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SUBMISSIONS NEEDED FOR
THE U.S. SPECIALIST

The United States Specialist is dependent on member-submitted content in order to
maintain high-quality and diverse philatelic articles. However, in spite of the increased
time many collectors have been able to dedicate to the hobby, the availability of material
for publication is currently constrained.

Consequently, I am appealing to you to submit story ideas, working manuscripts and,
especially, completed articles to be considered for publication. The goal is to maintain
a balance between longer, multiple part articles and short vignettes — both of which
need compelling narrative and a strong philatelic thread centered around US material.
All materials submitted are subject to peer review and comment prior to acceptance for
publication. Once a manuscript is accepted, the article is edited and them composed for
production. Authors then receive a link for the online proof of their work.

I am grateful for the materials that have been submitted and the work that many of
you are continuing. If you have contributed materials, thank you! If you have submitted
material and haven’t heard back from me, please email again. If you haven’t submitted
anything for review, please consider preparing a manuscript soon. In the world of
non-profits, it is often said that many people are willing to contribute if they are asked
to get involved. So, with this, I am officially asking for your help.

Considerations

When preparing materials for print, there are several considerations that need your
attention. The following guidelines have been assembled in order to aid in the preparation
of articles. Please feel free to email article ideas and production questions to editor@
usstamps.org.

Writing
« Please write your article in a conversational style and in first person. While USSS
members are well-versed in the field, not everyone is a specialist in the material you are

presenting. Provide sufficient background information so that readers can follow your
discussion.

« Remember that generic websites such as Wikipedia are not reliable sources of
factual information. When researching on line, please use primary sources whenever
possible. It probably goes without saying, but Facebook, Twitter and other social media
networks are not reliable references unless you are researching an image that you can
independently verify.

« DO NOT format the text when sending electronic manuscripts. Use one font in
regular, bold, and italic. No centering or columns. Please do not create multiple, individual
text blocks within the document.

« Scott catalog numbers should be written as “Scott 123
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« Always spell out an acronym when it first appears in your text. Add the abbreviation
in parentheses (even if you think everyone should know that BEP stands for Bureau of
Engraving and Printing).

« You may send your article as an e-mail attachment. The preferred file format is
Microsoft Word (.doc and .docx files). If you do not have access to Microsoft Word,
please contact me to discuss the software you intend to use. If the materials required
for your complete submission are too large for email, please consider using a resource
like WeTransfer.com or Transferxl.com which enable the transfer of large digital files.

« Please DO NOT insert scans or illustrations into your electronic text file. Each
image should be submitted electronically as a separate file. Images should be named with
their corresponding figure number.

« Except in very rare situations, all images in an article will have captions. Please
insert the image caption into your text at the position where the image would most log-
ically be placed. Due to spacing, pagination and other considerations, images may not
always appear at your preferred location, but I will make every effort to design layouts
with a logical flow.

« You are welcome to use images from sources other than your own collection.
When doing so, please secure the permission of the person who owns the piece being
depicted. Appropriate photo credits should be included in the image caption. Please do
not include credits for your own materials.

4 X

Figure 1. The ideal image (left) is at least 300 DPI at print size, scanned against a contrasting color
background with Y inch or more space around the subject. Items being scanned do not need to be
straight. The image on the right represents a scan that is more difficult to prepare for print and that may
produce a lower quality image when printed.

About Images

Naturally, images are vital to the articles that appear in The US Specialist. Taking care
to follow the instructions below will help ensure the quality and clarity of the photographs
and scans that accompany your work.

« The minimum image resolution for print is 300 dots per inch (DPI) at the actual
size to be printed. When scanning materials that are smaller than 3 inches by 3 inches,
I prefer a resolution of 600 DPL. This higher resolution affords greater latitude in layout
and scaling of images for detail.
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« DO NOT apply sharpening or special effects filters to your images. While these
adjustments may improve the on-screen appearance of an image, over-sharpening has
a detrimental effect when the image is printed commercially. If image adjustment is
needed, it will be handled during layout and production.

« Please scan images against a contrasting color, not a black or while background
(Figure 1). The contrasting color aides in the image processing that must be applied
prior to printing.

« Itis not necessary to align items when scanning. All images will be aligned during
the production process. Additionally, the reproduction quality of materials with fine
engraved lines is often enhanced by scanning the specimen at an angle.

« Do not crop images tightly to the subject. Leaving a minimum of %5 inch around
the material being scanned makes processing the scan easier.

« Save scans and images as JPG, TIF or PNG files. The preferred format is JPG at
high or maximum (10+) quality.

« Images saved from websites are usually low resolution files. If your article requires
such an image, please include the web address where the image was found.

« If your article includes images that are not part
of your collection, please include some detail about
the source of each image.

« If you need to include photographs of objects
and you plan to take the photos yourself, please give
attention to the lighting and background. Ideally,
there should be a solid background that contrasts
with the objects being photographed. Grey foam core
(available from most craft or hobby stores) is usually a
good option. You can also produce good results using
science project backdrops like the one in Figure 2.

If possible, you will want two light sources. The
diagram in Figure 3 shows a layout that produces
generally good results. You do not have to have the
light diffusers shown in the diagram, but you may need
to move the lights back so that they do not overpower
the subject being photographed. The turntable is not
necessary but can use useful if you need multiple angles
of the same object.

Figure 2. Possible photo background.

In conclusion, send me your work. The journal is
built on the research of US specialists and e.ach Of. us have Figure 3. Ideal lighting for 3D
experiences to share. The goal of the preceding guidelines objects.
is to help you produce an article that reads well and that
looks good in print. I encourage all members to submit an
article for consideration. While the process can be demanding, the results are rewarding
for both the author and the audience. If you have any questions about the process or the
technical requirements, please feel free to contact me directly at editor@usstamps.org.
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compiled by Kim D. Johnson
USSS #7335 | westhomel@aol.com

A #482 2¢ Washington
8033

A #5256 2¢ Lemon Coil

B22222
V¥ #5756 (5¢) Patriotic Block Coil
Bl111
- not pictured -
#5664-65 (5¢) Butterfly Garden #5747-48 (48¢) Sailboats
Flower Coil Postcard rate
B2222 P1111 UL UR LL LR

_ srx2c1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10%

#5755  $10 Floral Geometry
B1111 UL +# 3 LR
3rx2c 1,2,3,4,5,6*



MAY 2023 237

A #5757 Toni Morrison
B1111 UL UR LL LR
3rx2c¢ 1,2,3,4,5,6*

Ay Skateboard
B111111111 UL UR LL LR
arx3c  1,2,3,4,5,6
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W #5758-62 Railroad Stations
B11111 +# + LL LR
2rx2c¢  1,2,3,4*

COORDINATORS: Members are invited to report their findings to the appropriate coordinator.
Kim D. Johnson

All issues Coil stamps Jill Ambrose
nrouch 1980 310 E N 3rd Street 1980 PO Box 54622
through 19 Georgetown, IL 61846 after 19 Cincinati, OH 45254
Sheet stamps Jim Cochrane Booklet stamps after Michael O. Perry
1980 P.O. Box 2009 1980 P.O.Box 1194
after 1980 ot Bend, KS 67530 980" R ainier, OR 97048

This monthly report is used to update the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog.
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Report of the Executive Secretary

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
FORMARCH 2023

17450  Daniel McAdam, Oro Valley, AZ
17451  Lucky Stokes, Alexandria, VA
17452  Leon Martin, Scottsburg, OR
17453  Bryan Trigg, Wheat Ridge, CO
17454  Wayne Morrow, Canton, GA
17455  Thomas S. Baliga, Chicago, IL
17456  Garrett Carlson, Downsville, LA
17457  James MacKay, Indialantic, FL
17458  John O. Vetter, Mobile AL

APPLICATIONS PENDING

17445-17449

NEW MEMBERS
17432,17434-17438, 17440-17443

REINSTATED

7542  Norman D. Kubler
10327  Peter Mosiondz, Jr.
11303 Kent Kobersteen
14770  Russ S. Abrahams
15134  Marc Bedrin
15849  Marc Hasselbrack
16877  Peter Brown
17317  Christopher Putney

Requesting Replacement Copies

If you receive a damaged copy of The
Specialist, or if the postal service does
not delivery your copy, you may request
a replacement by emailing Rodney
Juell, USSS executive secretary at
execsecretary@usstamps.org.

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
February 28,2023 1374
ADDITIONS:

New members 10
Reinstatements 8
Total 18
SUBTRACTIONS:
Total 0
NET CHANGE 18
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
March 31,2023 1392
DONATIONS

(received outside of annual dues cycle)

Fred Steinberg

Norman D. Kubler

Update Your Profile

Members can log into usstamps.org,
click on “Your Profile” and update in-
formation, including email and address.

Precancel Stamp Society

Interested in Learning More

about Precancels? Request

a copy of “The ABCs of

Precancel Collecting” and

also receive a sample copy
of the PSS Forum, the Precancel Stamp
Society’s monthly journal. Contact: Frank
Bird III, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South,
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL 33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.
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Classified Advertising

ABOUT CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

USSS MEMBERS are entitled to two free ads
of up to 40 words each year. Other ads are
10 cents a word, payable in advance. For six
insertions, take a S percent discount; for 12
insertions, take a 10 percent discount. Ads
with [1119] at the end expire with this issue.
Make checks payable to USSS. Send copy and
check to The United States Specialist, 1361 W.
Wade Hampton Blvd., Suite F - #102, Greer,
SC 29650. Free member ads can be emailed
to: editor@usstamps.org.

WANTED

WANTED - PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR
C-13, C-14 and C-15 singles, both mint/used.
Also interested in multiples, flight covers, Zeppelin-
related posters, advertisements, etc. Graf Zeppelin
specialist. Rob Lehmann email: diecasttoys@
yahoo.com or call: 240-422-0118. [1150]

WANTED — ONE BUREAU PRECANCELED
US 1294 Plate Block - paying more than Durland
price based on condition. Send photo and price
email: whs1963whs@yahoo.com [1119]

FIVE CENT KENNEDY STAMP POSTMARKED
May 29, 1964. Seeking out of the way, small town
postmarks. This was a nationwide first day of issue.
Uncacheted commercial mail is sought. Henry
Scheuer, P.O. Box 535, Madison Square Station,

THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

WANTED BUY/TRADE: MNH BUREAU
precancels. Definitive sheet stamps, coils - 1923
through Americana series, Scott 581//1816. No
Christmas, airmails, transportation, or later. Singles,
blocks, plate blocks, sheets, coil pairs, line pairs,
rolls. Herman Axelrod, POB 3161, Boulder, CO
80307 hermanax@comcast.net 303-499-9264 (no
texting) [1120]

WANTED MARCH 20, 1923 FDC FRANKED
with two or more of 564 Cleveland, 569 Buffalo,
572 Capitol or 573 Freedom. Jim Hering, 740-
361-0229, rosehering@roadrunner.com %1120]

UNITED STATES IS ALL WE STOCK!! WHAT
are you looking for? See our Marvelous Website:
www.MALACK.com. MINT, USED, GRADED,
BOOKLETS, PLATE BLOCKS (Huge CE2
stock), EFO’s, CLASSIC SHEETS and MORE!
Steve Malack P.O.Box 5628 Endicott, NY 13763
607-862-9441 Steve@Malack.com [1120]

FOR SALE

EARLY TO THE LATEST PLATE BLOCKS
sent on approval. Positions filled. Send me
your want list today. John Robie, P.O. Box 2-B,
Linden, CA 95236. [1119]

SELLING MY COLLECTION OF HIGHER
quality MNH USA stamps at fair prices. For a list
and prices, send request to Reed Roholt, P.O. Box
1006, Beaver Utah 84713. [1126]

Overrun Countries Series Book 1 — The Poland
Stamp and Its Varieties. 54 color pages. New soft cover
edition, 8 1/2 x 11. Scott’s 909, $38.00 ppd. Keith
Lichtman, 5363 Wycombe Ave, Boynton Beach,

New York, NY 10159. [1119] FL 33437. Now available from Amazon. [1120]
Index of Advertisers

American Plate Number Single Society Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries

(www.apnss.org) 217 (www.siegelauctions.com)....... Inside front cover

Barney’s Stamps Scott A. Shaulis

(www.barneysstamps.com)........ccccceweereercerccrecee 217 (www.shaulisstamps.com) .....cooceesessessessessssssres 225

Mountainside Stamps, Coins and Currency
(www.mountainsidestampsandcoins.com) ....... 217

Precancel Stamp Society

(www.precancels.com) 239

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society

(www.uspcs.org) 240
United States Stamp Society
(WWW.uSStamps.org)........ccceeeeveeve. 202, Back covers

The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society is a not-for-profit
collector organization exclusively devoted to 19th
century United States stamps and postal history. Our
quarterly Chronicle is widely recognized for present-
ing new scholarship and discoveries. For membership

information and much more, find us at:

www.uspcs.org.



United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Post-
age Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories of the United States. Written
from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the
Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more.

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices
which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases,
the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to
help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in x 9-in.
Member Price: $39 U.S. postpaid Non-Member Price: $43 U.S. postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/
or by mail to: Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 3508,
Joliet, IL 60434-3508
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