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Society News

Nominating Committee Approved for 2024 Election

In accordance with Article V, Section 2, of the Society By-Laws, President Nicholas
Lombardi recommended to the Board of Governors that the Nominating Committee
for the 2024 United States Stamp Society election consist of members Wade Saadi
(Chairperson), Stephen Reinhard and Edward Grabowski.

Wade is well known to everyone in philately as the past president of the American
Philatelic Society. He is also a past president of the United States Philatelic Classics
Society and was president of New York 2016, our most recent international show in the
United States.

Stephen is a past president of the American Philatelic Society, The Collectors Club,
and the American Airmail Society.

Edward is a past president of The Collectors Club and received the prestigious Aps
Luff Award for Distinguished Philatelic Research in 2014.

The Board approved the recommendation, and the Committee has begun the task
of assembling a slate of candidates. The Committee will present the complete slate to
the President, who, in turn, will notify the Executive Secretary so that ballots can be
prepared for distribution to the membership. The names and background information of
the nominees will be published in The United States Specialist prior to the mailing of the
ballots, which will be included with the annual dues mailing in the fall. The Executive
Secretary will then tabulate the ballots and report the results to the membership. Those
elected will serve a three-year term beginning January 1, 2025.

The elective offices include the Chairman, President, Vice President, and Secretary,
as well as the Board of Governors. The Treasurer, Editor, and Executive Secretary are
not elected but rather are paid employees of the Society appointed by the Board.
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Vintage Photo of the Month

International Dry Farming Congress

by Rodney A. Juell
USSS #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

Exposition Grounds for The Internntional Dry Farming Congress at TULSA, Okln, U S. A
George Winkler, Architect.

The International Dry Farming Congress was founded in 1906 for the pur-
pose of promoting effective farming methods, soil conservation, and irrigation
techniques. The Tulsa, Oklahoma, venue for the 1913 Congress is shown in the
picture on this post card. The Columbia machine slogan cancel from Tulsa cel-
ebrates the event.
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Special Delivery

A New Scott E18 Discovery,
With a Nice Surprise

byJohn M. Hotchner
USSS #6569 | = jmhstamp@verizon.net

Figure 1, Newly-discovered E18 Special Delivery stamp on cover, canceled on the first date of the new
17¢ special delivery rate

A new discovery (Figure 1) is a follow up to two articles concerning the 17¢ Special
Delivery (Scott E18) in prior issues of The United States Specialist, by Robert Markovits'
and Ken Lawrence.’

Shown here in Figure 1is the upper right corner cut from a larger envelope. It was
found in a dealer accumulation of Presidential covers at Philatelic Show 2024, just con-
cluded, at Boxboro, Massachusetts. Thanks to dealer Labron Harris!

Genuine usages of this stamp for its intended purpose are scarce. Relying on the
earlier articles, the new find is easy to explain.

It shows a “SPECIAL DELIVERY FEE PAID 17 CENTS” marking, confirming that the
stamp is properly used. The 42¢ of postage equates to between four and six ounces of
printed matter; at 1%2¢ per two ounces, up to 20 ounces.

The 17¢ Special Delivery stamp was issued on October 30, 1944, for a rate that went
into effect on November 1. What makes the Figure 1 piece extra special is its cancellation
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date: November 1,1944, the first day of rate. The Markovits article, cited above, extensively
illustrated, makes no mention of a reported first day of rate use.

The dated cancel and address are both Centerdale, Rhode Island, a village within
North Providence, Rhode Island. The Centerdale to Centerdale mailing apparently went
through the Providence, Rhode Island, post office as there is a hand cancel on the 2¢
joint line coil pair that was missed by the original cancel.

We will never know, but I have to

wonder whether the addressee was also c

the sender; possibly a collector (note the 2024 HEBERT'S

2¢ joint line pair) who created the mailing All New and Revised

to document the new rate? Mint and Used Plate Number

Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

References

1. Mar.kovits, Robert L. “The 17¢ Special Expanded pricing’ back-of-the_book’
Delivery Stamp of 1944—The Strangest tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types
Special Delivery Stamp Value.” The United
States Specialist 86, no. 2 (February 2015): Rick Burdsall /APNSS
64-74.

2. Lawrence, Ken. “Finally, a 17¢ Special P.O. Box 1023
Delivery Stamp on an Entire Cover.” The Palatin e, IL 60078-1023

United States Specialist 88, no. 10 (October
2017): 461-62.
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The Great Americans

Great Americans Issue Part I1—
The Cottrell Press Printings

by Jay Stotts
USSS #10921 | = stottsjd@swbell.net

Figure 1. Cottrell Press from an earlier period.

The Great Americans Issue (GA) began production on a series of presses at the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) called Cottrell Presses. They were named for the
manufacturer, the Cottrell Co. of Westerly, Rhode Island. The Bureau took delivery of
five presses in late 1955, and by the start of printing of the Great Americans, the presses
had been the standard stamp presses at the BEP for almost 25 years.

The Cottrell Presses

The presses were rotary presses like their predecessors, the Stickney presses, and
they printed stamps with plates mounted on a rotating drum as a web of paper passed
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by the printing unit. The stamp images were impressed into the steel printing plates on
a transfer press. After the plates were installed on the printing press, these impressed
designs accepted ink and the images were printed onto the paper web, leaving a raised
design. This produced the intaglio or engraved images that the BEP regarded as the most
secure type of printing against the risk of counterfeiting.

After the plates were made, they were curved into a semi-cylinder that fit halfway
around the press’ printing drum. A pair of 400-subject plates were coupled to the press at
one time to complete the process, so the press printed 8oo stamp images per revolution.
The roll of pre-gummed paper was approximately 28 inches in diameter, and the press
printed 5,400 sheets of stamps per hour, consuming the roll of paper in about 12 hours.
Figure 1 shows a press as it appeared in the 1950s.

The method of printing used slightly dampened paper to draw the ink out of the
plates as the paper passed by. Although the paper was damp, the method was called “dry”
printing rather than “wet” printing. The moisture content for dry printing was §-10%
by weight versus 15-30% for the wet printing process used on the Stickney presses of
the previous era. Dry printings are sharper-appearing than wet printings, so they are
perceived to have better image quality.

By 1980, four of the Cottrell presses were still active at the BEP, and they were des-
ignated as presses 801, 802, 803, and 804 by the Bureau. Physically, they were located in
the BEP Annex building.

The Twelve Cottrell Stamps Subjects and Values

Our aim here is not to go into great detail introducing each of the “Great Americans”
as portrayed on the stamps. As indicated in the introduction to this series, some subjects
are certainly well known, while others are obscure to most Americans. The internet now
allows quick access to a wealth of information about the subjects, so we’ll provide only
a brief historical mention.
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The first value was a 19¢ stamp depicting Sequoyah, a Native American who is known
for developing a written language for the Cherokee Nation. The stamp was issued on
December 27, 1980. The 19¢ value was needed to fulfill a new international surface post
card rate effective January 1, 1981.

Three stamp designs were added to the series in 1981 and are shown in Figure 2. They
were all tied to the domestic letter rate increase, which became effective on March 22,
1981. The single-ounce letter rate increased from 15¢ to 18¢, so a new 18¢ stamp in the
series featuring George Mason, often referred to as the “Father of the Bill of Rights,”
was issued on May 7. The second ounce of a two-ounce letter now cost 17¢ to mail, so
a 17¢ stamp showing Rachel Carson was issued on May 28. Carson was an advocate for
preserving nature against the dangers of man-made chemicals. For an advanced look at
her role in this series, see Joel I. Cohen’s article in the March 2019 United States Specialist.
The third value issued in 1981 was released on June 3 and featured Dr. Charles Drew, a
medical surgeon and researcher. The value of this stamp was 35¢, the total charge for a
letter weighing between one and two ounces.
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Figure 3. Great Americans Stamps issued in 1982.

A few months later, effective November 1, 1981, the domestic letter rate was increased
again, this time to 20¢ for the first ounce. On January 12, 1982, a 20¢ stamp honoring
Ralph Bunche was released. Bunche was a Nobel Peace Prize-winning academic and
U.N. diplomat known for his peacekeeping efforts in the Middle East. A new 37¢ Robert
Millikan stamp was issued on January 26 to meet the one to two-ounce domestic letter
rate because the 17¢ second-ounce rate remained unchanged. Also effective on January
12 was an increase in the domestic post card rate from 12¢ to 13¢, so a stamp featuring
Crazy Horse, a Lakota war leader, was released to meet that rate.

The Postal Service also issued a 2¢ stamp for the primary purpose of making up the
2¢ difference between the 18¢ and 20¢ domestic letter rates. Patrons could continue to
use up remaining 18¢ stamps by adding a 2¢ stamp to their envelopes. The 2¢ stamp
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teatured Igor Stravinsky, a noted composer and conductor. The stamp was issued on
November 18, 1982. The values released in 1982 are illustrated in Figure 3.

During a 1982 speech at Gallaudet College in
Washington, DC, Postmaster William Bolger prom-
ised a Gallaudet first-class rate stamp. The Postal
Service had indeed been planning to issue a stamp
to recognize Thomas Gallaudet, an advocate for
educating the deaf and the man who the University
was named after, but it was originally intended as a
3¢ stamp. After Bolger’s premature announcement,
the second 20¢ stamp in the series was issued. The
lapse was just 17 months between the Bunche and
Gallaudet releases, the latter coming on June 10, 1983.
The Gallaudet stamp is shown in Figure 4.

' After the group of rate chang.e detﬁnitive WeIe  pure 4. Thomas Gallaudet stamp
issued, the Postal Service setaboutissuing a group of  jssed in 1983.

lower valued make-up rate stamps. First was a 4¢ stamp

to honor Carl Schurz, a reformer and statesman, issued on June 3, 1983. On June 25, a
s¢ stamp appeared, recognizing Pear]l Buck, a Pulitzer Prize and Nobel Prize-winning
author. Finally, on July 13, a 3¢ stamp showing Senator and statesman Henry Clay was
released. The last of the Cottrell stamps are illustrated in Figure s.

These twelve stamp designs were the extent of the Great Americans printed on the
Cottrell presses. All the features we’ll cover in the next sections apply to all these issues,
with exceptions as noted.
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Figure 6. 400-subject Cottrell press plate layout.

Plate Layout and Markings

Figure 6 shows a 400-subject plate layout for Cottrell-press printed Great Americans.
The annotations describe the markings included when the plate was made. The plate
number is a logical place to start the discussion. With the issue of the 19¢ Sequoyah
value, the plate numbers resembled all those from the rotary presses of earlier decades.
Two plates, 39529 and 39530, were combined on the press to print this stamp, and plate
blocks bear these two numbers. See Figure 7. The practice of including plate numbers
ceased at the end of 1980.
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In 1981, the actual plate number no longer appeared on the printed product. In its
place, arepresentative number was inserted. The first plate prepared for a new issue was
assigned the number “1,” the second a “2” and so on. Since these were all single-color
intaglio prints, the new numbering systems for the Great Americans was that simple. The
numbering system was changed because multi-colored stamps and the use of multiple
printing runs was incompatible with the space required to print multiple plate numbers
on asingle pane of stamps. Figure 7 also shows the new numbering system as it appeared
on the next GA stamp issued, the 18¢ Mason stamp.

along the center of the plate and the margins. When
looking at a pane of 100 stamps, the dashes will appear
on both vertical edges. The center dashes will appear
as vertical dashes on the right side of a left-side pane
or on the left side of a right-side pane. Figure 8 shows  Figure 8. The center electric eye dashes

. normally appear on the left side of a
these dashes. The outer dashes appear as horizontal vight-side pane or the right side of a

dashes and are shown in Figure 9. left-side pane.

“USE CORRECT zIP CODE” and the
copyright phrase were printed in the
margins, but when the plate numbering
policy changed, the direction for reading
the two markings also changed. In the
early months, this caused some confusion
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;L. S e voun o3 the two plates on every rotation. Typically,
> Tty o during the perforating and sheeting oper-
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E‘E e E s the joint line is printed. Figure 11 shows a
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=y E—‘_‘» - : I:*-A \N and mis-cut, leaving the joint line clearly

} cecssecsen -:o ceeecssesces  exposed where the sheet cut should have
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Figure 9 Block showing the outer electric eye Another unintentional plate mark that

dashes. has received ink and reprinted on a pane
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Figure 11. Miscut shows
the joint lines that fill
with ink between plates.

of stamps is shown in Figure 12. The upper right pane from plate
one of the Gallaudet stamp shows evidence of what is called a
corrosion stain. Between the corrosive nature of the green ink
and alocal weakness in the chrome plating (which is intended to
extend the hardness and the wear resistance of the steel plate), a
small pit developed, which accumulated ink and then transferred
it to the printed image. The Gallaudet stamps are known for at
least two of these corrosion stains.

Papers and Gums

The papers and gums of the GA Cottrell press period are
extensively studied and described in the eighth edition of The
1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog compiled by the Plate Number
Coil Study Group and edited by Richard Nazar.! The catalog is
viewable online. For extensive coverage of the papers and gums,
consider spending some time viewing the paper and gum infor-
mation in this reference.

Here are some observations about the vast array of paper
and gums of the short four-plus year period. The BEP was using
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pre-gummed paper on the presses after about 1970.
Paper suppliers were often changed because the BEP
solicited cost-based bids. They often ran experimental
/ runs, especially with new suppliers, and if the product
- was acceptable, it was delivered to the Postal Service for
sale to patrons. The BEP seemed to be casual about paper
usage, so if there were three rolls of paper on hand, all
from different suppliers or with different characteristics,
any role might be the next on the press. They changed
paper on the fly, that is, while the press was running,
Figure 12. Corrosion stain  which could produce mixed paper and gum types from
( indicatec.i by arrow) just above the same press run.
the electric eye dash. .

Most suppliers were brokers or subcontractors, so they
also made undocumented changes. A paper broker might change paper suppliers, who,
in turn, might change their gumming subcontractor.

The catalog referenced above has identified six paper and gum combinations. In
the January 1991 issue of The Plate Number (a Stephen Esrati publication concerned
primarily with Plate Number Coils), he published a graph showing the pNC group’s
best estimate of when these papers were used in conjunction with the Cottrell presses;
itis reproduced here as Table 1.

L]
'h-nwm

Year 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
Quarter | 2 [ 3[4 1f2[3[afaf2[3]afa]2]3]afa]2][3]a]2][2]3]4
Type |

Typela = — T 1

Type Il I

Type lla = e

Type llI

Type Illa | [ [ [ [ feem |

Table 1. Summary of paper usage for Cottrell Press issues.

Tagging

Tagging was the addition of phosphor
onto the face of the stamps to allow mail
sorting and handling machines to scan the
eight corners of an envelope (four on the
front and four on the back), looking for
the phosphor and subsequently applying a
cancel in the appropriate place.

The Cottrell presses had a letterpress
printing station downstream from the inta-
glio station, which was originally intended
as a precancel printing station. The tagging
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was done at the letterpress station. The o S .ELT:‘H?}‘. -
taggant, probably a zinc orthosilicate-based H M

Figure 13. Representation of overall tagging
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green-emitting phosphor, was suspended in varnish. The concoction was printed on top
of the stamp images and dried clear.

The tagging, called overall tagging, was printed entirely across the width of the
printed web. Figure 13 shows a representative illustration of what overall tagging resem-
bles, but it is not a photograph. Throughout this series of articles, mockups will be used
rather than photographs to illustrate tagging aspects.

When the tagging fountains ran dry, sometimes stamps were printed that received
no taggant. Since the taggant dried clear, a simple visual inspection, without using a
shortwave ultraviolet light source, couldn’t detect the error. Consequently, uninten-
tionally untagged error stamps exist for almost all of the values. Table 2 lists the various
denominations as well as the 2023 Scott Catalog value for these untagged errors. It is
important to understand that not a single speck of taggant can be on a stamp designated
as an untagged error.

2023 Scott

Scott No. Value Subject Cat. Value
1845a 2¢ Igor Stravinsky $125.00
1846a 3¢ Henry Clay $9.00
1847a 4¢ Carl Schurz $9.00
none S¢ Pearl Buck —
1855a 13¢ Crazy Horse $22.50
1857a 17¢ Rachel Carson $17.50
1858a 18¢ George Mason $15.00
none 19¢ Sequoyah —
1860a 20¢ Ralph Bunche $12.50
1861a 20¢ Thomas Gallaudet $225.00
1865a 35¢ Charles Drew $85.00
1866a 37¢ Robert Millikan $30.00

Table 2. Untagged Cottrell Press issues.

Perforating

Like the printing process, the perforating process was the same one used for many
years at the BEP. An electric eye perforator, probably updated but similar to the one
shown in Figure 14, was used. It was called an electric eye perforator because electric
eyes, guided by the dashes printed from the plate markings, controlled the perforating
operation. The vertical and horizontal perforations were applied separately, so the per-
foration operations did not meet in perfect holes at each corner of the stamp.

The vertical perforations were applied by wheels with male pins and mated with
female wheels with sockets. If a male wheel was not locked in place, wide or narrow
stamps could be produced by a wandering male wheel. The female wheels were
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Figure 15. Vertical perforation shift due to wandering male perf pin. Figure 16. Millikan
stamp is shown at top as

designed and at bottom
with horizontal perfshift.

free-rotating and followed the male wheels if they wandered. Figure 15 shows a piece that
was produced as the result of wandering male wheels. Wandering vertical perforations
have created examples of what some refer to as design changes, the most famous of which
is shown in Figure 16. Here, the vertical perforations have shifted Millikan’s name from
the left side of the portrait to the right side of the portrait, not what the designer intended.
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The horizontal perforations were added from a single rotating cylinder with horizon-
tal rows of pins. Web registration errors produced shifted rows of horizontal perforations
such as those previously shown in Figure 11.

Scott listed the perforation gauge as 11 x 10%4 for these issues. Specialists report that
the BEP’s electric eye perforators actually produced 11.2 x 10.5 gauge perforations.

The End Came Quickly

So what happened that caused the well-proven system of printing stamps on the
Cottrell presses to come to a sudden end for new additions to the Great Americans series?

Early in the morning of March s, 1982, a spontaneous flare-up of dust and ink in the
BEP Annex’s pressroom exhaust system created a fire that damaged the Bureau’s four
Cottrell presses. Press 801 was printing 20¢ Consumer Education coil stamps (Scott
2005). This press received damage but was back in service within 72 hours. Press 803
suffered the same fate. It was printing 10.9¢ Hansom Cab Transportation Coils (Scott
1904) at the time. Press 802 was destroyed, and press 804 was damaged beyond repair.
Ironically, the 20¢ Fire Pumper Transportation Coil (Scott 1908) was on press 802. The
13¢ Crazy Horse of the GA series was being printed on press 804.

The short-term effect on the GA was a four-to-six-week delay in replenishing the

stock of 17¢ Carson stamps. Post Offices were encouraged to order 37¢ Millikan stamps
as an alternative. The Carson stamp paid the
v v 1 second-ounce postage for a double-weight
].F;;;-.‘?:lm:;;-l.n.!mn}.b.t m-\_:l;ik;sm letter, but the Millikan .stamp paid the full

- . ; - postage on a double-weight letter.

Longer term, Great Americans stamps
already existing with Cottrell press plates
were allocated to press 803, which became
S ilan e s the taggiflg press after the ﬁre. "ﬂlis.required
[gor Stravinsky ¢ Igor Stravinskys the making of some special tagging mats

essRseRRe

r = » to be used at that press’ letterpress station.
s umad = These mats have tagging breaks that have
s 24 . .
. . been attributed to the way the mats were
. vy - attached to the press. Figure 17 shows a tag-
. & annsdee o ging mockup of these breaks. Plates 5 and
Figure 17. Representation of a tagging breakon 6 of the 2¢ Stravinski stamp went to press
Stravinsky stamp in February 1985, and examples from those

plates demonstrate the break.
Printing plates had already been made for a 1¢ value in the Great Americans series
when the fire broke out, but the BEP didn't take the plates to press, and this was the end
of new values in the Great Americans series printed on Cottrell presses.

References

1. Nazar, Richard J., ed. The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog. Eighth Ed. Somerset, NJ: Nazar
Publications, Inc., 1994. http://www.usastamps.com/references/1995_Plate Number Coil
Catalog.pdf.



JULY 2024 309

Postal History

A Tale of Two Cities

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS #14367 | ™ klowtherS@gmail.com

The first thing you notice about this cover is that someone tried to use an 1870s
Internal Revenue documentary stamp (Scott R152) to pay 2¢ postage. The attempt to
mail the letter occurred on August 25,1916, in West New York, New Jersey. A postal clerk
wrote “Void” above the stamp—without, it should be noted, defacing it. Perhaps, he
thought, it’s too pretty to damage. For good measure, he applied a duplex cancel beneath
the stamp and gave the letter back to the sender.

The second thing you notice is that the sender, having subsequently affixed a pair
of 1¢ stamps (Scott 424), mailed the letter three days later in Weehawken, New Jersey.

How many covers do you see postmarked in two different cities?
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From The Farley Era Committee

FDR and the Byrd Antarctic
Expedition Il Stamps

by Paul M. Holland
USSS #16849 | pholland.thorleaf@gmail.com

The special postage stamp on this letter commemorates the second Byrd Antarctic
Expedition now enroute to the territory of the South Pole for further exploration and
research work.

The stamp will be used on mail matter dispatched at Little America, the first reg-
ular post office of any Nation to be established within the realm of the Antarctic. In
preparing the design for the stamp, signal honor has been paid the intrepid commander
of the Expedition, Admiral Byrd.

As the purpose of the Expedition is to add to scientific and geographic knowl-
edge of the little known region of Antarctica, the Department is grateful to cooperate
with the undertaking by issuing this special postage stamp and establishing the Little
America post office.

—From a signed October 9, 1933, letter sent with a Favor First Day Cover of the 3¢ Byrd
Antarctic Expedition stamp by Postmaster General James A. Farley
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Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) first met Richard E. Byrd in 1914, when as a young
Naval officer Byrd was assigned to the uss Dolphin, a gunboat that served as the yacht
of the Secretary of the Navy. Byrd was descended from an old Virginia family and at the
time FDR was Assistant Secretary of the Navy. They became friends and later hunting
companions.

In 1917, Byrd went into Naval Aviation, and was appointed to plan the flight path for
the Navy’s famed Nc-4 transatlantic crossing in May 1919, the world’s first transatlantic
flight. In May 1926, Byrd and a co-pilot attempted a flight over the North Pole from
Spitzbergen, Svalbard, Norway and although they claimed success, there is controversy
over whether they actually reached the pole. Byrd also completed a non-stop transat-
lantic flight (with four-man crew) on July 1,1927, less than two months after Lindbergh’s
famous solo flight.

Byrd then turned his attention to the Antarctic and the South Pole. To raise funds
for his first Antarctic Expedition, Byrd used his connections with wealthy benefactors
including Henry Ford, Edsel Ford, John D. Rockefeller Jr., Vincent Astor and others.
This support allowed for an expedition lasting two years, during which “Little America”
was set up as a base on the Ross Ice Shelf and Byrd successfully made the first flight to
the South Pole in late November 1929. For this achievement Congress gave him the rank
of Rear Admiral, making Byrd the youngest admiral in the history of the United States
Navy at the age of 41. Paramount Pictures even produced a film, With Byrd at the South
Pole, which in 1930 won the Academy Award for cinematography, becoming the first
documentary to ever win an Oscar.

The idea for a special stamp for the second Byrd Antarctic Expedition is said to
have arisen when Admiral and Mrs. Byrd were overnight guests at the White House
on September 6, 1933. During a discussion about Byrd’s upcoming second Antarctic
Expedition, the question about sending mail from Little America was discussed, FDR
told Byrd “Don’t forget to send me a cover from Little America for my stamp collection.”*

Realizing that other stamp collectors might also like to receive covers mailed from
Antarctica, FDR then suggested to Postmaster General James A. Farley that a special
stamp honoring Admiral Byrd’s upcoming expedition might be issued for this purpose.
Furthermore, FDR suggested that such a stamp might show a summary of the routes of
Byrd’s important flights." Since there was no mail service to or from Antarctica, an idea
was hatched to contract this out to Byrd’s Antarctic Expedition, thus providing a way
to help raise funds for this Antarctic exploration effort.

The original plan was to charge 25¢ for mail sent to the United States from Little
America in Antarctica, so essays were prepared for this amount, initially as horizontal
stamps in the regular size of US Commemorative stamps. The first two drawings pre-
pared at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) are shown at the top of Figure
1. The top drawing, by Alvin R. Meissner, suggests an influence of his Winged Globe
airmail stamp design, with Antarctic ice, one of Byrd’s support ships, an airplane, and a
southern view of a globe showing the location of Little America. The one below it, by
E. M. Weeks, shows north and south polar views of the earth with routes and the dates
of Byrd’s previous important flights highlighted. Victor S. McKloskey’s two horizontal
designs at the bottom show an airplane flying over Little America with the continent
of Antarctica below. In each case, an image of one of the expedition support ships, the
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Figure 1. Horizontal format essays for the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamps by Alvin R. Meissner,
E. M. Weeks and Victor S. McKloskey."



314 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

Bear of Oakland, a dual steam-powered and sailing ship with thick wooden plank sides,
is shown at the lower left. This was a forerunner to modern icebreakers.

The four BEP essays as horizontal stamps were rejected, with FDR making the rough
pencil sketch shown in Figure 2. His suggestion was to use a vertical design for the stamp
instead, with a world map showing the routes and the dates of Byrd’s previous flights.
It should be noted that FDR’s signature and the 4/25/35(34) date were clearly added
well after the original sketch was made since the design and initial printings of the Byrd
Antarctic Expedition II stamp were completed in September 1933 and the stamp was
issued on October 9, 1933.

o P | SRS S R P L PR S L O R g S

Figure 2. FDR’s pencil sketch for a vertical format Byrd Antarctic Expedition 11
stamp (Smithsonian National Postal Museum).

Following the suggestion in FDR’s rough sketch, McKloskey prepared three essays
for vertical Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamp designs, as shown in Figure 3. These
show a map of the earth projected onto a globe with dashed lines showing the routes
of important Byrd flights. The location of Little America is also indicated. Note that in
going from left to right, the first essay also shows the route from southern New Zealand
from which the Byrd expedition was staged. In the other essays, routes and dates are
more boldly indicated, with some additional details for the 1933-34 expedition plans
shown. The one on the right closely resembles the final stamp, except for the value, with
the label for Little America extending well into the Pacific Ocean.

For the final version of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamp, it was decided to
reduce its value to 3¢ and impose an additional mailing service charge of so¢ for each
cover to provide for transporting it to Antarctica and returning it to the United States
for ordinary delivery. Because the Post Office had no means for this service, this was
contracted out to the Byrd Antarctic Expedition, with the fee providing a source of funds
supporting the exploration effort.
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Figure 3. Vertical format essays for Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamps by Victor S. McKloskey."

The vignette for the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamp was engraved by . C. Benzing,
with the lettering and frame by Frank La Masure and W. B. Wells." The collection at
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum shows that the plate proof was approved on
September 27, 1933. Unusually, the color chosen for printing this 3¢ stamp was dark blue
rather than the more typical shade of violet.

Of special interest, Admiral Byrd was apparently present at the ceremony at the BEP
when the stamps were first printed by flat plate, along with Postmaster General James A.
Farley. This is indicated by a full perforated press sheet of 200 stamps, signed and dated
by Richard E. Byrd and James A. Farley on September 29, 1933. Now in the collection
of the National Postal Museum, it is shown in Figure 4, with closeups of the signatures.
Clearly this is one of the original Farley’s Follies stamp sheets, similar to that for the
Mother’s Day stamp.? Note that this Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamp sheet was also
later signed in green ink by FDR, with an added dedication in green ink by Farley: “To
Betty, Ann and Jimmy Farley From their Dad.” It seems likely that FDR borrowed Farley’s
pen for this, and both men seem to have had some trouble writing clearly in the lower
(perforated) sheet margin.

The official issue date for the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamp was October 9, 1933.
Figure 5 shows a favor first day cover (FDC) on official Postmaster General stationery that
contained aletter signed by PMG Farley in his trademark green ink. The letter states that

“The stamp will be used on mail matter dispatched at Little America, the first regular post
office of any Nation to be established within the realm of the Antarctic.”

Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamps were only made available for purchase at the
Philatelic Agency in Washington, DC, as they were originally intended for use on mail
to be sent from a special post office to be established at Little America in Antarctica. In
fact, a September 22, 1933, notice from the Third Assistant Postmaster General states
that “the new Little America 3-cent stamp is being issued solely for use on mail matter of
the Antarctic Expedition.” As aresult, only about s.7 million Byrd Antarctic Expedition
II stamps were sold, far fewer than other commemorative stamps, even though it later
became clear that these stamps would also be valid for domestic mail.
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Figure 4. Perforated press sheet of 200, signed by Byrd and PMG Farley, and later by FDR.

On January 14, 1934, it was announced that a special imperforate souvenir sheet of
six Byrd Antarctic Expedition IT stamps would be issued in compliment to the National
Stamp Exhibition to be held at Rockefeller Center in New York City from February 10-18,
1934." An example from the collection at the National Postal Museum, later signed by
Admiral Byrd, who was already with the expedition in Antarctica, is shown in Figure 6.

I'm fortunate in having signed favor FpcCs of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition IT souve-
nir sheet on official Postmaster General stationery sent to FDR’s Secretary of Agriculture
Henry A. Wallace and to FDR’s Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. Both are signed
by James A. Farley in green ink on the corner card, as shown in Figure 7.

Of special interest is the Farley signed letter to Henry Wallace enclosed in the favor
FDC for Byrd Antarctic Expedition II souvenir sheet. As shown in Figure 8, the letter
to Wallace states:
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The special sheet of six Little America commemorative postage stamps affixed to
this letter was issued in compliment to the National Stamp Exhibition of 1934, and is
being first offered for sale at the Branch Philatelic Agency, Rockefeller Center, New
York, N. Y., today, the opening date of the Exhibition.

The letter bears the postmark of the special postal station which was established

to facilitate the dispatch of this mail matter.

These souvenir sheets of Little America stamps are being printed on a special
postage stamp press included in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing display at the
Exhibition. They will be valued by stamp collectors, and will add to the public interest
in the scientific exploration of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II.

In fact, as part of its display at the National Stamp Exhibition, the BEP had set up a
special hand-operated printing press to demonstrate stamp printing for collectors. This
utilized a small printing plate with plate number 21187 instead of the full-size plate used

Mr. ¥Ym. ¥. lurphy,
35 Hazelwood Avenue,
Hewark, New Jersey.

UMy dear Mr, Murphy:

The gpeclal postage stamp on this letter come
memorates the second Byrd Antarctic Expedition now
enronte to the territory of the Bouth Pole for further
exploration and research work.

Tae stamp will
at Little Ameriea, the first regular post office of
any Nation to be eatablighed within the realm of the
Anteretic., In preparing the design for the stamp,
signal honor has been pald the intropld commander of
the Expedition, Admiral Byrd.

Ae the purpose of the Expedition is to add to
selentific and geographic knowledgze of the 1little
known regzion of Antarctica, the Department is grate-
ful to cooperate with the undertaking by issulng this
spacial poptage stamp and establighing the Iittle
America post office.

Hewark, New Jaraey

Qctobar 3, 1933,

be used on mail metter dispatched

Yery truly youre,

r_,_,_gimm Jﬂwfy/

Figure 5. Favor FDC for the Byrd Antarctic
Expedition II with a signed letter from
PMG Farley.
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for printing 25 souvenir sheets, arranged e b e )
5xs5, with plate number 21184.> As far as is TARCHE |
known, all souvenir sheets printed using
plate number 21187 during this special
demonstration by the BEP were destroyed,
with all Byrd Antarctic Expedition IT sou-
venir sheets released at the exhibition or
sold later being from plate number 21184.

Besides FDCs, a special postal station
at the week-long exhibition could be
used for mailing other items, such as the
cover in my collection addressed to FDR
shown in Figure 9. Curiously, the printed 1€ {3
corner card is for “Will Rogers, Beverly NEW YORK, N, FEBRUARY 10:15.1934
Hills, California,” although there is no
reason to believe that Rogers actually
attended the exhibition in New York City.
Interestingly, Will Rogers was briefly the
mayor of Beverly Hills in 1926.

The postal history of Byrd Antarctic Expedition II mail is somewhat complex, involv-
ing long distances and substantial delays. There were two Byrd Antarctic Expedition II
support ships. Byrd’s flagship, the Jacob Ruppert, was a freighter named after Byrd’s most
important wealthy backer. Ruppert was a beer baron and the owner of the New York
Yankees, who, in 1919, famously purchased Babe Ruth’s baseball contract from Boston,

PRINTED BY THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND FRINTING
YEGI JO NOILIBIHXI dWYLS TVHNOILYHN
FIHL OL ANAWINdWOD N

Figure 6. Byrd Antarctic Expedition Il souvenir sheet,
later signed by Admiral Byrd (courtesy Smithsonian,
National Postal Museum).
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February 10, 1934.

Hon. Henry A. Wallace,
The Sscratary of Agriculture.
My dear Henry:

The gpecial shest of six Little America com-
mamorative postage ctamps affixed to this letter
was issusd in compliment to the National Stamp Ex—
hibition of 1934, and is being first offered for
gale at tha Branch Philatelic Agency, Bockefellsr
Center, New York, N. Y., today, the opening date
of the Exhibition.

The latter bears ths postmark of the special
postal station which was established to facilitate
the dispateh of this mail matter.

Thege souvenir sheets of Little America stamps
ars being printed on m special postage stamp press
included in the Bureaun of Bngraving and Printing dis-
play at the Exhibition. They will be valusd by stamp
collectore, and will add %o the public interest in
the scientific explorations of the Byrd Antarctic

Expedition II.
Yeory truly yours,

/:%444 '{/ 2!‘79’/5() -

Figure 8. Signed letter sent to Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace with
favor EDC for the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II souvenir sheet by pMG Farley.
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bringing him to New York. This was followed by the construction of Yankee Stadium, an
edifice that was later nicknamed “The House that Ruth Built.” Byrd’s other support vessel
was the smaller Bear of Oakland, a steam-powered wooden barkentine sailing ship with
heavy wooden plank sides. This vessel was built in 1874 as a sealing ship, with her steam
engine originally designed to break through ice packs to reach seal herds. A forerunner
to modern icebreakers, the Bear of Oakland was purchased by Admiral Byrd in 1932.
There was much publicity generated for the Byrd Expedition; shown in Figure 10 is
the Authorized Map of the Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition. This was produced for
a cBs radio program that featured broadcasts to and from Little America, along with

(courtesy Library of Congress).
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news of the expedition. This nationwide radio show was sponsored by General Foods,
the makers of Grape-Nuts breakfast cereal. The small inset map at the upper left shows
the planned routing for the Byrd expedition to Antarctica and how short-wave radio
transmissions were to be relayed from Little America to New York City via Buenos Aires
for rebroadcast across the United States. Closeups from the map below show details
of the Ross Ice Shelf and Little America. It should be noted that in Antarctica, seasons
are reversed compared to the Northern Hemisphere, so that January in Little America
would correspond to summer.

Progress of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II was filmed by John L. Herrmann,
a cinematographer from Paramount Pictures. An image from his film showing the
unloading of the Jacob Ruppert at the Bay of Whales in January 1934, where ice sloped
down from the Ross Ice Shelf, is shown at the top in Figure 11. This was some miles from
Little America, and dogsleds were required to haul expedition supplies the rest of the
way, as it was simply too dangerous for the Ruppert to proceed closer. Interestingly, it
was necessary to dig down through the snow to find the Little America base from the
previous expedition, as it had been completely buried. During the expedition’s return

Figure 11. Images of the Jacob Ruppert and Bear of Oakland being
unloaded in January 1934 and loaded in February 1935 at the Ross Ice Shelf.
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in February 1935, conditions were even worse, and only the Bear of Oakland could be
directly used for loading mail and other items being transported from Little America as
shown at the bottom of Figure 11. These were then transferred to the Ruppert further out.

Byrd Antarctic Expedition II covers canceled in Little America can be divided into
two broad categories. First Cancellation covers needed to reach Washington, DC, no
later than November 10, 1933, to arrive in Antarctica by January 1934. Originally, it was
expected that these Byrd Antarctic Expedition II covers would be delivered to the United
States by early summer 1934. Second Cancellation covers were those that were received
by postal authorities by November 1934, allowing for their arrival at Little America,
Antarctica, in January 193s.

CEMATTERSDORF
= 3400 Woyne Avenuve
MNew York, N. Y,

at Tittle Americe

¥r. Saul 0. Indwig,

/?ﬂ!FReaervoi.v Ovral,
THS LETTER HAS REEW DELAYEW FOR DN YEAR Bronx, New York, W.. Y. /

BECALUSE OF DIFFICULYIES ™ TRARSPOKFATN 34 ud
AT LITTLE AMERICA, ANTARCTICA. \ S Al i “

”l‘r‘-l’/ 3 <

S

Figure 12. Little America First Cancellation cover with Clark’s seven-bar machine cancel.

However, significant problems arose. Although a Postmaster of Little America had
been appointed, this was strictly an honorary position, and duties fell to a member of
the expedition, Leroy Clark. Clark had no experience with handling mail, and initially,
the Little America “post office” was set up in a tent on the ice under freezing conditions.
Furthermore, while it had been originally planned that the cancellation date on all covers
mailed from Little America would correspond to FDR’s birthday, January 30, in using
the portable hand-cranked machine canceler Clark somehow altered the date to January
31, 1934, resulting in only a fraction of the covers he canceled having the “correct” date.
Clark covers can be identified by a seven-bar machine cancel. An example of Clark’s
poorly applied seven-bar “error” cancellation from my collection is shown in Figure 12.
Note that by the time this much-belated cover arrived in April 1935 (as shown by the
backstamp), the recipient’s address had changed, causing it to be forwarded. Details
of the philatelic complexity of Little America covers, with their various cancellations,
attempted date corrections, etc., is something beyond the scope of this article.

Once this date error became known, there was concern that it might lead some
collectors to request a refund of the fee they had paid, potentially affecting Expedition
finances. Also, since only a portion of the covers had been processed, Admiral Byrd
decided to delay sending any Little America covers until the following year. A handstamp
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was created that states: “This letter has been delayed for one year because of difficulties
in transportation at Little America, Antarctica.” As a result, both First Cancellation and
Second Cancellation covers were returned to the United States at the same time. In

the meantime, the Post Office Department decided to send Charles F. Anderson, a top
troubleshooter, to Little America to sort things out. Shown in Figure 13 are my examples
of both First Cancellation and Second Cancellation covers with machine cancellations.
These Anderson canceled covers show a six-bar machine cancel. Note the delay notifi-
cation and January 31 date on my 1934 cover and the special Second Cancellation Mail

0 FCR ONE YEAR
RANSFORTATIDN

N DELAYE
5N T
{ARCTICA

-4
i
S

AT LITTLE AMERDS, AN

THIS LETTER HAS BeE
BECAUSE 0F piF: ICULTE

LITTLE AMERICA/f——

MAIL-RECEIVER =

:—'ﬂ-.

——
0-18, 1834

BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 1T

LITTLE AMERICA, ANTARCTICA, El .
SECOND CANCELLA mer £ Michelsen
MaiL TlON' Route 2, Box 352-C
Redwood City, Calit

Figure 13. Little America First and Second Cancellation covers with Anderson’s six-bar
machine cancel. The San Francisco receiving mark is found on the back of both covers.
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penguin cachet on the cover from January 30, 1935. Also, the second cover has been
franked by a stamp cut from an imperforate Byrd Antarctic Expedition II souvenir sheet.

“Little America Mail” receiving backstamps show that both covers were processed through
San Francisco on their return to the United States on March 25, 1935.

Ifthere is a philatelic hero of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II, it wouldn’t be Admiral
Byrd, but rather Charles F. Anderson, the special representative of the Postmaster General
who was assigned to the Post Office at Little America in Antarctica. When he arrived in
January 1935, he found that the canceling machine had been incorrectly assembled and
the canceling ink had frozen. Working virtually around the clock, Anderson somehow
managed to properly process both the large backlog of First Cancellation covers and
the many Second Cancellation covers that had arrived with him.”

Figure 14. Charles F. Anderson at work in the Little America Post Office.

A photograph of Charles F. Anderson working in the Little America Post Office,
now located under the ice, is shown in Figure 14. Fortunately, a portion of Anderson’s
official report is reproduced in Lena Shawen’s book,” where Anderson describes how

“as the mail was canceled, we tied it up in packages in waterproofed paper and packed
these into cartons” which were then “encased in double mail sacks” for protection. Going
without sleep, Anderson was notified less than four hours after the last of the mail had
been processed that “the time had come when the mail must start toward the barrier.”
To save time, a train of dogsleds pulled by a tractor was improvised. By then, conditions
were worsening, and the Bear of Oakland was still fighting sea ice that had broken off
from the barrier. Mail was unloaded from the sleds and Anderson was left alone on the
ice (without food or water) to guard it. It was more than 24 desperate hours before the
Bear was finally able to force its way through the sea ice and reach the barrier so that
the mail could be loaded. In Charles Anderson’s own words “it was the greatest feeling
of thankfulness I have experienced for many a year.”> Ten miles out, the mail was then
transferred to the Jacob Ruppert for the journey to Dunedin, New Zealand. From Dunedin,
the mail was loaded aboard the SS Mariposa for return to the United States. Following
a brief stop in Los Angeles, the ship then docked in San Francisco, where Anderson
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himself supervised the unloading of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II mail at the Ferry
Annex Post Office, and the arrival stamp of March 25, 1935, was applied.

UNGLE AUTHERITY
A ALY BORTUARTEN 3 8

ADMIRAL RICHARD E. BYRD
ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION ii
1933 - 19358

Figure 15. Hand-canceled cover with Admiral Byrd portrait and souvenir sheet.

While machine cancellations were used for most Little America covers, hand-can-
celers were used for larger items, such as the cacheted cover shown in Figure 15. This
Second Cancellation cover is franked with a full Byrd Antarctic Expedition II souvenir
sheet hand-canceled with four long bars. Since the large printed portrait of Admiral Byrd
on the front of the cover does not allow enough space, the official Second Cancellation
penguin cachet was applied to the back instead, along with the “Little America Mail”
receiving backstamp (not shown).

However, my favorite hand-canceled cover sent from the Little America Post Office
is the one shown in Figure 16. This was apparently self-addressed in pencil by one of the
members of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition, John L. Herrmann, cinematographer from
Paramount Pictures to Paramount News in New York City (Figure 17). Furthermore,
this cover bears a special Paramount Pictures cachet “Commemorating the Opening
of Paramount Penguin Theatre Little America, February 24, 1934.” Note also that this

) nj_,
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EYHD ﬁNTA.RCTIL Exrw. HoN LT
LITTLE AMERICA, ANTARCIIGA,
SECOND CANCELLATION
MAIL
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Figure 16. Self-addressed cover by John L. Herrmann, cinematographer from Paramount Pictures.
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Little America hand-stamp has
four short bars.

John Herrmann’s doc-
umentary footage from the
Byrd Antarctic Expedition
was then combined with some
key re-created scenes filmed
later at the Paramount studio
using Admiral Byrd and other
original expedition members.
This allowed Paramount to
release the film as a motion
picture in 1935. A Paramount

Figure1y. John L. Herrmann, cinematographer from Paramount
Pictures movie poster is shown  Pictures, posing with movie camera.

in Figure 18.

During the long return voyage, covers from the SS Jacob Ruppert were also posted.
Figure 19 shows an example from my collection franked by a stamp cut from a Byrd
Antarctic Expedition II souvenir sheet. This was postmarked aboard the Ruppert on
March 6, 1935, while in the Caribbean Sea after passing through the Panama Canal.

In the meantime, shortly before the return of the Byrd Artarctic Expedition I mail to
San Francisco on March 25, 1935, Farley Special Printings press sheets of both perforated
Byrd postage stamps and souvenir sheets were released to the public on March 15, 1935.
However, it was too late for any of these special Farley items to be used on expedition mail.

'mli“r“mAnmm

CAPITOL OF THE UNKNDOWN

Figure 18. Movie poster from Into Little America: Capitol of the Unknown (courtesy Heritage
Auctions).
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Figure19. Cover posted aboard the Jacob Ruppert during the return voyage on March 6,193s.

In the case of the perforated Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamps, the only way to be
certain these are from the Farley Special Printing is as line pairs or line blocks that clearly
show the frame lines previously used for separating panes of fifty stamps for sale at post
offices. My example FDC with a line pair of these stamps on cover is shown in Figure 20.

Mr. Harry J. Baldwin,

230 E. Fornance 8t,,

Norrie town, Pa,

Figure 20. First day cover with line pair of 1935 Farley Special Printing.

With Byrd Antarctic Expedition II souvenir sheets, uncut gutters between the
twenty-five souvenir sheets printed on each press sheet is the best way to ascertain that
these imperforate stamps are from the Farley Special Printings. My example of a cross
gutter block of four Byrd Antarctic Expedition II stamps is shown in Figure 21.

On Admiral Richard E. Byrd’s return to the United States, he was formally greeted by
President Roosevelt at the Washington Naval Yard on May 10, 1935. In FDR’s welcoming
remarks, two special reasons for the ceremony were provided. “The first is because of
the close association and deep friendship which have existed between you and me for
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many longyears. The second is because, once more,
you have completed a successful expedition for the
gain of human knowledge and the furtherance of
the progress of civilization.” FDR and Admiral Byrd,
with his family, are shown in Figure 22, leaving the
Washington Navy Yard after the ceremony.

In the early 1930s, the second Byrd Antarctic
Expedition represented a great adventure to a
virtually unknown frozen continent that the
public could participate in via nationwide radio
broadcasts, newspaper reports, and occasional
newsreels. Here, stamp collectors and philatelists
had a special advantage since (with patience) they
could also receive mail from the world’s most
remote post office in Little America, Antarctica. By
the way, if you'd like to visit Little America today,
it’slong gone, as the Antarcticice sheet it was built
on has since broken off and drifted out to sea.

Figure 22. FDR, Admiral Byrd and his family leaving
the Washington Navy Yard on May 10, 1935.
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Figure 21. Cross Gutter block of four
stamps from the Farley Special Printings.
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Collectors and Collecting

Stamp Collectors Are Not Immortal,
Why They Need to Have an Endgame

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS #14367 | ™ klowtherS@gmail.com

Figure 1. Scott 341 on piece, from the collection of the
late Gerald Nylander.

I am still haunted by the death, in January 2023, of Gerald (Jerry) Nylander. Jerry
chaired the Society’s Washington-Franklin Head Committee. He was always ready to
answer my frequent questions about the Washington-Franklins. My last query came as
he prepared for “routine” hip surgery. He would check his files, he promised, after he
recovered from surgery.

Jerry’s recuperation was proceeding well, but there is nothing routine about a visit
to the operating room. There can be complications. One killed Jerry. He was 74 and
presumably in otherwise good health.

Jerryand I had maintained a dialogue on the Washington-Franklins for several years
before we first met at his home in a Chicago suburb. I had hoped to look through some
of his albums, especially postal history, but what he showed me were loose covers that
had not been mounted or described. After his death, I wondered how a lot describer
would manage to organize the collection for auction.
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Some of the more important items eventually were lotted separately and, so far

as I could tell, accurately described. The auction, in August 2023, also included a large

“balance” lot, which was purchased by an eBay dealer. I bid successfully on several of the

“balance” items but was stunned to see valuable covers and stamps which should have

been offered individually in Jerry’s auction. These were described in brief and attracted
few bidders.

A prime example is the on-piece usage of Scott 341 (Figure 1), the 50¢ stamp issued
in January 1909. It is one of the scarcest Washington-Franklins on cover, listed by Scott
at $5,000. My winning bid was a modest $150. APEX subsequently authenticated it. Had
it appeared in the auction, by itself and with a cert, it might have brought $2,500 or more.

Having committed to specializing in the Washington-Franklins, I began re-mounting
my collection—then virtually all stamps—in the mid-1970s. Influenced by Max G. Johl’s
1937 book, The United States Postage Stamps of the 20th Century, I decided to organize
them by denomination. My write-ups were based largely on Johl’s.

When I retired in 2007, I started to incorporate postal history. My goal was to illus-
trate usages. I displayed covers together with stamps of each issue. Of the 250 or so Scott
listings (excluding scarce varieties), I have found covers for all but six.

My health prior to retirement had been robust. I had no ailments or disabilities.
Then suddenly, in mylate 60s, I found myself confronting serious and continuing health
challenges. None has kept me from enjoying life, which I owe in part to philately. But
I am acutely aware that one’s health, regardless of age, can be fragile and unpredictable.

AsIbegan to experience the realities of aging, I realized that the format of what had
grown into a substantial collection might not be ideal when the time came to dispose of
it. Auction houses organize sales in the order of Scott numbers. However, stamps and
postal history in my collection were mixed and ordered by denomination. Alot describer
could easily overlook a valuable item. Moreover, in major auction catalogs, stamps and
postal history often are presented separately.

To ensure that the eventual disposition is done efficiently, I reorganized the collection
into separate sections for postal history and stamps. I prepared a digital inventory which
will provide key data to guide a lot describer or insurance adjuster. This was time-con-
suming, but collecting sometimes can be hard work and easy to put off.

Several covers and stamps—those generally cataloging more than $100—required
certificates, which I began obtaining. I have done this as a precaution for myself, but
also for future owners. With coils, in particular, I did not want to peddle items which
had not been authenticated.

Finally, I wrote a narrative description of the collection, which T update periodically
on the computer, to guide my spouse and daughters if I am unavailable to supervise
disposal. It includes the estimated market and insured value of the collection. It lists
steps to be taken and persons to contact in the event of my death.

I have an agreement in principle with an auction house to handle sale of the collec-
tion. An experienced philatelist has offered to assist my spouse with the sale if necessary.
The American Philatelic Society has a list of philatelists available to help, as well. That
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Figure 2. Scott 505, the “red error” on cover.

does not absolve you, as the builder of a valuable collection, from ensuring that your
family AND the lot describer know its contents and true worth.

Another consideration is philatelically existential: Important items in a collection
that are not fully described risk being lost. An object lesson is the cover in Figure 2. It
is an early example of Scott sos—the “red error”—which I found in a large auction lot
years ago. It was not properly identified and had sat unnoticed in a dealer’s inventory
for decades.

We are caretakers as well as collectors. We are responsible for safeguarding the
stamps and covers we acquire. We also have an obligation to document and authenticate
them. If you don’t get around to doing this, they can vanish in the philatelic shuftle in
the event of your death or incapacity.

The on-piece Scott 341 in Figure 1 would have earned good money for Jerry
Nylander’s estate if it had been written up and authenticated. The “red error” cover, which
a teenager had rescued from the family wastebasket in 1917, could easily have been lost
forever in the 1960s through a previous owner’s negligence or the carelessness of a dealer.

End of sermon.

\\ELE‘\W“"“? e The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society is a not-for-profit
e collector organization exclusively devoted to 19th
century United States stamps and postal history. Our
quarterly Chronicle is widely recognized for present-
ing new scholarship and discoveries. For membership
information and much more, find us at:

WWW.usSpcCs.org
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Plate Number Report
compiled by Kim D. Johnson

USSS #7335 | westhomel@aol.com
— not pictured -

#343 1¢ Franklin
4975 Automatic Vending Co. type II

— not pictured —
#383 1¢ Franklin
5485 Mail O Meter type IV
— not pictured —

#408V  1¢ Washington
Imprint XIII

4 #409V  2¢ Washington

7420

1
1

A #409 2¢ Washington
7420 Mail O Meter type IV

— not pictured —

#1035c = 3¢ Liberty
Precancel
25837 UL
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L #2222 Ansel Adams
- B1 i 22 LL LR
e g - 3rx3c¢ 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9*

#C23  6¢AirMail )
21904-21856 w/arrow
21915-21838  w/arrow
21916-21838  w/arrow

< #REA41d 50¢ Beer Stamp
2778

COORDINATORS: Members are invited to report their findings to the appropriate coordinator.

All idsset Kim D. Johnson Cojl stamps Jill Ambrose
| Y 310 E N 3rd Street PO Box 54622
irover 1984 Georgetown, 1L 61846 after 1980 Cincinati, OH 45254
Sheet stamps IR T Booklet stamps after S BN R G |
P.O. Box 2009 P.O. Box 1194
after 1980 Great Bend, KS 67530 1080 Rainier, OR 97048

This monthly report is used to update the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog.
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Report of the Executive Secretary

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
FORMAY 2024

17555 Mike Derleth, Fairport, NY
17556 David Sadler, Grayslake, IL
17557 Michelle Lambert, Athol, MA
17558 Jason DeLeau, Cedar Park, TX

APPLICATIONS PENDING
17548-17554

NEW MEMBERS
17541-17547

DECEASED
12497 Peter J. LaPlaca

Precancel Stamp Society

Interested in Learning More about Pre-
cancels? Request a copy of “The ABCs of
Precancel Collecting” and also receive a
sample copy of the PSS Forum, the Precancel
Stamp Society’s monthly journal. Contact:
Frank Bird III, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South,
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL 33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
March 31,2024 1374
ADDITIONS:
New members 7
Reinstated 0
Total +7
SUBTRACTIONS:
Deceased
Total -1
NET CHANGE +6
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
April 30,2024 1380

DONATIONS

(received outside of annual dues cycle)

Richard Zane

Update Your Email?

In May, we sent a “Broadcast
E-Mail” message to all members with
a details on the Fellowship Dinner
at GAss in August. A few addresses
“bounced” which indicates some e-mail
addresses are incorrect or out-of-date in
our records. If you do not recall seeing
this dinner announcement, please send
an email to: Bob Rufe at: execsecretary@
usstamps.org




Stamp Show

Hartford, Connecticut
August 15 - 18, 2024

Connecticut Convention Center, 4
100 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 06103

Show Higllighhls-

+ 100+ Dealer & Society Booths
» First Day Ceremonies
- Live Auction

+ 800+ frames of Stamp exhibits &
rarities

+ Youth Activities/Boy Scout Merit
Badge Workshop

- Federal Duck Stamp Art Display
- Seminars & Social Gatherings

Ao Abw

Reserve your hotel rooms - special
show rate $159/night + tax

Sign-up information is now available
for Dealers, Exhibitors, Society
Booths, and Meetings/Seminars
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Classified Advertising

USSS MEMBERS are entitled to two free ads
of up to 40 words each year. Other ads are 10¢
aword, payable in advance. For six insertions,
take a 5% discount; for 12 insertions, take a
10% discount. Ads with [1133] at the end
expire with this issue. Make checks payable
to USSS. Send copy and check to The United
States Specialist, 9038 E. 25th Dr., Denver CO
80238. Free member ads can be emailed to:
editor@usstamps.org.

WANTED

BUYING IMPERF FARLEYS WITH GUM. All
offers welcome! Frank P Geiger Senior - APS Life
since 1968 and ASDA since 1974. Phone: 787-689-
6879 — FrankPGeigerSr@gmail.com — PO Box 3442
— Pinehurst, NC 28374. [1138]

WANTED - PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR C-13,
C-14 and C-15 singles, both mint/used. Also interested
in multiples, flight covers, Zeppelin-related posters,
advertisements, etc. Graf Zeppelin specialist. Rob
Lehmann email: diecasttoys@yahoo.com or call: 240-
422-0118. [1150]

COMPLETING EXHIBITS: SEEKING U.S. Scott
#319with Gash on Facee Variety on or off cover. Covers
from 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and 1914 invasion
and occupation of Vera Cruz, Mexico. Gerry Robbins,
P.O. Box 89, Bellefonte, PA 16823-0089. [1133]

PAYING TOP DOLLAR-SC#2720B 29¢ NEW Year
Rooster (No Block Tagging) with attached ZIP Tab
(single, block, or sheet). Fly Specking Specialist of
ZIP/ME Selvage Inscriptions. judsonschultz@gmail.
com 262-443-8554 (APS#166928). [1139]

PAYING TOP DOLLAR 11¢ Airmail Postal card-
Mail Earlin in the Day w/Eagle. -Sc#UXC14b
(Tagging Ommitted) - SC#UXCl4c (Tagging
Inverted) judsonschultz@gmail.com 262-443-8554
(APS#166928). [1137]

SEEKING CONTACT PAST ZCCI MEMBERS
(Zipply Collector Club International) Fly Specking
Specialist of ZIP/ME Selvage Inscriptions.
judsonschultz@gmail.com 262-443-8554
(APS#166928). [1137]

WANTED TO BUY: UNITED STATES PLATE
number, mail early and zip code singles. Roger
McDonald, 4210 Bratton Road, Corpus Christi, Texas,
78413. Also interested in buying your plate number
block duplicates [1134]

FOR SALE

UNITED STATES IS ALL WE STOCK!!
What are you looking for? See our Marvelous
Website: www.MALACK.com. MINT, USED,
GRADED, BOOKLETS, PLATE BLOCKS

(Huge CE2 stock) EFOs CLASSIC SHEETS and
MORE! Steve Malack P.O. Box 5628 Endicott, NY
13763 607-862-9441 Steve@Malack.com[1133]

SEND $3.00 FOR A TYPED LIST OF high
quality stamps. $5.00 off first order. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Reed Roholt, P.O. Box 1006, Beaver
UT 84713. [1144]

Booklet 6¢ STARS-IN-CIRCLE (#1892-1893a)
exhibit, all Scott varieties, cover/card uses. PNC
accumulation from 1981-1999; plate numbers,
varieties. TRANSPORTATION COILS - Collection/
Exhibit formed when these issues were current, major
keyand rare items. Email for detailed PDF descriptions
to Leonard Piszkiewicz, lenp@pacbell.net. [1133]

Plate Number Coils — 140 PNC commercial
covers 1981-present, much duplication. Includes
nondenominated G (5¢) nonprofit rate on cover. All
for $2,000. E-mail for details. Ken Lawrence, apsken@
[1134]

aol.com

DEALERS AT UPCOMING SHOWS

APS GASS AUGUST 15-18 BOOTH #623
Connecticut Convention Center, Hall AB,
100 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 06103.
US, Postal History, Possessions, Specialized
Collections, Plate Blocks, Newspapers, Coils,
Booklets, B-O-B & Literature. Lewis Kaufman,
PO Box 2585, Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751. Ph:
845-794-8013 email: kerikl @aol.com [1133]
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United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Postage
Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories of the United States. Written
from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the
Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more.

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices
which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases,
the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to
help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in x 9-in.
Member Price: $39 U.S. postpaid Non-Member Price: $43 U.S. postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/
or by mail to: Executive Secretary,
P.O. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602
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United States Stamp Society

2020 Durland Standard
Plate Number Catalog

The 2020 edition the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog provides the most
comprehensive research source for plate number information on United States
postage and revenue stamps, including tax-paid revenue stamps, with listings for
overprinted Possessions postage, Allied Military government stamps and other
back-of-the-book stamps, dummy and test stamps, MDI "Blue Cover" booklets
and partial plate numbers on booklet and coil stamps.

2020 Edition of the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog
448 pages available in Perfect Bound or Spiral Bound format.
Member Price: $40 US plus shipping Non-Member Price: $45 US plus shipping

Order Online at: www.usstamps.org/ store



