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Recent Winners of USSS Medals

United States Stamp Society medal winners that have been
reported from recent shows:

Statue of Freedom Awards (WSP Shows)

Winner Show

Marvin and Judith Platt Napex (VA)

Minnesota Stamp

Wi
ill Csaplar Expo (MN)
Roger Brod Great American
g y Stamp Show (CT)
John Becker Indypex (IN)
Gregory Shoults Nojex (NJ)
Andrew S. Kelley Balpex (MD)
Anthony F. Dewey Chicagopex (IL)
Charles J. O’Brien Il1 Florex (FL)

Exhibit
The Columbian Envelopes of 1893

A License and Stamp System for
Waterfow!| Conservation In the 20th
Century U.S.

America’s Embossed Revenue Stamped
Paper

Doremus Machine Cancels of Indiana,
1901-1919

Washington & Franklin Coils: the
Development of the Third Bureau Flat
Plate & Coil Waste Issues of 1908-1915

The Offset Lithographed
Washington-Franklin Heads

The U.S. Alphabet-Denominated Rate
Change Series, 1978-1998

Sesquicentennial Exposition

Show Awards Chairs, please note: The Usss Gold Statue of Freedom Medal is
sent automatically to all Aps World Series of Philately shows. The usss Silver President’s
Award medal is available upon request to all local and regional shows.

For more information, to request an award or if you have won a usss award and have
not seen it listed in Specialist, please write to Denise Stotts, P.O. Box 690042, Houston,
TX 77269-0042, or e-mail stottsjd@swbell.net. (Some shows fail to send in the follow

up report.)
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The Overrun Countries Series

1943-44 Overrun Countries Series:
Korea

by Paul M. Holland
USSS #16849 | pholland.thorleaf@gmail.com

It gives me great pleasure to send you this first-day cover bearing the new com-
memorative postage stamp honoring Korea.

In line with your famous declaration at Cairo, the American people are sympa-
thetic to and hopeful of the aspiration and ambition of the Korean people to be a free
nation again. This stamp is, therefore, truly significant of things to come and will be
appreciated by Koreans all over the world.

—From a signed December 2, 1944, letter sent with a Favor First Day
Cover of the 5¢ Korea stamp of the 1943-44 Overrun Countries
Series sent to President Franklin D. Roosevelt at the White House
by Deputy Third Assistant Postmaster General, Roy M. North.

If there’s an outlier among the Overrun Countries Series stamps, it is Korea. Released
nearly a year after the others on December 2, 1944, it was the last to be issued and the
only one from Asia. This short article is designed to include the Korean stamp and
complete the series.

The Overrun Countries Series stamps for Europe had proven to be very popular
with the public and so in early 1944, FDR suggested that stamps might also be issued to



JANUARY 2025 5

honor Asian countries overrun by Japan. The preliminary list included the Philippines,
Korea, Thailand, Manchuria, Formosa, Hong Kong, Macao, Timor, Burma, Malaya,
New Guinea, North Borneo, Indochina, and the Dutch Indies. However, after review by
the State Department it was concluded that only stamps for the Philippines and Korea
would be appropriate, as the Thai government had actually declared war on us, others
such as Manchuria were either legally part of China or were European colonies that
had been “liberated by the Japanese.” Thus, from a diplomatic perspective, issuing such
stamps would first require the assent of either the Chinese government or European
colonial powers."

Regarding the Philippines, which had long been a United States territory, a 3¢ stamp
paying the domestic letter postage rate was developed with a unique design commemo-
rating the resistance of the United States and Philippine defenders on Corregidor. Details
on this are given elsewhere.” As a consequence the 5¢ Korean stamp became the last of
the “flag stamps” issued to commemorate overrun countries, and the only one issued
for Japanese occupation.

Figure 1. Chiang Kai-Shek, FDR and Winston Churchill at the Cairo conference, November 1943.

The November 1943 Cairo declaration, issued jointly by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
Shek on behalf of the United Nations stated that “Korea shall in due course, become
free and independent.” This decision had been reached during their discussions on war
aims against Japan. In Figure 1, they are shown sitting together at FDR’s villa in Cairo,
Egypt on November 27, 1943.
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THE DEPUTY THIRD ASSISTANT FOSTMASTER GENERAL, 3 \1\3\-\
130
WASHINGTON \.‘ At \\9&\\

L\Om ;_? 1%%

-\\;Y'E\

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to send you
this first-day cover bearing the new commemorﬁtive
postage stamp honoring Korea. e
In line with your famous declaration at Caire, t;?k\*
Americsn people are sympathetic to and hopeful of the T
aspiration and ambition of the Korean people to be a free
nation agsin, This stemp is, therefore, truly signifi ;
of things to come and will be appreciated by Koreans 211
over the world. :

Sincenely youxs, Vk‘

THE DEPUTY
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

Honorsghle Floyd G. Blair, Vice President
The National City Bank of New York,
New York, New York.

Figure 2. Deputy Third Assistant PMG Roy North favor Fpc letter (cropped) for
Korea stamp sent to FDR at the White House, with mismatched cover.
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On April 13, 1944, the Post Office Department first revealed that a postage stamp
honoring Korea would be issued, with further details to follow. That this would be
another s¢ flag stamp in the Overrun Countries series was announced on August 15,
1944. Two months later, the die proof for the Korea Overrun Countries stamp was
approved on October 12, 1944. Four colors were used in printing these stamps, blue
violet for the outer engraved frame, with color offset printing of the Korean flag in red,
black and light blue. Like the Denmark stamp, these were printed in full sheets of 200,
unlike many other Overrun Countries stamps that employed a “shared” layout on the
press sheet. Overrun Countries stamps for Korea were then cut into four panes of so
stamps each for distribution.’ The first sheet of these stamps was sold by pmG Frank C.
Walker to Marian and Lillian Lee, young twin girls from Korea dressed in traditional
costume at a special ceremony.*

As in the case of other Overrun Countries stamps, special favor first day covers
(FDCs) were sent out by Deputy Third Assistant PMG Roy M. North. For European
countries, North had specially arranged for the Foreign Ministers or Ambassadors of each
of the Overrun Countries to autograph these FDcs, with Postmaster General Frank C.
Walker’s signature substituted for this where needed. I'm fortunate in having a complete
signed set of these sent to Marvin H. McIntyre at the FDR White House, although my
matched set ends before the Korea stamp was issued since McIntyre died on December
13,1943

However, in the case of the Korea Overrun Countries stamp, I do have an original
signed favor FDC letter sent to President Franklin D. Roosevelt by Roy North in my
collection. Due to significant environmental damage, this is shown slightly cropped
in Figure 2, but the official cover addressed to FDR is missing. In lieu of this, I show an
auction image of another favor FpC for the Korea Overrun Countries stamp (without
letter) sent by Roy North. What's especially notable here is the lack of a signature on
the favor FDC, and that there is no mention of any such signature in the FDR letter. Note
also the official White House receiving stamp on my letter.

So why is there no signature on the Korea favor FpC? Perhaps this is best consid-
ered in the context of the long history of Korea, beginning with the Joseon dynasty
(1392-1897), which eventually became weak, isolationist, and stagnant. It was replaced by
the Korean Empire (1897-1910) with a brief period of social reform and modernization,
but following the Russo-Japanese War, Korea was forced to sign a protectorate treaty
with Japan. Ultimately, Korea was simply annexed by Japan in 1910. As a result, unlike
the countries of Europe, there was no previous Foreign Minister or Ambassador to the
United States to sign such a favor FDC, so it may have seemed pointless to have PMG
Walker sign it instead.

Besides the Overrun Countries favor FDCs sent out by Deputy Third Assistant PMG
Roy North, PmG Frank C. Walker also mailed out favor FDCs on official stationery. These
typically came with printed Post Office Department notices about the stamps instead of
letters. My example for the Korea Overrun Countries stamp sent to Mrs. W. W. Howe
with enclosed notice is shown in Figure 3. She was the wife of the former First Assistant
Postmaster General William W. Howes. The notice simply reprints information provided
in the Postal Bulletin of October 13, 1944.
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«Reprint of notice which appeared ™ THE POSTAL BULLETIN OF OCTORER 13, 1944"

INSTRUCTION OF
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
—_—

KOREA COMMEMORAT!VE STAMP

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are advised that &
s-cent postage stamp honoring Korea will be first placed on sale November
2, 1944, ab Washington, D. C.

The stamp I8 0.84 by 1,44 inches in dimensions, arranged horizontally,
and issued in sheets of 50. 1t will be printed by the American Bank Note
Co., New York, N. Y. The central design depicts the flag of Independent
Korea in natural cclors——white, blue, and red—with the name Korea”
printed underneath. The frame and other particulars are identical with
the 1943 series of overrun countries stamps.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations may send 8 limited
number of addressed envelopesy not in excess of 10, to the Postmaster,
Washington 13, D. C., with cash or money-order remittance t0 cover cos!
of the stamps required for affixing. Postage stamps and personal checks
will not be accepted in payment. Covers should pe of ordinary letter size,
and each envelope must be property addressed, allowing space for appli-
cation of the stamps and postmark. An enclosure of medivm weight
should be placed in each envelope and the flap turned in or sealed.

Requests for uncanceled stamps must not be included with orders for
frst-day covers to the postmaster at Washington. For the penefit of col-
Jectors desiring stamps of selected quality for philatelic s, the Korea
commemomtive stamp will be placed on eale at the Philatelic Ageney,
Washington 25, D. C., on November 2, 1944. To insure prompt shipment,
mail orders to the Agency must exclude other varieties of stamps. The
Ageney does not service first-day covers- 7

Postmasters at direct- and centml—a.c-couming offices May submit separate
l‘equisiﬁons, on form 3201-A, for & small supply of the 5-cent Kored stamp,
endorsed “Korea.” Postmasters are cautioned not to place this stamp OB

sale before November 3, 1944, Postmasters at districm—accounﬁng offices
may obtain limited quanv,itiee of these stamps by requisition on the central-
accounting post office.

sora0re (Bd. 5,000) 4, 5. GOVERRNENT FRINTIXG orricE: 1944

&5 UNITED STATES BOSTAL

Mrs. ‘{5 W. Howes,
35 ertle Street, N. W
ashington 12, D: Li

Figure 3. Fav
. Favor FD ;
stamp. c on official PMG stationery with enclosed
ed notice for the K
orea

Other FDC
s for the Ko

tionery. M rea Overrun Countri

- . My example on offici . ntries stamp were

C. O’'Mahoney that was Sentctlal United States Senate StaIt)iOner serflt out on official sta-

0 a constituent in Casper, Wyomiy ° 'Ui Senator Joseph
ng, is shown in Fi
gure 4.
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A member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, Sen. O’Mahoney knew about
stamps and the Post Office Department very well, since O’Mahoney had been Farley’s
First Assistant PMG in 1933, before becoming a Senator from Wyoming.

Alnifed Siates Denale

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

FREE

FIRST DAY QOVER

Figure 4. Favor FDC of the Korea Overrun Countries sent on official stationery of US Senator Joseph
C. O’Mahoney.

Among the commercial cachets created for the Korea Overrun Countries stamp, is
the Anderson cachet on my unaddressed first day cover franked by a corner margin block
of four shown in Figure 5. Note that this cachet describes how “Korea has been under
the yoke of Japan by increasing degrees since 1895 when China renounced her claims
to sovereignty.” Also note “KOREA” offset printed in black in the upper right margin of
the “plate block.”

B S A S
KOREA HAS BEEN UNDER. THE YOKE OF JAPAN BY IN-
CREASHIG DEGREES SINCE 1895 WHEN CHINA RENOUNCED
HER CLAIMS TO SWEEEIgNT\!MAKING KOREA INDEPEN-

OF KOREA HAVE BEEN REDUCED A
O
€ TOWARD THE DEFEAT OF JADAN AND ULT-
MATE LIBERATION FROM JAPANESE CONTROL.

Figure 5. FDC with Anderson cachet for the Korea Overrun Countries stamp.

In Figure 6, I show an example of airmail usage of the Korea Overrun Countries
stamp on my wartime cover posted from a Lt. Colonel stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland,
to his wife in Portland, Oregon, shortly before Christmas in December 1944. This cover
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provides a poignant reminder of wartime separations at the holidays. Note the addition of
a 3¢ Telegraph commemorative postage stamp to make up the then current 8¢ airmail rate.

LY bt é,W\/,;‘. :
Gz 0. dOK, Ron§ ., D7,

PAe oo - G. Pewsle, Pl

Ps . yv[;wwz/é. blav,d,.
/630 & %/L%m /4?4)
Foititant (1),
%wv'.

Figure 6. Airmail cover franked with Korea Overrun Countries stamp, December
1944.

Finally, it should be mentioned that the Korea Overrun Countries stamp was
removed from sale at the Philatelic Agency on December 30, 1944. This gave it the
shortest sales life of any of the Overrun Countries stamps, creating somewhat of a furor
in philatelic circles. While collectors and philatelic writers appealed to the Post Office
Department to order additional stamps to be printed, this was rejected, and thus, the
tenure of the series of Overrun Countries stamps came to a rather sudden end.?

Nonetheless, these colorful stamps have long been popular with collectors, and
in the words of Ken Lawrence, for beginning stamp collectors, these stamps are “often
among their first prized acquisitions.” Even now, as I flip through the pages of my repre-
sentative worldwide stamp collection, I must say that the page with Overrun Countries
stamps really stands out.

References

1. Brian C. Bauer, Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Stamps of the United States 193345, Linn’s Stamp News:
Sydney, Ohio 1993, pages 297 and 331-332.

2. Paul M. Holland, “The 1944 Philippines Resistance Stamp,” The United States Specialist, May 2020,
pages 228-231.

3. Max G. Johl, The United States Commemorative Postage Stamps of the Twentieth Century: Volume IT
1935-1947, H. L. Lindquist: New York, 1947, pages 240-243.

4. Sol Glass, “The Overrun Nations Series, The Flag Stamps,” The Stamp Specialist: Coral Book, H. L.
Lindquist, New York, 1945, pages 41-44.

5. Ken Lawrence, “U.S. Stamps That Went to War” January 1998 American Philatelist, pages 48—74.



Great Collections have
ONE NAME in common

ST AUCTION GALLBRITS / o ¥ bt

Bleckwenn Eubanks

Kramer Gross

Siegel offers unparalleled expertise, a worldwide client base,
financial reliability, intelligent marketing, and the best internet
resources of any philatelic auction house. Contact us today to learn
more about consigning with Siegel and ensuring your legacy.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
America’s premier stamp auctioneer since 1930

21 West 38th Street, 7th Floor New York, N.Y. 10018
Phone (212) 753-6421
Email: stamps@siegelauctions.com




12 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

From the Washington-Franklin Head Committee

Grayish Paper May Be a Legitimate
Variety, But the Genuine Article
Defies Identification

by Kevin G. Lowther
USSS # 14367 | ®klowther5@gmail.com

The Philatelic Foundation
o. m
SO1 Fifth Avenue o Suite 1901 0357308
New York, NY 10017 77,2600

EXPERT COMMITTEE

N

We have examined the enclosed item, of which a photo-
graph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

Liountry: UNITED | STATES OF AMERICA

Cat. No. __Issue | Denom. Color H
333a 1908 3¢ desp violet
Scuit’s unless aiherwise specified
3]
UNUSED O |

SCHING CLAYT POl
AND UWE GRE OF THE OPINION THAT:
; IT IS/ GENUINE PREUVIOUSLY HINGED SCOTT, 333

UARTETY, THICK GRAY EXPERIMENTAL PAPER. | » = & lu w /

. [ A

47461

‘ QQ\/ A
N _ A
E‘ For The Expert Committce
Chairman
“ertificate are not valid.
XTX TIX DI

Figure 1. The Philatelic Foundation in 2000 issued a certificate authenticating a 3¢ stamp as printed
on “thick gray experimental paper.” The person submitting the stamp had mistakenly described it as
Scott 333a, a listing which was then reserved for stamps thought to have been printed on China clay
paper, which had been debunked by Ted Liston a few years earlier.
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On December 21, 1908, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) took delivery
of postage stamp paper which was distinctly grayish. This was discovered by the late
Edward M. (Ted) Liston while researching BEP files in the National Archives in the 1990s.

Liston was looking for evidence supporting the existence of “China clay” paper.
Finding none and basing his conclusion on research on stamp paper production in
Maine, Liston declared that “China clay” paper resulted from dirty water used in the
manufacturing process. Liston’s research led to the delisting in 2009 of the China clay
variety in Scott’s Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers.

The grayish paper variety delivered to the BEP has never been listed in Scott. The
wood pulp used apparently had been unbleached and is believed to have been used to
test the cosmetic effect on stamp colors printed on grayish paper. The BEP and the Post
Office Department (POD) at this time were considering the use of colored paper to
enhance the appearance of the new stamps.

After employing the grayish paper in early printings of the Third Bureau Issue, the
BEP and the oD decided not to adopt it for stamp production. Many philatelists, however,
noting the unannounced appearance of grayish paper, concluded that the BEP was exper-
imenting. The coincidental trial of “blue paper” would have confirmed their suspicions.

The grayish paper, in effect, was mistaken as “China clay” after the PoD stated in its
annual report for 1909 that a high proportion of kaolin had been added in paper produc-
tion. Had there been no delivery of grayish paper to the BEP, we may wonder whether
there would have been any notion of “China clay”

Fo K

Those interested in the subject of grayish paper are invited to read my articles in
the March 2016 and April 2016 issues of the Specialist. I laid out the argument for the
existence of the grayish paper variety but suggested that further research was warranted.

In the March 2016 article, I quoted a letter by Albert J. Valente, which had been
published in the May 2006 Specialist. Valente, well-versed in paper production, wrote that
gray paper “has long been recognized as a distinct variety.” He noted that the company
that manufactured stamp paper in 1908-1909 was known to produce both bleached and
unbleached pulp. Liston’s research, he wrote, confirmed that “unbleached paper is not
as clean or bright as the bleached variety.”

Valente continued: “The manufacture and delivery of unbleached paper stock was
no accident, and so far as we know the BEP experimented with two kinds of . . . paper,
one blue and one gray. The gray was rejected, likely for aesthetic reasons. .. >

If we accept Liston’s claim that a batch of grayish paper was delivered to the BEP,
we have to presume that it was quickly used in the printing of at least some of the newly
issued Washington-Franklins. The BEP’s limited storage capacity did not allow it to hold
paper inventory in reserve. The grayish paper would have been used without delay.

To rule out the possibility of detectable differences in the composition of gray paper,
Harry G. Brittain, a usss member and forensic chemist, analyzed a 3¢ stamp (Scott 333)
certified in 2000 by the Philatelic Foundation as printed on “thick gray experimental
paper.” He determined that the paper—apart from being grayish—was no different from
postage stamp paper produced in late 1908 and early 1909 on wood pulp paper.
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

21 EAST 40™ STREET Ne. 9240892
NEW YORK., NX. 10016 5/16-31
EXPERT COMMITTEE

No. 01243630  11/29/2011
[T N

Professional Stamp Experts

P.O. Box 6170, Newport Beach, CA 92658 We have examined the enclosed item, of which a photo-

graph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

. Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Expert Committee
We have examined the enclosed item submitted to PSE, of which

an image is shown below, and are of the opinion that: e L el =

338 UAR. 1909 106 yellow
[ coit's unless olherwise specified.

1208 2¢  carmine

Cat No. Issue Denom. Color
Scott 337 1908 8¢ Olive green

(USD 150)

GRADE: XF 90, Mint OGh
10¢ 'ON GRAYISH PAPER & SINGLE 2¢ ON
“it is genuine unused, o.g., hinged, on experimental paper.” REGISTERED COVER, OUAL CANCEL, MAGENTA
ST. LDUIS PMK AT LEFT.

AND WE ARE OF THE OPINION THAT:

IT IS A GENUINE USAGE AND THE 10% STAMP, WHICH |
HAS BEEN REMOVED AND REPLACED, WITH A SMALL PIECE
QUT AT TOP RIGHT.

4 For The Expert Committee

arTING Chairman

oot

For The Expert Conmiittee

THIS CERTIFICA WATERMARK.

Figure 2. Professional Stamp Experts in 2011 Figure 3. Roy H. White, who was then analyzing
authenticated a mint single 8¢ stamp (Scott 337) stamps printed on so-called China clay paper,
as printed on “experimental paper.” received this Philatelic Foundation certificate

in 1991 describing the 10¢ stamp on cover as
produced on “grayish paper.”

Roy H. White, a scientist who studied the stamp paper used in this period, also
noted that “the fiber and chemical characteristics [of grayish paper] do not distinguish
[it] in any way from the normal all-wood paper.”

Yet at least three authenticating agencies have issued certificates stating that a stamp
was produced on “grayish experimental paper,” “thick grayish experimental paper,” or
simply “gray paper.”

In 2015, I queried four expertizing agencies regarding their criteria for authenticating
grayish paper varieties. The American Philatelic Expertizing Service (APEX) reported that
it did not offer opinions on Washington-Franklins which appear to have been printed
on grayish paper. However, a usss member reports having an APEX cert issued for Scott
335 on grayish paper.

Three agencies—the Philatelic Foundation, Professional Stamp Experts and
Philatelic Stamp Authentication and Grading—had issued certs for gray paper, but
did not provide criteria used to judge examples submitted. “The gray paper,” Philatelic
Foundation executive director Larry Lyons offered, “will be called as being different
from the blue”*
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Blue paper is easily detected. The
identifying rag content and specks of
ultramarine bluing can be seen under
high magnification. There is no similar
telltale, however, to detect gray paper.
This leaves philatelists in a quandary.
They believe that some of the early
Washington-Franklin printings were
done on the grayish paper delivered to
the BEP shortly before Christmas 1908.
But linking a grayish-appearing stamp to
that source is problematic.

Several certs are known to have
been issued and at least one collector
has paid good money for a certified
example. Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries endorsed the existence of gray
paper when it offered a mint single Scott
“333a” in its sale 1278 in March 2023. The
stamp had been certified in 2006 by the
Philatelic Foundation; it sold for $700
plus premium. In 2000, the Foundation
issued the cert in Figure 1 for another
3¢ stamp which was submitted as Scott
333a—a listing which had been reserved
for the now-debunked China clay variety.
The Philatelic Foundation did not label
the stamp as 3333, but as Scott 333 printed
on “thick gray experimental paper.”

Jim Kloetzel, Scott’s emeritus editor

@

The Philatelic Foundation

70 West 40th Street  15th Floor
New York, NY 10018

EXPERT COMMITTEE

No.

0398118
703

5421

graph is attached, and described by the applicant us follows:

Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Cat. No.

Tssue Denorm Color

b

1908

INGLE,
MACHINE CANCEL,

WE ARE

T IS A GENUINE
OPENING TEAR AT TOP RIGHT.

2¢ carmine

CHINA CLAY™
ON COVER

1903
WEST

PAPER,

10

OF THE OPINION

THAT :

THE C

USAGE,

For The Expert

Photocopies of this Certificate are not valid

VER WITH #

VERMONT
TOPSHAM

Committee
Chaizan.

uT.

E 091481

ARMSTRONG PHILATELICS
ETS ¥ ST e T

Figure 4. A dealer in 2003 submitted a cover
Jfranked with a grayish 2¢ stamp which was labeled
incorrectly as Scott 332b and described as being

printed on China clay paper. This variety had been
debunked in 1996 by research conducted by the

late Edward M. (Ted) Liston. The certificate failed
to note that Scott 332b was and remains the listing
for the rare lake shade.

who oversees US listings, has a single criterion for possibly listing a gray paper variety.
“It would be absolutely necessary,” says Kloetzel, “for someone to come up with the [BEP]
statement that these stamps were a real experiment on gray paper before they could even

be considered for listing."5

Contractors producing postage stamp paper for the BEP in the early twentieth cen-
tury avoided sending paper which did not meet the BEP’s exacting standards. It is signif-
icant that the BEP accepted the Christmastime delivery of grayish paper.

The BEP also had just received 10,000 sheets of “blue paper”—which it had not
requested—to be used experimentally. Rival paper companies were always looking for
an edge in competition for the BEP’s annual contract for postage stamp paper. That one of
them would have sent an ad hoc shipment of unbleached grayish paper is not surprising.

I have a vested interest in this matter. In addition to the cert for Scott 333 in Figure 1,
I have “gray paper” certs for Scott 337 and 338 (Figures 2 and 3, respectively). The stamps
are described as varieties. A few other certified examples are known. Two other members
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of the Washington-Franklin Head Committee, which was queried on whether they had
examples in their collections, responded affirmatively.

Scott for many years recognized the China clay variety on the strength alone of a
statement in the POD’s annual report for 1909. Ironically, stamps once thought to have
been printed on China clay paper may, in some cases, have been printed on the grayish
paper delivered to the BEP.

The evidence supporting the use of grayish paper in early Third Bureau Issue print-
ings is circumstantial, but weighs in its favor. We have Liston’s testimony; and we know
the BEP accepted delivery of grayish paper, which it could have rejected, but decided
to use.

There are two ways to verify stamps actually printed on grayish paper. A plate number
could confirm that a stamp was from an early printing. Dated covers are another option.
The sidebar discusses a cover which may well be evidence of the use of gray paper in
early 1909.

The cover in Figure 4, franked with a 2¢ stamp (Scott 332), was certified by the
Philatelic Foundation in May 2003 as printed on China clay paper. It was postmarked
on April 17, 1909, in Vermont. It conceivably could have come from an early printing.
Examination under high magnification ruled out the stamp’s being printed on blue paper.
However, the paper is visibly gray. The evidence, in this instance, is speculative.

What we are dealing with is a philatelic quark—something known to exist, but like
the elementary particle discovered by physicists in 1964, almost impossible to detect.
Endnotes

1. Kevin G. Lowther, “Experimental Paper Revisited, Part IT, As White and Liston Debunked China
Clay, Grayish Paper Looked More Intriguing,” United States Specialist, March 2016, p. 111.

. Ref1.

Ref1, p. 102.

. Larry Lyons to author, email dated November 6, 2015.

. Jim Kloetzel, email to author, May 6, 2024.

[V NSRS

’
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New issue service available.

Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

Expanded pricing, back-of-the-book,

QPé Scott A. Shaulis tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types
P.O. Box 549 .
, Murrysville, PA 15668 Rick Burdsall /APNSS
scott@shaulisstamps.com P.O. Box 1023

=== www.shaulisstamps.com Palatine, IL 60078-1023




JANUARY 2025 17

Sidebar: Range of Denominations on Grayish Paper Is
Consistent With the Color Trial Theory

Let’s accept that Albert J. Valente was correct in stating that grayish paper
was used to judge its effect on stamp colors. In that case, it is worth noting that
stamps certified as, or thought to be, printed on grayish paper appear on a range
of Washington-Franklin denominations. This is consistent with Valente’s assertion
that stamp colors were being sampled on grayish paper.

An intriguing example

is the EDU for Scott 340, the S\,  THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
. . : 21 FAST 407! STREET No.0262696
15¢ Washington-Franklin, # NEW YORK. N.Y. 10016 7/30/92

shown in Figure 5. The cover S  SFERTCOMMITIEE 3

was Prepared by Mllton i We have examined the enclosed ltem of which a photo-
. ! . graph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:
Whitney, a prominent phi-

latelist in Washington, and

Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

mailed to himself on March | cano isstie !l Denoni Blsios
340a 1909 15¢  ultramarine.
12, 1909.
PRl
The stamp had to have '
. SINGLE, "CHINA CLAY" PAPER, ON REGISTERED
been printed from one of COUER. 1905 WASHINGTON D.C. MACHINE CANCEL.
four plates which went | AND WE ARE OF THE DPIN!DN THAT :

to press at the Bureau of H
. . T/ 730 IGENUTNE USAGE o %« wiw 4 o xk wpeon
Engraving and Printing = - «
between January 8 and 14, ||
1909.! This is when the
grayish paper would have
been used. The cover is one
of several submitted to the
Philatelic Foundation by
Roy H. White in the early
1990s and certified as China

B, Ofeasceclile
For The Expert Committee

clay (then Scott 340a). T TNG Ohairman
For the moment, the === r=r=—r=moc .
Whitney cover may bear the

e . Figure 5. The Philatelic Foundation issued this certificate
only definitive evidence that ¢, Roy H. White in July 1992 with the opinion that the
grayish paper was employed  1s5¢ stamp was a genuine example of China clay. White’s
on early Third Bureau Issue name has been cut off, but the Foundation confirmed that
it was submitted by White during his research on then-
listed China clay varieties. The stamp was printed in early
Endnote January 1909. Milton Whitney, a leading member of the
Washington philatelic community, used the stamp on a
cover mailed to himself on March 12, 1909. It is currently
the earliest documented use for Scott 340.

printings.

1. Bureau Issues Association
Research Paper #s,
“Printing History of
Washington-Franklin 3¢-$5
Denominations,” March 1994.
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Vintage Photo of the Month

First Regular Airmail Service

by Rodney A. Juell
USSS #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

This month’s photo shows President Woodrow Wilson and Postmaster General
Albert Burleson, spectators to the departure of the first regularly scheduled airmail
service from Washington to New York on May 15, 1918. Shown above is a cover
flown on that first flight. The cover is autographed, presumably at a later date, by
James Edgerton, the pilot who flew the mail from Philadelphia to Washington that
day. The 24¢ stamp included Special Delivery service.
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Prexies / Liberty Series

Certified Mail: First Day of Rate Covers

by Stephen L. Suffet
USSS # 11381| % ssuffet@nyc.rr.com

CERTIFIED MAIL
N¢ 849129

MA]L Ralph Feller

W A
ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁé&%ﬁﬂ?&?ﬁe’sﬂ“ﬁf A §080Y all{-lzge Nv';.
FEE THAN THA FOR VALUABLE MAIL oY ton B R
ON H‘CHAN| bE NWNV BE CLAIMED (N
GASE OF LOSS. -SENT THROUGH REGULAR NAIL
SUINELS VNG SECUL SECUDITY 0UAGD.
CERTIFIED MAIL PROVIDES DROGF OF OELIVED)

OF
SVAQECERT WHICH S KEBT ON FILE FOR S
MONTHS IN THE POST OFFICE OF DELIVERY.

Figure 1: A typical 15¢ certified mail stamp first day cover, this one with an
Anderson cachet. The 3¢ commemorative paid the letter rate postage. Washington,
DC, June 6, 1955.

Certified mail service began in Washington, DC, on June 6, 1955, as a less costly
alternative to registered mail when neither high security handling nor indemnification
forloss was needed. The following day the new service became available throughout the
rest of the United States, its military post offices, and its possessions. The initial certified
mail fee was 15¢ in addition to the surface or air mail postage. From its introduction,
certified mail has always been a strictly domestic service.

Covers showing the first day of certified mail service used from Washington, DC,
are very common because the 15¢ certified mail stamp, Scott FA1, was issued in that
city on June 6, 1955, and there is no shortage of first day covers. Figure 1 shows a typical
example with an Anderson cachet.



JANUARY 2025 21

Clifford S.Hortou
"Post Qffice
Springfield,Ohie

CERTIFIED MAIL
N¢ 75939%

Roger W.Horton
725 W.Second St.

Springfield,0hie

Figure 2: First day of certified mail service outside Washington, DC. The 15¢
Presidential Series stamp paid the certified mail fee while the 3¢ stamped envelope
paid the letter rate postage. Springfield, Ohio. June 7, 1955.

Covers showing the first day of certified mail service from elsewhere are decidedly
scarce. The cover pictured in Figure 2 is an example. It was used locally within Springfield,
Ohio, and postmarked on June 7, 1955. The 15¢ Presidential Series stamp paid the certi-
fied mail fee, while the 3¢ stamped envelope paid the one-ounce surface letter rate for
atotal of 18¢.

While the Liberty Series began to supplant the Presidentials in 1954, the 15¢ Liberty
Series stamp did not appear until late in 1958. Meanwhile, the 15¢ Presidential remained
in production, and it continued to be shipped to post offices into Fiscal Year 1960, which
ran through June 30 of that year. It was, therefore, the only 15¢ definitive stamp currently
available when certified mail service began.

That was still the case when the certified mail fee rose to 20¢ on July 1, 1957. Figure 3
pictures a cover postmarked on that date. However, instead of a 15¢ Presidential, a 15¢

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

56 PRrOSPECT STREET
HARTFORD 2, CONNECTICUT

Mr. H. P. Atherton
5 Yale Street
Holyoke, Mass.

CERTIFIED MAIL
No. 803328

Figure 3: First day of 20¢ certified mail fee. Letter rate postage was still 3¢ so the
two stamps paid a total of 23¢. Hartford, Connecticut. July 1,1957.
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certified mail stamp paid three-quarters of the new certified mail fee, while an 8¢ Liberty
Series stamp paid the remaining s¢ of the fee plus the 3¢ letter rate for a total of 23¢.

The certified mail fee next changed on March 26,1966, when it increased to 30¢. By
that time the domestic surface letter rate had risen to 5¢ per ounce. Do first day of rate
covers exist for the 30¢ certified mail fee? I suspect that they do, although I have never
owned one.

Editor’s Note: An earlier version of this article appeared in the Summer 2021
issue (#94) of The Prexie Era, the newsletter of the United States Stamp Society
Presidential Era Committee. It will be the first in a series of occasional “show and
tell” articles exploring the first and/or last day of postal rates.

References:

1. The information about the postal rates and their respective dates can be found in U.S. Domestic
Postal Rates, 1872-2011, Third Edition, by Henry W. Beecher and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz
(American Philatelic Society: Bellefonte, Pennsylvania; 2011).

2. Information about the 15¢ Presidential Series stamp is from The Prexies by Roland E. Rustad, edited
by Leonard Piszkiewicz (Bureau Issues Association: Belleville, Illinois; 1994.).
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Modern Postal Forgeries

Pep Pills, Porn and Postage Stamps:
1983 Counterfeiting of
the 20¢ Flag

by Tim Lindemuth
USSS # 10888 | & timlind@ksu.edu

Figure 1. James Allen Croy.

Two decades after the mastermind behind the counterfeit 20¢ Flag stamp of 1983,
James Allen Croy (Figure 1), was sought again by the FBI for other con jobs on the
nationally televised program America’s Most Wanted, not once, not twice, but three times.

Long before Croy, then 45, convinced a commercial printer in suburban Los Angeles
to print more than 6.85 million bogus 20¢ Flag sheet stamps, he had been in and out of
jail in several states. For example, The Atlanta Constitution reported in July 1966 the arrest
of then 28-year-old Croy and a 19-year-old college student for manufacturing and selling
fake pep pills in Georgia using caffeine and sugar, imprinted with McNeil Laboratories.
At truck stops a bottle of 1,000 pep pills sold for $60.
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Croy served two years in Terminal Island Federal Penitentiary in Los Angeles for
the 20¢ Flag stamp counterfeiting conviction. He immediately returned to crime, con-
ning $400,000 from 150 investors by selling fake shares of ownership in thoroughbred
racehorses in Maryland, the Washington Post reported on July 22, 1986. The newspaper
stated Croy was previously arrested 22 times.

In his 2014 book, More Stamp Counterfeiting: The Perfect Crime, author Howard
Petschel presents how US Postal and Treasury Department investigators, the US Secret
Service, and the Los Angeles Police Department solved the case of $1.37 million of fake
20¢ Flag stamps—something authorities said was the largest stamp counterfeiting then
in United States postal history.

The Origin and Production of the Forgery

Making the bogus 20¢ Flag defini-
tive sheet stamps was seemingly the per-
fect con job in Croy’s mind. He obtained
mailing lists from California pornography
dealers, stuffed envelopes with fake adver-
tisements for scandalous films, and waited
for the money to flow into five rented
boxes at commercial mail drops—two in
the Las Vegas, Arizona, area and three in
the Los Angeles area. At the time of his
capture, only the Anaheim, California,
box was in use. Croy used five different
shell company names for about a year—
Canine Fantasies, C.F. Limited, Kings and
Queens, L.A. Stuart Company, and R.B.
Company, reported Petschel.

To produce the forged stamps for his mailings, Croy recruited an accomplice,
printer Monty Clyde Haller Sr., 43, owner of God’s Speed Print Shop at 7933 Gloria
Ave., Van Nuys, California." (Figure 2) Using a street view of the online Google Maps,
this address on Gloria Avenue
shows an off-street location in a
one-story, nondescript building
of a Van Nuys industrial park. It
strikes one as a sleepy location
where shadowy counterfeiters
could work without attracting
much attention. (Figure 3)

Why the perfect con job?
Croy surmised no one was going
to run to the local police to com-
plain they ordered porn and did
not receive the product.

5 N

Figure 2. Monty Clyde Haller Sr.

Figure 3. The God’s Speed Print Shop was housed in this
Van Nuys, California, industrial park building.
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Unfortunately for stamp collectors, this same dynamic limits the supply of forgeries
for collectors. As Wayne Youngblood said in his Linn’s Stamp News Postal Counterfeits
column on May 20, 1991, “if the counterfeits were all used on pornographic mailings,
their chances of being saved (particularly on cover) are slim. This is because much of
that type of material is quietly disposed of by those who have an interest in it.”

Indeed, four surviving covers were seized by postal inspectors but not destroyed.
Petschel, in 2022, gave all his files to writer and philatelic researcher John M. Hotchner.
One of these covers (Figure 4) was sold to this author. It contains the fake advertising
for porn.

RB. Co
2170 Broadway #

&
i

I

Anaheim, CA 92804

UGENE HESIER
305 W CHAIN ROLKS 2D
GRANLTE CHIY IL 62040

Figure 4. One of four surviving James Croy covers bearing the counterfeit stamp and an address label
reportedly obtained from California porn dealers.

So, what foiled Croy’s “perfect” con job? Tagging. It was the omission of phospho-
rescent tagging on the fake 20¢ Flags that tripped up Croy and Haller. According to
Petschel’s account, a Mark II facer canceling machine rejected 1,200 letters as it processed
the mail at the Anaheim, California, Post Office. Mail handler Thomas Shugart noticed
all the rejected mail came from the same local firm, R.B. Company of 2170 Broadway in
Anaheim. He showed the letters to his supervisor, who agreed that something looked
suspicious. The cancelling machine could not locate any phosphorescent-coated stamps
on the 8% X 4Ys inch white envelopes.

They culled the entire lot and reported this to postal investigators. On March 14,
1983, postal inspector James G. Earnest and his supervisor W. Thornton checked the
mail with a black light and were satisfied the stamps were untagged. They also noticed
differences in the stamp’s flat-looking printing as compared to the intaglio engraved
originals, Petschel wrote. Thornton also had seen two previously suspicious rejected
mailings on March 7 and March ¢ from the same R.B. Company. The respective bundles
contained approximately 3,000 and 4,000 rejected letters from the canceling machine.

The letters went through further testing and examination at a postal crime laboratory,
Petschel said. Officials declared them counterfeit on March 24, 1983, and opened the
mail. They found the letters contained an advertisement for pornographic films.
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To locate the stamp counterfeiters, Postal and Treasury Department investigators

welcomed the help of the Los Angeles Police Department who had been investigating
arelated pornography case for about a year involving an individual named Walton Ray

Benton, Petschel said.
Croy named one shell company R.B. Company which matched his alias, Walton Ray
Benton. In his solicitation letters were pre-addressed return envelopes to send payment

to Ray Benton Co. of Anaheim, California. (Figure 5)

,) STOP!
RB ton Co- !
/ 217 C" Bay gfra‘roadwav
/" ANahgjp, ::J“U rh 92804 his letter !
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/ ~ur company
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Figure 5. The contents of Croy’s letters e — /
were a printed return envelope for the \\\\ /

shell company, Ray Benton Co., and an
advertisement for pornographic films.

According to Petschel, authorities staked out the commercial drop box facility wait-
ing for Croy to collect mail. They followed and lost sight of his car in L.A. expressway
traffic. Even after they attached a court-authorized tracking device to his 1971 American
Motors Ambassador while he was getting mail, he still shook off authorities. A few days
later, a LAPD helicopter picked up the beeping signal, and authorities arrested Croy at

his Huntington Beach, California, home. They arrested Haller the next day.
Croy was no petty street criminal. He was a lifelong con artist who was wanted for

jumping bond in Texas and Maryland. He was well-experienced running from the police,

a fact that also exasperated postal investigators.



JANUARY 2025 27

The Philatelic Press takes Notice

The Los Angeles Times on April 30, 1983, first reported

“the largest seizure of bogus stamps in the country.” That

was more than two months before Linn’s Stamp News

reported the stamp seizure on its front page with a two-

line, six-column screaming headline on July 4, 1983. John
Sicker wrote the article.

Linn’s printed a black and white photo of the 20¢ Flag
forgery stating, it “wouldn’t fool many collectors, but it
was apparently good enough to carry about 250,000 pieces
of direct mail promoting pornographic films.” According
to the article, “Linn’s sent a photographer to take pictures
of the fakes at the Los Angeles Secret Service office, where fli%::)euitz;’}ii%:fz:{ .
it was being held as evidence” against Croy and Haller. [, .- photographer s,}: ows

Indeed, the photo shows a crudely torn stamp per- crude perforations and torn
forated 9. (Figure 6) The fakes were printed on sheets of ~ separation.
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paper measuring 82 x 11 inches that were both gummed and ungummed. The sheets
of uncut fake Flag stamps were found in a 9 X 11 stamp configuration totaling 99 stamps
per sheet. (Figure 7) Others had 9o stamps per sheet. There were no marginal markings
as on real Federal Bureau of Engraving and Printing issued sheets.

A Second Forgery

This crude perforating, however, does not match other fakes used on Croy’s mailings.

His quest to make a fast buck by deceiving people leads this author to think he may
have directed Haller to produce more “realistic” looking perforated stamps rather than
stamps resembling crudely punched paper with an unthreaded sewing machine needle.

Hotchner said the crude Linn’s-illustrated forgeries have never been found in phil-
atelic hands. Petschel, a career US postal investigator, said it was his experience to find
commercially made perforators in the hands of printers making fakes. This matches
Croy’s quest for deceptive perfection as in the 1966 caper when he purchased a com-
mercial pill press to form more perfect-looking embossed pep pills.

The revised forgeries, used on the R.B. Company envelopes, incorporated a more
realistic 11-gauge hole punch. (Figure 8) The real intaglio printed and perforated stamp
is shown for comparison. (Figure 9)

Figure 8. The revised forgery, Figure 9. The genuine stamp with BEP-
used on Croy’s last mailing for produced perforations.

R.B. Company, have 11 gauge

perforations.

While the Linn’s images released in 1983 have been widely reprinted in philatelic
publications, these perforated 11 fakes are newly reported here.

Besides the omission of the phosphorescent tagging, Haller’s off-set printing press
and plates, used to produce the millions of fake 20¢ Flag stamps, lacked the design detail
achieved with the sharp, cross-hatching of the real intaglio printed stamps produced by
BEP. (Figure 10) The enlargement of the fake next to the genuine stamp clearly shows
the offset printing lacks the well-defined stars and stripes produced on the intaglio press.
(Figure 11)
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Figure 11. The genuine
intaglio printed stamps
have raised, well-defined
details.

Figure 10. The offset-printed
counterfeits lack design detail
and appear flat.

Do the Math

Itis hard to know exactly the number of fake 20¢ Flag stamps produced and postally
used. Start with the official reports released at the US Secret Service press conference
in Los Angeles when the counterfeiters were found and arrested. The numbers were
approximate.

The Secret Service claims it busted a counterfeiting operation that bilked the Post
Office of $1.37 million. Divide that by 20 cents, the cost of a stamp. That equates to 6.85
million fake Flag stamps. A sizable quantity that Croy intended to sell to businesses and
other criminals. Petschel wrote that authorities said an unknown amount of the fake
stamps were sold to local businesses.

They estimated Croy used $50,000 worth of counterfeit stamps on letters put into
circulation. Dividing that amount by 20 cents means 250,000 fake Flag stamps were used
on mail, matching the amount reported in Linn’s Stamp News.

Trials, Sentencing, and Time after Jail

Croy and Haller appeared in the US magistrate court in Los Angeles on April 29, 1983.
Bond was set at $100,000 for Croy and $50,000 for Haller. Both men were imprisoned
at Terminal Island Federal Penitentiary in lieu of bond. That is a low-security prison for
males located at the entrance of the Los Angeles harbor.

Asreported in Linn’s, both men pleaded guilty to the stamp counterfeiting in federal
district court in Los Angeles on July 26, 1983. Haller served one year of incarceration at
Terminal Island and was released on September 4, 1984.

Croy, however, had been wanted on a 1976 federal fugitive warrant out of Macon,
Georgia. For his part, Croy was sentenced to two years at Terminal Island and was
released on August 30, 198s.

Searching national newspaper databases for mentions of printer Monty Haller
turned up little information, suggesting he led a quiet life after prison. He died on
December 27, 2012.
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Not so for James Croy. Newspaper searches pulled up numerous acts of non-violent
crime, primarily cheating and swindling, more arrests and jail time. He was a man on
the run with no stable residency.

Using the alias Bobby “Reno” Livingston, he was wanted in Texas on charges of
selling unregistered securities, criminal activity and jumping bond. An office clerk’s error
allowed Croy to post a $5,000 bond to get out of a Houston, Texas, jail. He fled, and
police in two states hunted for him. His national notoriety grew when the FBI featured
Croy on America’s Most Wanted. Besides fake pep pills, stamps, and fake shares in race-
horses, he also peddled in art, cheating investors out of $4 million using fake collectibles.

Remarkably, Croy, now 69, remained a fugitive as late as October 2007, when poor
health finally caught up with him. According to online news reports, Croy fled to Georgia
in search of his second wife. While in Georgia, he experienced heart failure, collapsed
unconscious, and was taken to the intensive care unit of the Albany, Georgia, hospital.
There, he was identified, and the Dougherty County Sherift’s Office sent officials to
the scene. When Croy eventually regained consciousness, the sheriff extradited him to
Houston. He died there two weeks later, on November 10, 2007.

So ended the life of the mastermind behind the counterfeit 20¢ Flag stamp 24 years
earlier.

Notes

1. In the Petschel book, the accomplice’s name,
Monte Hailer, is misspelled as is the name of
his business, Godspeed Printing Company.
These do not match The Associated Press,
Los Angeles Times, and other published news

reports of Haller’s arrest and his business’ Ty
name. Chronicle
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The Great Americans

Great Americans Issue Part VIII—
Jack London Booklets

by Jay Stotts
USSS #10921 | = stottsjd@swbell.net

/2 Jack London
Great American Series

Jack London
. Great American Series

TWELVE -$4

twenty -five cent

Jack London
Great American Series

TWENTY $ 500

twenty - five cent

STAMPS

-----

Figure 1. Jack London booklets

The domestic letter rate increase from 22¢ to 25¢, effective April 3,1988, created the
need for booklets of 25¢ stamps. The public enjoyed the convenience of booklets, and the
Great Americans Series already had a 25¢ design, the Jack London stamp, so the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing (BEP) produced Jack London booklets.

The United States Postal Service (Usps) elected to have the Bureau produce booklets
in three counter values: $1.50, $3.00, and $5.00. This provided maximum flexibility to
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meet customer demands. The Jack London booklets were issued on May 3, 1988, in San
Francisco, birthplace of John Grifhith Chaney, better known as Jack London.

Booklet Covers

Each booklet cover was

o
printed in a different color =————————  Collect 8 x 10%"
= Souvenir Pages
scheme. The $1.50 and $3.00 G— with stamps and “First Day of Issue”
. . O-= cancellations available for all stamps,
booklet covers were printed in I——  osigned for albums or framing. You will
) P e—  reCeive a Souvenir Page for every future
different arrangements of brown e stamp issua for $1.00 6ach (some pages
o] s Lol oot
and blue on offset presses. The % efbod) oy sending 2500 depost win
. order form on reverse. r, 1or
$5.00 booklet cover was printed w a preview of this exciling e,
f 1 d . .~ program, return the coupon
- on reverse for a free H
ona (Zlur color preSS, pro uCIIIllg a Soivenir Poge, tam i
more distinctive cover. The three o

covers are shown in Figure 1. The
$1.50 and $3.00 covers are known
printed on both dead (non-fluo-
rescing) and fluorescing card stock. The $5.00 cover stock is fluorescent.

The back cover of each of the three booklet types contained an advertisement for
collecting Usps 8 x 10%2 inch Souvenir Pages and a Universal Pricing Code to accommo-
date retail sales. The back cover of a $5.00 booklet is shown in Figure 2. Figure 3 shows
the inside covers from a $1.50 booklet with the stamps removed but with the attaching
selvage still present. The inside of the back cover of each booklet had an application form
for signing up for a subscription to receive USPs 8 x 10%2 inch Souvenir Pages.

Figure 2. Back outside cover of a $5 booklet.
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Figure 3. Printing on the inside of the booklet covers.

Pane Sizes

$1.50 booklets contained one booklet pane of six stamps, and $3.00 booklets con-
tained two panes of six stamps. $5.00 booklets contained a pair of booklet panes with
ten stamps each.

The six-subject panes were produced from printing sleeves that fit both the Bureau’s
C and D printing presses. This series of articles has not discussed these two presses yet,
but will in a future chapter. The sleeve printed 144 panes per revolution, a total of 864
stamps. The layout was 18 stamps wide (6 panes wide) by 48 stamps (24 panes) around
the circumference. A one-millimeter sleeve number appeared in each pane’s selvage.
The size of the sleeve number was kept very small to avoid triggering the electric eyes
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in the Goebel booklet forming machinery. Bars were s ————

printed in the margins to trigger the perforating func-

tion. Figure 4 shows a pane of six stamps. I
The A Press was used to print panes of ten sub- 3 17”5‘ 5 l255‘

jects for the $5.00 booklet. Figure 5 shows a mock-up %@f My % i)

-5 oy -$ oy
produced to illustrate the plate layout for the A Press. %\;&J e ﬁ\.;:"{ >
Two such sleeves were made and numbered sleeve1 | (4 .
and sleeve 2. Forty panes of ten stamps were arranged | Jack London  Jack London
on the sleeve with 20 of them inverted. This allowed =~ °®°"*®®'°i®  **°r**
the “top” of each pane to include a selvage margin %%,x, o 25 77 25
which was used to attach the pane to the booklet. e

As with the six-stamp panes, each 10-stamp
pane included a small sleeve number in the margin.
As the mock-up shows, the four panes at the center
included a portion of a crow’s foot in their margins.
The center crow’s foot was used to help trigger the
electric eyes used during the sheeting process. This
is the process where the A Press web is cut into
400-subject sheets as shown in the earlier mock-up.
Figure 6 shows a booklet pane of ten stamps and
the small one-millimeter high sleeve number 2.
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Figure 4. Booklet pane of six printed

for $1.50 and $3.00 booklets.

Figure s. Plate layout of

London booklet panes of
10 subjects.
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Figure 7. Location of the center crow’s foot on four
neighboring booklet panes.

Figure 7 illustrates four 10-subject booklet panes
arranged as they would have been printed, featuring the
center crow’s foot marking. The open space between
the four panes represents paper from the printed web
that would have been discarded after the panes were

perforated and trimmed.

Two additional crow’s feet were also printed, one
in the left margin and one in the right margin. These
were later trimmed off and discarded and are not known to exist on surviving booklet
panes. It would take a significant booklet pane-cutting shift for one of these side mark-

Tagging, Perforating and Booklet Construction

As with the other issues of the period, the individual stamps of each pane were
overprinted with a large block 21 x 19 phosphor tag. Figure 8 illustrates a representative
tagging example of a booklet pane of six. Tagging shifts exist, and a representation of an
existing vertical tagging shift is shown in Figure 9.
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Figure 8. Illustration of large block
tagging on a six-subject booklet pane.

Wallace Cleland wrote about a Jack London
booklet tagging error on page 362 of the August 2000
issue of The United States Specialist. The short article,
titled “Tagging Error on Jack London Book Pane,”
told about a pane of 10 printed from sleeve 2 where
the large block tagging was indexed down one row of
stamps, resulting in tagging omitted on the top pair of
stamps. This variety is listed in the Scott Specialized
Catalogue as number 2182g.

Perforating for the 10-subject panes was done
on the Eureka Perforator, so the booklet panes fea-
ture bullseye perforations running down the center
column of each pane. The perforation gauge is 11.25.
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Figure 9. Illustration of a vertical

tagging shift on a booklet pane of 10.

Perforation shifts are also known on these booklets. The perforation gauge on the
six-subject panes differs because these panes were perforated on Goebel booklet forming
machines and is gauge 10 X 9.75. In a continuous operation, the Bureau’s Goebel booklet
forming machines formed the stamps and covers into the $1.50 and $3.00 booklets.
The $5 booklets were made in a different process because the Bureau’s Goebel book-
let-forming machines were reportedly running way behind schedule (by some 40 million
booklets per year). After being cut into 400-subject sheets in the sheeter operation, the
sheet was split into four 100-subject “sides” (a term used by a Bureau spokesman). The
“sides” were the four horizontal rows of panes shown in our mock-up, oriented by the
direction of the panes in that row. Two sides and the cover stock were folded, collated,
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and formed into a package of ten uncut booklets, and then the edge was glued. Trimming
and slitting followed, creating individual booklets.

The Stamp-Ad, Inc. Campaign

Stamp-Ad, Inc. of Houston, Texas, originated the idea of combining discounted
stamp sales with supermarket saving coupons into coupon booklets. The program was
publicly explained in newspaper articles throughout the country on February 22 and
23, 1988. The grocery store chain Safeway began selling booklets filled with price-oft
coupons on national products in Washington, DC, and Baltimore. Also included in the
coupon booklet was a booklet of stamps. The price for the coupon booklet in those early
announcements was $4.00, but the booklet of stamps cost $4.40 retail. This was during
the waning days of the 22¢ domestic letter rate period, so we can speculate that the
coupon booklets included $4.40 Seashell booklets. The coupon booklets were physically
sized to slide into the cover of a checkbook.

Sales of these combined discounted stamps, and national product coupons were
limited to one per family per store visit. Stamp-Ad printed and coordinated the coupon
booklets and paid full price for the stamps. When asked about the discount sale of
postage stamps, Charles Hughes, retail sales manager for the usps, responded, “As far
asI'm concerned they can give them away” He added, “For us, it’s a very successful way
of getting stamps into hands of people.”

Figure 10. Kroger Stamp-Ad booklet from 1988.

After the domestic letter rate increased to 25¢ in April, London booklets were fea-
tured in the coupon booklets. Figure 10 shows a coupon booklet put together for the
Kroger supermarket chain. It carried a $2.75 cover charge.

Figure 11 shows the booklet opened to the first page. A $3.00 London booklet was
pasted onto the back of the front cover. So, in this case, the purchaser bought $3.00
worth of stamps for $2.75, essentially receiving one free stamp, as many grocery chain
advertisements promoted in their newspaper ads. The first page of the coupon booklet
helps explain the concept. Figure 12 shows a table of contents for the coupons for national
products available in the Kroger coupon booklet.

The program seems to have disappeared as quickly as it arrived. Although the idea
of discount postage would have appealed to almost any consumer, if you purchased
booklets at a weekly pace, it is likely that the stamps would have accumulated at a higher
rate than you would have used them. Discount grocery coupons were still available in
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TWELVE § 300

twenty - five cent

STAMPS

Thank you for participating in STAMP-ADventure.

This book has already saved you 25 cents on postage stamps alone, and the manufac-
turer’s cents-off coupons will stretch your grocery budget even more. Your STAMP-AD
book fits into your checkbook cover where it’s convenient. Neat. And always with you
when you need it.

These advantages of STAMP-ADventure now are yours. The investment of many mer-
chants has made your savings possible. Please support them with your patronage.

And welcome to a great new concept in economic shopping!
©1988 Stamp-Ad, Inc.

Figure 11. Kroger Stamp-Ad booklet showing the $3.00 London
booket.

The following products may be purchased with coupons in this book. To aid you in
locating coupons, the products are listed below in the same order as the coupons:

1. Kraft Velveeta Cheese 9. Creamettes Pasta 18. Santitas Chips/Frito-Lay
Spread 10. Colgate Toothpaste Dip

2. Kleenex Tissues 11. Holly Farms Chicken 19. Eagle Snacks Peanuts

3. Eagle Snacks Potato Chips 12. Deli-Fresh Pasta 20, Northern Bathroom Tissue

4. Hillshire Farm Sausage 13. Spotlight Bean Coffee 21. Mr. Big Paper Products

5. Suddenly Salad 14. Sparkletts Drinking Water 22. Oscar Mayer Bacon

6. Big K Soft Drink 15. Dry Idea Deodorant 23. Kool-Aid Koolers Drink

7. Post Natural Bran Cereal 16. Armour Hot Dogs 24. International Bazaar Product

8. Luvs Deluxe Diapers 17. Rice-A-Roni Varieties 25. Tidy Cat Cat Box Filler

N e T LN - — . T R e =)

SAVE 25¢
on
VELVEETA

Pasteurized Process
Cheese Spread

Figure 12. List of coupons in the Kroger Stamp-Ad booklet.
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local newspapers multiple times per week, and these often more than justified the cost
of a newspaper subscription, so many consumers may have balked at paying for the
coupon booklets over time.

Dummy London Booklets

After the Jack London booklets were taken off sale, the Dummy Booklet Study
Group of the Bureau Issues Association learned that several dummy booklets were made
to test the new four-color Goebel booklet forming machine, but it was not until 2000
that these booklets reached collectors” hands. Apparently, the booklets were made during
testing at Goebel, GmbH in Germany, using materials supplied by the BEP.

Terry Scott reported the first of these booklets in his article, “New $5.00 Jack
London Dummy Booklet Confirmed,” on pages 274—77 of the June 2000, The United
States Specialist. Readers are invited to check out what Terry wrote in this article to
understand some of the details. There were two panes of 10 subjects in the discovery
booklet. The subjects did not picture the image of London but simply showed blue rect-
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Figure 13. Cover of the Jack London test booklet (courtesy of Terry Scott).
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Figure 14. Booklet pane from London test booklet (courtesy of Terry Scott).

angles representing each stamp. The cover closely resembled the $5.00 London booklet,
but the printed content on the reverse side of the covers was different. Terry provided
the next two illustrations, Figure 13 showing a cover from a test booklet and Figure 4.
Showing a test pane of 10 subjects.

The number “8” was added to the lower right corner of the cover. A total of 12 num-
bers ranging from 1 to 12 appear on test booklet covers. A number also appears in black
on the lower left stamp of each pane. In one series of test booklets, the number printed
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on the cover matches the number printed on each of the two panes inside. If the numbers
match, the Scott Specialized Catalogue listing is TDB36.

But, as Terry explains, there is another set of 12 test booklets where the number
on the cover does not match the numbers on the panes inside. In this case, a booklet
cover with a “s” on the outside contains two panes with a printed “1” on the two panes
attached inside. Although mismatched, the numbers continue sequentially. Cover “6”
contains panes “2,” cover “7” contains panes “3,” etc., until cover “12” which continues

«_» « _»

the internal sequence with panes “8.” Then, cover “1” contains panes “9,” and finally cover
“4,” has panes “12.” The Scott catalog notes this variety, but does not assign it a number.
The panes have shiny gum and are untagged. In both sequences, it is likely that these
numbers reflected two different assembly sequences or processes Goebel tried during
the testing booklet forming processes.
In his article, Terry Scott covers all the differences between the original $5.00 London
booklet and the discovery dummy booklet. John Larson reported on more discoveries
in his article, “More $5.00 Jack London Dummy Booklets Reported,” on pages 377—78

of the August 2006 edition of The United States Specialist.

Summarizing the London Stamps

The 25¢ sheet stamp was over two years old when the postage rate changed in 1988.
The next domestic letter rate change became effective on February 3,1991, when the cost
of postage went to 29¢ for the first ounce. The $5 London booklets were withdrawn from
sale on December 31, 1990. The $3 booklets were withdrawn from sale on April 30, 1991,
and the $1.50 booklets followed suit on June 30, 1991.

The London sheet stamps would go back to press in 1993 in a different format because
25¢ stamps were useful, but booklets were never produced again using stamp designs
from the Great American Series.

Advertise in The United States Specialist

Cost Per Issue | ;. Size B.&W B.&W Qolor Cplor
(inches) 1issue 12 isssues 1issue 12 issues
Inside Cover 4.8x8.1 — — $345 $300
Back Cover 4.8%6.5 — — $345 $300
Full Page 4.8x8.1 $140 $120 $230 $200
Half Page 4.8X 4.0 $75 $65 $125 $110
Quarter Page 2.32X 4.0 $42 $35 $70 $60
Eighth Page 2.32X1.9 $24 $20 $40 $35

Deadline for ad copy is the 20th of the second month preceding the month of publication,
as April 20 for the June issue. There is a % discount for payment in advance or with copy. To
place an ad or for help with ad design, contact the Editor, Andrew Kelley, at (720) 839-5848
or editor@usstamps.org.
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Postal History

Fraudulent and Real Uses of Parcel Post
Postage Due Stamps from 1913

by Richard D. Martorelli

X rdmartorelli@gmail.com
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Figure 1. Cover with fraudulently added parcel post postage due, jQa2.

Historically, mail classification by the United States Post Office Department (USPOD)
is how pricing and service were organized. One of the more significant actions in this area
occurred in 1863. Mail was divided into three classes: (a) letters, called first class mail; (b)
newspapers and other periodicals, called second class mail; and (c) all other mailable
matter, called third class mail. Following that, the Mail Classification Act of 1879 made
four classes of mail that basically remained in effect until 1996. The 1879 Act kept first
and second class as defined in 1863. Miscellaneous printed matter, like advertisements
and circulars, transient publications, and pamphlets, remained as third-class matter.
Merchandise and other mailable matter (including books and materials for planting)
and any non-print matter formerly in third class was moved to a new fourth class, with
a new rate of 1 cent an ounce up to a limit of four pounds.

On January 1, 1913, the USPOD initiated Parcel Post, which was an expansion of
service in the fourth-class mail category. This service would provide affordable parcel
delivery to all Americans and expanded service for mail order shopping and delivery.
Prior to this point, private companies controlled package deliveries of greater than four
pounds and could limit their service or charge extremely high prices for delivery to rural
areas. The new Parcel Post program created a weight and distance formula for mailing
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packages up to 11 pounds, providing new access and opportunities for rural and urban
populations. Within one year, the weight limit for deliveries up to 150 miles (zone 1 and
2) had been expanded to 50 pounds and to 20 pounds for all other distances.

With the start of the service, the usPoD issued a set of 12 stamps specifically for use
as postage on all fourth class mail, as the PoD wanted to track the program’s revenue.
The pictorial centers (vignettes) on the stamps paid tribute to the postal service, manu-
facturing, and agriculture. One stamp, the 20 cent value, featured the first airplane ever
shown on a government-issued stamp. In addition, for the PoD’s use only, Parcel Post
Postage Due stamps were issued for use in the parcel service. All five of these stamps
were dark green with a large numeral indicating the amount to be paid.

Because of the success of the Parcel Post service, the PoD decided that it did not
need to track the program revenue by use of the special stamps. Accordingly, the rule
that Parcel Post stamps could be used only on fourth-class mail was ended on June 30,
1913. By order of the PoD, regular stamps could now be used on parcels, and Parcel Post
stamps could be used on regular mail until the stock of Parcel Post stamps ran out. Below
discussed are two examples of 1913 usage of these stamps.

A developing product in the late nineteenth to early twentieth century was coats
made by the impregnation of textiles with rubber or other products. Raincoats as we
know them were developed in England in the 1830s and improved in many ways over the
next decades. This included Macintosh raincoats with vulcanized rubber, Barbour jackets
made from cotton or blended cotton fabric impregnated with wax, and Klepper rub-
ber-coated cotton coats. The evolution of raincoats in the nineteenth century enhanced
their functionality and design and became accessible for individuals seeking both style
and practicality in wet weather conditions.

Asnoted above, merchandise, including samples, was categorized as fourth class mail.
A good way to advertise a product is by sending samples in different grades and colors
to businesses that would sell the product. The cover in Figure 1 is from the Goodman
Rainproof Coat Company, Chicago, Illinois. Franked with a one cent Parcel Post stamp
(Qu), it is canceled by a mute machine cancel of 1913 during the period when the Q1—Qi2
Parcel Post stamps were required for and exclusively used on Fourth-class mail. This item
is addressed to the Amana Society in Iowa, a German-descent community that lived
communally in a religious environment, practicing farming and industries to provide
for their necessities. They also bought what they could not make, such as waterproof
raincoats. This envelope likely contained small pieces of raincoat material along with
advertising. The envelope also has an auxiliary mark of “POSTAGE DUE 2¢” and a pen
canceled Parcel Post Postage Due stamp (JQ2).

Alas, what seems to be an absolute rarity is just a bit of chicanery. The American
Philatelic Expertizing Service certificate that I obtained after my purchase states: “Q...
used...on cover...genuine...JQ2 added after proper original postal use.” Additional
comments were made that there was no evidence that this was a “top-of-stack” cover,
no cancel on the jQa tying it to the cover, and that the gum had been soaked off of the
JQ2 stamp before it was applied to this cover. Also noted was that there was no obvious
reason for the postage due. The letter would have had to weigh three ounces to justify
the two cents postage due, and similar covers sent by other manufacturers at the same
time are franked with only one cent postage of Qu.
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PIONEER BUILDING

SEATTLE, WASH.

Figure 2. Use of parcel post postage due, JQ2, shortly after the Post Office
Department authorized the use of parcel post dues on non-parcel post mail.

The cover shown in Figure 2 parallels and predates the cover shown in the March
2024 issue of The United States Specialist. This letter was mailed in Seattle, Washington,
on July 6, 1913, franked with a two cent Scott 406, and addressed to downtown Seattle.
At this time, both the first class and local (carrier post office) letter rates were two cents
per ounce. Also, on the cover, there is a manuscript “Due 2¢,” and a red-ink precanceled
JQ2. Unlike the cover in Figure 1, the postage due stamp usage makes sense. The letter
appears to have weighed two ounces, but was prepaid only for one ounce. The short-paid
postage was two cents and collected by the jQ2 stamp. The standout feature of this cover
is the dating. The end of the restricted use of Parcel Post stamps was announced in the
Postal Bulletin on June 27, 1913 (Friday) to be effective July 1 (the following Tuesday).
This letter was postmarked on July 6 (Sunday) and likely delivered the next day. This
a very early authorized use of the Parcel Post Postage Due stamps on non-parcel post
mail. Similarly, as in Figure 3, in early July 1913, uses of the Parcel Post stamps (usually
the one cent Q1 or two cent Q2) are less frequently found.

Figure 3. Early use of parcel post stamp (Qz) on non-parcel post mail.
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Plate Number Report

compiled by Kim D. Johnson
USSS #7335 | westhomel@aol.com
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Thank You,
Healthcare Community
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COORDINATORS: Members are invited to report their findings to the appropriate coordinator.
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Great Bend, KS 67530 Rainier, OR 97048

This monthly report is used to update the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog.
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Report of the Executive Secretary
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED DECEASED
FOR NOVEMBER 2024 4999  Paul Newcomb
17589 Mark Fernau, Cambridge, MA 9679  Andrew Pitonyak
17590 Castor Kent, Athens, OH 14752 Ralph Calabrese
17591 Karl Pfeiffer, Stone Mountain, GA
17592 Douglas Weisz, Chicago, IL TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
17593 Catherine Boyer, Yuba City, CA October 31,2024 1411
17594 Jim Goldschmidt, Washington, DC
ADDITIONS:
APPLICATIONS PENDING New members 6
17586-17588 Reinstated 1
NEW MEMBERS Total +7
17580-17585
SUBTRACTIONS:
REINSTATED Resigned 13
Deceased 3
16580 Gary Overfield
Total -16
RESIGNED
13496 Stanley Sablak NET CHANGE -9
14814 Marc Achterhof
16284 Dennis Buss TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
16382 Ronald Kane
16392 Patrick Moore November 30, 2024 1402
16518 David Des Noyer
16665 Stephen Rose Annual Dues Renewal
16841 Mark Schwartz Thanks to all who have renewed their memberships. Payment
16969 Jeff Poeschl was due December 31. To avoid the “Dropping and Reinstating”
17216 Rob Sternberg procedures, please renew today! We all love to receive “real”
17358 Annamary Kennel mail, but it is more efficient for usss (and you!) if you pay
17397 Jim Stedman your dues online by PayPal, where a credit card option is avail-
17419 Dennis Cook able if you do not have a PayPal account. Simply log into your

account at USStamps.org and click the membership renewal

link. Questions? E-mail: execsecretary@usstamps.org
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Classified Advertising

USSS MEMBERS are entitled to two free ads of
up to 40 words each year. Other ads are 10¢ a word,
payable in advance. For 6 insertions, take a 5%
discount; for 12 insertions, take a 10% discount. Ads
with [1139] at the end expire with this issue. Make
checks payable to USSS. Send copy and check to The
United States Specialist, 9038 E. 25th Dr., Denver
CO 80238. Free member ads may be emailed to:
editor@usstamps.org. Emailing ads saves substantial
time for you and the Editor and avoids errors.

‘WANTED

BUYING IMPERF FARLEYS with GUM. All
offers welcome! Frank P Geiger Senior - APS Life
since 1968 and ASDA since 1974. Phone: 787-689-
6879-FrankPGeigerSr@gmail.com-PO Box 3442-
Pinehurst, NC 28374. [1150]

WANTED—PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR C-13,
C-14 and C-15 singles, both mint/used. Also interested
in multiples, flight covers, Zeppelin-related posters,
advertisements, etc. Graf Zeppelin specialist. Rob
Lehmann email: diecasttoys@yahoo.com or call:
240-422-0118. [1150]

PAYING TOP DOLLAR-SC#2720B 29¢ NEW
YEAR Rooster (No Block Tagging) with attached
ZIP Tab (single, block, or sheet). Fly Specking
Specialist of ZIP/ME Selvage Inscriptions.
judsonschultz@gmail.com 262-443-8554
(APS#166928). [1139]

WANTED-PHILIPPINES 326 (THE ONLY
Bureau-issued coil for the Philippines) on
cover. Do they really exist? Please send scan
and price to brj391@aol.com. [1139]

WANTED FOR EXHIBIT: COMMERCIAL USES
of the 1940 For Defense Set—cat # 899-901. Please
send scan and price to Robertsles@aol.com. [1139]

C18 USED WITH “A CENTURY OF Progress” cancel.
mullisen@sbcglobal.net [1139]

WANTED: USED U.S. OFFICIALS, BANKNOTE
period only, well centered and sound. Please
send scan and price to Bob Coradi, email
rgcoradi@comcast.net [1139]

RESEARCHER SEEKING OWNER(S) OF
Fourth Bureau Issue die proofs mounted on
approximately 3 x 3.5 inch cards without proving room
numbers. Appeared as a full set in 2/9/1972 Siebold
Sale 407. Jerry Katz email: jerryakatz@aol.com[1140]

WANTED TO PURCHASE #1053 HAMILTON
$S Commercial Usages. No simply registered bank
tags. Especially need use to foreign destination.
Also doing a survey so scans appreciated. Doug
Weisz weiszcovers@gmail.com, 773-914-4332.
33 W Ontario St. #48A Chicago IL 60654.
www.douglasweisz.com [1140]

SEEKING .PDF COPIES OF ANY ISSUE OF
Stamp Insider magazine. Thanks! Steve Billings,
sbillin9@bellsouth.net [1140]

WANTED CHAUTAUQUA LAKE AIRMAIL 1914.
Send scans or photocopies of both sides to Stephen
Reinhard, § Linden St., Garden City, NY 11530 or
stephenreinhard42@gmail.com [1139]

WANTED MEXICO AIRMAL THROUGH 1939.
Send scans or photocopies of both sides to Stephen
Reinhard, S Linden St., Garden City, NY 11530 or
stephenreinhard42@gmail.com [1139]

KOREAN WAR POSTAL HISTORY WANTED.
Also US Postal Countefeits, 1934, 1935, and 1939
Christmas seals tied to covers. John Hotchner,
PO Box 1125, Falls Church, VA 22041-0125 or
jmhstamp@verizon.net. [1140]

WANTED: 1950 KANSAS CITY CENTENNIAL
stamp (SC #994). Archival material, essays,
announcements, promotional items, EFOs, FDC
cachet artwork, rare FDCs, unusual commercial
usages and destinations needed. Send descriptions
or scans, and prices to Larry Ballantyne, email:
Iballantyne@att.net [1140]

WANTED - PHOTO COPIES OR PURCHASE
of Non-Philatelic covers with 80¢ Diamond Head
stamp. Plate Selvage with # MUST be attached to 80¢
stamp. Contact Krupnick - 2432 NE 22nd Terrace Ft
Lauderdale FL 33305 - cell: 954-547-0544 [1143]

WANTED. ESSAYS AND PROOEFS. Army
stamps of 1936-37. SC785-9. Nick Zais
nickzais@gmail.com [1139]

WANTED: BASEBALL ADVERTISING covers
up to 1970 and MLB Team cornercard covers up to
1939. Please send scan and price to Bob Coradi, email
rgcoradi@comcast.net [1139]

FOR SALE

SEND $3.00FORATYPEDLIST OFHIGH QUALITY
stamps. $5.00 off first order. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Reed Roholt, PO Box 1006, Beaver UT 84713[1144]

“FIELD GUIDE TO POSTAL USES” SERIES
1961, Prominent Americans, or Americana series.
3 ebooks, search online marketing for details
but buy direct and save on digital download
from rblanks_stamps@yahoo.com[1140]

LITTLE KNOWN SCARCER MODERN perf
variety—most collectors miss this one! 1596d XF
$20. Superb $30. Multiples available. R.J. DeHaas,
PO Box 397, Owosso, MI 48867 [1140]
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DIETZ CONFEDERATE STATES HAND-BOOK &
Catalog. August Dietz. HB 282 Pgs. with dust cover. 1959
Edition, supposedly the best. Good condition. $100.00
plus $5.00 shipping. John Marquardt-373-474-7254 or
jemarquardt@hotmail.com [1139]

U.S. CANCELLATIONS, SKINNER & ENO, HB 362
Pgs. Autographed by Skinner. Like new condition. $95.00
plus $5.00 shipping. John Marquardt-573-474-7254
or jemarquardt@hotmail.com [1139]

UN DEALER’S ESTATE ITEMS 1-345 SINGLE,
blocks, sheets FDC & S Cards items for trade
for US or foreign items. Also Geneva & Vienna.
Let me know what you have and need. Wear,
james.wear@gmail.com [1139]

COLLECTIONS IN SCHAUBEK ALBUMS—
Austria, Argentina, Belgium, Czech, France, Germany,
Hungary, Indonesia, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Russia, Spain, Yugoslavia dates 1850-1966 to
trade for US material. Details can be sent Wear,
james.wear@gmail.com [1139]

DEALERS AT UPCOMING STAMP SHOWS

SOUTHEASTERN STAMP EXPO JANUARY
24-26 one stop shopping US, Possessions, Canada,
BNA, specialized collections. Singles, Rare Plate
Nos., Coils, Booklets, Proofs, Specimens, Face Value
Postage & Postal History. Hilton Atlanta Northeast,
5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Peachtree Corners,
Georgia 30092. Lewis Kaufman & Roy DeLafosse,
845-794-8013 email: kerikl @aol.com [1139]

FIRST CENTURY STAMPS IS A MEMBER
of the Midwest Stamp Dealers Association and
participates in many of their regional stamp shows.
See the show schedule at msda.com [1140]
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Precancel Stamp Society

Interested in Learning More about Pre-
cancels? Request a copy of “The ABCs of
Precancel Collecting” and also receive a
sample copy of the PSS Forum, the Precancel
Stamp Society’s monthly journal. Contact:
Frank Bird ITI, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South,
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL 33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.

May 23— 30 2026

The Twelfth International Philatelic Exhibition
of the United States proudly presented by

26

at the Boston Convention & Exhibition
Center at the Boston Seaport
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Annual Meeting

Garfield Perry March Party
March 14-16, 2025

~. garfieldperry.org

* 38 Dealers
¢ 170 frames of exhibits
* FIP judging option

! i Exhibit frames fill quickly; register now

Strongsville, Ohio ar
-- Special rate: $114 per night (boo ok by Feb. 22) - i
Call 440-238-8800 for reservations
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United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Postage
Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories of the United States. Written
from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the
Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more.

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices
which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases,
the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to
help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in X 9-in.
Member Price: $39 US postpaid Non-Member Price: $43 US postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/
or by mail to: Executive Secretary,
P.O. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602
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United States Stamp Society

2020 Durland Standard
Plate Number Catalog

The 2020 edition the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog provides the most
comprehensive research source for plate number information on United States
postage and revenue stamps, including tax-paid revenue stamps, with listings for
- overprinted Possessions postage, Allied Military government stamps and other
‘back-of-the-book stamps, dummy and test stamps, mD1 "Blue Cover" booklets
and partial plate numbers on booklet and coil stamps. ‘

2020 Edition of the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog
448 pages available in Perfect Bound or Spiral Bound format.
Member Price: $40 US plus shipping Non-Member Price: $45 US plus shipping

Order Online at: www.usstamps.org/ store



