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2024 USSS Election Report
The October 2024 issue of The United States Specialist listed the Nominating 

Committee’s proposed slate of candidates to serve the Society as Officers and Governors. 
Election ballots were included in the Fall annual dues mailing. A total of 410 valid ballots 
were received by December 31, 2024. The results are as follows:

For Chairman of the Board of Governors	 Roger Brody		  403
For President				    Nicholas Lombardi	 403
For Vice President				    Jeffrey Shapiro	 	 401
For Board of Governor’s Secretary		  Joel Cohen		  400
For Board of Governors
Lynn Batdorf	 376			   Robert Rose		  376
Kim Johnson	 377			   Gregory Shoults	 381
Rod Juell		  394			   K. David Steidley	 374
Mike Lampson	 371			   Jay Stotts		  385
Leonard Piskiewicz	 386			   Steven Unkrich		  373
James Robinson	 372

All nominees are elected.
Respectfully submitted,
Bob Rufe
Executive Secretary

Jay Stotts Wins the 2024 Hopkinson Memorial Literature Award
Congratulations to Jay Stotts for being 

selected as the Walter W. Hopkinson Memorial 
Literature Award recipient for the best article or 
series of articles published in The United States 
Specialist in 2024. The award is presented annu-
ally and consists of an engraved plaque and 
honorarium.

Stotts’ contribution consisted of a series of 
papers published during 2024, which fell under 
the overall heading of “The Great Americans 
Issue of 1980–1999”. Stamps in the series began to 
be issued in late 1980, and new ones continued to 
be issued until 1999. The large number of issued 
stamps is certainly part of the depth needed to 
understand how, when, and why the various members of the series were issued. The 
complexity of the series was revealed by Stotts to go far beyond plate numbers and 

Society News

Jay Stotts
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positions and encompassed details of press types, margin imprints, and a multitude of 
other variations. It is fair to say that the scope of this research will serve to define future 
interest in this particular Great Americans series, the complexity of which far surpasses 
any of the earlier general series issued by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

The Stotts series began as Part-I with a June paper, which provided an overview to the 
series and to the specific papers to follow. The remaining papers in the series consisted 
of Part-II, “The Cottrell Press Printings” ( July), which was followed by Part-III, “The 
Dorthea Dix stamp” (August), Part-IV, “The Floating Plate Block Issues” (September), 
Part-V, “The I-8 Currency Press Issues (October), Part-VI, “The A Press Reconfigured 
Format (November), and Part-VII, “The A-Press Dollar Sheetlets” (December). What 
made the content of this series so remarkable was the depth of research and scholarship 
that was required to develop a history of this regular series.

The Hopkinson Memorial Literature Award selection committee consisted of the 
award winners of the past three years. Serving as Chairman for this year was Harry G. 
Brittain, who with Greg Ajamian and Bob Rufe, shared the 2021 award for their six-part 
series “Scott #C23c – The Whole Story.” The rest of the committee consisted of James 
Robinson (winner of the 2022 award for his paper “A New Earliest Date of Use? The 
1923 Fourth Bureau 2 Cent Flat Plate Booklet Pane”), and Andrew S. Kelley (winner 
of the 2023 award for his paper “Authenticating Scott 530c—Triple Impression on the 
Three Cent Offset”).

The award has been presented since 1954 in honor of Walter W. Hopkinson, a long-
time supporter of the Society and a specialist in plate numbers. His wife, Mrs. Constance 
B. Hopkinson, established the award based on her husband’s appreciation of philatelic 
scholarship. A list of previous winners of the award is posted on the Society’s website.

Stotts’ first three articles.
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Introduction
In the April 2024 edition of The United States Specialist, Andrew Kelley’s excellent 

article, “A New Type of the Retouched on Cheek Variety on Scott 528B,” discussed two 
types of the retouched cheek variety on the Type VII Washington head printed by offset 
lithography, Scott 528B. He concluded that the two types are the same variety and differ 
only because of plate wear. This article presents a very similar retouched cheek variety 
on the Type Va Washington Head printed by offset lithography, Scott 528.

Background
The retouched cheek on 528B is one of the most dramatic varieties on the 1918–20 

printings of the Washington Heads by offset lithography. The variety has been known 
since scholarship on the issue began, although an important error made by Donald 
Lybarger, and repeated ever since, is the claim that the retouched cheek comes from 
the eighth row of an upper pane.1 The stamp below it has a natural straight edge with a 
horizontal guideline, as shown in Figure 1, indicating that the retouched cheek stamp 
came from the ninth row of an upper pane, not the eighth. In his article, Andrew showed 
two varieties of the retouched cheek: a “light” type and “heavy” type. The heavy type 
shows more areas of color (ink) when superimposed over the light type.2 For purposes 
of this article, I will refer to the light and heavy types collectively as the “traditional 528B 
varieties.” Andrew posited that there are three possible sources of the light and heavy 
types including: (1) two completely different retouches on different plate positions on 
a plate or a master negative; (2) two different retouches on the same position; or (3) a 
single retouch, which underwent plate wear.3 He deemed the third explanation most 
likely, and the evidence for it was convincing.

From the Washington-Franklin Head Issues Committee

Newly Discovered Retouched Cheek 
Variety on Scott 528

by Vincent Centonze
USSS #12449 | mmcentonzevincent@gmail.com
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As a fellow Washington-Franklin Offset collector, I decided to re-examine my copies 
of the retouched cheek variety. Imagine my surprise when I thought I had found a com-
pletely new type of retouched cheek. It was stored with my other two copies of the 
retouched cheek along with a note that it was 528B. Unfortunately, my excitement soon 
turned to disappointment when upon closer inspection I realized that it was Type Va, 
Scott 528, not Scott 528B. Nevertheless, it was a bittersweet discovery, because while 
I would have preferred a completely new type of the 528B retouched cheek, lightning 
had struck twice producing an almost identical retouch on 528. Many of the same issues 
Andrew raised in his article are equally pertinent to the 528 retouch: What caused the 
flaw? Was it master negative-related, such as debris on the negative, or was it post-pro-
duction plate damage? Where did the retouch occur—on the negative or on the plate?

The Newly-Discovered 528 Retouched Cheek Variety
The block of six stamps in Figure 2 shows the retouched cheek variety on 528. 

Although quite deceptive at first glance, it is different from traditional 528B varieties. 
Unlike the retouched cheek on 528B, where we at least know the stamp is from the ninth 
horizontal row in an upper pane, we have no clues about the position of the retouch 
on 528. An enlarged image of the new retouched cheek variety is shown in Figure 3; 
an enlarged image of the traditional retouched cheek is shown in Figure 4. In the 528 

Figure 1. Retouched on cheek variety on Scott 528B, 
the “original” retrouched on cheek variety.
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retouched cheek, the back part of the lip and several rows of dots under the lip are missing, 
while lines and dots of the jaw and neck under the ear, as well as the ear itself, all appear 
normal. If the flaw was master negative-related, those areas were produced as usual by 
light that shone through the master negative and photographically etched the zinc plate, 
whereas the area of the lip and nearby dots received no light through the master negative. 
This would have likely been because of debris obstruction; the lip and nearby dots would 
never have been etched into the plate. Debris on the master negative could have caused 
an absence of color around the lip and nearby dots, and the central cheek. To retouch 
the stamp directly on the plate, the large central part of the cheek would have been 
repaired, but the lip and nearby dots would have been left alone. It is unlikely that the 
lip and nearby dots were eliminated by repairs made directly on the plate because such 
repairs would not have removed the lip and nearby dots, but rather would have created 
areas where ink would collect and color would be present. Meanwhile, the back of the 
jaw, neck, and ear were fine because master negative debris did not extend so far as to 
occlude that part of the vignette. However, on the 528B retouch, the lip and associated 
lines and dots are intact, whereas the back of the jaw, neck, and ear have been obliterated 
within the retouch. If it was master negative-related, the possible debris did not occlude 
the lip and nearby dots, but rather, occluded the jaw, neck, and ear, creating an absence 

Figure 3. Enlargement of newly-
discovered retouch on cheek on 
Scott 528.

Figure 4. Retouch on cheek on 
Scott 528B.

Figure 2. Newly discovered retouched on cheek 
variety on Scott 528
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of color necessitating a subsequent retouch in that region. It has been asserted that no 
such plate proof of the 528B has been seen showing a cheek flaw commensurate with 
the location of the retouch.4 The 528B cheek flaws could certainly have been created by 
post-production plate damage; the same can be said of the 528 cheek flaw.

Scratch on Face Connection to 528B Retouched Cheek
I believe there is an important clue related 

to the 528B retouch: the “scratch on face” vari-
ety. As shown in Figure 1, the stamp immedi-
ately above the retouched cheek stamp is the 
scratch on face variety. This stamp has a thin 
line of color which originates from the third 
shading line between the “S” of “U.S.” and 
the “P” of “POSTAGE” and continues into the 
vignette through Washington’s forehead, the 
back part of his eye, and cheek. It reappears 
in the bottom half of the “E” of “CENTS” into 
the lower frame line. Andrew mentioned this 
stamp in the caption of a figure he showed 
in his article.5 An enlargement of the scratch 
through face variety is shown in Figure 5. This 
variety has been noted by numerous sources, 
which were consolidated into the Encyclopedia 
of Plate Varieties on U.S. Bureau-Printed Postage 
Stamps, by Loran French.6 French cites authorities including Johl, who noted that the 
scratches found in this variety appear to stem from the 400 subject negative because 
they are seen to different degrees and on stamps with minor differences.7 I know of no 
previous acknowledgment of the adjacent proximity of the scratch on face variety to 
the retouched cheek variety prior to Andrew’s article, nor had any connection between 
the two varieties been drawn. The evidence for a master negative origin of the scratch is 
not totally compelling and Johl’s illustrations are not convincing that the stamps shown 
are even the same variety. While an emulsion scratch on the master negative could have 
produced a line of color, a scratch directly on the zinc plate certainly could have done 
the same. Because of the proximity of the 528B retouched cheek to the scratch on face 
variety, the plate maker may have inadvertently scratched the plate position above the 
retouch while effecting repairs.

Another robust examination of the proof sheets at the Smithsonian is warranted for 
528 and 528B. This might not only resolve the matter of the retouched cheeks, but for 
528B it might also clarify whether, as Johl and others contend, the scratch on face flaw 
was master negative-related.

Conclusion
There is a retouched cheek variety on Scott 528 of which the flaw and retouch may 

have had similar origins to the retouched cheek on Scott 528B. The Scott 528B retouch 
may also have been responsible for the scratch on face variety. Unfortunately, without 

Figure 5. Scratch on face variety, which 
appears directly above the retouched on 
cheek variety on Scott 528B.
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more information, we cannot tell how the flaws or retouches occurred on 528 or 528B. 
They may have been caused by debris on the master negative or by post-production plate 
damage. Finding plate proofs or even multiples with a plate number would go a long way 
toward answering these questions.
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This is the story of how a popular 19th-century American author came to own a 
collection of Newspaper stamp large trial color die proofs, and the complex trail of their 
ownership since. Thomas Bangs Thorpe was not known to be a stamp collector, but what 
once belonged to him has resulted in new listings in the 2024 Scott Specialized Catalogue 
of United States Essays and Proofs.

Col. Thomas Bangs Thorpe
Col. Thomas Bangs Thorpe (1815–1878) was the author of several popular books, an 

artist, a newspaper editor, a war correspondent, a postmaster, an abolitionist, and a strong 
supporter of the Republican Party from its earliest days. Thorpe attended Wesleyan 

Newspaper Stamps

Col. Thomas Bangs Thorpe and the Large 
Trial Color Die Proofs

by Chris Jenkins
USSS # 16951 | malton45@comcast.net

Figure 1. Col. Thomas Bangs Thorpe, courtesy 
Library of Congress.
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University in Middletown, 
Connecticut, but did not gradu-
ate. After moving to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Thorpe worked as a 
newspaper editor and accompa-
nied General Zachary Taylor’s 
forces in Mexico as a war corre-
spondent. He authored books 
including Our Army on the Rio 
Grande, and Mysteries of the 
Backwoods, as well as humorous 
short stories such as Tom Owen, 
The Bee Hunter and The Great 
Bear of Arkansas. He wrote more 
than 30 articles for Harper’s New 
Monthly Review, and in an era of 
political patronage, his associ-
ation with high-ranking mem-
bers of the Republican party 
contributed to a position for 
him at the New York Customs 
House. His political participa-
tion was ongoing, and he served 
as speaker at many events. The 
New York Herald of October 
10, 1873, reporting on an address Thorpe gave to the Women’s Centennial Association, 
described him as “…a hearty old gentleman with a sonorous voice and easy address.” 
As Thorpe’s patriotic speech to the group became increasingly enthusiastic, the report 
continued “ …he shook his head savagely and threw his arms about as if grasping for an 
invisible flag staff, and strode up and down the stage with a majestic strode [sic] glancing 
fiercely meanwhile at the ladies in the front row before him.”

The Large Die Trial Color Proofs
Based on an Act of Congress dated June 23, 1874, the Post Office Department was 

responsible for implementing a new plan for the prepayment of Newspaper postage 
by publishers. Under this system, a series of two cents through $60 Newspaper stamps 
would be created. The stamps would be paid for by publishers but retained in a ledger 
at the post office where the shipment originated. The new stamps were unusual, as they 
featured allegorical figures and were unlike any US postage stamps issued before or since. 
Differing somewhat from the other high values of the series, the $60 value featured an 
Indian maiden rather than a figure drawn from mythology. The $60 value plays a par-
ticularly important role in our story, which I will explain shortly.

With the need to create a complete series of 24 denominations, and with other 
work at hand, the Post Office Department and their contractor, Continental Bank Note 
Company, found time slipping away as the January 1, 1875, deadline for introduction of the 

Figure 2. Title Page of Thorpe’s 1846 Our Army on the Rio 
Grande from google.com/books.
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new Newspaper stamps fast approached. We are fortunate that some of the correspon-
dence between Continental and the Post Office Department was preserved in the Travers 
papers, now available online from the Philatelic Classics Society. That correspondence 
conveyed a sense of urgency on Continental’s part during the late summer and fall of 1874.

An August 27, 1874, letter from Homer Stuart, President of Continental, to E. W. 
Barber, Third Assistant Postmaster General, included the question, “Are you ready to 
give Designs for the Newspaper Stamps? By designs I mean general ideas of how you 
would like the design to be made-whether by Emblems or by Numbers.”

By early October designs for a few stamps had been approved, so a letter of the 8th 
from Stuart to Barber asked, “As some of the models for Newspaper Stamps meet your 
approval, shall we not start the Engraving in order to economize the time?”

On November 16, with engraving underway, Stuart wrote Barber a letter which 
states in pertinent part:

We have the honor to send you by this mail proofs in several colors of the $3, $6, 
and $9 Newspaper Stamps, proofs in Black of the 60, 72 and 96 cents stamps, and proofs 
in a few colors of the 12, 24, 36 and .02 cent stamps for your approval. The time is quite 
short and we would feel obliged if you would telegraph if any or all of them are approved.

* * *
We have done our utmost to push these stamps, and trust that they may meet your 

approval. As soon as we receive your approval, we will have 24 plates to make and it 
will be the utmost that we can do to get them done in time.

By November 20, the Post Office Department had yet to decide on the color of the 
stamps or the paper to be used.

On November 23, Continental transmitted trial color die proofs of the $60 value 
to the Post Office Department. Adding to Continental’s stress that day, the Post Office 
Department had requested plate proofs of all 24 values in each of the 11 colors, which 
would have totaled 264 plate proofs. Continental declined, stating, “We could not pos-
sibly do this in the time now left to prepare for this work”.

Continental forwarded die proofs of additional values on the 24th, 25th, and 28th of 
November. Finally, on December 1, the die proof of the $12 value was sent, completing 
the proofs of the 24 dies.

On December 2, A.D. Hazen, of the Post Office Department’s stamp division, sent 
Barber a telegram which began: “Have selected the colors for Newspaper stamps and 
will send proofs as soon as they can be obtained”. After discussing the paper to be used, 
Hazen continued “Printing of some of the denominations will be commenced tomorrow; 
delivery can be made the later part of next week. There will be no hitch in this business.”

Then only five days later, on December 7, 1874, Barber transmitted a set of trial color 
die proofs to Thorpe. The letter read as follows:
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Col. T.B. Thorpe,
				    New York City

My Dear Sir:
According to promise I send you the first proofs of the newspaper and periodical 

stamps.
Only one each of the minor denominations is sent because the only change in 

them is noted on the card.
Whatever information you may desire in regard to them may be obtained from 

Postmaster James much better than I could write it, especially in regard to the manner 
of their use and cancellation.

				    I am sir, very respectfully yours,
					     E.W. Barber
				    Third Asst. P. M.  General

The letter to Thorpe was not part of the Travers papers, but as I will explain shortly, 
it accompanied Thorpe’s proofs into the modern era.

The requirement in the letter that Thorpe contact Postmaster James for an expla-
nation of how the stamps are to be used is curious and suggests that Barber had little 
interest in any further correspondence with Thorpe. Importantly, Barber underlined 

the word “first” in “first proofs”. That underlined 
word may well play a role in subsequent events.

“Postmaster James” was Thomas Lemuel 
James, then Postmaster of New York City and 
future Postmaster General of the United States. 
In Stephen Fiske’s 1894 book, Off-Hand Portraits 
of Prominent New Yorkers, James was described 
as “always amiable, unaffected and pleasant” and, 
according to Fiske, “it is to those charming traits 
that he owes much of his success in life.” Fiske 
also wrote of James, “Few public men in the 
country have so many friends”. Thomas Bangs 
Thorpe must have been one of those friends.

The gift to Col. Thorpe was no small item. 
The proofs were in up to 12 colors for several of 
the higher denominations, and the combination 
of colors and denominations resulted in dozens 
of proofs. In fact, evidence suggests that Thorpe 
received a total of 89! One of the large die trial 
color proofs given to Thorpe, the $36 in green, is 
shown in Figure 4. 

Why Col. Thorpe?
During the 19th century, it was not uncommon for influential Americans to receive 

gifts of plate proofs and specimens based on requests to the Post Office. However, gifts 

Figure 3. A cabinet card of Postmaster 
Thomas Lemuel James.
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Figure 4. one of the 89 large die trial color proofs given to Col. Thorpe December 7, 1874.
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of large die trial color proofs, produced in extremely small quantities, would have been 
very infrequent.

Why was it that Thorpe, who is not known to have been a stamp collector and had 
no official involvement with the Post Office Department, was the recipient of such a gift? 
While it is impossible to answer that question with certainty, several possibilities exist. 
Thorpe and James had much in common. Although Thorpe was a more accomplished 
writer, James was also a successful newspaper writer and publisher.

Thorpe and James both worked at the New York Customs House during overlapping 
periods. As Postmaster of New York City and a future Postmaster General of the United 
States, James must have had enough influence to secure the gift for Thorpe, perhaps in 
recognition of Thorpe’s efforts on behalf of the Republican Party. The short time between 
the completion of the proofs and their transmission to Thorpe suggests the possibility 
that Thorpe was to write an article about them and faced some deadline. However, I 
have found no such article, and including trial color proofs would seem only to have 
complicated any written work.

The Ownership Chain
After the presentation of the proofs to Thorpe, the ownership trail disappears for 

several decades. The Clarence Brazer archive, also available online from the Philatelic 
Classics Society, contains a 1933 typewritten transcript of the 1874 letter from Barber to 
Thorpe transmitting the proofs. The source of the transcript is credited to Eugene Klien, 
a prominent Philadelphia stamp dealer. Because the original letter accompanied the 
proofs after Thorpe’s death, it seems likely that the proofs passed through Klien’s firm 
before their more modern history began. Klien’s firm handled the renowned collection of 
Joseph A. Steinmetz in several auctions between 1929 and 1931. Clarence Brazer wrote that 
one of those sales included a large quantity of essays and proofs, including Newspaper 
stamp material. It is possible, then, that Klien’s knowledge of the letter to Thorpe came 
via the Steinmetz collection, although that is by no means certain.

The proofs were well preserved and may have resurfaced at the 1945 Stampex show, 
where Charles Smeltzer, President of the Essay Proof Society, won the Brazer trophy for 
his exhibit of Newspaper stamp proofs and essays.

Then, in April 1956, Warner Kiefaber, also a member of the Essay Proof Society, 
presented a five-frame exhibit of Newspaper stamp essays and proofs at the FIPEX show 
in New York. The show catalog describes Kiefaber’s exhibit as “A specialized collection 
containing many items believed to be unique.” Several pages that were probably part 
of his exhibit have survived largely intact. They contained the first clue I found posi-
tively linking the proofs to Thorpe. The exhibit pages were mounted on gilt-edged Elbe 
Standard pages. In examining those Elbe pages, I discovered that they were embossed “W 
H Kiefaber, Dayton Ohio” in the left-hand margins. An example of one of the Kiefaber 
pages is shown in Figure 5. In addition to the large die trial color proof on the page, the 
page also originally contained a trial color plate proof near the top. Shown in Figure 6 
are two surviving unused Elbe Standard albums from that era, once owned by Kiefaber 
and still bearing his bookplate inside the front cover.

When Kiefaber’s collection was auctioned by H.R. Harmer Inc. in November 1959, 
the Newspaper section contained lot 1094 with this description:
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2c to 60c, the collection of 89 large die trial color proofs, on India paper, on cards 
(mostly large size), comprising the complete issue as listed by Scott minus only the 
36c dark carmine but including 6 unlisted colors, the majority of these proofs are said 
to be the only one of a kind or only 1 or two known, generally very fine; mounted and 
written up in two Elbe standard albums.................................................. PR9–32TC 1780+

Other than showing the $60 value as 60¢, the description of the lot was accurate. The 
surviving Kiefaber pages contain sequential penciled numerals in the upper right-hand 
corner of each page, with number 88 being the highest I have seen. All of the ex-Kiefaber 
proofs I have checked are die sunk on India paper on card, with card thickness of about 
.013 inches.

Figure 5. example of a Kiefaber page, perhaps from an exhibit at the 1955 FIPEX Show.



66 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST66 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

Also of interest, the Clarence Brazer archives 
contain what could be three draft exhibit pages 
from the Kiefaber exhibit, with corrections marked 
in pencil. Those pages contained the following lan-
guage. “Most of the original unique essays and trial 
color large die proofs were presented to Col. T. B. 
Thorpe, December 7, 1874, by E. W. Barber, Third 
Asst. P.M.G. as stated in the presentation letter. Not 
more than one other trial color die proof in each 
color are now known and most of these are in the 
Congressional Library.” It may well be that Brazer, 
as the dean of essay-proof collecting, was helping 
Kiefaber with the preparation of Kiefaber’s FIPEX 
exhibit. Sadly, Brazer died unexpectedly on the eve 
of the FIPEX show. The statement that essays were 
included in the gift to Thorpe was accurate, as I will 
discuss in a moment.

During the 1960s and 1970s, Frank Braceland 
Jr. wrote many excellent articles about Newspaper 
stamps for The United States Specialist. In the 
October 1969 issue, Braceland discussed the Newspaper large die trial color proofs, and 
included a table showing the colors known to him by value. Braceland identified 20 colors 
among the proofs, although there were no more than 12 for any given value. Braceland 
reported that he owned the 89 examples given to Thorpe and included a transcript of 
the December 1874 transmittal letter from Barber to Thorpe. Braceland also noted that 
additional large die trial color proofs were later printed, and the prior owner’s belief that 
these were unique or nearly so was not accurate. Braceland was correct, at least with 
respect to some of the colors, as he owned more than one himself.

Lot 1145 in the February 2003 sale of Braceland’s collection by Weiss Auctions 
included the collection of large die proofs with a description nearly identical to the 
description in the 1959 Harmer sale but with the total number of large die trial color 
proofs at 88 instead of 89. Included in the auction as a separate lot was the original 1874 
letter transmitting the proofs to Thorpe.

In more recent years, several of the large die color proofs were offered for sale by 
James Lee and the late William Langs. Although not on their original exhibit pages, a 
few lots in Siegel’s March 2022 auction of the Hope collection may also have been part 
of the gift to Thorpe.

Trial Colors of the $60 value
Upon examining several of the colors of the $60 value, I was astounded to find that 

the images lacked all the horizontal shading lines in the letters “U.S” and behind the word 
“POSTAGE” near the top of the stamp. Those shading lines are present in the finished design. 
Figure 7 is an enlarged version of the die-sunk image in sepia, showing the absence of 
the shading lines. What had been categorized as large die trail color proofs of the $60 
value are essays bearing an incomplete design and reflecting the die in a state prior to 

Figure 6. Two of Warner Kiefaber’s Elbe 
Standard Albums for US Essays and 
Proofs.
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its finished state. Figure 8 shows additional examples in three colors. Col. Thorpe had 
gotten more than a set of beautiful large die trial color proofs because for the $60 value, 
he received essays, each in a different color.

Figure 7. large die trial color of the $60 value lacking 
horizontal shading lines in “U.S” and behind “POSTAGE”.

Figure 8. Examples of what is now designated by Scott as PR32-E2
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When I communicated the existence of these previously unlisted essays to the edi-
tors of the Scott catalog, it resulted in the creation of a new listing, designated PR32-E2 
in the 2024 Edition of the Specialized Scott Catalog of United States Essays and Proofs.

The new Scott entry for PR-32 lists the 12 known colors as:
dark carmine
brown rose
scarlet
sepia
orange yellow
brown orange

dull orange
orange brown
green
ultramarine
purple
black

Not all the $60 essays I identified were on Kiefaber pages, so some may have orig-
inated from sources other than those presented to Thorpe.

Examples in the Eagle Collection, National Postal Museum
Many of the Kiefaber pages refer to another copy existing in the Eagle collec-

tion. When the Kiefaber pages were created, the Eagle Collection was housed at the 
Congressional Library. The Eagle collection was a gift from the estate of famed collec-
tor Clarence H. Eagle to the United States in 1923. In the fall of 2022, I was allowed to 
examine the Newspaper trial color die proofs in the Eagle Collection at the Smithsonian 

Figure 9 $60 essay in black, courtesy National Postal Museum, 
Smithsonian Institution.
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Institution’s National Postal Museum, where the proofs now reside. There, I received the 
expert assistance of Susan N. Smith, Ph.D., the Wilson Blount Research Chair, and Manda 
A. Kowalczyk, Preservation Technician. Among those in the Smithsonian collection is 
the black $60 value shown in Figure 9, which also lacks the shading lines in “U.S” and 
behind “POSTAGE, making it an example of PR32-E2 in black. 

Origins of the Incomplete Design
The original wash drawing made during development of the $60 design lacks the 

same horizontal shading lines missing in the essays. That drawing, signed by frame 
designer Joseph Claxton and vignette designer Charles Skinner, Scott PR32-E1, is shown 
in enlarged form in Figure 10. The frame and lettering engraver(s) followed Claxton’s 
design, omitting the shading in “U.S” and behind “POSTAGE” when the die was engraved. 
The trial color proofs were made of the die in this state, which was incomplete. Figure 11 

Figure 10. Wash drawing of the $60 value, Scott PR32-E1, signed by 
designers Charles Skinner and Joseph Claxton.
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shows the evolution from the wash drawing at the top to one of the essays, which lacks 
the shading lines, and at the bottom, the finished design, which includes the shading lines. 

With the last of the trial color die proofs transmitted from Continental 
to the Post Office Department on December 1, only six days elapsed 
between the time that the last of the proofs were sent from Continental to the Post Office 
Department and the time a set was presented to Col. Thorpe. Perhaps Continental or 
the Post Office Department had not determined that shading was needed on the stamp, 
or perhaps they felt Thorpe would never notice the lack of shading.

Undiscovered for 150 years?
How is it that these 12 essays remained uncatalogued for so many years? I don’t 

claim credit for discovering the essays. At least two of them, the black and the beige, 
were known to prior owners to be incomplete designs. An example in black contains 
the notation in pencil on the back, “incomplete design”. The Brazer archive document 
mentioned above shows that Brazer was aware of essays among the proofs given to 
Thorpe, although Brazer never included them in his catalog of US essays.

Figure 11. A greatly enlarged version of the original wash drawing 
is shown at the top. Below it is one of the essays in a trial color, 
lacking the horizontal shading lines in “U.S.” and behind 

“POSTAGE”. At bottom is the finished design from a plate proof.
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Conclusion
There are still interesting discoveries to be made about the design and production 

of 19th-century stamps. In this case, the rush to produce a new series of stamps likely led 
to a gift of proofs that contained at least one incomplete design—and in no less than a 
dozen colors! Fortunately, much of the historical record has been preserved by philatelic 
organizations, dealers and auction houses, and collectors such as Warner Kiefaber and 
Frank Braceland.
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Vintage Photo of the Month

by Rodney A . Juell
USSS #13852 | P.O. Box 3508, Joliet, IL 60434

Red Cross Stamp

The Red Cross stamp of 1952 (Scott 1016) was the first bi-colored stamp to be 
printed from a rotary press on a continuous roll of paper. The so-called “Huck” 
experimental press had been under development at the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing for several years. This month’s photo shows Asssisitant PMG William Bray 
(right) presenting a pane of the stamps to E. Roland Harriman (left), president of 
the American Red Cross at first day ceremonies on November 21.

Shown nearby is a plate block autographed by the stamp’s designer, Victor 
McCloskey, Jr.; and the engravers, Charles A. Brooks and John S. Edmondson. 
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Immediately preceding the 12-stamp Washington Bicentennial Series, a large bi-color 
Yorktown stamp was issued October 19, 1931, to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the victory at Yorktown. Besides a central portrait of General George Washington, 
this commemorative stamp depicts the Comte de Rochambeau who led French army 
troops and the Comte de Grasse who commanded French naval forces. Also curiously, 
the large bi-color format selected for the Yorktown stamp is suggestive of the bi-color 
printing approach that had been initially considered for use with the pictorial stamp 
designs explored for the upcoming Washington Bicentennial Series.1

The decisive American victory at Yorktown led to serious negotiations for peace 
and the end of the Revolutionary War. The surrender is depicted in the very large 12 × 18 
foot oil painting by John Trumbull now in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol in 
Washington, DC, (Figure 1). The painting shows the British surrendering to American 
General Benjamin Lincoln, with George Washington in the background since Lord 

Yorktown Commemorative

FDR and the 1931 Yorktow n Stamp

by Paul M. Holland
USSS #16849 | mpholland.thorleaf@gmail.com
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Cornwallis himself was not present during the ceremony. French troops are shown at 
the left and American troops on the right.

The portraits of Rochambeau and de Grasse on the stamp are from engravings fur-
nished by the Library of Congress, with the portrait of George Washington taken from a 
1792 John Trumbell painting, that was also later used for the 6¢ Washington Bicentennial 
stamp. The Yorktown stamp was designed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) 
by C. A. Huston, with portraits engraved by J. Eissler, and the frame by E. M. Hall and J. 
C. Benzing.2 Two different plate layouts were used for flat plate printing, making these 
bi-color stamps unusually complex for philatelists. Plate proofs of the first plate type 
with 100 subjects are shown in Figure 2. Note that the prefix F before the plate numbers 
only occurs at the upper right.

Because of concerns that paper shrinkage would affect the proper alignment of sep-
arately printed vignettes and frames, a second printing plate layout was also employed 
after it was found that some early printed sheets had to be discarded. This scheme incor-
porated a one-inch gutter between the left and right sides of the printing plate for the 
frames, with a separate 50-subject plate now used for printing the vignettes, as shown 
in Figure 3.2

As a result, there are some 480 different plate number combinations for plate block 
collectors to pursue and when plate block positions are included, the total increases 
greatly. I’ll simply show my ex-Dr. Herb Tanney3 plate block example in Figure 4. That 
this is from the top of the right pane of the first printing plate is revealed by prefix F 
plate numbers on both sides. The first day of issue for this stamp was October 19, 1931, 
at Wethersfield, Connecticut, and Yorktown, Virginia.

As an avid stamp collector Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) unsurprisingly received 
mail from stamp dealers, such as my example shown in Figure 5. Sent by the Western 

Figure 1. John Trumbull painting of the Surrender at Yorktown (US Capitol).
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Figure 2. First printing plate layout type used for Yorktown stamps (courtesy of the National Postal 
Museum).
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Figure 3. Second printing plate layout type used for Yorktown 
stamps (courtesy of the National Postal Museum).
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Stamp Company in Omaha, 
Nebraska, this is franked with 
the recently issued Yorktown 
stamp on November 18, 1931. 
It is addressed to FDR at 
Hyde Park (note the Hyde 
Park, New York, postmark). 
He was not there, so it was 
forwarded to him at Warm 
Springs, Georgia. It is inter-
esting to note that later FDR 
had the only known exam-
ple of a small die proof for 
the Yorktown stamp in his 
collection.4

One of the more curi-
ous items among my hun-
dreds of covers sent to FDR 
is the naval cover from the 
USS Brooks franked with 
Yorktown stamps shown in Figure 6. Sent by airmail, this employs an Ioor M-16a first 
day cover envelope, but was used the following year instead. Although the USS Brooks 
was a US Navy destroyer laid down during World War I and commissioned in June 
1920, it had been decommissioned into the Naval Reserve in January 1931, likely due 
to cost-cutting measures during the Great Depression. As a result, it was not active 
at the time the Yorktown stamp was issued. However, in June 1932, it was re-commis-
sioned and brought back into service, allowing this airmail cover to be postmarked on 

Figure 4. My ex-Dr. Herb Tanney plate block from the right pane 
of the first printing plate.

Figure 5. Cover sent to FDR by a stamp dealer on November 18, 1931.
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October 19, 1932. This was about three weeks before FDR defeated Hoover in the 1932 
election.

The cover itself employs a Locy type 3 Naval Postmark (as classified by the Universal 
Ship Cancellation Society). This ship cancellation type allows words and small symbols 
to be inserted between the three killer bars to denote holidays, special events or locations. 
Note the misspelling of the name Cornwallis in the cancellation here. The Yorktown 
plate number block used on the back of the cover, is of the more usual type without 
prefix F plate numbers. The plate numbers show that it came from the left pane of the 
first printing plate.

The large and colorful 1931 Yorktown stamp proved popular among general stamp 
collectors and specialists due to different shades, printing varieties, and the many plate 

Figure 6. Naval cover sent to FDR from the USS Brooks on October 19, 1932.
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number combinations. For us today, it evokes a long-forgotten era, when relatively 
few commemorative stamps were issued and the Great Depression loomed over life 
in America.

References

1.	 Paul M. Holland, “FDR and the 1932 
Washington Bicentennial Series, Part I”, The 
United States Specialist, September 2024, pages 
388–404.

2.	 Max G. Johl, The United States Commemorative 
Postage Stamps of the Twentieth Century: 
Volume I 1935–1947, H. L. Lindquist: New York, 
1947, pages 168–175.

3.	 Paul M. Holland, “Favor First Day Covers 
for the 1935 Special Printings of the National 
Parks Stamps”, The United States Specialist, 
February 2023, pages 56–64.

4.	 The President Franklin D. Roosevelt Collection: 
H. R. Harmer, Inc., New York, Part One: 

February 1946, lot 129.

Quality
United States Stamps

(1847-1945)
Singles (mint and used)

Plate Blocks
Booklet Panes plus Complete Booklets

Price lists-$2.00 each category
Price lists free on web:

www.mountainsidestampsandcoins.com

We also buy quality U.S.
and foreign stamps

Mountainside Stamps, Coins
and Currency

P. O. Box 1116
Mountainside, NJ 07092

Tel: 908-232-0539 or 908-419-9751
E-mail: tjacks@verizon.net

Tom Jacks, owner
Member APS, ASDA, USSS

The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society is a 
not-for-profit collector organization exclu-
sively devoted to 19th century United States 
stamps and postal history. Our quarterly 
Chronicle is widely recognized for present-
ing new scholarship and discoveries. For 
membership information and much more, 
find us at:

 www.uspcs.org

USatFACE.com
If you collect Plate Blocks, Booklets, 
Coils, or Sheets, the above website, with 
hundreds of sets at Face Value, will be a 
great savings to you. Enjoy the hobby.

Armen Hovsepian
(APS 150170)

P. O. Box 24222
Overland Park, KS 66283

info@USatFACE.com



February 2025 81

In 1990, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) continued to produce some 
of the Great Americans issues by sending the printing sleeves for needed values back 
to their workhorse press, the A Press. But their tagging philosophy had changed. The 
Bureau dropped the large block 21 × 19-millimeter tagging format in favor of returning 
to overall tagging.

Overall Tagging
Overall tagging was the approach of printing a coating of phosphor on the face of 

the sheet of printed stamps to facilitate the United States Postal Service’s (USPS) auto-
matic mail sorting and canceling machines to process mail. Overall tagging was the 
approach used on the original Great Americans issues printed on the Cottrell press in 
the early 1980s, but later abandoned in favor of individually tagging each stamp with a 
rectangular “block tag.”

The Great Americans 

Great Americans Issue Part IX—A Press 
Overall Tagged Issues

by Jay Stotts
USSS #10921 | m  stottsjd@swbell.net

Figure 1. Large block tagging sleeve after removal from 
the A Press.

Figure 2. Overall tagging sleeve installed in the A 
Press.
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The BEP gave two reasons for switching from block tagging back to overall tagging. 
First, they acknowledged the difficulty in registering each block of taggant directly on 
top of the stamp design. Since the phosphor, after printing, was virtually invisible to the 
human eye, mis-registered block tags were not easily detected, and these stamps were 
frequently issued as imperfect printings. To our knowledge, there is no specific docu-
mentation indicating that the USPS sorting and canceling machines were experiencing 
problems detecting block tagging on stamps in 1988–89 because of misregistration, so 
it may have been a perception of lost quality by the BEP rather than a true mail handling 
issue for the USPS, but we can only speculate.

Second, the Bureau backed down from an earlier opinion that the phosphor coating 
in the margins between stamp images was causing excessive wear on male perforating 
pins. Perhaps the male pins wore over time, but the phosphor taggant was no longer 
specified as a primary cause of the wear.

Figure 1 shows the large block tagging printing sleeve after it was removed from the 
A Press and placed in a holding rack. The individual raised tagging blocks can be seen 
toward the bottom of the cylinder. Figure 2 shows the overall tagging sleeve after instal-
lation in the A Press. It is basically a solid cylinder of the same width as the printed sheet 
of stamps minus the outside selvage. These two photos are taken from Charles Yeager’s 
article, “Inside Washington,” published in the February 1991 The United States Specialist.

The tagging was a letterpress printing process. The taggant printing sleeves were 
butyl jackets mounted on the cylinder. The first Great Americans stamp to be printed 
from the A Press with overall tagging was the 15¢ Buffalo Bill Cody stamp. A new sleeve 
for this stamp, sleeve number 3, went to press on January 4, 1990, but I’m reserving the 
story of the Cody stamps for a later chapter in this series of articles due to the compli-
cated nature of this stamp.

A Press Overall Tagged Issues
The USPS didn’t consider the tagging change 

of a previously issued stamp as a distinct new 
issue, so the stamps appeared on a sporadic basis 
depending on the need for additional supplies 
of a given value. For the most part, the Scott 
Specialized Catalogue notes only the year of 
release for the issues reported in this article. The 
20¢ Harry S. Truman stamp appeared in early 
1990 from the A Press with overall tagging but 
with a new sleeve number, number 3.

Richard Nazzar, who we earlier referenced 
as the editor and publisher of The 1995 Plate 
Number Coil Catalog, eighth edition, visited the 
BEP Historical Resource Center in April 2018. 
There, he scanned thousands of stamp produc-
tion documents. Richard kindly shared some of 
the Great Americans Issues documents that he 
scanned with me, and I wish to acknowledge 

Figure 3. The overall tagged Truman stamp 
printed on the A Press.
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and thank him for his kind help. The information he shared are copies of BEP Form 9087, 
Plate Description and History Record by Product.

Form 9087 for the 20¢ Truman stamp tells us that sleeve 3 was certified on February 
17, 1990, and was canceled three years later on February 19, 1993. The column labeled 

“Quantity of Sheets” was never filled in on this form by Bureau clerks. So, we can only 
conclude that sometime in the spring of 1990, a large quantity of overall tagged 20¢ 
Truman stamps was printed on the A Press at the BEP. Figure 3 shows a plate block from 
this printing.

The 45¢ Harvey Cushing stamp went to 
press in 1990 and was printed with overall tag-
ging. In this case, the previous printing sleeve, 
sleeve 1, was used. This was an important value, 
as the Universal Postal Union’s international air 
mail letter rate was 45¢ per half ounce, effective 
April 3, 1988. The Cushing stamp is shown in 
Figure 4.

Other values that were issued in the over-
all tagging format from the A Press were the 
10¢ Red Cloud, 23¢ Cassatt, and 30¢ Laubach 
stamps. All were printed from the existing A 
Press sleeves that were previously used to print 
large block-tagged stamps. The trio is shown 
in Figure 5.

As we explained earlier, the USPS did not 
consider these new formats as new issues, so issue dates are unknown. We are fairly 
certain that this group of three stamps was all released sometime in 1990 because they 
each fulfilled a specific rate or fee in effect at the time. The 10¢ Red Cloud stamp paid the 

Figure 4. The overall tagged Cushing stamp

Figure 5. Overall tagged A Press issues.
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10¢ surcharge for a non-standard-sized domestic 
letter. The second-ounce fee for a domestic letter 
increased from 20¢ to 23¢, effective February 3, 
1991, so the USPS, likely anticipating the increase, 
would have pushed for Cassatt stamps to be avail-
able in late 1990, or at the latest, in very early 1991. 
The 30¢ Laubach stamp fulfilled the single-ounce 
letter rate to Canada, in effect since April 3, 1988.

One more issue of note was the overall 
tagged $1 Johns Hopkins stamp, shown in 
Figure 6. Again, this sleeve, sleeve 1, was the 
existing sleeve that was used to print the original 
large block-tagged issue. As with the previous 
Hopkins stamp, these stamps were printed in 
sheetlets of 20. There was always a demand for 
dollar stamps and this stamp appeared in 1990.

On October 4, 1993, Linn’s Stamp News ran a reader’s letter submitted by Fred 
Englund of Lynnwood, Washington, reporting a plate flaw above position four of one 
of the sixteen sheetlets of 20 subjects. The flaw appears to be a gouge, and its location is 
shown in Figure 7. Figure 8 provides a closer look at the plate flaw. Englund reported that 
his copy was on the overall tagged version of the stamp from sleeve 1, and we can confirm 
that the gouged stamp shown in Figures 7 and 8 is also on an overall tagged printing.

We are left to assume that at some point in the handling of sleeve 1, between the 
large block tag printings and the overall tagging printings, the sleeve picked up the gouge. 
Alternately, the sleeve may have been damaged while on the A Press and while printing 
overall tagged stamps. Perhaps there is an example with the gouge still to be discovered 

Figure 6. Overall tagged A Press Johns 
Hopkins from plate 1.

Figure 8. Closer look at 
the Hopkins plate gouge.

Figure 7. Plate gouge on 1 Hopkins stamp.
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or reported that exists with large block tagging, so Great Americans specialists should 
keep looking.

Tagging and Perforations
Figure 9 is a representative illustration of the overall tagging. Note that the tagging 

covers the stamps, but does not entirely cover the side selvage. Economically, the BEP 
didn’t want to use more taggant than was needed to achieve the goal, tagging just the 
stamps themselves.

Perforations continued to be produced on the off-line Eureka perforator and pro-
duced gauge 11.2. As with the earlier formats, perforation mis-registrations are likely to 
be found on every value. Figure 10 shows a horizontal perforation shift on a block of 
Cushing stamps.

Luis Muñoz Marin Stamp
A new 5¢ stamp was issued on February 18, 1990, featuring Luis Muñoz Marin, the 

first elected Governor of Puerto Rico and sometimes referred to as the “Architect of 
Puerto Rico.” The Marin stamp had a first day of issue ceremony in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
February 18 was Marin’s birthday and his birth year was 1918. The stamp was printed on 
the A Press, overall tagged and perforated on the Eureka perforator.

By now, the USPS had taken a lot of negative feedback regarding this series of stamps. 
Although they coined the name of the issue, the Great Americans Series, many critics 
referred to the issue as the Unknown Americans Series. The critics’ name stemmed from 
the fact that so many of the honored people could be regarded as relatively unknown 
to the average postal patron.

The USPS and the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) continued to plan 
stamps honoring relatively unknown “Great Americans,” but the USPS’s “solution,” begin-
ning in 1990, was to provide short biographies of the Great Americans subjects. The 

Figure 9. Representation of overall tagging.

Figure 10. Shifted horizontal perforations 
on the Cushing stamp.
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Marin stamp was the first to carry anything more 
than the subject’s name within the stamp design. 
Each of his stamps carried the wording “Governor, 
Puerto Rico.” New postmaster general Anthony M. 
Frank, who served from 1988 to 1992, is given some 
credit for the change. He is said to have had “a real 
aversion to a postage stamp that’s going to leave an 
unanswered question in the mind of the customer,” 
according to Don McDowell, the manager of the 
USPS Stamps division.

To further enhance our understanding of Marin, 
biographical information was added in the selvage. 

Figure 11. Luis Marin biographical 
information.

Figure 12. Errors in positioning the ZIP 
markings on Marin selvage.

Figure 13. Correct positioning of the 
ZIP Marking in the opposite corner 
from the sleeve number.
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Figure 11 shows the stamp design as well as the biographical description that was placed 
adjacent to three stamps as shown.

An error was made during the entry of the 5¢ Marin sleeve. It was reported that a 
siderographer who normally made currency plates at the BEP was assigned to prepare this 
sleeve. He placed two of the “Use Correct ZIP Code ®” adjacent to the sleeve number, 
an incorrect position. Figure 12 shows the error 
from both the lower left and lower right cor-
ners of the printed sheet. On the upper two 
panes, the ZIP markings were correctly posi-
tioned, as shown in Figure 13.

There is one additional change to note 
on the Marin stamp design. In Part IV of this 
series, we explained that, beginning in 1985, the 
USPS dropped the “c” symbol on stamp designs 
which denoted “cents.” The USPS had decided 
back then that their stamp designs were more 
pleasing to the eye without the “c” symbol. 
But confusion existed since the elimination 
of the “c” symbol. For instance, consider the 
Hugo Black stamps issued in 1986 and shown 
in Figure 14. Are these 5¢ stamps or $5 stamps?

The USPS assumed, according to McDowell, that postal patrons would understand 
that a solitary numeral on a stamp (without a “$” symbol) was valued in cents, not dollars. 
But, of course, and to the USPS’s surprise, some patrons began to try to use cent stamps 
as dollar stamps. There also seemed to be a small group of discount stamp sellers that 
cropped up and promoted that the simplified cent stamps were actually dollar stamps.

With the 1990 Marin stamp, the USPS was not quite ready to relent by adding back 
the “c” symbol, but at this point, they decided that future cent-valued stamps (at least 
those below 10¢) would now carry a “0” in front of the single digit numeral representing 
the face value. The Marin stamp was the first Great Americans stamp to bear the “0,” so 
his value was “05” cents.

Claire Chennault Stamp
Although the Postal Service had already 

issued 40¢ Lillian Gilbreth stamps in the Great 
Americans Series, they elected to replace her 
image on this value with another person by 
late 1990. On September 6, 1990, a stamp hon-
oring Claire Chennault was issued as a 40¢ value. 
Chennault was a military aviator and the leader 
of the Flying Tigers, an American volunteer avi-
ation group that was formed to help oppose the 
Japanese invasion of China during World War II. 
Figure 15 Shows a plate block of the Chennault 
stamps. The 40¢ value paid the international 

Figure 14. The Hugo Black stamp.

Figure 15. Claire Chennault stamp.



88 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST88 THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST

single ounce surface letter rate effective April 
3, 1988.

The Chennault stamps were printed on the 
A Press, overall tagged and perforated on the 
Eureka Perforator. As with the Marin stamps, 
a short inscription, “Flying Tigers, 1940s” was 
added to each stamp to address Postmaster 
General Anthony Frank’s concern about 
patrons knowing a bit about the stamp subject.

Chennault’s brief biography was also 
printed on the side selvage to further educate 
postal patrons, as shown in Figure 16.

Background Changes at the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing

Although the A Press served as the work-
horse at the BEP through 1990, background 
changes were evolving at the Bureau. Looking 
forward to Part X of this Series, we’ll take a 
closer look at the stamp production dynamics at 
the Bureau in the late 1980s with the 15¢ Buffalo 
Bill Cody stamp as our host. After all, Cody was 
the consummate showman.

Figure 16. Claire Chennault biographical 
information.

2024 HEBERT’S
All New and Revised

Mint and Used Plate Number
Single Catalogue $36 postpaid

Expanded pricing, back-of-the-book,
tag/paper varieties, PN/ZIP/ME types

Rick Burdsall / APNSS
P.O. Box 1023

Palatine, IL  60078-1023



Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
1551 North Thoreau Dr., Schaumburg, IL 60173

Schaumburg
Schaumburg

AUGUST 14 – 17

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

Reserve your hotel rooms:  Special show rate $169/night + tax

FREE ADMISSION

Sponsored by the United States Postal Service.  Hosted by the American Philatelic Society,  
American First Day Cover Society and American Topical Association

Visit www.stamps.org/GASS for current information 

Sign-up information is now available for Dealers, Exhibitors, 
Society  Booths, and Meetings/Seminars
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As a specialist collector of the offset lithographed Washington-Franklin Heads, I 
was delighted to add the cover in Figure 1 to my collection. Certified by the American 
Philatelic Expertizing Service (APEX) in 2003,1 this cover has long been recognized as 
the earliest documented use (EDU) of Scott 535, the imperforate three-cent Washington-
Franklin offset stamp. Indeed, it comes from the Berkun collection of EDUs and has been 
auctioned several times, including a 2015 sale where it realized $600 plus commission.2 
Unfortunately, however, the certificate is wrong: the stamp on the cover is a Scott 529 
with the perforations trimmed away. The cover is worthless except as a novelty.

From the Washington-Franklin Head Issues Committee

The “Earliest Documented Use” of Scott 
535 Was Certified in Error

by Andrew S. Kelley
USSS #16734 | mstamps@andrewkelley.net

Figure 1. Cover with Scott 529 with perforations trimmed away, incorrectly certified as the 
earliest documented use of Scott 535.
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The most obvious problem 
with the cover is that the stamp 
has the wrong design. Three-
cent offset stamps come in two 
design types: Type III, which 
was used only for Scott 529, a 
perforated stamp, and Type IV, 
which was used for perforated 
and imperforate stamps, Scott 
530 and 535, respectively. Many 
features differentiate Type III 
from Type IV.3 But for our pur-
poses, it is sufficient to note that 
on Type III, the “P” and “O” are 
separated by a line of color and 
the toga rope is missing a shad-
ing line just to the left of the 
Toga button. On Type IV, the 

“P” and “O” are joined, and the 
line of the toga rope is not miss-
ing. Figure 2 shows a closeup of 
the stamp from the cover. It is a 
crisp impression, which makes 
it easy to see that the stamp is 

Type III. Note the strong line of color between the “P” and “O” and the missing shading 
line in the toga rope.

The design type is conclusive evidence that the stamp on the cover is not Scott 
535. However, there are several other pieces of supporting evidence. As illustrated in 
Figure 3, there are traces of perforation holes along the left 
edge of the stamp—tiny indentions where the perforations 
were incompletely trimmed away. These “dents” gauge 11, 
demonstrating that they are perforation remnants.

Additionally, the stamp is the wrong color. Scott 529 
tends to come in shades of violet, while Scott 530 and 535 
are more commonly shades of purple. While color is not 
dispositive—both design types share some “intermediate” 
shades—the stamp on the cover is far enough into the violet 
end of the spectrum to raise suspicion.

It is surprising that experts got this wrong. The APEX 
expertizing worksheet shows that two experts examined the 
cover. The first declined an opinion but noted, “The stamp 
has Type III characteristics. Not listed in imperf state. Needs 
more study.” The second expert opined that the stamp was 
a genuine EDU of Scott 535 but made no comments on the 
worksheet. I can only speculate that owing to the large 

Figure 2. Enlargement of the stamp. Arrows indicate key 
Type III features: line of color between “P” and “O” (top), 
missing line in toga rope (bottom).

Figure 3. Partial perforation 
holes on lower left side of 
stamp. The “dents” from the 
trimmed are most visible 
toward the bottom.
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margins, the second expert assumed that the stamp must be imperforate and, therefore, 
must be Type IV, and so didn’t check the design type or look for signs of trimming.

The cover was probably created as a lark between friends rather than to defraud 
collectors. The stamp appears to have originated on the cover and was trimmed before 
the cover was postmarked. The cover was sent from the San Diego Society of Natural 
History to someone in the “Conchological Department” at Stanford University. A note 
on the back suggests that the sender and recipient were acquainted: “I have the advantage 
of you in not having to work with anything but shells—come up to see us.” Finally it 
sems unlikely that a fraudster would use a stamp with the wrong design type. Scott 530 
stamps (with the right design) were available at any post office when the cover was sent. 

There are several lessons to draw from this cover. First, philatelists should not always 
accept certificates at face value. I made that mistake when purchasing the cover, even 
though it would only have taken a moment to check the design type. (Happily for me, the 
dealer who sold me the cover graciously took it back.) Evidently, several other collectors 
and prominent auction houses made the same mistake before me. 

Second, the cover offers lessons for expertizers about examining every item carefully, 
considering the comments of fellow experts, looking for the unexpected, and so on. In 
my experience as a current member of the APEX expert committee, it would be unusual 
for an item to be certified on the basis of a single expert’s opinion, particularly where 
another expert has expressed concern about the item in question. Put differently, I do 
not think this cover would slip through today.

Unfortunately, because the cover was incorrectly accepted as the EDU for more 
than two decades, the actual EDU of Scott 535 is uncertain. The literature suggests that 
the earliest use may be October 5, 1918.4 However, given that the first examples of Scott 
535 were probably released in July 1918,5 there is potential for earlier uses. Note that the 
early releases were primarily—perhaps exclusively—used to make Schermack Type III 
privately perforated coils; this article concerns the EDU without private perforations.

I invite readers to contact me if they have an early use of Scott 535.

Acknowledgments
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compiled by Kim D. Johnson
USSS  #7335 | mwesthome1@aol.com

Plate Number Report

All issues 
through 1980

Kim D. Johnson
310 E N 3rd Street 
Georgetown, IL 61846

Sheet stamps 
after 1980

Jim Cochrane
P.O. Box 2009
Great Bend, KS 67530

Coil stamps 
after 1980

Jill Ambrose
PO Box 54622
Cincinati, OH 45254

Booklet stamps after 
1980

Michael O. Perry
P.O. Box 1194
Rainier, OR  97048

COORDINATORS: Members are invited to report their findings to the appropriate coordinator.

This monthly report is used to update the Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog.

Correction:  Last month the reprint of the 
Breast Cancer issue (B222222) was reported 
as Scott B1. It should have been Scott B5.
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APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
FOR DECEMBER 2024

17595	 Scott Kitchen, Bridgewater, NJ
17596	 San Diego County Philatelic Library
17597	 Brian Santaniello, Springfield, MA
17598	 Lee Gregory, Hickory, NC
	

APPLICATIONS PENDING

17589–17594

NEW MEMBERS

17586–17588 

REINSTATED

12500	 Real Isabelle

RESIGNED

13083	 Jim Seeley
15595	 John O. Christiansen Jr.
16851	 Todd Hause

DECEASED

10237	 Larry Anderson
7667	 Albert N. Gore, Jr.

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

November 30, 2024	 1402

ADDITIONS:
	 New members	 3
	 Reinstated	 1

Total		  +4

SUBTRACTIONS:
	 Resigned	 3
	 Deceased	 2

Total		  -5

NET CHANGE	 -1

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

December 31, 2024	 1401

Report of the E xecutive Secretar y

Annual Dues Renewal
Thanks to all who have renewed their memberships – 
both online and via snail mail. Those not renewed as of 
December 31, 2024, have been notified and reminded 
that this might be your last issue of The Specialist. 
Address change? Simply log into your account at 
https://www.usstamps.org/membership/ and enter 
your new information, including a Zip+4 zip code. 
Other questions? E-Mail Bob Rufe: execsecretary@
usstamps.org



February 2025 95

Classified Advertising 
USSS MEMBERS are entitled to two free ads of 
up to 40 words each year. Other ads are 10¢ a word, 
payable in advance. For 6 insertions, take a 5% 
discount; for 12 insertions, take a 10% discount. Ads 
with [1140] at the end expire with this issue. Make 
checks payable to USSS. Send copy and check to The 
United States Specialist, 9038 E. 25th Dr., Denver 
CO 80238. Free member ads may be emailed to: 
editor@usstamps.org. Emailing ads saves substantial 
time for you and the Editor and avoids errors.

WANTED

BUYING IMPERF FARLEYS with GUM. All 
offers welcome!   Frank P Geiger Senior - APS Life 
since 1968 and ASDA since 1974. Phone: 787-689-
6879–FrankPGeigerSr@gmail.com–PO Box 3442–  
Pinehurst, NC 28374.	 [1150]

WANTED—PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR C-13, 
C-14 and C-15 singles, both mint/used. Also interested 
in multiples, flight covers, Zeppelin-related posters, 
advertisements, etc. Graf Zeppelin specialist. Rob 
Lehmann email: diecasttoys@yahoo.com or call: 
240-422-0118.	 [1150]

WANTED - PHOTO COPIES OR PURCHASE 
of Non-Philatelic covers with 80¢ Diamond Head 
stamp. Plate Selvage with # MUST be attached to 80¢ 
stamp. Contact Krupnick - 2432 NE 22nd Terrace Ft 
Lauderdale FL 33305 - cell: 954-547-0544	 [1143]

RESEARCHER SEEKING OWNER(S) OF  
Fourth Bureau Issue die proofs mounted on 
approximately 3 × 3.5 inch cards without proving room 
numbers. Appeared as a full set in 2/9/1972 Siebold 
Sale 407. Jerry Katz email: jerryakatz@aol.com	[1140]

WANTED TO PURCHASE #1053 HAMILTON 
$5 Commercial Usages.  No simply registered bank 
tags.  Especially need use to foreign destination.  
Also doing a survey so scans appreciated.  Doug 
Weisz weiszcovers@gmail.com, 773-914-4332.  
33 W Ontario St. #48A Chicago IL 60654.   
www.douglasweisz.com	 [1140]

SEEKING .PDF COPIES OF ANY ISSUE OF 
Stamp Insider magazine. Thanks! Steve Billings, 
sbillin9@bellsouth.net	 [1140]

 

KOREAN WAR POSTAL HISTORY WANTED. 
Also US Postal Countefeits, 1934, 1935, and 1939 
Christmas seals tied to covers. John Hotchner, 
PO Box 1125, Falls Church, VA 22041-0125 or 
jmhstamp@verizon.net.	 [1140]

WANTED: 1950 KANSAS CITY CENTENNIAL 
stamp (SC #994). Archival material, essays, 
announcements, promotional items, EFOs, FDC 
cachet artwork, rare FDCs, unusual commercial 
usages and destinations needed. Send descriptions 
or scans, and prices to Larry Ballantyne, email:  
lballantyne@att.net	 [1140]

WANTED BK228 $6.40 FLAG/PORCH #13111 
with 16656 UPC code back cover, #88888 top pane/
bottom pane fold scoring 8.75/5.25, dougiams@
comcast.net, Doug Iams c/o DCA, 4115 Concord 
Pike, Wilmington DE 19803.	 [1140]

WANTED 3278D #3.20 CITY FLAG #V2323, Doug 
Iams c/o DCA, 4115 Concord Pike, Wilmington DE 
19803.	 [1140]

SCOTT 1246—5¢ KENNEDY. MAY 29, 1964 
postmarks sought. No Boston. Looking for small town 
postmarks. Uncacheted OK. Henry Scheuer, P.O. Box 
535, Madison Square Station, New York, NY  10159-
0535	 [1140]

WANTED: 1280c DULL GUM booklet panes with 
partial plate number. Buy or trade. Clay Stabler, 
costabler@comcast.net.	 [1140]

TR A DE : UNFOLDED BO OKLET PA NE  
positions and PLATE NUMBERS. Send want list to  
Clay Stabler, costabler@comcast.net.	 [1140]

WANTED: COMMERCIAL COVERS OF (25¢) 
eagle water-activated coils U.S. #3844-3853 for exhibit. 
Also, looking for 39¢and 41c official coils on commercial 
covers. Rob Washburn, P.O. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME 
04976. Email: stamps@beeline-online.net.	 [1141]

WANTED: Scott  905 “Win the War” postal history—No 
patriotic covers please—Shapiro, P.O. Box 3211, Fayville, 
MA, 01745 or scans to coverlover@gmail.com.	[1141]

Wanted: Scott 532 on cover *without* Schermack 
private perforations. Also, any unusual Washington-
Franklin offset material (Scott 525–536). Please 
send description and price to Andrew Kelley,  
stamps@andrewkelley.net.	 [1141]

Requesting Replacement Copies

To replace a missing or damaged copy of The U.S. Specialist, you may request 
a replacement by emailing Robert Rufe, USSS executive secretary at 

execsecretary@usstamps.org. 
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CANAL ZONE WANTED. MINT, USED, COVERS, 
Stationery, Errors, Varieties. Write, Email or Call: 
Bruce Hecht, PO Box 474, New Hyde Park, NY 11040. 
bhecht@optonline.net  516–428–7817 	 [1141]

RYUKYUS WANTED. MINT, USED, COVERS, 
Stationery, Errors, Varieties. Write, Email or Call: 
Bruce Hecht, PO Box 474, New Hyde Park, NY 
11040. bhecht@optonline.net 516–428–7817 [1141]

FOR SALE

SEND $3.00 FOR A TYPED LIST OF HIGH QUALITY 
stamps. $5.00 off first order. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Reed Roholt, PO Box 1006, Beaver UT 84713	[1144]

“FIELD GUIDE TO POSTAL USES” SERIES 
1961, Prominent Americans, or Americana series. 
3 ebooks, search online marketing for details 
but buy direct and save on digital download 
f ro m  r b l an k s _ st am p s @ y a h o o.co m [ 1 1 4 0 ]

LITTLE KNOWN SCARCER MODERN PERF 
variety—most collectors miss this one! 1596d XF $20. 
Superb $30. Multiples available. R.J. DeHaas, PO Box 
397, Owosso, MI 48867	 [1140]

SELLING U.S. PLATE BLOCKS MNH AND MH  
from Scott Number 900 to 1975, Commemoratives, Special 
Delivery, Airmail. 50% of Durland plus postage. Jim Opp, 
9130 Knollwood Dr. N., Stillwater, Mn 55082 [1142]

DEALERS AT UPCOMING STAMP SHOWS

FIRST CENTURY STAMPS IS A MEMBER 
of the Midwest Stamp Dealers Association and 
participates in many of their regional stamp shows. 
See the show schedule at  msda.com	 [1140]
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Precancel Stamp Society
Interested in Learning More about Pre-
cancels? Request a copy of “Th e ABCs of 
Precancel Collecting” and also receive a 
sample copy of the PSS Forum, the Precancel 
Stamp Society’s monthly journal. Contact: 
Frank Bird III, 1095 Pinellas Point Dr South, 
Apt 352, St. Petersburg, FL   33705-6377.
Email: promo@precancels.com.
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United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers 
Hard cover, 352 pages, 6-in × 9-in.

Member Price: $39 US postpaid     Non-Member Price: $43 US postpaid
Purchased online at: www.usstamps.org/store/

or by mail to: Executive Secretary,
 P.O. Box 1602, Hockessin, DE 19707-5602

United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers presents the story of Postage 
Due stamps used in the major possessions or territories of the United States. Written 
from a stamp collector’s perspective, the authors address the challenge of identifying the 
myriad of Possession Postage Due stamps by concentrating on stamp identification while 
also covering the Postage Due issues of Cuba, the Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, the 
Panama Canal Zone, the Philippines and more. 

In addition to the text, the monograph contains over 300 illustrations and five appendices 
which provide information to supplement and further explain key points. In many cases, 
the information presented is new or, if previously reported, organized in a new manner to 
help the reader understand the complexity of the Possession Postage Dues.
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